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ONYX Motorbikes Riding Etiquette Stuff  
 
 

ELECTRIC BICYCLE/ELECTRIC MOTORBIKE RIDING ETIQUETTE TIPS TO KEEP 
YOU OUT OF TROUBLE 

Whether you are a seasoned cyclist or new to the electric motorbike scene, riding an ONYX Motorbike is an 
awesome experience every time and everywhere you get to ride one.  Pedaling your heart out is great exercise 
and gets the blood flowing for sure, but being able to twist the throttle to give you power whenever you need it 
gives you a rush and a thrill like nothing else!  However, there are some general riding considerations to 
understand and keep in mind with electric motorbikes that will keep you and others around you safe and happy.  
 
  
Before You BUY Your ONYX Motorbike 

Before or just after you buy your ONYX Motorbike, consider the following items: 

 

Research and understand your local laws and restrictions where you live as well as where you intend to 
ride!  Check YOUR Country, State, AND City/Town/Municipality for each and all of their latest and and greatest 
laws, restrictions, and regulations.  It is also important to pay attention to any posted signs and even unposted 
general requirements for areas such as bike path, trail, and open land use where you intend to ride.  Some 
cities, towns, and homeowner associations can have their own regulations that differ from State and Federal 
classifications and restrictions.  So no matter what and where you are riding, it is YOUR responsibility to know 
and understand any laws and restrictions where YOU are riding! 

  

ONYX Motorbikes recommends that you register and insure your motorbike in one way or another if you want to 
and IF YOU NEED TO.  Some motor vehicle registration agencies (DMV or other) will allow you to register your 
vehicle using just the frame and motor serial numbers only.  For example, you can register your ONYX 
Motorbike as a moped California by mail without an in-person inspection simply using ONYX’s frame serial 
number and motor serial number.  However, note that if you do register it as a moped, you will be required to 
make sure that your bike is compliant with your Department of Motor Vehicles requirements, AND as is the 
case with California, you will be required to have an M1 or M2 level driver’s license.  So be sure you consider 
these points and can meet these responsibilities before registering your ONYX as one type of vehicle or 
another! 
 
Registering your ONYX Motorbike whenever possible just to avoid any hassles about if your ride is legit or not.  
It will look a lot better if you should have the unfortunate experience of being pulled over by law enforcement 
and they start to question what you are riding.  Most will think your ONYX Motorbike is cool, but some may not 
understand what it is and what to do with it, especially if it is not registered in any way.  So registering and 
insuring your ONYX Motorbike will also give you peace of mind knowing that you will protect you and your 
investment, as long as you ride responsibly.  However, please note that some agencies or insurance companies 
will only accept or recognize standard full 17-digit VINs (vehicle identification numbers), just like most cars, 
trucks, and motorcycles.  Basically, then it can lead to stalemate issues where:  

o If it doesn’t have a VIN, then you can’t register it….   

o If you can’t register it, you can’t get it inspected.   
o If you can’t get it inspected, then you may not be able to use it as a motor vehicle on the road.  

http://www.onyxmotorbikes.com/


 
INSIGHT 

 

 

Visit www.ONYXmotorbikes.com for more information and good vibes.  2 
 INS_002_Basic E-Bike Riding Etiquette_v01 

Before or just after you buy your ONYX Motorbike, consider the following items: 

 

Riding without proper credentials and documentation in some places can hit you financially!  For example, in 
Pennsylvania, driving (riding) without a license is a $200 fine + costs, which can push it upwards of 
$300!  Driving or riding an unregistered vehicle yields a citation with a $25 fine + costs, which can push it 
upwards of $100!  So in some cases, you may only be able to ride on someone’s (hopefully someone you 
know…) private property or another permissible off-road area!  Not that it would be a bad thing, but it is 
important to know… 

 
 
 

Before You RIDE Your ONYX Motorbike for the First Time... 

Before you actually ride your ONYX Motorbike for the first time, consider the following items: 

 

Learn about your ONYX Motorbike by reading the owner’s manual!  It’s written for a reason…  Before you go out 
for a ride, perform a basic safety check on your ONYX Motorbike to ensure that it is in proper working order 
and safe to ride.  Contact ONYX Motorbikes for a pre-ride safety checklist if you need help. 

 

Wear properly fitting protective gear including at minimum:  full-face helmet, gloves, long pants, long sleeve 
bright colored shirt, full-toed shoes, and a reflective vest.  Do not wear loose fitting pants or shoes that can get 
caught in the chain, pedals, or wheels.  Additional items that can make your riding experience safer, better, and 
more comfortable can include sunglasses (that will fit and work with your helmet) and a jacket.  Be careful 
wearing anything that can limit your flexibility, mobility, or vision. 

 

If your locale does not require you to obtain and maintain a valid motorcycle/moped driver’s license, ONYX 
Motorbikes strongly recommends that you do so anyway.  In addition to learning more about and being tested 
on knowing the rules of the road for safety reasons, having a moped/motorcycle driver/rider license will help 
put any law enforcement agent at ease in case they question your ride or ability to ride… 

Additionally, even if your locale does not require you to complete any formal training, ONYX Motorbikes 
strongly recommends that you take a moped or motorcycle riding course for proper training, especially if you 
are new to motorbikes in general.  Contact your State or local Department of Motor Vehicles or law 
enforcement agency for any recommendations or suggestions on training programs or courses.  These 
courses will often count as partial or full credit for obtaining your motorcycle/moped driver’s license! 

