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2Watt’s Up

Introduction
In the introduction to my spring
newsletter last year, I talked about
how wet the previous winters had
been, and whether this a trend for the
future. Well, judging by the
experiences of this winter, it’s now
not just the rain we have to contend
with but also the storm force winds
which appear to be a weekly feature
at the moment.

I have spoken to a number of CFIs
from clubs in the south of the country,
and they are all concerned about how
little their clubs have been able to
operate due to the adverse weather
conditions.

A number are going down the route of developing simulators, so that
students and solo pilots can remain current. One of the clubs who
have taken glider simulators to the next level are the Cambridge club.
Their new simulator has a wrap around screen and five projectors,
which allows a much more realistic view behind the pilot, and as a
result allows exercises like circuit planning to be taught.

We will be looking to carry out a major upgrade of our simulator this
coming winter, and to start off with we are looking for someone to
head up the project. If you are interested please come and have a
chat with me.

New kit in the club gliders
With the implementation of Farnborough Class D airspace only a few
miles east of Lasham, it was clear to us that we would need to have
moving maps fitted into the club gliders ,if we wanted to reduce the
number of inadvertent airspace infringements.

The unit of choice for the club gliders is the Oudie 2 Light.  Our initial
concern when deciding on what nav kit to fit, had been how we could
ensure that the software couldn’t be accidentally modified by a pilot
with the result that things like airspace warnings would be switched
off.

Navitar came to the rescue with a new version of Seeyou that has
been specifically designed for club-pilot use. In this version, the
function for saving changes when closing down has also been disabled.

The primary function of these units is to give airspace warnings, and
so these alarms are set at a standard 500 metres from the airspace
line.

As with most moving map programs there is a function to disable or
ignore the airspace warning. A word of warning here, if you do choose
to disable the warning that comes up on the screen, please don’t do
it by tapping on “Today”. If “Today” is used, the unit will no longer
warn about the edge of this airspace for the rest of the day. The next
pilot in the glider may not be aware that this warning has been disabled.

New Flarms
As well as the moving maps, we have upgraded the Flarm units in the
gliders and tugs to “Power Flarm” with new Version 3 displays. There
are a number of advantages to Power Flarm, not least the increased
range and better signal coverage with two antennas, but also the
ability of the units to give traffic information and collision warnings
for aircraft equipped with ADS-B and transponders.

It is important to remember that Flarm is an aid to collision avoidance,
but it does not replace good lookout. With the new Flarms and moving
maps in the cockpit, it is easy to find yourself looking down at the
instruments, and not where you should be, which is outside the cockpit.



Spring refresher packages
Last year we changed the Spring Refresher Package to give pilots two
options depending on what launching method they use.

This year we will be encouraging pilots to use part of the motor-glider
flight to fly near to the boundaries of the airspace, so you can visualise
where they are in relation obvious ground features.

Option 1 The aerotow and Falke package
This is aimed at pilots who only aerotow, and will consist of a 4000ft
aerotow for general handling, stalling, spinning and a Falke session
for field landing revision.

Option 2 The winch, aerotow and Falke package
This package will also have the Falke and aerotow option, as well as
three winch launches of which two will be launch failures. The winching
element of this refresher package will also include the safe winching
briefing, and if the instructor is not happy that the right level of
competency has been achieved, he will then recommend further
training is carried out.

The price for each refresher package will be:
Option 1  £80.
Option 2  £95.

The refresher package will start on 27 Feb, which is coincidently the
same day as the Farnborough airspace starts. It will run until 30 April.
You will need to pre-register with the office before starting the
package, otherwise you may find that you are charged the full price
for the flights

Training and licenses for all glider pilots from April 2021
As if dealing with the new airspace in 2020 wasn’t enough, there are
also two other items looming large on both mine, and the gliding

movement’s radar. Both items are the result of EASA regulation that
has been rumbling along for a number of years.

Declared Training Organisations
This is an EASA requirement for all training for the issue of a sailplane
license to be conducted within a DTO. As some of you will already
know, Lasham has already been conducting TMG and Tug pilot training
under the BGA’s DTO, so we are already familiar with how the basic
principles work.

The timeline for all training to be done under a DTO is April 2021, but
it is anticipated that we will be fully compliant and have the approvals
in place by the end of the soaring season. I am confident that the
changeover process will be relatively smooth, and for most pilots
including those under training, there will be little change from what
we currently do.

