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T H E D A I L Y R E A D I N G B I B L E V O L U M E 7 I N T R O D U C T I O N 5

Reading our Bibles regularly is getting
harder. That, at least, seems to be the

common experience of many Christians. We
could waste lots of ink speculating on the
reasons for this: is it the frenetic pace of life
these days? Is it spiritual laziness? Is it the
impact of postmodernism on our culture and
the lack of certainty when it comes to
interpreting the written word?
But a better option than speculating on the

reasons, we thought, was to provide a new
resource for Christians to help them get back
into a more regular habit of reflecting daily
on God’s Word. So back in June 2001, we
decided to start including a section called
‘Bible Brief’ in our monthly magazine, The
Briefing (see www.matthiasmedia.com.au for
more information about The Briefing). The
‘Bible Brief’ provided 20 short readings each
month—acknowledging that there will be days
we miss or days when we want to do
something a bit different—with questions,
thoughts to ponder, and suggestions to get
started in prayer.
Now, several years later, we have a good

collection of ‘Bible Briefs’, and it’s time to
offer them to a wider audience in a format
that will, we hope, be even more convenient
and useful.
This seventh volume contains 62 readings,

all designed to be done in 15-20 minutes.
These short daily Bible readings are designed

to help you feed regularly from God’s word.
They won’t cover every issue in each passage,
nor even every passage from each Bible book.
In other words, they are no substitute for the
in-depth study of the Scriptures that you may
undertake personally, in small groups or
through listening to sermons.
With the kind permission of our friends at

Crossway Bibles, we’ve been able to make this
a complete package to take with you—we’ve
included the English Standard Version Bible
text with each daily study. So you can take
this one book with you and have everything
you need—on the train, on the bus, or to the
park at lunchtime—wherever and whenever
you can get 20 minutes to yourself.

How to use these readings
• With a penitent heart, the true prerequisite
for all Bible reading. Open with prayer
(perhaps using the prayer suggested at the
beginning of each set of studies).

• With 15-20 minutes of peace and quiet. If
you can take longer, and want to read and
pray further—great! But we have designed
the readings to be done in a fairly short
space of time.

• With an accurate modern translation.
We recommend and have included the
new ESV translation. The writers of the
studies refer to this translation. Contact us
for further details about the ESV or visit
www.matthiasmedia.com.au/ESV

INTRODUCTION
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I N T R O D U C T I O N T H E D A I L Y R E A D I N G B I B L E V O L U M E 7

• With a pen. Even if you only jot down brief
ideas, writing focuses the mind.

• As a guide and help, not a straitjacket.
Feel free to dig further into the passage, to
notice and ponder things that the questions
don’t point to.

• As a launch-pad for prayer. Use the prayer
ideas at the end of each reading as a
starting point for your daily prayer. Many of
the points that will arise from the readings
will be things you can pray for yourself, and
also for others (family, friends, neighbours,
etc.). Why not compile a list of people you
want to pray for (you can write them in the
blank space below), and use the prayer ideas
from each reading to pray for the next
person on your list?

This seventh volume includes:
• studies on 1 Peter (written by Nathan Walter,
assistant minister at Christ Church St Ives)

• studies on Zechariah (written by Anthony
Petterson, Old Testament lecturer at Morling
College)

• studies on Revelation 1-3 (written by Greg
Clarke, Director for the Centre for Apologetic
Scholarship and Education at New College,
UNSW)

• studies on the topic of our present suffering
(written by Tony Payne).

Matthias Media
July 2006

Please note: the main section of Scripture
for each study is reproduced before the
questions. Other Scripture references are
reproduced as footnotes at the bottom of the
page, or, where the passages are too long to
be included as footnotes, in the appendix.

6

PEOPLE TO PRAY FOR:
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T H E D A I L Y R E A D I N G B I B L E V O L U M E 7 P R E S E N T S U F F E R I N G 57

PRESENT SUFFERING
INTRODUCTION
We live in evil days. Around us, wars (and rumours of wars) furiously struggle on. Governments
and other authorities are bent on persecution and upholding injustice. Suffering pays its visits
upon our fellow men—maybe upon our own friends and family—seemingly at random. Tribulation
and distress ambush us when we least expect them. Creation groans in its bondage to decay
and we groan with it.

But how should we think about these things? How should we pray about these things? What
should we do when people commit acts of evil against us? These readings from various parts
of Scripture open up different aspects of the Bible’s teaching on these matters.

You might like to use this prayer (or your own variation on it) before each of the next seven
studies:

Heavenly Father,
Thank you that you are in control of all things and that all things happen according to your
purpose. Remind me now, through the words of Scripture, of how I am to view the present
suffering of the world, and help me to hold fast to the hope I have in Jesus.
In the name of Christ, who suffered on my behalf,
Amen.

READING 56 ROMANS 8:18-25

For I consider that the sufferings of thispresent time are not worth comparing with
the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For
the creation waits with eager longing for the
revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation
was subjected to futility, not willingly, but
because of him who subjected it, in hope
21 that the creation itself will be set free from
its bondage to decay and obtain the freedom
of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we
know that the whole creation has been
groaning together in the pains of childbirth
until now. 23 And not only the creation, but
we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the
Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for
adoption as sons, the redemption of our

bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. Now
hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes
for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what
we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

1. Read the passage and note down what it
says about the state of the world at the
present time.

2. Read the passage again. How did the
world get to be this way?

1
PETER

ZECHARIAH
REVELATION

1-3
PRESENT
SUFFERING
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P R E S E N T S U F F E R I N G T H E D A I L Y R E A D I N G B I B L E V O L U M E 7

3. What does the future hold for Christians
and for the creation?

PONDER In times of tragedy and disaster,
we realize that, although the world is a good
and beautiful place (for it is God’s creation),
it is also full of evil and suffering because of

God’s judgement. Only the Christian view of
the world makes sense of this, and only the
Christian view of the world offers hope for
the future based on God’s action and
promise. What should be your attitude to the
‘groaning’ you experience in creation?

PRAYER IDEAS Give thanks for the hope of
redemption and pray for patience as you
“hope for what we do not see”.

READING 57 ROMANS 12:9-13

Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; holdfast to what is good. 10 Love one another
with brotherly affection. Outdo one another
in showing honor. 11 Do not be slothful in zeal,
be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice
in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant
in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the
saints and seek to show hospitality.

In this part of Romans, Paul is encouraging
Christians to present our bodies as living
sacrifices to God, in view of his mercy towards
us (12:1-2 92). We do so in the world
described in Reading 56—a world of suffering
and evil, in which we look forward to our
redemption.

1. Read the passage. What should be your
response to the reality of evil in the world?

2. What should you do in the face of the
suffering that will inevitably come your way?

PONDER These few verses are easier to
understand than they are to put into practice.
Read through them again slowly, pausing at
each phrase to think about how it might
challenge your current attitudes and behaviour.

PRAYER IDEAS Pray the Lord’s Prayer (Matt
6:9-13 93). Confess your failure to live as this
passage commands and pray for God’s Spirit
to change you.

