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Just for Starters is known around the world as a 
leading Bible study resource for new Christians. 
Since 1979, thousands have used these seven 
clear and simple studies to learn the basics of 
what it means to be a Christian.

Christian Living for Starters continues where 
Just for Starters left off, providing clarity and 
direction from the Scriptures on what it means 
to live the Christian life.

Topics include Jesus’ return, living by faith, 
loving like Christ, suffering, generosity, holiness 
and living by the Spirit.



1	 Confident	hope . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

2	 Living	by	faith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

3	 Love	like	the	Son . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

4	 Joy	in	adversity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15

5	 Gracious	generosity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19

6	 Holiness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23

7	 Spirit-filled	living . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27

What	do	I	study	next? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31

christian 
living for 
starters

SEVEN FOUNDATIONAL 
BIBLE STUDIES



3

Christian Living for Starters

© Matthias Media 2007

All rights reserved. Except as may be permitted by the Copyright Act, no part of 

this publication may be reproduced in any form or by any means without prior 

permission from the publisher.

Matthias Media

(St Matthias Press Ltd ACN 067 558 365)

Email: info@matthiasmedia.com.au

Internet: www.matthiasmedia.com.au

Please visit our website for current postal and telephone contact information.

Matthias Media (USA)

Email: sales@matthiasmedia.com

Internet: www.matthiasmedia.com

Please visit our website for current postal and telephone contact information.

Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version® 

(ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News 

Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

ISBN 978 1 921068 92 8

Cover design by Matthias Media and Lankshear Design. 

Typesetting by Matthias Media.



3

 Confident hope

Stop and think
Read the verses again. What do they mean?

Are there any words you’re not sure about?*

Find the verses in your Bible
Read 1 Thessalonians 1:2-10 so that you can see the section we are studying 

in its context.

Try to write out 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 in your own words

 

 

 

 

 

 

* idols—physical objects or images representing gods.

* heaven—the place where God dwells.

* wrath to come—God’s anger, revealed on Judgement Day.

1  T H E S S A L O N I A N S  1 : 9 - 1 0

For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had 
among you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living 
and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised 
from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come. (ESV) 
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NOTE:  The numbered questions can be answered directly from the passage. 
The ‘Think it through’ questions help you to think further about what it 
means.

1.  What did the Thessalonians turn from?

  

2.  Who did the Thessalonians turn to?

  

3.  Who were the Thessalonians waiting for?   

 

 

What idols are you tempted to serve?

 

 

  

What will it mean for you to turn from those idols?

 

  

 

4. What has God done to Jesus?

    

5.  What will Jesus deliver us from? 

 

 think it through
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Why can you be confident that Jesus will return?

How does Jesus deliver us from the wrath to come?

 

How can you be sure that you will be delivered from the wrath to come?

 

 

Other parts of the Bible to look at:

And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, 

so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second 

time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him. 

(Hebrews 9:27-28)

Also see:

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

1 Peter 1:13-16

2 Corinthians 5:6-10

 

 think it through
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What hope and comfort do you gain from knowing that Jesus will return?

How will the knowledge of Jesus’ return affect your behaviour now?

 

How will the knowledge of Jesus’ return affect your attitude to those who don’t 

know Jesus?

 

 

Memorize: 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10

 

 think it through




