
A feature documentary directed by Pamela Tanner Boll
and co-directed and edited by Nancy C. Kennedy

From the producing team, that won an Academy
Award for Born Into Brothels, comes WHO
DOES SHE THINK SHE IS?, a film that
examines some of the most pressing issues of our
time: parenting and work, partnering and
independence, economics and art.

The film follows five women artists as they
navigate the economic, psychological, and
spiritual challenges of making work outside the
elite art world. From Hawaii’s Big Island to the suburbs of Ohio, from New York City to
the deserts of New Mexico, we watch as these women—ranging in age from 27 to
65—fight to honor their vision and their families every day.

Interviews with experts like Riane Eisler (The Chalice and the Blade), Maura Reilly
(Sackler Center for Feminist Art-Brooklyn Museum) and the Guerrilla Girls add a
cultural context for these women’s uplifting journeys. It is not accolades they seek; it’s
simply the radical opportunity to live whole.

Pamela Tanner Boll co-executive produced the Academy award-winning film, Born
into Brothels: The Kids of Calcutta's Red Light District.  She is currently producing the
film projects: Global Moms; Life on the Edge: True Stories of Doctors Without
Borders; 9/12: From Chaos to Community; Kashmir; and In a Dream.

Nancy C. Kennedy edited the Sundance Grand Jury winner Why We Fight (2005) and
Sundance winners Thank You and Goodnight and Riding the Rails. She also co-directed
and edited Bluegrass Journey and Who’s On First.

Running Time: 82 mins
Shooting Format: HDCAM
Screening Format: HD, Digibeta, Beta SP
Dates of Production: 2005 – 2008
Theatrical Opening: New York City, Angelika Film Center, Oct 17, 2008
Website/trailer/downloadable press kit: www.whodoesshethinksheis.net



SYNOPSIS

From the producing team, that won an Academy Award for Born Into Brothels, comes

WHO DOES SHE THINK SHE IS?, a film that examines some of the most pressing

issues of our time: parenting and work, partnering and independence, economics and art.

The film follows five women artists as they navigate the economic, psychological, and

spiritual challenges of making work outside the elite art world. From Hawaii’s Big Island

to the suburbs of Ohio, from New York City to the deserts of New Mexico, we watch as

these women—ranging in age from 27 to 65—fight to honor their vision and their

families every day.

“(This film) is not about being a woman or being a woman artist but rather how
to be a human, how to find your true place in life.”

Jean M Murphy
Wellesley Centers for Women

Interviews with experts like Riane Eisler (The Chalice and the Blade), Maura Reilly

(Sackler Center for Feminist Art-Brooklyn Museum) and the Guerrilla Girls add a

cultural context for these women’s uplifting journeys. It is not accolades they seek; it’s

simply the radical opportunity to live whole.

“The women have a heroism that we don’t see in our society anymore. (The film)
awakens an advocate in me. I wanted to march on Capitol Hill!”

Jessie Dill Cousins
Wellesley Centers for Women



WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING ABOUT THE FILM

 “Pamela Boll's documentary is a call to arms: Rise up, ladies, with those chisels and
paintbrushes and pens!”

Robert Wilonsky
The Village Voice

“…an engaging documentary about the struggle to create art while nurturing life.”
Jeannette Catsoulis
The New York Times

“Can women follow their artistic instincts and still function as wives and mothers?
Pamela Tanner Boll's articulate documentary answers that question with a qualified
"Yes.”

V.A. Musetto
The New York Post

“Who Does She Think She Is? provides a nuanced look at the sacrifices and challenges
facing female artists who become mothers. The stories of the diverse artists profiled in
the film mirror those of many professional women — they struggle with periods of not
making art; they watch their marriages fail when their commitment to their artistic talent
doesn’t mesh with a partner’s vision of a wife; they do work they don’t really want to do
to stay afloat financially.”

 Marci Alboher
Shifting Careers -- New York Times

“Who Does She Think She Is? is a terrific documentary that discusses the challenges,
rewards and struggles of women artists in our culture.”

Melissa Silverstein
Women & Hollywood blog

“Watching their struggles, hearing these women, I just felt bigger than I’ve ever felt —
more empowered, more aware, more sure, and more focused. SEE THIS FILM!!! You’ll
be glad you did.”

Sue Hodara
Sue’s News blog



DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

As a girl, I painted, drew and wrote stories. But as I learned about the solitary, suicide-

prone lives of women artists, I grew frightened. So, after college I fled into the business

world and started a family.

However, when I had my first child, I was re-awakened to what mattered, by the

unexpected ferocity of love, deep passion and the terror of caring for this new life. I had

to write and to paint to make sense of these feelings—through mothering I regained my

creative confidence.