58

92. I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God,
to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable
to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed
to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your
mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God,
what is good and acceptable and perfect.
93. “Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name.

10 Your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

11 Give us this day our daily bread,
12 and forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.

13 And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.”

Bless those who persecute you; bless and
do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those

who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 Live
in harmony with one another. Do not be
haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never

be conceited. 17 Repay no one evil for evil, but
give thought to do what is honorable in the
sight of all. 18 If possible, so far as it depends
on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved,
never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the

READING 58 ROMANS 12:14-21
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T H E D A I L Y R E A D I N G B I B L E V O L U M E 7 P R E S E N T S U F F E R I N G 59

wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is
mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 To the
contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him;
if he is thirsty, give him something to drink;
for by so doing you will heap burning coals
on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil,
but overcome evil with good.

In this passage, the exhortation to “Let love
be genuine” (in 12:9) is expressed in responding
lovingly to others, regardless of how they
are behaving towards us.

1. Read through the passage and jot down
how you should respond to:
• those who persecute you;

• those who rejoice;

• those who weep;

• those who are lowly;

• those who think differently;

• those who do evil to you.

2. The instruction not to take vengeance
into your own hands relies on a particular
view of who God is and what he will do.
What view is that?

PONDER What do you think these verses
have to say to the current world situation?
How does it speak to your own relationships
with others? Which do you think is harder:
to rejoice with those who rejoice, or to weep
with those who weep? Why?

PRAYER IDEAS Pray that you would
respond with love and goodness to those
who mistreat or persecute you.

READING 59 ROMANS 13:1-7

Let every person be subject to the governingauthorities. For there is no authority except
from God, and those that exist have been
instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists
the authorities resists what God has appointed,
and those who resist will incur judgment. 3 For
rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but
to bad. Would you have no fear of the one
who is in authority? Then do what is good,
and you will receive his approval, 4 for he is
God’s servant for your good. But if you do
wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the
sword in vain. For he is the servant of God,
an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on
the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore one must be in
subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but
also for the sake of conscience. 6 For the same

reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities
are ministers of God, attending to this very
thing. 7 Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes
to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom
revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is
owed, honor to whom honor is owed.

1. Read the passage. What is the relationship
between God’s authority and human
authorities?

1
PETER

ZECHARIAH
REVELATION

1-3
PRESENT
SUFFERING
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P R E S E N T S U F F E R I N G T H E D A I L Y R E A D I N G B I B L E V O L U M E 760

94. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the
wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will
repay, says the Lord.”

2. How then should you relate to human
authorities? How is this expressed
practically?

3. Look carefully at verse 4. How does God
execute wrath against wrongdoers?
How does this relate to the instruction
of 12:19? 94

PONDER How does this passage modify/
complete your picture of revenge and God’s
wrath? How do you think it relates to events
currently happening around the world?

PRAYER IDEAS Pray for your attitude
towards governments and authorities.

POINTER v. 4: the same Greek word for
‘vengeance’ is used in this verse, as in 12:19.
The verse reads literally, “For he is God’s
servant, an avenger unto wrath against those
who practise evil”.

READING 60 1 TIMOTHY 2:1-7

First of all, then, I urge that supplications,prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings
be made for all people, 2 for kings and all
who are in high positions, that we may lead
a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified
in every way. 3 This is good, and it is pleasing
in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires
all people to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one
God, and there is one mediator between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who
gave himself as a ransom for all, which is
the testimony given at the proper time.
7 For this I was appointed a preacher and an
apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not
lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith
and truth.

Following on from the ideas in our last
reading, this passage instructs us to pray
for those in authority.

1. Read the passage. Praying for kings and
those in authority has what aim or end
result in mind? What do you think this

means you should pray for for those in
authority?

2. What else do verses 3-4 suggest that you
should be praying for, with regard to all
people, including those in authority?

3. Paul sees this sort of praying as being
based on the very truth of the gospel
(vv. 4-7). What is the connection?

PONDER How often do you pray for
governments and authorities in our world?
Think about how you can put into practice
the exhortation of this passage.

PRAYER IDEAS Pray for leaders, authorities
and governments—locally, nationally and
internationally.
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T H E D A I L Y R E A D I N G B I B L E V O L U M E 7 P R E S E N T S U F F E R I N G 61

READING 62 PSALM 46

God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.

2 Therefore we will not fear though the
earth gives way,

though the mountains be moved into
the heart of the sea,

3 though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble at its

swelling. Selah

4 There is a river whose streams make glad
the city of God,

the holy habitation of the Most High.
5 God is in the midst of her; she shall not

be moved;
God will help her when morning dawns.

6 The nations rage, the kingdoms totter;

he utters his voice, the earth melts.
7 The LORD of hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah

8 Come, behold the works of the LORD,
how he has brought desolations on the

earth.
9 He makes wars cease to the end of the

earth;
he breaks the bow and shatters the spear;
he burns the chariots with fire.

10 “Be still, and know that I am God.
I will be exalted among the nations,
I will be exalted in the earth!”

11 The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah

READING 61 LUKE 13:1-5

There were some present at that very timewho told him about the Galileans whose
blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.
2 And he answered them, “Do you think that
these Galileans were worse sinners than all
the other Galileans, because they suffered in
this way? 3 No, I tell you; but unless you
repent, you will all likewise perish. 4 Or those
eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell
and killed them: do you think that they were
worse offenders than all the others who lived
in Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell you; but unless you
repent, you will all likewise perish.”

In this short passage, Jesus says some
startling things about how we should
respond to catastrophic events.

1. Judging by Jesus’ response to the Galilean
tragedy, what do you think those who
told him about it might have been
expecting him to say?

2. Does Jesus say that the sufferers were
innocent? What does he say?

3. What is the practical edge of Jesus’
words? What does he urge his hearers to
do when they hear of terrible tragedy?

PONDER In response to recent local and
international tragedies, think about your
own life. Do you need to repent?

PRAYER IDEAS Pray for repentance for
yourself and others in the face of the
certainty of death and judgement.

1
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P R E S E N T S U F F E R I N G T H E D A I L Y R E A D I N G B I B L E V O L U M E 762

1. Read the psalm through twice. How does
the LORD, the God of Jacob, relate to the
other nations? What is his role in interna-
tional affairs?

2. What is God’s commitment to his own
people?

3. What, then, should be the response of
God’s people in the face of even the most
catastrophic events (see vv. 1-2, 10-11)?

PONDER Have recent world events made
you fearful about the future and about your
family’s safety? How does this psalm help?

PRAYER IDEAS Give thanks to God for his
sovereign world-ruling power, his love and
his faithfulness to his people.
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APPENDIX
ADDITIONAL PASSAGES REFERRED TO …

Psalm 34 (Reading 14)

Iwill bless the LORD at all times;his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
2 My soul makes its boast in the LORD;

let the humble hear and be glad.
3 Oh, magnify the LORD with me,

and let us exalt his name together!

