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Gum Tree Farm

Farmer: Franny Kansteiner
Farm size: 100 acres
Year established: 1995

Number of years farming: 30
Years reading Acres U.S.A.: From the beginning

Products: We raise Merino sheep to produce luxury wool 

products for the home and human. We also make our own 

hay, grow vegetables, have lamb sausage for sale and other 

farm animals including horses, chickens, dogs, etc. 

Contact: gumtreefarmdesigns.com; 540-883-3134

MEET AN ECO-FARMER

Submit your farm story.  
If published, receive a $50 gift card: 
acresusa.com/meet-an-eco-farmer or 
call 1-800-355-5313.

Middleburg, VirginiaWhy did you begin farming? 

Our early farming experiences be-
gan with horses, but grew to sheep 
when we had children. A trio of sheep 
has now turned into a flock of over 
100 ultrafine Merino sheep. It seemed 
important to create something beau-
tiful out of the luxurious wool our 
sheep were producing. 

Have you always been  
an eco-farmer? 

Because our farm is also our home, 
it has been very important for us 
to raise our animals organically. We 
have done that from the beginning, 
and it has been a good healthy system 
for us. 

What was the biggest hurdle you 
have overcome? 

In the beginning, our biggest chal-
lenges were establishing farming prac-
tices that nurtured our sheep and kept 
them healthy. As the flock has grown 
the adaptations have evolved. Things 
that were not an issue at a dozen 
sheep required different solutions 
when we grew to over 100. Other 
shepherds have been hugely generous 
with sharing knowledge.

What do you enjoy most  
about farming? 

Lambing season is the most chal-
lenging and rewarding part of our 

year. Securing a safe entry into this 
world for our lambs can be tough if 
the weather is cold and wet. Once 
the lambs are safely on the ground 
their charm, inspiring mothers and 
hilarious antics as they grow make it 
all worthwhile.

 
What is your biggest  
current challenge? 

Keeping a larger flock mostly para-
site-free through intensive pasture ro-
tation and frequent assessments dur-
ing the hotter months has been our 
most consistent challenge. 

What is the best piece of farming 
advice you ever received? 

The best advice we were given 
early on was to choose our breeding 
stock very carefully. By only keeping 
known good mothers we have had 
good results with healthy offspring.

What learning opportunities have 
helped you become a better farmer? 

We were very lucky to have Dr. 
Donna Matthews as our first vet. 

She is hugely experienced in sheep 
farming and has helped us with great 
veterinary care, educated us and has 
been comforting when things have 
been challenging. 

What do you see in store for the 
future of sustainable farming? 

We have seen a marked increase in 
interest and business over the last de-
cade in sheep farming and products. 
It is crucial we continue to support 
small farms and farmers. Good farm-
ing practices, especially on a smaller 
scale, contribute to a healthy Earth. 
Products from these farms support 
skilled artisans and form a crucial 
circle of farm-to-table and farm-to-
fashion that is meaningful to both 
farmers and supporters alike. 


