
urban hints shawl 
by Helen Reed

a Woollenwords production

This shawl is designed to be  
the perfect match for a single 
cake of my Urban Hints gradient 
yarn: the contrast shade 
gradually dapples in and 
intensifies. It is worked as a 
triangle, with spine and edge 
increases, ending with a simple 
lace row and a picot bind-off. (To 
get the same colour effect as in 
the picture, knit from the centre 
of the cake.)

Recommended yarn: The Wool 
Kitchen Urban Hints gradient 4ply, 
100g, 370m/405yards, 50% ethical 
merino, 50%silk 

Needles: 4.5mm or size required 
to get gauge. This pattern is 
designed to make the most of a 
single cake, so adjust needle size 
to achieve the blocked gauge. I am 
a slack knitter, so you may need to 
go up a needle size. 

Gauge: 15sts x 30rows =10cm/4”(after strong blocking)(19x27 before blocking)

Finished measurements: 160cm/63x55cm/22 

Note on yarn usage: To make the most of your cake of Urban Hints, weigh the 
yarn before you begin, and continue increases until you have 10% of the cake left.

Abbreviations:  
BO bind off; CDD slip 2 together as if to knit, k1, pass 2 slipped stitches over;  
CO cast on; k knit; m marker; pm place marker; sm slip marker; st/s stitch/es;  
yo yarn over 



INSTRUCTIONS 

Cast on 9 stitches, using long-tail 
cast-on.

Set-up row (RS): K2, yo, k2, yo, pm, 
k1, pm, yo, k2, yo, k2. (4 sts 
increased; 13 sts total)

Next row: Purl.

Row 1: (K2, yo, k to m, yo, sm, k1, 
sm, yo,k to last 2 sts, yo, k2. (4 sts 
increased)

Row 2: Purl. 

Repeat Rows 1&2 until you have 10% of the yarn left, and your stitch count is a 
multiple of 8, plus 5. Like this: 2 edge stitches, X (multiple of 4), 1 centre stitch, X 
(same multiple of 4), 2 edge stitches. I stopped at 261 stitches.

Next row (RS): K2, *yo, CDD, yo, k1; repeat from * to first marker; sm, yo, k1, yo, 
sm, **k1, yo, CDD, yo; repeat from ** to final 2 sts, k2.

Next row: Purl.

Picot bind-off: Using cable cast-on, CO 3 sts, BO 6 sts, * place st from RH 
needle back on LH needle, CO 3 sts, BO 7 sts; rep from * to last 4 sts, then CO 3, 
BO 6, CO 3, BO 4. 

All stitches will have been bound off. Break yarn, draw through final stitch and 
weave in ends. Block to approximate measurements as given above. Allow to dry! 
Wear! Enjoy!

 
This pattern © Helen Reed 2016. All rights reserved.  

For queries, email thewoolkitchen@outlook.com. For The Wool Kitchen yarn, visit etsy.com/shop/thewoolkitchen 
or Wild and Woolly, London. I’d love to see your projects on Ravelry (look for The Wool Kitchen and Her 

Woolheads group) or on Instagram (@thewoolkitchen).
This has a been a Woollenwords production. To work with Amelia Hodsdon, email woollenwords@gmail.com
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