
JOOROOB 
‘COMING TOGETHER’

Exhibition catalogue

A unique exhibition of rare works from the East Kimberley’s  
two iconic art movements: Jirrawun Arts and Warmun Arts

1 – 14 November



*�Carpetbaggers – Individuals who make an unfair profit on top of sales are called carpetbaggers. They undercut artists because they pay less for works than what the market 
dictates. They can also distribute forgeries or works that have been acquired unethically. They are not accountable to an organisation or body that ensures best practice.

To celebrate Warmun Art Centre’s 20th anniversary, Aboriginal Contemporary’s Nichola Dare has curated a 
unique exhibition, bringing together, for the first time in public, Warmun’s iconic style with rare works from the 
East Kimberley’s other landmark art movement, Jirrawun Arts.

Both art centres came to life in 1998. Aboriginal art legend Rover Thomas set Warmun’s direction, while 
Melbourne gallerist, Tony Oliver, immersed himself in the lives of the Jirrawun artists and gave them a window  
to the post-modernism of Warhol, Miro and Scully. These influences helped shape the remarkable Jirrawun 
Collection, a bold and epic body of work, singing the narratives of the East Kimberley Gija mob. 

Sometimes, Jirrawun artists depicted their country; other times, confronting stories of the massacre and turmoil 
of its people; at all times, their work was coveted by galleries and auction houses around the world. 

Originally formed as a response to the maltreatment of Aboriginal artists by carpetbaggers* and to promote 
equity for remote artists in Kununurra and Wyndham, Jirrawun closed its doors in 2009. Key artists, such as Phyllis 
Thomas, Rammey Ramsey, Peggy Patrick and Rusty Peters continued their painting at Warmun, where, almost a 
decade later, they still inform its direction.  

Jooroob is Gija for ‘Coming Together’ and the exhibition is both a celebration of two decades of East Kimberley 
contemporary art and a rare opportunity to acquire paintings from both Warmun and the prized Jirrawun archive.

About the exhibition



Freddie Timms

Freddie Timms

Bamboo Springs

Cat no: JA133/04

90cm x 120cm

Natural ochre and pigment on canvas

$7,880.00



Mabel Juli

Mabel Juli

Garnkiny Ngarrangkarni

Cat no:  WAR339/18

120cm x 120cm

Natural ochre and pigment on canvas

$11,000.00



Phyllis Thomas

Phyllis Thomas

Gemerre

Cat no: JA181/08

100cm x 80cm

Natural ochre and pigments on board (framed)

$4,480.00



Phyllis Thomas

Phyllis Thomas

Gemerre

Cat no: JA180/08

100cm x 80cm

Natural ochre and pigments on board (framed)

$4,480.00



Phyllis Thomas

Phyllis Thomas

Gemerre

Cat no: JA179/08

100cm x 80cm

Natural ochre and pigments on board

$4,480.00



Mabel Juli

Mabel Juli

Barnkiny Ngarrangkarni

Cat no:  WAC366/18

120cm x 120cm

Natural ochre and pigment on canvas

$11,000.00



Rammey Ramsey

Rammey Ramsey

Warlawoon Country

Cat No: JA219/08

100cm x 80cm

Natural ochre and pigments on board  

(framed)

$5,500.00



Rammey Ramsey

Rammey Ramsey

Warlawoon Country

Cat No: JA320/08

100cm x 80cm

Natural ochre and pigments on board  

(framed)

$5,500.00



Rammey Ramsey

Rammey Ramsey

Warlawoon Country

Cat No: JA094/08

122cm x 135cm

Natural ochre and pigments on canvas

$9,900.00



Rammey Ramsey

Rammey Ramsey

Warlawoon Country

Cat No: JA103/08

122cm x 135cm

Natural ochre and pigments on canvas

$9,900.00



Peggy Patrick

Peggy Patrick

Marlam

Cat no: WAC439/16

80cm x 80cm

Natural Ochre and pigment on canvas 

$2,115.00



Roseanne Patrick

Roseanne Patrick

Untitled

Cat No: JA013/08

80cm x 100cm

Natural ochre and pigments on linen

$1,150.00



Roseanne Patrick

Roseanne Patrick

Untitled

Cat No: JA029/08

100cm x 100cm

Natural ochre and pigments on linen

$1,350.00



For any enquiries please contact Nichola on 0450 929 183 or  nichola@aboriginalcontemporary.com.au

Please join us for the opening night:

1 November, 6pm – 8pm 
254 Bronte Road, Waverley 2024


