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University of Alberta Golden Bears Virtual Gala at a Glance 

                                                 Thursday, July 16 , 2020 

7:00 PM Emcee Dustin Nielson Opens the night

7:20 PM Live Auction #1

7:30 PM Panel Discussion - UofA Alumni in the CFL

7:56 PM Introduction of Hall of Fame inductee Dan Syrotuik

8:00 PM Brett Kissel performance

8:30 PM Live Auction #2

8:38 PM Keynotes: Trevor Harris, Ricky Ray, Warren Moon

9:10 PM 50/50 Draw

9:10 PM Formal program of event concludes

11:59 PM Silent Auction Closes

dinner program:



emcee    Dustin Neilson Keynote   Warren Moon

Warren Moon  played professional football for 23 
seasons, spending the majority of his career with the Edmonton 
Eskimos in the CFL and the Houston Oilers in the NFL. Moon led the 
Eskimos to a record, five consecutive Grey Cup victories in 1978, 
1979, 1980, 1981, and 1982. Inducted into the Canadian Football 
Hall of Fame and the Eskimos’ Wall of Honour, Moon is ranked fifth 
on a list of the 50 greatest CFL players by TSN.

Dustin Nielson is a seasoned radio pro, having  
done a morning sports show in Edmonton for over a decade. 
Nielson hosts his own ‘Nielson Show’ on TSN 1260, and also does 
CFL Football Play-by-Play for TSN. Nielson is an avid sports fan 
and tremendous voice for amateur sports in Edmonton, including 
the Golden Bears Football program.



Keynote    Ricky Ray Keynote   Trevor Harris

Ricky Ray  compiled a Hall of Fame resume over 16 
seasons in the CFL between the Edmonton Eskimos and the Toronto 
Argonauts. Ray retired in the top-five all-time passing (4th), 
touchdowns (5th), and starts (5th), and will be remembered for his 
accuracy and touch, retiring number 1 all-time with a 68.2 career 
completion percentage. Ray won four Grey Cups as a starting 
quarterback, two with the Eskimos (2003 & 2005) and two with 
the Argos (2012 & 2017). Ray was also inducted to Wall of Honour 
in 2019 as the 31st Edmonton Eskimo, solidifying him as a true 
legend in Edmonton Sport history. 

Trevor Harris  began his professional CFL career with 
the Argonauts, but was quickly signed by the Ottawa Redblacks. 
Harris helped guide his team to the 104th Grey Cup and also set a 
new CFL record for most passing touchdowns in a single playoff 
game with six in 2018. Signing with the Eskimos in February, 
Harris spent 2019 passing for over 4,000 yards and tripling his 
career touchdowns. Leading the Eskimos to the East Finals as the 
crossover team, Harris impressed in his first year in the Green  
and Gold.







UofA Alumni Panel in the CFL

Mark Korte  plays offensive line for the Ottawa 
Redblacks in the CFL. He was drafted by the Redblacks in 
the first round with the fourth overall pick in the 2018 CFL 
entry draft. Mark played with the Golden Bears from 2014 
to 2017. 

David Beard  plays offensive line for the Edmonton 
Eskimos in the CFL. Beard was selected 16th overall in 
the 2015 CFL entry draft. Beard won the Eskimos’ most 
outstanding lineman in 2019 and won a Grey Cup in 2015.  
He also played for the Golden Bears from 2011-2014. 

Hugh O’Neil  is the Kicker and Punter for the 
Edmonton Eskimos in the CFL. He was selected 11th overall 
in the 2011 entry draft after finishing his Golden Bears 
football career (2007-2010) as the Bears’ all-time field goal 
leader (55). 

Justin Lawrence  plays offensive line for the 
Calgary Stampeders in the CFL. Justin was selected 39th 
overal in the 2018 CFL entry draft. Justin was selected 39th 
overall in the 2018 CFL entry draft, winning a Grey Cup in 
the same year with the Calgary Stampeders. He also played 
for the Golden Bears from 2014-2018.



CelebRating
2020’s golden bears hall of fame

i n d u c t e e



Hall of Fame Inductee   Dan Syrotuik

Dan Syrotuik  has been involved in the Alberta football world for over 40 
years. Syrotuik began his volunteer career by becoming one of the original Football Alberta 
board members. His involvement in Football Alberta has involved various roles such as 
NCCP Coaching Certification, Executive Vice President of Programs, President, and Chair of 
Membership Services. Although he has held many positions, his most extensive work has 
been in the field of coaching. After being drafted and playing for the Edmonton Eskimos, 
Dan decided to go back to school and get his Masters and then his PhD. During that time, 
Dan became the assistant coach for the University of Alberta Golden Bears. He coached the 
team for 17 years and helped them win a Vanier Cup in 1980.



Brett Kissell

Brett Kissel  has received 
an armful of Canadian Country Music 
Association Awards. Brett was the 
recipient of the Allan Slaight Honor from 
Canada’s Walk of Fame, the Breakthrough 
Artist of the Year winner at the JUNO 
Awards, and was recognized as the 
International Artist of the Year at a 
Worldwide Radio Summit. Brett has also 
been awarded four consecutive CCMA’s for 
Interactive Artist of the Year, as one of the 
most accessible and down to Earth country 
stars in the world.





Head Coach Message     Chris Morris

Thank you to everyone who has participated in the first Virtual Gala in the history of Golden Bears 
Football. It is difficult to know where to begin thanks. Everyone involved in the Gala has poured so 
much of themselves into their work that there is no real way to repay their efforts. Thanks to all of our 
sponsors and in particular to Arpi’s North for serving as our title sponsor since the inception of this 
event. Thanks to all of the donors of both the silent and live auction items. Thanks to all of our Alumni 
and friends that have chosen to attend this event. 

Finally, thanks to all of the wonderful volunteers that made this event a reality. No one working on 
this project has been financially compensated in any way, what they have done, they have done for 
the love of this program. Golden Bears Football is more than a Football team to those involved,  it is a 
family. This family is of course made up of our players, support staff and coaches but there are many 
other members. This family consists of Alumni, sponsors, parents and many others who make it their 
choice to support what Golden Bears Football stands for.

Thank you to everyone who has made the choice to support us during this very difficult time. We are 
all grateful beyond words.

 Coach Morris 







Thank you to our sponsors
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