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INTRODUCTION 
A Rose For Livvy is a story about an Internet predator and Internet danger. This leader’s 
guide is designed to facilitate classroom discussion and help students apply strategies and 
skills to enhance their personal safety, improve use of community resources, and reduce 
high-risk online behaviors. The guide is aligned with the National Health Education 
Standards. 
 
A Rose For Livvy is part of the What’s Next health communications series produced by 
the Metro Council for Teen Potential. This series has been developed under the 
supervision of an advisory board of teachers, community-based health educators and 
health communicators with an emphasis on positive youth asset development, health 
skills building, health maintenance and disease prevention. The series has gone through 
an extensive focus group process with youth, as well as health educators. Each video in 
the series has a companion leader’s guide to promote health maintenance skill building 
for middle and high school youth. 
 
The videos feature a multiracial company of actors to defuse the idea that any risk 
behaviors are specific to, or more prevalent in, any racial, economic, ethnic, or gender 
group. 
 
NATIONAL HEALTH EDUCATION STANDARDS 
“National Health Education Standards offer a coherent vision of what it means to be 
health literate. The Standards describe the knowledge and skills essential to the 
development of health literacy. That knowledge includes the most important and enduring 
ideas, issues, and concepts related to achieving good health. Those skills include the ways 
of communicating, reasoning, and investigating which characterize a health-literate 
person.” 
 
 
The following standards align most closely with the content of this video program: 
 
Standard 2. Students will demonstrate the ability to access valid health information and 
health-promoting products and services. 
 Performance Indicator: 
  • Demonstrate the ability to access school and community health services  
  for self and others. 
 
Standard 3. Students will demonstrate the ability to practice health-enhancing behaviors 
and reduce health risks. 
 Performance Indicator: 
  • Develop strategies to improve or maintain personal, family, and   
  community health. 
 
Standard 4. Students will analyze the influence of culture, media, technology, and other 
factors on health. 
 Performance Indicator: 



 • Evaluate the impact of technology on personal, family, and community health. 
 
This represents the work of the Joint Committee on National Health Education Standards. 
Copies of National Health Education Standards: Achieving Health Literacy can be 
obtained through the American School Health Association, the Association for the 
Advancement of Health Education or the American Cancer Society. 
 
OBJECTIVE 
Students will demonstrate the ability to practice strategies and skills to enhance their 
personal health and safety, and to avoid potentially dangerous online situations. 
 
 
SYNOPSIS 
A Rose For Livvy is the compelling story of a lonely girl who develops an online 
relationship that evolves into a personal encounter with someone who turns out to be an 
Internet predator. The video is approximately 29 minutes long. 
 
Segment 1. (Scenes 1 – 3) 
In Segment 1, we are introduced to the topic of Internet dangers in Mr. Brown’s high 
school computer science class. We learn that a girl is missing from a nearby school, 
presumed abducted by someone she has met on the Internet. Mr. Brown uses the case of 
this missing girl to teach the class about Internet safety. The class engages in a lot of 
lively discussion, but one girl is noticeably silent. She is Livvy Parker, a new girl, who 
doesn’t seem to have many friends. 
 
In the next scene, Livvy is in the library when Vanessa and Taylor, two girls from her 
class, enter. Livvy watches from a distance as the two girls experiment with an Internet 
chat room. They quickly discover that it isn’t for them, so they leave. Livvy, however, is 
intrigued and tries it out for herself. 
 
The next scene finds us in Livvy’s apartment much later that afternoon. Livvy is very 
excited to see her mother—she is very proud that she has received an A on a story she has 
written, as well as words of praise and encouragement from her writing teacher. Livvy’s 
mother, however, is distracted with her own plans for the evening and disappoints Livvy 
by barely looking at her story. Miffed, Livvy throws herself on the couch and turns on the 
TV news. The lead story is about the missing girl. Livvy sees a little of the newscast, but 
abruptly gets up and follows her mom into the kitchen. She misses the portion of the 
story that tells about an Internet predator—Jason Bennett—who has been released on bail 
pending his trial for sexual assault. 
 
Now alone, an angry Livvy slams around the kitchen looking for something for dinner. 
Finally she settles in at her computer and starts a conversation with someone in a chat 
room. 
 
