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I often use dowels to join small items 
together and sometimes leave the heads 
exposed as an added detail. Obviously 
then I was keen to sample these Japanese 
sourced wooden ‘nail’ and drill bit sets.  
I trialled the 4.7mm diameter and the larger 
6mm diameter nails. The beech nails, 
more correctly termed dowels, have a 
taper to them that matches corresponding 
drill bits which are separately supplied.

The process of using them is 
straightforward. Hold the two 
workpieces together, mark the position 
of the nail, drill the hole, tap in the nail, 
saw it flush, and you are then finished.

I found the fast action of the drill bits 
was quite aggressive and tended to 
twist the matching pieces of wood apart. 
Using a rebate or housing held the wood 
in place and helped to counteract the 
twisting action. Drilling at a slow speed 
also helped, as did clearing the swarf 
regularly whilst drilling. Clamping parts in 
place also worked well.

At around 65 cents each the large dowels 
may not suit volume users. However they 

are great for door and window joinery and 
exposed framing. For repair work they 
would be a boon. Loose wood framing, 
chairs and table joints can be re-doweled 
without pulling things apart. Once glued 
in they offer a strong hold.

The small nails work out to around 20 
cents each, so even using 20 or 40 is 
inexpensive and effective. For me the 
small size nails are perfect for jobs like 
fixing shelves in cabinet sides, pinning 
tenons or for corner work like mitres 
and butt joints.

The beech nails are fairly neutral in 
colour and blend easily with ash or pine, 
or they can contrast well with different 
coloured woods.

Small nails come in packs of 300 for 
$58.40 (matching tapered drill bit is 
$14.80). A pack of 90 large nails costs 
$58.40 (matching drill bit $19.80).

Available from  
www.japanesetools.com.au  
or phone 0412 011 160.

TOOLS & EQUIPMENT

Wooden Nails
Reviewed by Raf Nathan

Bosch GST Professional 14,4V-LI/18V-LI Jigsaw
Reviewed by Kerry Cameron

1. Large and small wooden ‘nails’ 
and matching drill bit.

2. Tapered holes are drilled, the 
nails glued and tapped in, then 
later sawn flush.

3. This sawn cross-section of nails 
shows tight and strong joins.

Also supplied as a skin this jigsaw can 
be matched to any of the Bosch 14,4 
and 18V LI-ion batteries. The test saw 
came with the new 5.0Ah and charger.

Well balanced design and quality 
manufacture gave a good first 
impression and this was confirmed 
as I assembled the battery and blade 
with the battery slotting neatly under 
the handle grip. With a push and a click 
the blade fits easily into the snap lock 
connector; twisting a lever ejects it.

The sole adjusts from 90 to 45° in both 
directions with the use of an on-board 

allen key that I found was a bit tight to 
get out of its holding location – at least 
it is at hand and not likely to fall out 
during operation.

The slotted calibrated angle settings 
are reasonably accurate but each angle 
change needs to be checked prior to 
cutting. Three quality blades are supplied, 
two for wood and one for metal. A 
supplied plastic splinter guard is inserted 
in the sole prior to fitting blades to prevent 
the frying of the surface when cutting 
wood; this can only be used at 90°.

An LED light and blower directly over the 
blade stroke rod proved very effective for 
easy line following when cutting. This, 
matched with the easy lever setting of 
the four stage orbital action, makes this 
tool stand out from the crowd.

I selected 6 and 12mm ply, 12mm MDF, 
pine and hardwood 40mm battens 
and an off-cut of 35mm laminated 
kitchen benchtop for test cutting. I cut 
the plywood and benchtop with and 
without the splinter guard and this 
showed how effective the insert is. The 

saw cut all the selected material with 
ease and did not hesitate when ripping 
30mm hardwood. The middle orbital 
setting proved to be most effective for 
the thicker, denser material.

This tool is a pleasure to use, and 
really only needs guidance by applying 
variable speed with trigger pressure 
to ensure a nice even cut. Changing to 
the metal blade, the saw easily handled 
4mm thick aluminum.

Following a good hour of test cutting 
the 18V 5.0Ah battery power indicator 
showed minimal loss of charge and 
took only 15 minutes to bring back to 
full charge.

This is truly a professional tool and has 
a place in all tradies’ kits or for that 
matter any constant user of a jigsaw; 
a very impressive product. A dust 
extractor vacuum connector, parallel 
guide and circle cutter are available as 
optional extras.

Review tool supplied by Bosch, see 
www.bosch-pt.com.au

Above: Curve cutting was smooth and  
no problem.

$58.40

$194


