
A Better Bait System 

 

Southern California is the home of live bait fishing as we know it today. We are blessed 

with plentiful supplies of anchovies, sardines, mackerel and squid for bait and a broad 

spectrum of hungry gamesters ready and eager to take advantage. This unique 

combination defines our fishery and can make for some unforgettable quality time on the 

water, and the knowledgeable SoCal angler should do all he or she can to create the best 

possible bait system for their boat so they don’t miss out on the fun.. 

 

This is not to say you must have live bait in order to make a catch... because you don’t. 

Just last week I took some good friends on a day trip to Catalina Island aboard my Parker. 

Since there was a temporary lull in the squid population, I took a bunch of my frozen 

squid to get started with and as it turned out, it was all we needed. We found a spot of big 

white seabass that really wanted to bite and we had our limits in short order. But I 

guarantee you that after I met up with a friend and turned him on to the fish and got a few 

passes of live squid in return, I felt a lot happier with the candy bait in the tank!!! 

 

 I grew up fishing with some of the most bait-savvy guys around, so I was taught early on 

some of the critical components of an effective bait system. Today, I’ve incorporated that 

knowledge and much more I’ve learned since into my day to day activities at Pacific 

Edge. We manufacture about twenty sizes of both poly and fiberglass bait tanks and we 

both fish with and advise on expert installations of what we sell. Given our hands on 

experience, it’s easy to make informed decisions when a customer stops by the store and 

wants to either install a new system or upgrade an existing one. 

 

The process starts by spending a little time finding out what type of boat, how many feet 

in length and beam, how much power and how the customer plans to fish. Some are 

casual and just want something simple and others want no expense spared in the creation 

of their dream tank. Either way is fine as long as it makes basic sense given the 

constraints of time, boat size and budget. 

 

A perfect example is the 30’ Rampage we recently worked on. The owner, a regular 

customer in our tackle store, stopped me one day and asked if I could check his rig to see 

how he could get some extra bait capacity prior to our upcoming offshore season. 

I went down and did some basic recon work and discovered the boat had a typical too 

small factory transom tank but plenty of deck space to add a free-standing West Coast 

style tank. Our PE60ST matched both his needs and the available space, a perfect fit. 

 

The actual installation process began with my favorite part... tearing out the parts and 

pieces I wasn’t going to use. The factory had the existing bait pump and the wash down 

pump drawing from the same inlet, a thru-hull with no screen which is a recipe for 

disaster in our debris filled waters. I removed the original pump and replaced it with a 

Jabsco Cyclone Pump #50840, a new model that replaces their venerable Centri-Puppy. 

With a stainless housing, stainless impellor and a new style motor that only draws about 

67amps during its perfectly quiet operation, this pump is a winner. 

 



I designed and built a manifold to distribute the water to either the new tank or the 

transom tank, or both. The new pump was getting a designated high speed pickup, the 

kind with a built in screen that keeps out all but the smallest pieces of debris. The original 

thru-hull had a round screen added for the same reason. I always like to have pumps on 

their own thru-hulls as you then have the ultimate in both dependability and flexibility. 

We use full-port bronze ball valves on the thru-hulls, insuring maximum water flow and 

the guaranteed instant off feature when you put the handle to the closed position. Below 

the water line, I use all bronze fittings with hose barbs with long to accommodate all-

stainless steel hose clamps. 

 

With the inlet system handled, I had to focus on how to get the incoming water out. The 

existing equipment in the boat made it difficult to add a new drain thru-hull, so I opted to 

tee into the drain for the transom tank. The 1 1/2” drain is large enough for both tanks so 

that was not a concern. For both the drain and inlet systems, we usually use live well hose 

with a below the water line rating. Never use non-reinforced hose!!! 

 

The actual tank installation started with the selection of the actual location, measured out 

as precisely as possible. A pencil line around the tank provides a future reference, then 

the tank bottom was carefully scribed or fitted to the exact contour of that particular deck. 

The location of the hole for the hoses was determined and double checked before the 

saber saw actually started its deadly work. Make sure of the location of the fuel tank, 

hoses, wiring and deck supports prior to drilling or sawing. Many of today’s boats (as did 

Ron’s) have an aluminum backup plate for fighting chair support glassed in the deck so 

be prepared.  Then seal the raw edges with West systems epoxy or a layer of 4200 

sealant, install the deck plate, mount the cleats, drill the mounting holes and vacuum up 

the dust prior to final installation.  

 

The heavy walled hose we use is not easy to slip on to the fittings on the tank so be sure 

to leave enough extra to work with. Careful application of heat from a heat gun to slightly 

soften the hose is usually necessary to get it on. Anytime your hose slips on easily with 

out heat, be sure to double check for leaks as that hose does not clamp down much on 

improperly sized hose barbs. 

 

With everything squeaky clean and ready to slip into place, I set the tank in place and 

taped off the pencil line I marked on the deck as well as the lower edge of the tank. Then 

using some spacer (I just use the #14 mounting screws) to raise the tank a ¼” or so which 

allows the nozzle on a cartridge of properly colored silicone a lay a fat bead of sealant 

under the edge of the tank. Then, set the tank back in place, seal the screw holes and 

drive in the screws. You should have a nice bead of sealant to clean up, but it is easy 

given the fact the tank/deck were taped off first.  I wiped off the excess with a finger 

(trying not to get it all over everything), pulled the tape and if a final touchup is 

necessary, use some alcohol on a clean rag. The tank looked as if it were literally molded 

to the deck. 

 

With everything double checked, I turned on the pump and checked the fill time. On 

smaller tanks, something in the 6-8 minute range is perfect. With another check for leaks, 



a final search for tools in the bilge and the job was done, the better bait system all 

installed and ready for the offshore season!!! 

 

 

 

 

 


