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DIANOVA LAPSTONE
Jeff Donne (The Spoonsmith) uses this 
double-sided diamond Lapstone to 
keep the edges of his axes keen. This 
Swedish-made Lapstone has a fine  
(600 grit) face on one side and a coarse 
(300 grit) face on the reverse side. The 
170 x 20 x 1.5mm lap itself is made from 
stainless spring steel and is designed for 

a rugged life outdoors. The Cordura 
pouch that it slips into is designed 
to loop around a belt so it is always 

ready to be used to hone both axes  

 
and knife blades. Back in the workshop 
you can further refine the edge with finer 
grits and a leather strop, however in the 
field this lap allows you to take a nick out 
of a blade or to sweeten the edge without 
access to the workshop. 

Dianova is a highly-reputed Swedish 
firm that specialises in diamond hon-
ing tools. For more information about 
the Dianova laps and other carving 
tools you should go to Jeff's website  
spoonsmith.com.au.
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Boys’ Toys, 
Books & Gear

ARBORTECH MINI PRO
The clever team at Arbortech just keeps 
pushing the edge of the envelope when 
it comes to carving tools specifically de-
signed to work with Australian hard-
woods. They have done it again with the 
Mini Pro. As you can see this little wonder 
is a natural progression from both the Mini 
Turbo and the Mini Industrial Blade. The 
Mini Pro has the same 8mm-diameter self-
sharpening carbide teeth as the mini Tur-
bo. These teeth have proven themselves 
over time to be peerless when it comes to 
carving seasoned Australian hardwoods. 
The Mini Pro has been designed so that it 
fits seamlessly onto the Mini Turbo stem 
(that you may already have). It also ex-
tends the versatility of the excellent Mini 
Carver and sits in the same position as the 
3.8mm Mini Industrial Blade. The round 
teeth on the Mini Pro allow them to be ro-
tated when they grow dull. This is some-
thing that can’t be done with the Mini In-
dustrial Blade. The symmetrical design of 
the Mini Pro makes it easy to carve with: it 
cuts away hardwood like it is butter and 
glides freehand like a natural extension 
of your hand.  Available from Carbatec  
(carbatec.com.au). 
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Sat 2nd to Mon 4th  
May 2020 
Maleny Showgrounds 
Sunshine Coast Hinterland

Wootha Prize

$10,000 1st Prize

hosted by

malenywoodexpo.com
Submit your entry online at

2020
Sunshine Coast

a woodworking competition 
with a conscience

New from Timbecon and iGaging is this 
83mm-diameter 4x magnifier (with a 
20mm-diameter 8x zoom window) with a 
magnetic base. The magnifier has a flex-
ible 250mm stem that supports the optical 
grade plastic lens, allowing you to posi-
tion the window so you can see with inti-
mate clarity what you need to see.

What is so special about this clever 
magnifier is the 12 small but 

bright white LEDs spaced 
like numbers on a clock-

face embedded in the 
rim of the lens case. 

The button power 
switch in the head 
of the unit is easy 
to operate, when 
switched on it al-
lows the LEDs to 
bathe the area un-

der the lens with 
light.
The power that runs 

these LEDs comes from 

three AAA batteries that nest in the base 
of the unit. Under the batteries you find 
a 35mm-diameter rare-earth ring magnet 
that can be used to support the lens when 
it is mounted on a machine.

The unit also comes with a 205mm x 
75mm centring rule. The centring rule 
allows you to easily find the centre of a 
piece of stock, but also doubles as a steel 
base for the magnifier. 

The second iGaging measuring tool 
in stock at Timbecon is a 30mm rule 
stop designed to give you repeatable 
measurements when marking out (plus 
it allows the rule to be used as a depth 
gauge). At $8.90 for the stainless stop 
and $3.50 for the stainless rule, this re-
ally is a bargain tool. My advice is to buy 
at least four rules if you are interested in 
this combination. The rules themselves 
are made from 1mm-thick stainless steel 
and can be used as reliable shims that 
you can use when you set the standard 
1mm space around doors and drawers 
when assembling cabinets. 