4 I sought the LORD, and he answered me
and delivered me from all my fears.

5 Those who look to him are radiant,
and their faces shall never be ashamed.

6 This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him
and saved him out of all his troubles.

7 The angel of the LORD encamps
around those who fear him, and delivers

them.

8 Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good!
Blessed is the man who takes refuge in

him!
9 Oh, fear the LORD, you his saints,

for those who fear him have no lack!
10 The young lions suffer want and hunger;

but those who seek the LORD lack no
good thing.

11 Come, O children, listen to me;
I will teach you the fear of the LORD.

12 What man is there who desires life
and loves many days, that he may see

good?
13 Keep your tongue from evil

and your lips from speaking deceit.
14 Turn away from evil and do good;

seek peace and pursue it.

15 The eyes of the LORD are toward the
righteous

and his ears toward their cry.
16 The face of the LORD is against those who

do evil,
to cut off the memory of them from the

earth.
17 When the righteous cry for help, the LORD

hears
and delivers them out of all their troubles.

18 The LORD is near to the brokenhearted
and saves the crushed in spirit.

19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
but the LORD delivers him out of them all.

20 He keeps all his bones;
not one of them is broken.

21 Affliction will slay the wicked,
and those who hate the righteous will

be condemned.
22 The LORD redeems the life of his servants;

none of those who take refuge in him
will be condemned.

2 Thessalonians 1:5-10 (Reading 22)

This is evidence of the righteous judgmentof God, that you may be considered worthy
of the kingdom of God, for which you are
also suffering— 6 since indeed God considers
it just to repay with affliction those who
afflict you, 7 and to grant relief to you who
are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord
Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty
angels 8 in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance
on those who do not know God and on those
who do not obey the gospel of our Lord

T H E D A I L Y R E A D I N G B I B L E V O L U M E 7 A P P E N D I X 63
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A P P E N D I X T H E D A I L Y R E A D I N G B I B L E V O L U M E 764

Jesus. 9 They will suffer the punishment of
eternal destruction, away from the presence
of the Lord and from the glory of his might,
10 when he comes on that day to be glorified
in his saints, and to be marveled at among all
who have believed, because our testimony to
you was believed.

Daniel 8:5-9 (Reading 23)

As I was considering, behold, a male goat
came from the west across the face of

the whole earth, without touching the
ground. And the goat had a conspicuous
horn between his eyes. 6 He came to the ram
with the two horns, which I had seen
standing on the bank of the canal, and he
ran at him in his powerful wrath. 7 I saw him
come close to the ram, and he was enraged
against him and struck the ram and broke his
two horns. And the ram had no power to
stand before him, but he cast him down to
the ground and trampled on him. And there
was no one who could rescue the ram from
his power. 8 Then the goat became
exceedingly great, but when he was strong,
the great horn was broken, and instead of it
there came up four conspicuous horns
toward the four winds of heaven.

9 Out of one of them came a little horn,
which grew exceedingly great toward the
south, toward the east, and toward the
glorious land.

Daniel 8:20-25 (Reading 23)

As for the ram that you saw with the two
horns, these are the kings of Media and

Persia. 21 And the goat is the king of Greece.
And the great horn between his eyes is the
first king. 22 As for the horn that was broken,
in place of which four others arose, four
kingdoms shall arise from his nation, but not
with his power. 23 And at the latter end of
their kingdom, when the transgressors have
reached their limit, a king of bold face, one
who understands riddles, shall arise. 24 His
power shall be great—but not by his own

power; and he shall cause fearful destruction
and shall succeed in what he does, and destroy
mighty men and the people who are the
saints. 25 By his cunning he shall make deceit
prosper under his hand, and in his own mind
he shall become great. Without warning he
shall destroy many. And he shall even rise up
against the Prince of princes, and he shall be
broken—but by no human hand.

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 (Reading 25)

Behold, my servant shall act wisely;
he shall be high and lifted up,
and shall be exalted.

14 As many were astonished at you—
his appearance was so marred, beyond

human semblance,
and his form beyond that of the children

of mankind—
15 so shall he sprinkle many nations;

kings shall shut their mouths because of
him;

for that which has not been told them they
see,

and that which they have not heard they
understand.

53:1 Who has believed what they heard
from us?

And to whom has the arm of the LORD
been revealed?

2 For he grew up before him like a young
plant,

and like a root out of dry ground;
he had no form or majesty that we should

look at him,
and no beauty that we should desire him.

3 He was despised and rejected by men;
a man of sorrows, and acquainted with

grief;
and as one from whom men hide their faces

he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

4 Surely he has borne our griefs
and carried our sorrows;

yet we esteemed him stricken,
smitten by God, and afflicted.

5 But he was wounded for our transgressions;
he was crushed for our iniquities;
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upon him was the chastisement that
brought us peace,

and with his stripes we are healed.
6 All we like sheep have gone astray;

we have turned every one to his own
way;

and the LORD has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.

7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
yet he opened not his mouth;

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
and like a sheep that before its shearers

is silent,
so he opened not his mouth.

8 By oppression and judgment he was taken
away;

and as for his generation, who
considered

that he was cut off out of the land of the
living,

stricken for the transgression of my
people?

9 And they made his grave with the wicked
and with a rich man in his death,

although he had done no violence,
and there was no deceit in his mouth.

10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush
him;
he has put him to grief;

when his soul makes an offering for sin,
he shall see his offspring; he shall

prolong his days;
the will of the LORD shall prosper in his

hand.
11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see

and be satisfied;
by his knowledge shall the righteous one,

my servant,
make many to be accounted righteous,
and he shall bear their iniquities.

12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with
the many,

and he shall divide the spoil with the
strong,

because he poured out his soul to death

and was numbered with the
transgressors;

yet he bore the sin of many,
and makes intercession for the

transgressors.

Acts 2:32-41 (Reading 26)

“This Jesus God raised up, and of that weall are witnesses. 33 Being therefore
exalted at the right hand of God, and having
received from the Father the promise of the
Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you
yourselves are seeing and hearing. 34 For
David did not ascend into the heavens, but
he himself says,

“‘The Lord said to my Lord,
Sit at my right hand,

35 until I make your enemies your
footstool.’

36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know
for certain that God has made him both Lord
and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

37 Now when they heard this they were cut
to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest
of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”
38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be
baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins,
and you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and for
your children and for all who are far off,
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to
himself.” 40 And with many other words he
bore witness and continued to exhort them,
saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked
generation.” 41 So those who received his
word were baptized, and there were added
that day about three thousand souls.

1 Kings 7:13-22 (Reading 29)

And King Solomon sent and brought Hiram
from Tyre. 14 He was the son of a widow

of the tribe of Naphtali, and his father was a
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man of Tyre, a worker in bronze. And he was
full of wisdom, understanding, and skill for
making any work in bronze. He came to King
Solomon and did all his work.

