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               GENERATION NOW 
 
Program Overview 
 
Generation Now is a six-part DVD series that addresses a major problem affecting today’s youth, 
parental neglect.  Neglect occurs when parents choose not to fulfill their obligations, and can 
often lead to emotional abuse. This program is designed to teach teenagers how to cope with 
neglect by making positive choices in life, in spite of parental neglect.  
 
Parents find themselves enslaved by poverty and an overachieving society, which leaves young 
people emotionally neglected and without guidance. Generation Now explores effects of 
emotional neglect on teens. In this program, teens are exposed to different family situations 
ranging from emotional to physical abuse. The program begins with a series of plots depicting 
frustrations of teens and their interactions with family members. 
 
In this timely program, we meet Nil, Siah, Zero, and Eletra, a group of average young people 
from diverse socio-economic and ethnic backgrounds —each struggles with the very real issues 
of absentee parenting, apathy, and lack of emotional support from family and community.  After 
several attempts of behaving positively, and the search for strong parental guidance, our young 
protagonists and their company of friends makes a series of irrational choices and things take a 
turn for the worse. The group of teens decides to lash out against parents and the community 
through acts of petty theft, robbery, lies, and vandalism. However, morality sets into the mind of 
Eletra, as she struggles to choose love or hatred for her father.  
 
We also follow Siah's plight in her search for love, love she cannot find at home. When she is 
nearly kidnapped by an internet predator and manages to escape his grasp, the audience 
experiences the very real threat internet predators pose to children.  
 
Effects of emotional neglect on children 
 
Through this film we see the effect of emotional neglect on children. Inadequate attention to 
children’s need for affection and emotional support constitute emotional neglect. Parents who are 
emotionally neglectful do not spend much time with their children. They do not offer a lot of 
affection through compliments, hugs, and kisses. They constantly put down, criticize, or berate 
their children. They do not praise, respect, encourage, and support them regularly.  
 
When children do not feel loved, they develop low self-esteem, which can lead to future 
unhealthy coping mechanisms such as, self-harm, substance abuse, or delinquency. Emotionally 
neglected children also tend to exhibit lack of interest in school, perform poor academically, have 
difficulty interacting with peers, and display anger through verbally or physically attacking other 
people. 
Young people need someone to talk to about their goals, hopes, and problems. They also need 
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good friends. When parents help their children meet these needs, they protect them from 
potentially harmful relationships. Clearly, parents play a pivotal role in shaping their children’s 
values and goals.  

How to use this program 
 
This program will help viewers to discuss positive ways of coping with parental neglect. 
Although the target audience for Generation Now is teenagers, parents and anyone who has 
regular contact with young people will benefit from this DVD as well. This 96 minute DVD was 
produced for use in classrooms, libraries, community centers, social service agencies, youth 
organizations, camps, teen groups, and parent education centers. The DVD is divided into 15 
minute parts and can be shown in segments or in its entirety. 

Objectives 
 

• To educate viewers of the effects of parental neglect on children 
• To empower teens to adapt positive traits even when there is a lack of parental guidance 
• To help teens realize that committing crimes frequently results in painful consequences 
• To encourage parents to spend time with their children and provide nurturing, love, 

attention, and guidance 
• To illustrate one possible factor causing teenage behavior, which is emotional neglect 

 
Discussion Questions 
 
Part I 
 

1. Describe the relationships the parents have with their children. 
 
2. What substances did the parents abuse that affected their relationship with their children? 

 
3. Name some of the problems faced by each youth within their family settings. 

 
4. How are the teenagers affected by what is happening at home? 

 
5. What type of relationships do they seek outside their home? Who do they click with and 

why? 
 
6. What kind of things are teenagers looking for that they can’t get at home? 

 
7. Why is there no justification for what the youth did to the ice-cream man? 

 
Part II 
 

1. As a result of their home situations, what did the youth attempt to form? 
 

2. Do you think it’s successful? Why or why not?  
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3. How have the youth been affected by their influences and examples at home? How are 
they dealing with it? 

 
4. What type of situations are the youth putting themselves in? 

 
5. What eventually splits the group?  

 
6. What are the needs of the youth? Do you think they’re being met? Why or why not? 

 
Part III 
 

1. What led to the group splitting? What unites each group? 
 

2. What kind of things did Eletra’s group do to stay positive, despite bad influences? 
 

3. Name some ways their family relationships have changed since they joined the group. 
 

4. How did their upbringing affect their decision-making? 
 

5. Which youth has grown bitter or resentful towards their parents and why? 
 

6. What motivating factor led to Yonas switching groups? 
 
Part IV 

 
1. Describe Nil’s home life experience, what kind of relationship does he have with his 

brother? 
 

2. Why did Nil rob the lady at the convenient store?  
 

3. What is it that Siah wants from her mother? 
 

4. How would you describe Zero’s mother and her treatment of her son?  
 

5. How are Siah and Zero’s home situations different yet similar?  
 

6. How does the relationship with their parents affect them and how do they cope? 
 
Part V 
 

1. How did Ipimpem, the internet predator, finally get his reward? 
 

2. Explain what led to Mr. Reese’s change of heart. 
 

1. Would you say Nil paid for his crime, explain? 
 

2. According to Eletra, what caused her mother’s death? 
 

3. After Nil’s arrest how did Zero react? 
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4. Explain the outcomes of Zero’s behavior?  

 
5. What could he have done differently? 

 
Part VI 
 

1. How did Zero feel about what he did to Eletra’s father? 
 

2. What lesson did Mrs. Leoni learn as a parent? 
 

3. How did the group work together to prevent the possible suicide of Zero? What did their 
collective effort prove they are capable of? 

 
4. What were the outcomes of positive actions carried out by Eletra’s group? 

 
5. Have you or anyone you know experienced anything similar? How did you deal with the 

situation? 
 

6. What advice would you give a friend that is going through a difficult time with their 
family or loved ones? 

 
7. What did you learn from this movie that would benefit you and other youth? 

 
8. Can you relate or empathize with at least one of the protagonists? Which one? 

 
 
 
Free Resources: 
 
Youthline (Free Hotline) 
www.youthline.org 
(888) 977-3399 
 
Diamond Ranch Academy 
www.strugglingteens.us 
(877)-372-3200 
 
Youth Speak Collective 
www.youthspeakcollective.org 
 
Stand up for Kids 
www.standupforkids.org/ 
 
Teen Challenge of Southern California 
www.teenchallenge.com/healthyfamilies 
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