 

Even if your locale does not require some common road safety items to be installed on your ONYX Motorbikes 
in order to be ridden, you should consider installing some or all of the following items anyway, especially if you 
intend to use it on public roads, since these items can help or enhance your riding experience, safety, and 
visibility on the road with other drivers: 

o Front & Rear Turn Indicator Lights 

o Rearview Mirrors 

o Front and/or Rear Wheel Fender(s) 

o License Plate (with a light to illuminate the license plate) 

o Front & Rear Side Reflectors 

 

Make sure you and your ONYX Motorbike are appropriately outfitted for use in the intended riding area(s).  In 
other words, if you are planning to ride on a dirt road, understand that knobby dirt tires are most 
appropriate…  Seems basic, but it still needs to be kept in mind... 
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When RIDING Your ONYX Motorbike... 

When you do go for a ride on your ONYX Motorbike, help be an ambassador for ALL electric motorbike riders by 
doing and considering the following: 

 

RIDE RESPONSIBLY AND OBEY ALL TRAFFIC LAWS AND REGULATIONS WHEREVER YOU ARE RIDING!  Note 
and be aware of any extra or even posted temporary restrictions due to new conditions.  Keep in mind that 
some locations may need you to install safety gear on the bike in some cases such as those items named 
earlier in this document (i.e., turn indicators, rearview mirrors, etc.).  If you are not sure, CHECK!!! 

 

Respect the environment, and tread lightly.  Don’t tear up or ride off of designated roads and trails.  It is cool to 
blaze your own trail sometimes, but make sure it is OK to do so without damaging the local vegetation or 
animal population!  On the street, We all know that ONYX Motorbikes have gobs of power that can light up the 
rear tire in a cloud of smoke…  Smoky burnouts are cool and all, but wasting rubber isn’t the best for the 
environment.  Some dinosaurs and plants didn’t sacrifice their lives just for your burnout pleasure… 

 

Be aware.  Always look in front of you, on both sides, and behind you to make sure that you yield when you 
should yield, and pass considerably and safely when you can.  Be aware of joggers, people pushing strollers, 
and other cyclists that may be on or near the paths and lanes that you may be using.  You don’t want to scare or 
anger someone cruising at 10 mph or slower by blowing by them at 20 mph!  It is YOUR responsibility to pass 
others safely and effectively so that it does not endanger you or them.  You can alert people using your horn, 
but that can get old and annoying for the casual joggers and cyclists.  In that case you may want to get and use 
a nicer sounding ding-ding bell and kindly say, “On your left…” as you approach and pass people. 

 

In other words, be considerate of others and make sure that you give people around you proper space and 
respect so that they have nothing to complain about with you or your riding…  Things to consider: 

o How fast you're going.   
If you go blasting by people cruising at 10 mph while you are doing 40 mph, you may surprise and scare 
them into in accident.  They are all going to remember you blowing by them if they crash and talk to 
medical or law enforcement personnel…  

o How close you come to people. 
If you are weaving in and out of people and “buzzing the tower” to see how close you can get to them, 
they are going to remember that if you are involved in any altercation… 

o Whether they perceive that you should/shouldn't be riding your bike there. 
You are going to look very out of place and like a jerk if you ride your powerful ONYX Motorbike on a 
horse trail.  Horses won’t like you sneaking up on them, and they may just kick you off your bike, which 
will HURT you and more importantly may hurt your ONYX too…   

o What your bike looks like. 
You are going to look very out of place and like a thug if you ride your very cool motorcycle-ish looking 
ONYX Motorbike on a crowded kiddie-strewn bike path.  You should maybe choose a different path to 
ride on at that moment instead of taking a chance running into a kid.  Not that you don’t have a right to 
use the path too (assuming you are allowed…), but you have the power to go and have fun on other roads, 
paths, or trails…  Use another route… 

 

ONYX Motorbikes can be best enjoyed on open private land and roads where there are no speed or other 
restrictions and you are limited by your riding ability and your own confidence level.  Basically, you can be as 
risky and careless as you want within the known and understood limitations of your ONYX Motorbike AT YOUR 
OWN RISK without worrying about running into unsuspecting people or even animals for that matter. 

 

If you choose to ride your ONYX Motorbike on public areas as a Class 2 E-bike, your ONYX Motorbike MUST be 
ridden in the following manner unless the “law of the land” permits other use:   

o in ECO mode (not exceeding 20 mph) 

o in designated bike paths right of way given to pedestrians of course, bike lanes (when available), OR in 
traffic lanes when it is safe to do so… 
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.  

WAIT, I’M CONFUSED NOW…  WHAT’S THE BOTTOM LINE…? 

Unless people start riding irresponsibly enough to damage trails and/or scare folks on paths and roads, 
enforcement of inappropriate and confusing state laws will be a very low priority.  In other words, we 
shouldn’t have to go through heavy restrictions and inspections as long as things don’t get out of hand 

with riders in general.  So DO NOT go zipping up and down paths and trails where you aren’t allowed or on 
crowded streets weaving in and out of cars above the speed limit.  If you do, you are doing so at your own risk and 
at the risk of hurting or damaging people and property!  That is NOT a cool way to represent YOURSELF or ONYX 
Motorbikes…!!!   
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