 
 



Segment 2. (Scene 4) 
In a series of images, we see Livvy chatting away on her computer over a number of days 
and weeks. She is clearly spending a lot of time talking to her new Internet companion. 
Finally, we pick up on the conversation. Livvy (Sweetypi) and her online friend 
(NIXX) make plans to meet at a nearby mall. NIXX tells Livvy that she will know him 
by the roses he will be carrying. He says he is especially looking forward to hearing her 
read her story to him. 
 
Segment 3. (Scenes 5 – 6) 
The scene opens in the mall. Sweetypi and NIXX meet and introduce themselves by their 
real names—his is Jason. Livvy is shocked to discover Jason is much, much older than 
she thought. He suggests that they leave, but she is obviously reluctant. He tempts her by 
telling her that he has a friend who is a publisher and might be interested in putting her 
story in a magazine. Livvy can’t resist this temptation, and they leave together. Livvy and 
Jason go to his apartment—a strange place filled with vases of roses, clown dolls and his 
computer. Jason drinks a couple of beers and tries to become intimate with Livvy. She 
fights with him and bolts out of the apartment. 
 
Segment 4. (Scene 7) 
It is several days later, and we are back in Mr. Brown’s classroom. Mr. Brown asks Livvy 
to stay after class—something is obviously the matter and he wants to be helpful. Livvy 
is initially resistant, but as the story ends, we see that she will open up and disclose her 
frightening encounter to her caring teacher. 
 
 
HOW TO USE A ROSE FOR LIVVY 
We strongly suggest that you view the video in advance so that you are prepared to adapt 
the program to best suit the needs of your classroom or program. 
 
• It is suggested that the video be viewed in its entirety under your supervision. 
• After viewing the entire video, replay it with pauses to introduce discussion and 
activities at the conclusion of each segment. 
 
The strategies include large group brainstorming, small group discussions, role-plays, and 
independent research. The curriculum can also be enhanced with visits from community 
health educators and clinicians. 
 
Note: Investigate and observe your district’s guidelines before inviting community 
speakers to your classroom. 
 
STUDENT DISCLOSURE 
 
Sexual exploitation includes: 
 • online enticement of children for sex acts 
 • child prostitution 
 • possession, manufacture and distribution of child pornography 



 • child – sex tourism (travel abroad to engage in sexual activity with a child 
 under eighteen) 
 • child sexual molestation (not in the family) 
 • unsolicited obscene material sent to a child 
 
If a student should disclose anything to you regarding sexual exploitation, report the 
information to your administration and to the Cybertipline (www.cybertipline.com) or the 
national Child Pornography Tipline (1-800-843-5678). The National Center for Missing 
and Exploited Children (NCMEC), in partnership with the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, Bureau of Customs Immigration Enforcement, U.S. Secret Service, and 
state and local law enforcement in Internet Crimes Against Children Task Forces, 
operates these tiplines.  
 
If a student should disclose anything to you regarding sexual exploitation in the home, 
you may also need to notify Child Protective Services. Check your state laws and 
district’s policy/procedure for reporting. 
 
If a student discloses that they are in an abusive relationship, listen to her/him and ask if 
s/he would like support. You will need to assess the student’s risk in the relationship. Let 
the student know that if you feel s/he is in imminent danger you may need to seek help. 
However it is best to empower the student—don’t force the student to break up with the 
abuser, don’t drag the student to a counselor, etc. Give the student options that you feel 
comfortable offering. Follow up with the student in subsequent days and weeks—your 
responsibility is not to harass the student about the relationship but to be present in that 
student’s life as a supportive and open adult. 
 
Additional Resources 
National Center for Missing and Exploited Children 
www.missingkids.org
 
NCMEC for Kids 
www.netsmartz.org
 
Get Net Wise 
www.getnetwise.org
 
A Parent’s Guide to Internet Safety 
www.nfbi.gov/publications/pguide/pguide.htm
www.safeteens.com
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.missingkids.org/
http://www.netsmartz.org/
http://www.getnetwise.org/
http://www.nfbi.gov/publications/pguide/pguide.htm
http://www.safeteens.com/


CLASSROOM STRATEGIES AND SKILLS PRACTICE 
The strategies that follow are designed to help students develop an awareness of the 
potential risks and dangers that may exist when using the Internet and to develop skills to 
reduce/avoid threatening situations. 
 