Sailplane Fight Crew Licensing.
EASA sailplane licensing has been with us for around six years now,
and as many of you will remember, the full implementation date has
been put back a number of occasions. The good news is it will be put
back again until 8 April 2021, but the bad news is that this will be the
last time, and from that date you will have to hold a license if you
wish to exercise the privileges as a qualified pilot.

Beyond that date, if you don’t hold a license you will be classed as a
student pilot who is operating within the club’s DTO, and when a
student pilot flies, they will need to  be under the supervision of an
instructor. Currently the BGA/CAA definition of a qualified pilot is
someone who holds a Bronze C and XC endorsement.

From 8 April this year all licenses that the CAA issue will be under Part
SFCL. This is the new regulating that will come in to force shortly, and
it has been designed specifically for gliding. When you look in to the
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regulation it is surprising how similar it is to what we currently do
within the BGA.

If you currently hold an EASA license then there is nothing you need
to do at the moment. If you don’t hold a license, then my advice is
to start planning to transition over the next few months. With over
4000 gliders pilots still to transition over to a license, it’s something
you don’t want to leave until the end of the year.

Full details of how to apply for a license can be found on the BGA’s
website at https://members.gliding.co.uk/pilot-licensing/pilot-
licence-conversion/

Advanced courses
Going solo is just the first step on the path to becoming a qualified
glider pilot, and at Lasham we realise that people need help and
encouragement at this early stage of their flying to gain the ratings,
qualifications and experience beyond solo. This is where our advanced
courses come in, as they start at the solo to bronze level, and cater
for all aspects of training up to and including cross-country and
competition training.

All the information about the course dates is on our web-site under
Advanced Courses

If you want to have a chat about which course is right for you then
come and find me. To book your place, just give the office a call.

Once again we will be running our popular Advanced Cross-Country
Course. I know that in previous years it has booked up quickly, so I
suggest you check the date and call the office to book your place.

Two-seater cross-country training
Weekend cross-country training is organised through the bookable
Compass system. From April until September one of the Lasham high-

performance two-seaters will be allocated to the weekend Compass
list, and experienced cross-country pilots will act as P1 to show people
how it’s done. To book go to www.lashambookings.co.uk and click
on compass bookings.

Midweek cross-country training is arranged through the flying staff,
so if the weather looks good and you fancy doing some cross-country
training during the week in a Duo Discus XLT, give us a call and we
will try to arrange it.

Aerobatics
For those of you that would like to see the world from unusual attitudes
we have a number of instructors who are qualified to teach both the
basic positive “G” manoeuvres and also the advanced stuff.

Training is usually arranged on an informal basis with one of the
instructors/examiner, so if this interests you, then I suggest you
contact either Colin Short, Will Jones, Bruce Cooper, Roger Barber,
Charles Baker or Ed Lockhart.

Competitions at Lasham
This year we are running the 18 & 20-metre Nationals from 8-16
August. As we are operating in a new airspace regime, we have limited
the number of entries to 65 gliders in total for both classes. We will
also have in place a number of new local rules for launching and
starting that will hopefully reduce the congestion in the airspace
around Lasham.

A few notes about the Farnborough word.
1) Implementation date on 27 Feb 2020.
2) All gliders flying at Lasham need to be equipped with a Radio,

Flarm and a Moving Map.
3) All pilots need to have attended an airspace briefing.
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As we move forward over the next few months, there will be other
things that come into play with this airspace, so we will be keeping
members up to date via emails from the Lasham office.

Parachute tracking

Last year we fitted a number of the Lasham parachutes with simple
tile trackers, with the aim of trying to find out where they disappear
to during the season. These units are linked to my phone, and I
regularly check on their location. At the end of last season two
parachutes appeared to be missing from the locker in the hangar, so
I pressed the locate function on the tracker app, and sat back and
waited.

About a month ago the app on my phone pinged to say that one of
the missing chutes had been located. When I checked the location on
the map, it appeared to be in the middle of Basingstoke. In fact on
close inspection it was somewhere in the Festival Place multi-story
car park.  I spent half an hour walking around the car park looking for
a car that I might recognise, but to no avail. Unfortunately the tracker
only gives a location down to about 50 metres.

If I did recognise a member’s car, and the parachute turned up in
their boot, there would have been a very unpleasant conversation
that would probably also involve the police!