15 He cast two pillars of bronze. Eighteen
cubits was the height of one pillar, and a line
of twelve cubits measured its circumference.
It was hollow, and its thickness was four fingers.
The second pillar was the same. 16 He also
made two capitals of cast bronze to set on
the tops of the pillars. The height of the one
capital was five cubits, and the height of the
other capital was five cubits. 17 There were
lattices of checker work with wreaths of
chain work for the capitals on the tops of
the pillars, a lattice for the one capital and a
lattice for the other capital. 18 Likewise he
made pomegranates in two rows around the
one latticework to cover the capital that was
on the top of the pillar, and he did the same
with the other capital. 19 Now the capitals
that were on the tops of the pillars in the
vestibule were of lily-work, four cubits. 20 The
capitals were on the two pillars and also
above the rounded projection which was beside
the latticework. There were two hundred
pomegranates in two rows all around, and so
with the other capital. 21 He set up the pillars
at the vestibule of the temple. He set up the
pillar on the south and called its name Jachin,
and he set up the pillar on the north and
called its name Boaz. 22 And on the tops of
the pillars was lily-work. Thus the work of
the pillars was finished.

Hebrews 3-4 (Reading 29)

Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in aheavenly calling, consider Jesus, the apostle
and high priest of our confession, 2 who was
faithful to him who appointed him, just as
Moses also was faithful in all God’s house. 3 For
Jesus has been counted worthy of more glory
than Moses—as much more glory as the
builder of a house has more honor than the
house itself. 4 (For every house is built by
someone, but the builder of all things is

God.) 5 Now Moses was faithful in all God’s
house as a servant, to testify to the things
that were to be spoken later, 6 but Christ is
faithful over God’s house as a son. And we
are his house if indeed we hold fast our
confidence and our boasting in our hope.

7 Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says,

“Today, if you hear his voice,
8 do not harden your hearts as in the

rebellion,
on the day of testing in the wilderness,

9 where your fathers put me to the test
and saw my works 10 for forty years.

Therefore I was provoked with that
generation,

and said, ‘They always go astray in their heart;
they have not known my ways.’

11 As I swore in my wrath,
“They shall not enter my rest.’”

12 Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of
you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to
fall away from the living God. 13 But exhort
one another every day, as long as it is called
“today,” that none of you may be hardened
by the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we share in
Christ, if indeed we hold our original
confidence firm to the end. 15 As it is said,

“Today, if you hear his voice,
do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.”

16 For who were those who heard and yet
rebelled? Was it not all those who left Egypt
led by Moses? 17 And with whom was he
provoked for forty years? Was it not with
those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the
wilderness? 18 And to whom did he swear that
they would not enter his rest, but to those
who were disobedient? 19 So we see that they
were unable to enter because of unbelief.
4:1 Therefore, while the promise of

entering his rest still stands, let us fear lest
any of you should seem to have failed to reach
it. 2 For good news came to us just as to them,
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but the message they heard did not benefit
them, because they were not united by faith
with those who listened. 3 For we who have
believed enter that rest, as he has said,

“As I swore in my wrath,
‘They shall not enter my rest,’”

although his works were finished from the
foundation of the world. 4 For he has
somewhere spoken of the seventh day in this
way: “And God rested on the seventh day
from all his works.” 5 And again in this
passage he said,

“They shall not enter my rest.”

6 Since therefore it remains for some to enter
it, and those who formerly received the good
news failed to enter because of disobedience,
7 again he appoints a certain day, “Today,”
saying through David so long afterward, in
the words already quoted,

“Today, if you hear his voice,
do not harden your hearts.”

8 For if Joshua had given them rest, God
would not have spoken of another day later
on. 9 So then, there remains a Sabbath rest
for the people of God, 10 for whoever has
entered God’s rest has also rested from his
works as God did from his.

11 Let us therefore strive to enter that rest,
so that no one may fall by the same sort of
disobedience. 12 For the word of God is living
and active, sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing to the division of soul and of spirit,
of joints and of marrow, and discerning the
thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13 And
no creature is hidden from his sight, but all
are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to
whom we must give account.

14 Since then we have a great high priest
who has passed through the heavens, Jesus,
the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.
15 For we do not have a high priest who is

unable to sympathize with our weaknesses,
but one who in every respect has been
tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us
then with confidence draw near to the
throne of grace, that we may receive mercy
and find grace to help in time of need.

Ephesians 2:11-22 (Reading 30)

Therefore remember that at one time youGentiles in the flesh, called “the
uncircumcision” by what is called the
circumcision, which is made in the flesh by
hands— 12 remember that you were at that
time separated from Christ, alienated from
the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to
the covenants of promise, having no hope
and without God in the world. 13 But now in
Christ Jesus you who once were far off have
been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For
he himself is our peace, who has made us both
one and has broken down in his flesh the
dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the
law of commandments and ordinances, that
he might create in himself one new man in
place of the two, so making peace, 16 and
might reconcile us both to God in one body
through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.
17 And he came and preached peace to you
who were far off and peace to those who were
near. 18 For through him we both have access
in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are
no longer strangers and aliens, but you are
fellow citizens with the saints and members
of the household of God, 20 built on the
foundation of the apostles and prophets,
Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone,
21 in whom the whole structure, being joined
together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord.
22 In him you also are being built together
into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

Luke 19:28-44 (Reading 33)

And when he had said these things, he
went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.

29 When he drew near to Bethphage and
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Bethany, at the mount that is called Olivet,
he sent two of the disciples, 30 saying, “Go
into the village in front of you, where on
entering you will find a colt tied, on which
no one has ever yet sat. Untie it and bring it
here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you
untying it?’ you shall say this: ‘The Lord has
need of it.’” 32 So those who were sent went
away and found it just as he had told them.
33 And as they were untying the colt, its
owners said to them, “Why are you untying
the colt?” 34 And they said, “The Lord has
need of it.” 35 And they brought it to Jesus,
and throwing their cloaks on the colt, they
set Jesus on it. 36 And as he rode along, they
spread their cloaks on the road. 37 As he was
drawing near—already on the way down the
Mount of Olives—the whole multitude of his
disciples began to rejoice and praise God with
a loud voice for all the mighty works that
they had seen, 38 saying, “Blessed is the King
who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in
heaven and glory in the highest!” 39 And
some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to
him, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” 40 He
answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the
very stones would cry out.”

41 And when he drew near and saw the
city, he wept over it, 42 saying, “Would that
you, even you, had known on this day the
things that make for peace! But now they
are hidden from your eyes. 43 For the days
will come upon you, when your enemies will
set up a barricade around you and surround
you and hem you in on every side 44 and tear
you down to the ground, you and your
children within you. And they will not leave
one stone upon another in you, because you
did not know the time of your visitation.”

Hebrews 9:11-28 (Reading 34)

But when Christ appeared as a high priest
of the good things that have come, then

through the greater and more perfect tent
(not made with hands, that is, not of this
creation) 12 he entered once for all into the

holy places, not by means of the blood of
goats and calves but by means of his own
blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.
13 For if the sprinkling of defiled persons
with the blood of goats and bulls and with
the ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the purifi-
cation of the flesh, 14 how much more will
the blood of Christ, who through the eternal
Spirit offered himself without blemish to
God, purify our conscience from dead works
to serve the living God.