Four years ago, I realized I was back at the crossroads -- my boys were nearly grown –

launched, beautiful. But, I had no book or gallery representation to show for 20 years of

making art in the cracks of my caregiving. I felt empty.

Then I met Maye Torres. Like me, a mother of three boys and an artist, Maye brought me

to the beginning of my film.  How had she been able to balance art and family while I had

not? And  what about other women? Who Does She Think She Is? was my search to find

some contemporary heroines to provoke and inspire all of us to demand more from our

work, our creativity and our lives.

Pamela Tanner Boll,
Director



PRODUCTION TEAM BIOS

DIRECTOR
Pamela Tanner Boll is an artist, writer, filmmaker, and activist.  Pam co-executive produced the
Academy award-winning documentary, Born into Brothels.  She is currently producing the film
projects: Global Moms; Life on the Edge: True Stories of Doctors Without Borders; 9/12: From
Chaos to Community; Kashmir; and In a Dream. Pamela grew up in Parkersburg, West Virginia
then graduated from Middlebury College.  She and her husband live in Massachusetts where they
have raised their three sons.

EDITOR/CO-DIRECTOR
Nancy Kennedy  is a New York based editor with several award-winning films to her credit,
including Sundance Grand Jury winner Why We Fight (2005) and Sundance winners Thank You
and Goodnight and Riding the Rails. She has also co-directed and edited several independent
documentaries, most recently, Bluegrass Journey and Who’s On First (baseball comes to
Greece) and is currently directing a film about feminism, She’s Beautiful When She’s Angry.
Her many editing credits include work at all the major networks on television series such as
GREAT PERFORMANCES, AMERICAN EXPERIENCE, WIDE ANGLE, 60 MINUTES,
and NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC Specials.

PRODUCER
Michelle Seligson is a senior researcher and associate director at the Wellesley College Center for
Research on Women, where, from 1979 to 1999, she founded and directed a national organization
dedicated to improving after-school child care programs for school-age children.  Seligson co-
authored Early Childhood Education and the Public Schools: Between Promise and Practice
(Auburn House Press, 1989). In 2003, her research resulted in a book on the need for personal
development of child care staff: Bringing Yourself To Work: A Guide to Successful Staff
Development in After School Programs which was published by Teacher’s College Press,
Columbia University.  In 2000, Seligson was accepted as a candidate in the analytic training
program of the CG Jung Institute of Boston and will son complete her certification.

CINEMATOGRAPHER
Gary Henoch is a cinematographer with more than 25 years experience including film
and HD projects for NOVA, NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC, NATURE, AMERICAN
EXPERIENCE, FRONTLINE, numerous PBS series, and Discovery Channel series.
His recent credits include Forgotten Genius, a two-hour NOVA about Dr. Percy Julian
featuring Ruben Santiago Hudson and feature film projects including; The Legend of
Lucy Keyes starring Julie Delpy and Justin Theroux, and Made Up, the directorial debut
of actor Tony Shalhoub, starring Tony Shalhoub, Brooke Adams, Gary Sinise and Eva
Amurri. Henoch is a continuing Guest Teacher of Documentary Filmmaking at Columbia
University Graduate School of Journalism.



PRODUCTION TEAM

DIRECTOR/EXEC. PRODUCER Pamela Tanner Boll

CO-DIRECTOR / EDITOR Nancy Kennedy

PRODUCERS Will Dunning and Michelle Seligson

DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY Gary Henoch

COMPOSER John McDowell

WRITTEN BY  Pamela T. Boll/Nancy Kennedy
and Will Dunning

ASSISTANT EDITOR/ Laura Madden
ASSOCIATE PRODUCER

CONSULTING PRODUCERS Kerthy Fix and Heidi Reinberg

SOUND RECORDIST Juan Rodriguez

ADDITONAL ASSISTANT EDITOR Michelle Chang

FILMED ON LOCATION IN:
 

Watertown, MA
Ogunquit, ME
Taos, NM
Albuquerque, NM
NewYork, NY
Brooklyn, N
Pomona, NY
North Bergen , NJ

Providence, RI
Chicago, IL
St. Vincent and the Grenadines
Kealekekua, HI
Columbus, OH
Carmel, CA
Brooklyn Museum, Brooklyn



GENDER EQUITY FACTS
Source: Guerrilla Girls

• The number of professionally trained artists and art historians in the U.S. – Males 52%, Females
48%

• Percentage of artists at major institutions:
o National Gallery of Art -- 98% male, 99.9% white
o National Portrait Gallery -- 93% male, 99% white
o Hirshhorn Museum - modern and contemporary art -- 95% male, 94% white

• Exhibition opportunities: Juried (artists unknown to juror) – Males 52%, Females 48%
• Exhibitions opportunities: Invited (artists known to juror) – Males 80%, Females 20%
• Gender distribution of visual artists in art texts  – Males 90%, Females 10%
• Of the over 100 Tonys awarded since 1947 for theater direction, only 2-5% have been to women

Directors; only 2-6% to African American Directors.

