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Frequently referred to as night-
crawlers, garden worms and red
worms, earthworms are found in a
wide range of habitats and soil
types, as well as lakes and
streams. These creatures are a
valuable resource to many peo-
ple; they benefit the soil, provide
bait for fishing and serve as a
source of protein.

Earthworms belong to the phylum
Annelida; class Oligochaeta; and
family Lumbricidae which con-
sists of more than 7,000 species.
Their bodies are long and tube-
like, tapering on both ends and
typically ranging in length from
one to six inches.

Earthworms play an important
and unique role in conditioning
the soil. They decrease soil com-
paction and thatch accumula-
tions. In addition, they:

1) Enhance soil aeration

2) Improve water filtration

3) Help decompose organic mat-
ter and thatch

However, in turfgrass, earthworms
are sometimes viewed as pests
because they deposit soil on the
turf surface as castings. These
castings can disrupt the smooth-
ness and uniformity of putting
greens and overall aesthetics of
other fine turf.

Additionally, earthworms are the
preferred food for moles, resulting
in possible turf disruptions
caused by foraging moles.
Pesticides are sometimes applied
in an attempt to reduce the food
supply and discourage moles,
but there is no evidence that elim-
inating earthworms solves the
mole problem.

Management
There are no pesticides regis-
tered for control of earthworms,
nor is chemical control recom-
mended. Although earthworms
have a few negative attributes,
their benefits greatly outweigh the
nuisance they cause. Certain
fungicides and insecticides can
be highly toxic to earthworms and
will suppress, or nearly eliminate,
earthworm populations. Moreover,
pesticide applications specifically
for the purpose of earthworm
control are off-label and against
the law. Turf with mounds of cast-
ings can be managed by raking
down, rolling or physically remov-
ing the castings.
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GARDEN FACTS

Earthworm castings on turf.
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