15 Therefore he is the mediator of a new
covenant, so that those who are called may
receive the promised eternal inheritance,
since a death has occurred that redeems
them from the transgressions committed
under the first covenant. 16 For where a will
is involved, the death of the one who made
it must be established. 17 For a will takes
effect only at death, since it is not in force
as long as the one who made it is alive.
18 Therefore not even the first covenant was
inaugurated without blood. 19 For when
every commandment of the law had been
declared by Moses to all the people, he took
the blood of calves and goats, with water
and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled
both the book itself and all the people,
20 saying, “This is the blood of the covenant
that God commanded for you.” 21 And in the
same way he sprinkled with the blood both
the tent and all the vessels used in worship.
22 Indeed, under the law almost everything is
purified with blood, and without the shedding
of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.

23 Thus it was necessary for the copies of
the heavenly things to be purified with these
rites, but the heavenly things themselves
with better sacrifices than these. 24 For Christ
has entered, not into holy places made with
hands, which are copies of the true things,
but into heaven itself, now to appear in the
presence of God on our behalf. 25 Nor was it
to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest
enters the holy places every year with blood
not his own, 26 for then he would have had
to suffer repeatedly since the foundation of
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the world. But as it is, he has appeared once
for all at the end of the ages to put away sin
by the sacrifice of himself.
27 And just as it is appointed for man to die
once, and after that comes judgment, 28 so
Christ, having been offered once to bear the
sins of many, will appear a second time, not
to deal with sin but to save those who are
eagerly waiting for him.

John 10:7-18 (Reading 35)

So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I
say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 All

who came before me are thieves and robbers,
but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am
the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be
saved and will go in and out and find
pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and
kill and destroy. I came that they may have
life and have it abundantly. 11 I am the good
shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his
life for the sheep. 12 He who is a hired hand
and not a shepherd, who does not own the
sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the
sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them
and scatters them. 13 He flees because he is a
hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.
14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own
and my own know me, 15 just as the Father
knows me and I know the Father; and I lay
down my life for the sheep. 16 And I have
other sheep that are not of this fold. I must
bring them also, and they will listen to my
voice. So there will be one flock, one
shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves
me, because I lay down my life that I may
take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me,
but I lay it down of my own accord. I have
authority to lay it down, and I have authority
to take it up again. This charge I have received
from my Father.”

Numbers 22 (Reading 49)

Then the people of Israel set out andcamped in the plains of Moab beyond the
Jordan at Jericho. 2 And Balak the son of

Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the
Amorites. 3 And Moab was in great dread of
the people, because they were many. Moab
was overcome with fear of the people of
Israel. 4 And Moab said to the elders of
Midian, “This horde will now lick up all that
is around us, as the ox licks up the grass of
the field.” So Balak the son of Zippor, who
was king of Moab at that time, 5 sent
messengers to Balaam the son of Beor at
Pethor, which is near the River in the land of
the people of Amaw, to call him, saying,
“Behold, a people has come out of Egypt.
They cover the face of the earth, and they
are dwelling opposite me. 6 Come now, curse
this people for me, since they are too mighty
for me. Perhaps I shall be able to defeat
them and drive them from the land, for I
know that he whom you bless is blessed, and
he whom you curse is cursed.”

7 So the elders of Moab and the elders of
Midian departed with the fees for divination
in their hand. And they came to Balaam and
gave him Balak’s message. 8 And he said to
them, “Lodge here tonight, and I will bring
back word to you, as the LORD speaks to me.”
So the princes of Moab stayed with Balaam.
9 And God came to Balaam and said, “Who
are these men with you?” 10 And Balaam said
to God, “Balak the son of Zippor, king of
Moab, has sent to me, saying, 11 ‘Behold, a
people has come out of Egypt, and it covers
the face of the earth. Now come, curse them
for me. Perhaps I shall be able to fight
against them and drive them out.’” 12 God
said to Balaam, “You shall not go with them.
You shall not curse the people, for they are
blessed.” 13 So Balaam rose in the morning
and said to the princes of Balak, “Go to your
own land, for the LORD has refused to let me
go with you.” 14 So the princes of Moab rose
and went to Balak and said, “Balaam refuses
to come with us.”

15 Once again Balak sent princes, more in
number and more honorable than these.
16 And they came to Balaam and said to him,
“Thus says Balak the son of Zippor: ‘Let

69
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nothing hinder you from coming to me,
17 for I will surely do you great honor, and
whatever you say to me I will do. Come,
curse this people for me.’” 18 But Balaam
answered and said to the servants of Balak,
“Though Balak were to give me his house full
of silver and gold, I could not go beyond the
command of the LORD my God to do less or
more. 19 So you, too, please stay here
tonight, that I may know what more the
LORD will say to me.” 20 And God came to
Balaam at night and said to him, “If the men
have come to call you, rise, go with them;
but only do what I tell you.” 21 So Balaam
rose in the morning and saddled his donkey
and went with the princes of Moab.

22 But God’s anger was kindled because he
went, and the angel of the LORD took his
stand in the way as his adversary. Now he
was riding on the donkey, and his two
servants were with him. 23 And the donkey
saw the angel of the LORD standing in the
road, with a drawn sword in his hand. And
the donkey turned aside out of the road and
went into the field. And Balaam struck the
donkey, to turn her into the road. 24 Then the
angel of the LORD stood in a narrow path
between the vineyards, with a wall on either
side. 25 And when the donkey saw the angel
of the LORD, she pushed against the wall and
pressed Balaam’s foot against the wall. So he
struck her again. 26 Then the angel of the
LORD went ahead and stood in a narrow
place, where there was no way to turn either
to the right or to the left. 27 When the
donkey saw the angel of the LORD, she lay
down under Balaam. And Balaam’s anger was
kindled, and he struck the donkey with his
staff. 28 Then the LORD opened the mouth of
the donkey, and she said to Balaam, “What
have I done to you, that you have struck me
these three times?” 29 And Balaam said to the
donkey, “Because you have made a fool of
me. I wish I had a sword in my hand, for
then I would kill you.” 30 And the donkey said
to Balaam, “Am I not your donkey, on which
you have ridden all your life long to this

day? Is it my habit to treat you this way?”
And he said, “No.”

31 Then the LORD opened the eyes of Balaam,
and he saw the angel of the LORD standing in
the way, with his drawn sword in his hand.
And he bowed down and fell on his face.
32 And the angel of the LORD said to him, “Why
have you struck your donkey these three
times? Behold, I have come out to oppose you
because your way is perverse before me. 33 The
donkey saw me and turned aside before me
these three times. If she had not turned aside
from me, surely just now I would have killed
you and let her live.” 34 Then Balaam said to
the angel of the LORD, “I have sinned, for I
did not know that you stood in the road
against me. Now therefore, if it is evil in your
sight, I will turn back.” 35 And the angel of
the LORD said to Balaam, “Go with the men,
but speak only the word that I tell you.” So
Balaam went on with the princes of Balak.