��I La�h�� G�i�ing So��e�y

Daily briefings
Following the implementation of Farnborough Airspace, we have
introduced the daily 9 am club flying briefings seven days a week.
This is aimed more at local flying and training. It will be held in the
Brown Elephant Briefing Room.

Towards April we will re-introduce the Cross-Country Briefing at
9:30am, again seven days a week.

Whilst we strongly advise for your attendance at one of these briefings,
if you are unable to make it and are a licensed pilot (Bronze and Cross-
Country Endorsement onwards or operating a powered aircraft) it is
your responsibility to self-brief before flying using suitable weather
and NOTAM sources, including those next to the door to the bar.

Student pilots (pre-Bronze and Cross-Country Endorsement) as always
must have received a briefing before flying solo regardless of being
on or off checks.

Finally a gentle reminder that it is a mandatory requirement to attend
one of the Farnborough Airspace Briefing seminars if you haven't done
so already, before flying.
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Under-used controlled airspace
The Secretary of State has instructed the CAA to look for areas  of
controlled airspace which could opened up to GA traffic. The
consultation, asking for suggestions, closes 3 March. Each individual
and organisation eg BGA or LGS, can only make two suggestions, so
make sure that yours is included. Use the link below.

Airspace classification review

The cover photo of 778 was taken while Bob Johnson and Paul
Haliday were flying near Jaca, Spain.

https://consultations.caa.co.uk/corporate-communications/airspace-classification-review-2019-2020/


This an account of two
600km flights on 3 July
from Lasham by Chris
Harrison (LS6C ‘LPB’) &
Martin Roberts (DG800
‘44’).
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Martin: On the previous day, 2 July, I had
completed a 525km trip to Hembury Hill in
Devon via Eastbourne. I was pretty tired
when I landed back and had no energy left
over for planning. I knew that the 3rd was
going to be good as well. I drooped back to
Lasham early on the morning of 3rd July.
Did I have a plan? No. In a bit of a daze I
got my aircraft ready and towed it over to
the runway. No sign of Chris. But it was all
fine, because he was going to turn up early,
right? Wrong. He would have a plan, right?
Wrong. I can’t remember what time Chris
did arrive, but when he did I asked him what
the plan was. Sheepishly, he said he hadn’t
had time and so didn’t have a plan. Ho hum!
Well, the thing about Lasham is that there
is always the briefing at 9.30 to give ideas
to those who don’t have any, and we didn’t.

Chris: I’d had a frustrating start to the 2019
season.  I’d missed several really good days
due to other commitments, including a
possible 750km day so by 3rd July I was
absolutely chomping at the bit for a good
long flight.  Even on this day I’d not been
able to arrive early and was twenty or so
gliders back in the grid. Despite promising
to do the flight planning I hadn’t, and

unusually didn’t have much of a clue about the day other than it was
supposed to be a good one.

Martin: So, in we trog to the 9.30 briefing. It looked like it was going
to be a long soaring day with maybe seven reliable hours in an
East-North-Easterly. A 600km looks indicated, but the club tasks

petered out at 500km. It must be better than that! But I still had an
empty head about what to do.

Chris: Well, I don’t normally do this but on this occasion I was a bit
sneaky.  I noticed some of the ASG-29 hot shots looking at tasks and
peered over one of their shoulders.  LASHAM-DEVILS DYKE-TALGARTH
(Wales!)-BOZEAT (Northamptonshire)-LASHAM. I had never flown to
Wales from Lasham before, so this task appealed to me.  It looked
like a good task, although I hadn’t made the mental calculation of
whether it was actually do-able but it was forecast to be a long soaring
day and so, rather uncharacteristically, I just went with it.

Martin: I must admit I was still clueless when I came out of the
briefing room. But Chris, who had been sat next to me throughout
bounced up and said, “how about Devils Dyke (DDK) – Talgarth (TAL)
– Bozeat (BOZ)”? “How far is that?” I asked. “600km”, he said with
a smirk. He told me later that the look on my face was priceless!
Anyway, after a moment of reflection (for ‘reflection’, read; ‘doubt’…),
I said, “Hell, yeah”!

Chris: The grid started at around 10am but stopped again. People
were reporting poor early conditions. I was getting nervous; I knew
this flight was pushing it and we might not have enough day (or be
able to fly fast enough) to complete it so having a pause in grid
launching was eating into precious time. I launched about 11am, 15
minutes behind Martin.