Source: A Room of Her Own: A Foundation For Women Writers and Artists
• Only 9 out of 52 winners of the National Book Award for Fiction are women.
• Only 11 out of 48 winners of the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction have been women.
• Women writers won 63% of the awards but less than 30% of the money in awards reported by

Poets & Writers. (Jan/Feb ‘03 issue).
• 94% of all the writing awards at the Oscars have gone to men.
• A recent study by the Coalition of Women’s Arts Organizations showed that in all 1-person shows

for living artists in American museums, only 2% of the featured artists are women.
• 51% of all visual artists are female and women hold 53% of art degrees, but 80% of college faculty

members are male.

 Source: MomsRising.org
• Only four countries in the world fail to provide paid maternity leave to all workers:

o Lesotho, Swaziland, Papua, New Guinea and the United States
• The average college graduate who becomes a mother will sacrifice a million dollars over her

lifetime.
• Businesses that create flexible work environments find that productivity goes up, they attract more

talent, turnover is reduced and their bottom line improves.
• Single women make 90% of what men make
• Women with children make 73% of what men make
• Single women with children make 60% of what men make
• Paid maternity leave is proven to lower child mortality, improve children’s learning, and reduce

juvenile delinquency.
• Paid maternity leave:

o Sweden -- 15 months
o Canada -- 12 months

o U.K. -- 6 months
o U.S. -- 0 months

o California just started offering parental leave for 6 or 12 weeks.



By JEANNETTE CATSOULIS
Published: October 17, 2008

Five female artists explore the competing
demands of muse and family in “Who Does
She Think She Is?,” an engaging
documentary about the struggle to create art
while nurturing life.

For Maye Torres, whose mountain home in
New Mexico overflows with her paintings
and sculptures, this has meant divorce, guilt
and feeding her three sons on $24,000 a
year. Janis Wunderlich, on the other hand,
seems cheerfully adept at managing five
children, a husband and a successful career
as a sculptor. Only when we examine her
fantastical, disturbing figures — often with
rabbit ears and tiny, toothy creatures
swarming over them — do we see explicit
evidence of her internal conflict.

Calmly directed by Pamela Tanner Boll,
“Who Does She Think She Is?” is about
answering the call to self-expression in the
face of biological imperatives and cultural
programming. The Guerrilla Girls and other
feminists appear for an enlightening primer
on sexism in the art world, while the artist
Larry Bell inadvertently backs them up by

recalling his long-ago decision to mentor
Ms. Torres when she appeared as “a cute
girl in shorts and halter top” at his front
door.

Dismissal is even more painful when it’s
closer to home. “I always thought it was a
hobby to kill time and stress,” says one son
of his mother’s painting. Perhaps he’ll watch
this movie and understand.

WHO DOES SHE THINK SHE IS?

Opens on Friday in Manhattan.

Directed by Pamela Tanner Boll; written by
Ms. Tanner Boll, Nancy Kennedy and Will
Dunning; director of photography, Gary
Henoch; edited by Ms. Kennedy; music by
John McDowell; produced by Mr. Dunning
and Michelle Seligson; released by Artistic
License Films. At the Angelika Film Center,
Mercer and Houston Streets, Greenwich
Village. Running
time: 1 hour 24 minutes. This film is not
rated.



By V.A. MUSETTO

Rating: stars

Last updated: 11:19 am
October 17, 2008
Posted: 12:57 am
October 17, 2008

CAN women follow their artis tic instincts and still function as wives and mothers? Pamela Tanner
Boll's articulate documentary "Who Does She Think She Is?" answers that question with a qualified
"Yes."

She profiles five women of varied backgrounds - an actor, two sculptors, a painter and a
printmaker - most of whom manage (despite staggering odds) to successfully juggle their
nurturing and artistic needs .

In all but one case, husbands, children and wives appear satisfied with their lives.

As it happens, Bolls is her own best example: She is an artist, writer, filmmaker, feminist activist -
and a wife and mother of three sons.

Running time: 84 minutes. Not rated (nothing objectionable). At the Angelika, Mercer and Houston
streets.