36 When Balak heard that Balaam had
come, he went out to meet him at the city
of Moab, on the border formed by the
Arnon, at the extremity of the border. 37 And
Balak said to Balaam, “Did I not send to you
to call you? Why did you not come to me?
Am I not able to honor you?” 38 Balaam said
to Balak, “Behold, I have come to you! Have I
now any power of my own to speak anything?
The word that God puts in my mouth, that
must I speak.” 39 Then Balaam went with Balak,
and they came to Kiriath-huzoth. 40 And Balak
sacrificed oxen and sheep, and sent for Balaam
and for the princes who were with him.

41 And in the morning Balak took Balaam
and brought him up to Bamoth-baal, and
from there he saw a fraction of the people.

Revelation 19-22 (Reading 54)

After this I heard what seemed to be the
loud voice of a great multitude in

heaven, crying out,

“Hallelujah!
Salvation and glory and power belong to
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our God,
2 for his judgments are true and just;

for he has judged the great prostitute
who corrupted the earth with her

immorality,
and has avenged on her the blood of his

servants.”

3 Once more they cried out,

“Hallelujah!
The smoke from her goes up forever and

ever.”

4 And the twenty-four elders and the four
living creatures fell down and worshiped God
who was seated on the throne, saying,
“Amen. Hallelujah!” 5 And from the throne
came a voice saying,

“Praise our God,
all you his servants,

you who fear him,
small and great.”

6 Then I heard what seemed to be the voice
of a great multitude, like the roar of many
waters and like the sound of mighty peals of
thunder, crying out,

“Hallelujah!
For the Lord our God

the Almighty reigns.
7 Let us rejoice and exult

and give him the glory,
for the marriage of the Lamb has come,

and his Bride has made herself ready;
8 it was granted her to clothe herself

with fine linen, bright and pure”—

for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of
the saints.

9 And the angel said to me, “Write this:
Blessed are those who are invited to the
marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said
to me, “These are the true words of God.”
10 Then I fell down at his feet to worship
him, but he said to me, “You must not do
that! I am a fellow servant with you and

your brothers who hold to the testimony of
Jesus. Worship God.” For the testimony of
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.

11 Then I saw heaven opened, and behold,
a white horse! The one sitting on it is called
Faithful and True, and in righteousness he
judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are like a
flame of fire, and on his head are many
diadems, and he has a name written that no
one knows but himself. 13 He is clothed in a
robe dipped in blood, and the name by which
he is called is The Word of God. 14 And the
armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white
and pure, were following him on white
horses. 15 From his mouth comes a sharp
sword with which to strike down the nations,
and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He
will tread the winepress of the fury of the
wrath of God the Almighty. 16 On his robe
and on his thigh he has a name written, King
of kings and Lord of lords.

17 Then I saw an angel standing in the sun,
and with a loud voice he called to all the birds
that fly directly overhead, “Come, gather for
the great supper of God, 18 to eat the flesh
of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of
mighty men, the flesh of horses and their
riders, and the flesh of all men, both free
and slave, both small and great.” 19 And I saw
the beast and the kings of the earth with
their armies gathered to make war against
him who was sitting on the horse and against
his army. 20 And the beast was captured, and
with it the false prophet who in its presence
had done the signs by which he deceived
those who had received the mark of the
beast and those who worshiped its image.
These two were thrown alive into the lake of
fire that burns with sulfur. 21 And the rest
were slain by the sword that came from the
mouth of him who was sitting on the horse,
and all the birds were gorged with their
flesh.
20:1 Then I saw an angel coming down from

heaven, holding in his hand the key to the
bottomless pit and a great chain. 2 And he
seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who
is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a
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thousand years, 3 and threw him into the pit,
and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he
might not deceive the nations any longer,
until the thousand years were ended. After
that he must be released for a little while.

4 Then I saw thrones, and seated on them
were those to whom the authority to judge
was committed. Also I saw the souls of those
who had been beheaded for the testimony of
Jesus and for the word of God, and who had
not worshiped the beast or its image and
had not received its mark on their foreheads
or their hands. They came to life and reigned
with Christ for a thousand years. 5 The rest
of the dead did not come to life until the
thousand years were ended. This is the first
resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is the one
who shares in the first resurrection! Over such
the second death has no power, but they will
be priests of God and of Christ, and they will
reign with him for a thousand years.

7 And when the thousand years are ended,
Satan will be released from his prison 8 and
will come out to deceive the nations that are
at the four corners of the earth, Gog and
Magog, to gather them for battle; their
number is like the sand of the sea. 9 And they
marched up over the broad plain of the earth
and surrounded the camp of the saints and
the beloved city, but fire came down from
heaven and consumed them, 10 and the devil
who had deceived them was thrown into the
lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and
the false prophet were, and they will be
tormented day and night forever and ever.

11 Then I saw a great white throne and him
who was seated on it. From his presence
earth and sky fled away, and no place was
found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great
and small, standing before the throne, and
books were opened. Then another book was
opened, which is the book of life. And the
dead were judged by what was written in
the books, according to what they had done.
13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in
it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who
were in them, and they were judged, each
one of them, according to what they had

done. 14 Then Death and Hades were thrown
into the lake of fire. This is the second death,
the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone’s name was
not found written in the book of life, he was
thrown into the lake of fire.
21:1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new

earth, for the first heaven and the first earth
had passed away, and the sea was no more.
2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne
saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is
with man. He will dwell with them, and they
will be his people, and God himself will be
with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away
every tear from their eyes, and death shall be
no more, neither shall there be mourning nor
crying nor pain anymore, for the former
things have passed away.”

5 And he who was seated on the throne
said, “Behold, I am making all things new.”
Also he said, “Write this down, for these
words are trustworthy and true.” 6 And he
said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and
the Omega, the beginning and the end. To
the thirsty I will give from the spring of the
water of life without payment. 7 The one
who conquers will have this heritage, and I
will be his God and he will be my son. 8 But
as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable,
as for murderers, the sexually immoral,
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion
will be in the lake that burns with fire and
sulfur, which is the second death.”

9 Then came one of the seven angels who
had the seven bowls full of the seven last
plagues and spoke to me, saying, “Come, I
will show you the Bride, the wife of the
Lamb.” 10 And he carried me away in the
Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed
me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out
of heaven from God, 11 having the glory of
God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a
jasper, clear as crystal. 12 It had a great, high
wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates
twelve angels, and on the gates the names
of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel
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were inscribed— 13 on the east three gates,
on the north three gates, on the south three
gates, and on the west three gates. 14 And
the wall of the city had twelve foundations,
and on them were the twelve names of the
twelve apostles of the Lamb.

15 And the one who spoke with me had a
measuring rod of gold to measure the city
and its gates and walls. 16 The city lies
foursquare; its length the same as its width.
And he measured the city with his rod, 12,000
stadia. Its length and width and height are
equal. 17 He also measured its wall, 144 cubits
by human measurement, which is also an
angel’s measurement. 18 The wall was built of
jasper, while the city was pure gold, clear as
glass. 19 The foundations of the wall of the
city were adorned with every kind of jewel.
The first was jasper, the second sapphire, the
third agate, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth
onyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh
chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz,
the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth,
the twelfth amethyst. 21 And the twelve
gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates
made of a single pearl, and the street of the
city was pure gold, transparent as glass.