MAGNETIC-BASE LED MAGNIFIER AND RULE STOP
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Peter Korn is a renowned American 
craftsman and educator who has distilled 
his 40 years of workshop time into this 
fabulous book. First published in 2013, it 
is already a philosophical and poetic clas-
sic for those who like to think with their 
hands and to create their own space (and 
the furniture that populates it).

Peter tells us that he started his work-
ing life as a carpenter, admired his mas-
ter carpenter employer, but then had an 
epiphany when he crafted a cradle for 
some friends and got hooked on the joys 
of fine joinery and the design of furni-
ture. This was in 1974. Peter became a 
self-taught craftsman and lamented the 
loss of craft skills through the industrial-
isation of manufacturing and the demise 
of the guild system. To remedy this, he 
set about attending and then running 
summer and winter schools for souls 
with a similar hunger for craftsmanship.

Peter was diagnosed with a form of 
leukemia when he was 27. This diagno-
sis focused his mind, he went about his 
treatment (which was successful) and 

Christian Timbs from Japanese 
Tools Australia visits Japan often 
(his delightful wife is Japanese). 
Christian makes the most of his 
time in his second home by at-
tending the Japanese equivalent of 
our tool shows. It is at these exhi-
bitions that Christian finds lots of 
the gems that can only be found at 
his Japanese Tools Australia work-
shop and store. 

The honing guide pictured 
is an excellent example of 

Japanese craftsman-
ship and design. 
The cast honing 
guide pivots on 
a 75mm-long 
x 12mm-dia 

axle (hidden from 
view) that allows 

it to guide smoothly 
over a whet stone. The 

single large-knobbed cen-
tre screw locks chisels, goug-

es and plane blades firmly in 
position so they can be honed. 

The chisel (3-42mm widths) is 
plane blade (42-70mm widths) are 
positioned in the jig so their grind 
angle nests against the whet stone. 
The screw is locked down and 
then the jig is guided by hand over 
the stone.

This simple, ergonomically 
comfortable honing guide is very 
easy to use. The symmetry of the 
design naturally has you hold-
ing the guide in such a way that 
it hones an edge with ease. This is 
one of only a few jigs on the mar-
ket that can accommodate both 
tapered Japanese plane blades and 
Western blades. I have found you 
get even better results if you sand-
wich a piece of 70 x 50mm wet 
and dry paper (folded down the 
centre) between the blade and the 
25mm-wide base of the casting. 
This reduces the chance of the tool 
slipping out of square while you 
are honing it. Next time you are at 
a tool show you should try this jig 
yourself. 

lost himself in the designing and build-
ing of a desk. It was at this time Peter 
found his voice as a designer, he no 
longer copied others, he developed his 
own style, sketched hundreds of design 
ideas, purged the bad designs, finessed 
the good ones and then built full-scale 
models. He learnt from a sculptor mate 
the power of both the line in furniture 
and the negative space it projects. His 
furniture became collectable. On his 
40th birthday he had his second epiph-
any; after six years running winter 
schools at Anderson Ranch Arts Center 
in Colorado Peter decided to found his 
own school in Maine, The Center for 
Furniture Craftsmanship. 

It becomes obvious as you read this 
very well-written book that Peter Korn 
has an insightful mind and a great gift 
when it comes to forging words into lit-
erature. He used this talent to write the 
curriculum in his school and has em-
powered generations of craft folk with 
not only the skills needed to be a crafts-
man, but also the poetry that sets the 

creative soul free to find itself in the act 
of creating. If you have a desire to make 
things and wonder why it matters then 
Why We Make Things And Why It Matters 
is for you. 

Available from Booktopia (booktopia.
com.au) ISBN 978-1-56792-546-3 W

JAPANESE HONING GUIDE

WHY WE MAKE THINGS AND WHY IT MATTERS 