   







         

Who Does She Think She Is? Valuing Women Artists in Our
Culture

Who Does She Think She Is? is a terrific documentary that
discusses the challenges, rewards and struggles of women artists
in our culture. Director Pamela Tanner Boll introduces us to five
women who I am convinced I would never, ever had heard about
had this documentary not been made. They were all extremely
interesting but the stand out is Maye Torres, a sculptor and
painter based in Taos, NM. This is a woman born to create. You
can see that while watching her in her studio, you can see that
when she speaks, you can see that when she interacts with her
amazing sons (who value their mom and her work in such an
impressively sophisticated way). She could not do anything else
with her life, yet she has never been valued -- either with
recognition or with commissions -- as a male artist is.

It is well documented in the arts that women's work is
undervalued and at times dismissed (see post from earlier this
week: The Art World Doesn't Treat Women Equally) because the
feminine sphere is deemed as "less than" the maculine sphere.
Women artists, just like women activists, have been erased from
history. This is not news, but its still interesting to see it played
out in real life. Director Boll shows how these women balance
their lives and their families and how these women are better
artists for being mothers, and are better mothers because they can
embrace their creativity. I thought it was really interesting and
raised important questions about what we value in our culture and
why.

Check out the trailer:

Director Pamela Tanner Boll answered some questions about the
film:

Women & Hollywood: Why do you think this is an important
film?

Pamela Tanner Boll: Because the "work world" still operates on
an assumption that a "serious worker, serious professional" will
work single-mindedly--more than forty hours a week. And this
leaves no time, no energy for parenting. We say we value
"mothering" yet we ask our families to cobble together sub-par
child care arrangements--if both parents work full time. In the art
world, this problem is compounded by the fact that art-making,
often does not pay, is sometimes dismissed as a "hobby" and is
considered an "extra." Art is the first program to be cut in the
schools--yet art--whether storytelling, music-making, visual
expression, sculpting--is what defines us as human AND, at its
best, gives us a sense and a picture of what matters to us as a
people. The great civilizations of the past are known to us by the
art they left behind. Pots! And houses and temples and paintings.

W&H: What do you want women (and men) to learn about these
women and their work?

PTB: I want men, women and children to see that art-making is a
vital aspect of being human--that it adds pleasure and knits
together communities. I want people to see these women doing
their art and raising their children and understanding that "art"
can come out of the weaving together of these roles. Our notion
of the artist is often one who stands outside of society--a loner, a
defiant. These women enrich the lives of everyone who
experiences their art WHILE being present for their loved ones.
Art comes out of their care-giving. It's a new model.

W&H: How did you come up with the idea to make a
documentary like this?

PTB: The film came out of my own experience of coming back to
writing and to drawing only after the birth of my first child. I'd
been a poet in college, won awards, but turned my back on the
blank page and its bottomless demands, feeling it would be too
difficult to keep imagining new worlds. And I was terrified of
becoming a bag lady--unable to support myself--so went to work
on Wall Street as a commodity trader. This was the 80s and
women were supposed to have "serious" careers! Then I had a
baby and the unending love and huge terror I felt for him plunged
me back into writing--the only way I had truly ever been able to
make sense of my experience and to mark the moments of my
life. I am now the mother of three nearly grown young men.
Beautiful. launched. But me? Even though I wrote stories and
painted and had exhibits and readings--the work was always done
in the cracks of family life. And I felt guilty, torn, never in the
right place...so I set out to see how other women had handled
this.

W&H: How do we help make the feminine sphere more powerful
in our culture?

PTB: We make the feminine sphere more powerful by refusing,
as a block, as a body-- to act as though our caring, our work in
the family and for the family--is not work. Men and women need
to stand up together and take back their lives--80 hours of work a
week does no one any good in the long run. We have to start
valuing work done in the home--monetizing the labor of love.

W&H: What are the goals for your film? Will you be showing it
in schools?

PTB: Goals-- I want the film to start a conversation about living a
life where one's heart, mind and body are more integrated. I want
the film to inspire young people to sing, to write, to paint. I want
older people to see that to sing, or tell stories or to sculpt--can
energize and enliven one's self and community AND that one
need NOT be a "genius" or "talented" to pursue these acts. We
have done ourselves a disservice by allowing only those who are
"gifted" or "talented" to pursue the arts. To be expressive is
human. And to express some of the experiences unique to
women--is overdue.

W&H: What message do you want to send through the title- Who
Does She Think She is?

PTB: How many times have I stopped myself from saying
something, from writing, from sharing a new painting because
"who do I think I am." I think women are still sensitive to the
criticism of standing out, calling attention to oneself. The good
woman puts her needs aside for the sake of others. Or she risks
being called selfish. This film shows women who give
themselves permission to be at the center of their own lives, to
dream their dream without turning their backs on the dreams of
those they love.

Film opens in NY at the Angelika Theatre today. Director Pamela
Tanner Boll will be at the 5 and 7pm shows today (Friday) and
tomorrow for a Q&A following the screening.

Posted: October 17, 2008

More info: Who Does She Think She Is?
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