22 And I saw no temple in the city, for its
temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the
Lamb. 23 And the city has no need of sun or
moon to shine on it, for the glory of God
gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 By
its light will the nations walk, and the kings
of the earth will bring their glory into it,
25 and its gates will never be shut by day—
and there will be no night there. 26 They will
bring into it the glory and the honor of the
nations. 27 But nothing unclean will ever
enter it, nor anyone who does what is
detestable or false, but only those who are
written in the Lamb’s book of life.
22:1 Then the angel showed me the river of

the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from
the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through
the middle of the street of the city; also, on
either side of the river, the tree of life with its
twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each
month. The leaves of the tree were for the

healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there
be anything accursed, but the throne of God
and of the Lamb will be in it, and his
servants will worship him. 4 They will see his
face, and his name will be on their
foreheads. 5 And night will be no more. They
will need no light of lamp or sun, for the
Lord God will be their light, and they will
reign forever and ever.

6 And he said to me, “These words are
trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God
of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his
angel to show his servants what must soon
take place.”

7 “And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed
is the one who keeps the words of the
prophecy of this book.”

8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw
these things. And when I heard and saw
them, I fell down to worship at the feet of
the angel who showed them to me, 9 but he
said to me, “You must not do that! I am a
fellow servant with you and your brothers
the prophets, and with those who keep the
words of this book. Worship God.”

10 And he said to me, “Do not seal up the
words of the prophecy of this book, for the
time is near. 11 Let the evildoer still do evil,
and the filthy still be filthy, and the righteous
still do right, and the holy still be holy.”

12 “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my
recompense with me, to repay everyone for
what he has done. 13 I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the first and the last, the beginning
and the end.”

14 Blessed are those who wash their robes,
so that they may have the right to the tree
of life and that they may enter the city by
the gates. 15 Outside are the dogs and
sorcerers and the sexually immoral and
murderers and idolaters, and everyone who
loves and practices falsehood.

16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify
to you about these things for the churches. I
am the root and the descendant of David,
the bright morning star.”

17 The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And
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let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let
the one who is thirsty come; let the one who
desires take the water of life without price.

18 I warn everyone who hears the words of
the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to
them, God will add to him the plagues
described in this book, 19 and if anyone takes
away from the words of the book of this
prophecy, God will take away his share in the
tree of life and in the holy city, which are
described in this book.

20 He who testifies to these things says,
“Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come,
Lord Jesus!

21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all.
Amen.

Matthew 13:10-17 (Reading 55)

Then the disciples came and said to him,“Why do you speak to them in parables?”
11 And he answered them, “To you it has been
given to know the secrets of the kingdom of
heaven, but to them it has not been given.
12 For to the one who has, more will be given,
and he will have an abundance, but from the
one who has not, even what he has will be
taken away. 13 This is why I speak to them in
parables, because seeing they do not see, and
hearing they do not hear, nor do they
understand. 14 Indeed, in their case the
prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled that says:

“‘You will indeed hear but never understand,
and you will indeed see but never perceive.

15 For this people’s heart has grown dull,
and with their ears they can barely hear,

and their eyes they have closed,
lest they should see with their eyes

and hear with their ears
and understand with their heart
and turn, and I would heal them.’

16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and
your ears, for they hear. 17 Truly, I say to you,
many prophets and righteous people longed

to see what you see, and did not see it, and
to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.”

Revelation 2-3 (Reading 55)

“To the angel of the church in Ephesuswrite: ‘The words of him who holds the
seven stars in his right hand, who walks
among the seven golden lampstands.

2 “‘I know your works, your toil and your
patient endurance, and how you cannot bear
with those who are evil, but have tested
those who call themselves apostles and are
not, and found them to be false. 3 I know
you are enduring patiently and bearing up
for my name’s sake, and you have not grown
weary. 4 But I have this against you, that you
have abandoned the love you had at first.
5 Remember therefore from where you have
fallen; repent, and do the works you did at
first. If not, I will come to you and remove
your lampstand from its place, unless you
repent. 6 Yet this you have: you hate the works
of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 7 He
who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
says to the churches. To the one who
conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of
life, which is in the paradise of God.’

8 “And to the angel of the church in
Smyrna write: ‘The words of the first and the
last, who died and came to life.

9 “‘I know your tribulation and your poverty
(but you are rich) and the slander of those
who say that they are Jews and are not, but
are a synagogue of Satan. 10 Do not fear what
you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is
about to throw some of you into prison, that
you may be tested, and for ten days you will
have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and
I will give you the crown of life. 11 He who
has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says
to the churches. The one who conquers will
not be hurt by the second death.’

12 “And to the angel of the church in
Pergamum write: ‘The words of him who has
the sharp two-edged sword.

13 “‘I know where you dwell, where Satan’s
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throne is. Yet you hold fast my name, and
you did not deny my faith even in the days
of Antipas my faithful witness, who was killed
among you, where Satan dwells. 14 But I have
a few things against you: you have some
there who hold the teaching of Balaam, who
taught Balak to put a stumbling block before
the sons of Israel, so that they might eat
food sacrificed to idols and practice sexual
immorality. 15 So also you have some who hold
the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 16 Therefore
repent. If not, I will come to you soon and
war against them with the sword of my mouth.
17 He who has an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit says to the churches. To the one who
conquers I will give some of the hidden manna,
and I will give him a white stone, with a new
name written on the stone that no one knows
except the one who receives it.’

18 “And to the angel of the church in
Thyatira write: ‘The words of the Son of God,
who has eyes like a flame of fire, and whose
feet are like burnished bronze.

19 “‘I know your works, your love and faith
and service and patient endurance, and that
your latter works exceed the first. 20 But I have
this against you, that you tolerate that woman
Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and is
teaching and seducing my servants to practice
sexual immorality and to eat food sacrificed
to idols. 21 I gave her time to repent, but she
refuses to repent of her sexual immorality.
22 Behold, I will throw her onto a sickbed, and
those who commit adultery with her I will
throw into great tribulation, unless they repent
of her works, 23 and I will strike her children
dead. And all the churches will know that I
am he who searches mind and heart, and I
will give to each of you as your works deserve.
24 But to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do
not hold this teaching, who have not learned
what some call the deep things of Satan, to
you I say, I do not lay on you any other burden.
25 Only hold fast what you have until I come.
26 The one who conquers and who keeps my
works until the end, to him I will give authority
over the nations, 27 and he will rule them

with a rod of iron, as when earthen pots are
broken in pieces, even as I myself have
received authority from my Father. 28 And I
will give him the morning star. 29 He who has
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to
the churches.’
3:1 “And to the angel of the church in

Sardis write: ‘The words of him who has the
seven spirits of God and the seven stars.