Although this video focuses on the risks/dangers of the Internet, students may encounter 
perpetrators/predators in other situations, such as waiting for a bus, using toll-free phone 
numbers, walking to school etc. This video can serve as a catalyst for developing 
strategies to deal with perpetrators/predators and potentially dangerous situations. 
 
Strategies that are identified as an option include ways of looking at other contexts where 
students may encounter perpetrators. 
 
Brainstorm: What happened in this story? Make a list of all the things that contributed to 
placing Livvy in a dangerous situation. 
 
Brainstorm: Other than the Internet, what are situations and/or places where students may 
encounter a perpetrator/predator? (Be sure to include bus stops, toll-free numbers, at the 
mall, walking to school, etc.) 
 
Strategy: To help students recognize the risks and potential dangers of the Internet, 
students can use A Rose for Livvy to develop an Internet awareness and safety class that 
will be presented to a specific audience. Students and parents/guardians need to be alert 
to the risks and dangers, as well as the opportunities, that exist as they use the Internet, 
including access to illegal content on the Web or receiving inappropriate and unsolicited 
e-mail or chat messages. Individuals who prey on children have quickly adapted to the 
online community and often use computer technology to seek unsupervised access to, and 
contact with, children. 
 
Strategy: Based on students’ brainstorming responses, develop a safety class to address 
Internet safety, as well as perpetrator awareness in other contexts. 
 
Goals: The goals of developing the Internet awareness/perpetrator awareness and safety 
class are: 
 • To identify positive uses of the Internet as well as its risks and dangers 
 • To identify other situations where students may encounter a perpetrator/ 
 predator 
 • To increase their knowledge and develop skills to reduce/avoid threatening  
 situations 
 
Research: Student groups will research safety information using the suggested resources. 
Research should also include finding agencies and resources that provide information and 
assistance in protecting students from perpetrators and predators. 
 



Brainstorm: Brainstorm rules that students, classes, and families can establish to reduce 
risks of the Internet/other situations. (Refer to the National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children, "Know the Rules.") 
 
Brainstorm: Using the situation in the video, the group should brainstorm scenarios that 
might present risky or dangerous situations for students. Using the rules and their 
research, group members should role-play how they would handle these situations. 
 
Group: Divide students into groups. Each group will choose an audience (elementary 
students, middle school, high school, or adults/parents). 
 
 • Arrange for students to teach the class they developed. 
 • Decide on an appropriate length of time for the class. 
 • Prepare the class by brainstorming what should be included in the presentation. 
 Use the situations in the video and student research to help decide what your 
 audience should know to avoid the risks and dangers of the Internet (and other 
 situations where students may encounter a perpetrator) or what parents need to 
 know to protect their children.  
 
Points that may be included in the awareness class: 
 • Facts about who is at risk for abduction. (Use local statistics and facts from the 
 National Center for Missing and Exploited Children.) 
 • Positive and negative or dangerous uses of the Internet 
 • Rules to reduce risks 
 • Practice by creating scenarios and role-playing reduction of risk in those 
 situations. 
 • Information about chat rooms and instant messaging 
 • The importance of not giving personal information because students don’t know 
 who they are communicating with. In addition to names and addresses, personal
 information includes the name or location of a school, school colors, the name of 
 a sports team, etc. 
 • Tricks that are used to lure children/ teens to continue conversation on the 
 Internet or to meet the person they are communicating with, e.g., when NIXX told 
 Sweetypi that he would read her story and that he had a friend who was a 
 publisher 
 • Option: Other than the Internet, how can tricks be used to lure students? Give 
 examples: bribes, offers, animals, emergencies, flattery, etc. 
 • Resources where students and parents can get help 
 
Groups should determine how the information will be presented and what materials will 
be created to enhance their presentation. 
 
 
 
 



Assessment: Group members present the class to their targeted audience. A checklist 
should be created to see if all critical points were covered, if all group members 
participated, and to check research and materials used. After the class, give group 
members the opportunity to discuss the successful parts of the class, and to identify what 
they would change. 
 
Activity: Invite guest speakers from local agencies to discuss online safety/perpetrator 
awareness and how to access help.* 
 
*Investigate and observe your district’s policies/guidelines before inviting community 
speakers in to your classroom. 
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