“‘I know your works. You have the
reputation of being alive, but you are dead.
2 Wake up, and strengthen what remains and
is about to die, for I have not found your works
complete in the sight of my God. 3 Remember,
then, what you received and heard. Keep it,
and repent. If you will not wake up, I will
come like a thief, and you will not know at
what hour I will come against you. 4 Yet you
have still a few names in Sardis, people who
have not soiled their garments, and they will
walk with me in white, for they are worthy.
5 The one who conquers will be clothed thus
in white garments, and I will never blot his
name out of the book of life. I will confess
his name before my Father and before his
angels. 6 He who has an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit says to the churches.’

7 “And to the angel of the church in
Philadelphia write: ‘The words of the holy
one, the true one, who has the key of David,
who opens and no one will shut, who shuts
and no one opens.

8 “‘I know your works. Behold, I have set
before you an open door, which no one is
able to shut. I know that you have but little
power, and yet you have kept my word and
have not denied my name. 9 Behold, I will
make those of the synagogue of Satan who
say that they are Jews and are not, but lie—
behold, I will make them come and bow down
before your feet and they will learn that I
have loved you. 10 Because you have kept my
word about patient endurance, I will keep
you from the hour of trial that is coming on
the whole world, to try those who dwell on
the earth. 11 I am coming soon. Hold fast
what you have, so that no one may seize
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your crown. 12 The one who conquers, I will
make him a pillar in the temple of my God.
Never shall he go out of it, and I will write
on him the name of my God, and the name
of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem,
which comes down from my God out of
heaven, and my own new name. 13 He who
has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says
to the churches.’

14 “And to the angel of the church in
Laodicea write: ‘The words of the Amen, the
faithful and true witness, the beginning of
God’s creation.

15 “‘I know your works: you are neither
cold nor hot. Would that you were either
cold or hot! 16 So, because you are lukewarm,
and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out
of my mouth. 17 For you say, I am rich, I have

prospered, and I need nothing, not realizing
that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind,
and naked. 18 I counsel you to buy from me
gold refined by fire, so that you may be rich,
and white garments so that you may clothe
yourself and the shame of your nakedness
may not be seen, and salve to anoint your
eyes, so that you may see. 19 Those whom I
love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous
and repent. 20 Behold, I stand at the door
and knock. If anyone hears my voice and
opens the door, I will come in to him and eat
with him, and he with me. 21 The one who
conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on
my throne, as I also conquered and sat down
with my Father on his throne. 22 He who has
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to
the churches.’”
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Matthias Media is a ministry team of like-minded, evangelical Christians working
together to achieve a particular goal, as summarized in our mission statement:

To serve our Lord Jesus Christ, and the growth of his gospel in the world,
by producing and delivering high quality, Bible-based resources.

It was in 1988 that we first started pursuing this mission together, and in God’s
kindness we now have more than 250 different ministry resources being
distributed all over the world. These resources range from Bible studies and

books through to training courses and audio sermons.

To find out more about our large range of very useful products, and to access
samples and free downloads, visit our website:

www.matthiasmedia.com.au

How to buy our resources
1. Direct from us over the internet:

– in the US: www.matthiasmedia.com
– in Australia and the rest of the world: www.matthiasmedia.com.au

2. Direct from us by phone:
– in the US: 1 866 407 4530
– in Australia: 1800 814 360 (Sydney: 9663 1478)
– international: +61-2-9663-1478

3. Through a range of outlets in various parts of the world. Visit
www.matthiasmedia.com.au/international.php for details about
recommended retailers in your part of the world, including
www.thegoodbook.co.uk in the United Kingdom.

4. Trade enquiries can be addressed to:
– in the US: sales@matthiasmedia.com
– in the UK: sales@ivpbooks.com
– in Australia and the rest of the world: sales@matthiasmedia.com.au
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MORE DAILY READINGS ...
VOLUMES 1-16 AVAILABLE

Volume 1
60 readings from
Matthew 5-6,
Joshua and
1 Corinthians 1-4.

Volume 2
60 readings from
1 Corinthians 5-7,
Malachi and
topical passages
about God’s
trinitarian
characteristics..

Volume 3
55 readings from
Genesis 1-11,
2 Thessalonians,
Hebrews 1-7 and
topical passages
about Jesus.

Volume 4
60 readings from
Matthew 8-16,
Nehemiah and
Hebrews 8-13.

Volume 5
60 readings from
James, Genesis
12-35 and topical
passages about
the atonement.

Volume 6
60 readings from
Ephesians,
Lamentations and
Proverbs.

Volume 7
62 readings from
1 Peter, Zechariah,
Revelation 1-3 and
topical passages
about our present
suffering.

Volume 8
60 readings from
John 1-12,
Hosea and studies
on words.
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Volume 9
60 readings from
John 13-21,
Isaiah 1-12 and
Philippians.

Volume 10
60 readings from
1 Timothy, Exodus
1-18 and topical
passages on ‘the
Christian calling’.

Volume 11
60 readings
from 2 Peter,
Genesis 36-50,
Ecclesiastes
and topical
passages on the
image of God.

Volume 12
60 readings
from Elijah,
Matthew 1-4 and
1 Thessalonians.

Volume 13
60 readings from
Luke 1-6,
Amos and
2 Corinthians.

Volume 14
60 readings from
Luke 7-9, Micah
and Galatians.

Volume 15
60 readings from
Luke 9-15,
Jonah and
2 Timothy.

Volume 16
62 readings from
Luke 16-19,
Job 1-26 and
1 Corinthians 8-16.

For more information or to order, contact:

Matthias Media
Telephone: +61-2-9663-1478
Facsimile: +61-2-9663-3265

Email: sales@matthiasmedia.com.au
www.matthiasmedia.com.au

Matthias Media (USA)
Ph: 1-866-407-4530
Fax: 724-964-8166

Email: sales@matthiasmedia.com
www.matthiasmedia.com
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THE ESV BIBLE
Since its much-anticipated release in late 2001, the
English Standard Version (ESV) Bible has won increasing
acceptance in churches throughout the US, England and
Australia as an accurate, readable Bible for general use.

The secret of the ESV’s success has been its ability to balance
two crucial factors in Bible translation. On the one hand, it
seeks to be an ‘essentially literal’ translation, retaining some
of the form and flavour of the ancient text, and sticking as
closely as possible to its thought-forms and imagery. At the
same time, the ESV strives to be flowing and readable for a
modern audience.

This balancing act is never possible to achieve perfectly, but the ESV is thought by many to
do the best job of any English translation currently available.

This makes it suitable for a wide variety of purposes, including public reading and
preaching, private and small group study, memorization, and so on.

“The English Standard Version is noticeably better than the currently most popular
English translations of the Bible. The ESV brings us closer to what the authors actually
wrote, and therefore what the Author actually says. Bible readers, teachers and
preachers: this is the translation we have been waiting for, contemporary but more
precisely accurate.”

Rev. Dr John Woodhouse
Principal, Moore Theological College, Sydney

To find out more about the ESV, and to view online samples, go to

www.matthiasmedia.com.au/ESV
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