Martin: I was keen to get started – but made heavy weather of it
down to the south east. I was poking around and generally going
pathetically slowly; too heavy to 3000’ in a messy sky that I couldn’t
read. Maybe I was a bit knackered after yesterday – so I won’t disclose
my speed down to that first turn! Chris was nearby, and from radio
calls I could tell he was gaining on me. As I ran out of DDK he was
running in. Time to get a move on!



Chris: The initial conditions weren’t great but I had allowed for slow
progress down to Devil’s Dyke. There were weak but consistent climbs.
Once I turned DDK I headed along the South Downs for a while
thinking with that wind direction I might pick up some lift coming off
the South Downs.  It didn’t work and Martin’s more direct route back
to Lasham seemed to get the better thermals.

Martin: Before I knew where I was I had overcooked a run across a
blue patch and was down to 1500’ south of Liphook. That was really
silly. So I had to drop the water. Drat!  Chris was nearby – but not
near enough so that we could help each other. I managed to get going
again. But I had dropped my water – water that would have come in
useful on the 175km into wind leg from Talgarth to Bozeat. Double
drat!  Anyway I pootled off across southern England and the day was
slowly getting better. My spirits were raised as I crossed the Cotswolds

and then the magnificent River Severn. It was 2:15 as I flew over the
river and I was beginning to go a bit faster with climbs to about 4000’.

Chris: The Severn estuary was visible before long and this was my
first time across it. Despite only being a short section of water I did
feel a hint of trepidation as I crossed.  I had no need to worry, with
my next climb just after. I caught up with Martin just before crossing
the Black Mountains, albeit he was leaving a thermal whilst I was
joining it.  It didn’t really work; I’d missed the bubble so I tried a ridge
called Skirrid Fawr which worked well. Although it seemed quite
exposed, 135 km from home, with the Severn estuary crossed, the
forests and the Black mountains, I was reassured to see that in fact
I was within an easy glide of Usk (South Wales Gliding Club).

Martin: I eventually crossed into Wales. Beautiful. I accepted a lazy
climb right over the centre of the Black Mountains and took a video
on my camera for posterity. I looked down and saw pony trekkers on
a ridge that stopped to look up. I waved – but they couldn’t see. It

was 3.00pm now and I still had 10km to run to Talgarth. Chris was
about 5 minutes behind here, I think. I still had 302km to go – and
most of that into wind. Now ask yourself – how many times have YOU
set off on a 300km task at 3.00 in the afternoon without water? I
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expect your thoughts will be brief and include words like “never” and
“almost”….

Chris: Over the far side of the mountains, Talgarth came into view
and I took a climb and a photo right over it and then headed East to
Bozeat. It was now 3.15pm. There were good but not stunning climbs
all the way from Talgarth to just west of Banbury where I had a rash
of poor climbs. It was getting late, after 5pm, and I knew with 150km
to go, the chances of completing the task were getting less. I was
starting to consider heading for home although at this stage I was
wondering if I'd even make it there. I dumped my water ballast.  I
turned south east and then south west, way off track, to a half-decent
looking cloud and was rewarded with a good climb back to cloud base.
My thinking changed again – “if I head for home now I'll just as likely
land out as if I try and complete the task”. So I steered a course for
Bozeat, ate my last bit of food and tried to focus.

Martin: There was a point, whilst ducking under the airways south
of Birmingham, when I seriously wondered if the task was on. I didn’t
know where Chris was, but I’m fairly sure he wouldn’t have enjoyed
my call asking him if he still thought we could do it. I really wasn’t
sure. But then I thought; “there’s no point in turning short – might
as well give it a go”. Then I got a call from him saying he wasn’t sure
either! Well – in the event, I got to Bozeat at 5.31. Phew!

Chris: Turning Bozeat at 5.50pm I knew I was pushing it. Only 117km
to go! I called Martin who had turned Bozeat before me. We were both
heading for home now and knew each thermal might be our last.  The
thermals were getting noticeably weaker. Patience was required but
we both knew if we were too patient, we’d run out of day and not
make it back.  Heading past Bicester I was tempted to land but decided
to keep going, knowing there were airfields on the way and it would
at least shorten the retrieve.

Martin: I had to use a lot of imagination regarding the sky, and a lot
of faith. I tip-toed past Milton Keynes, then Aylesbury in – well, not

very much really! Such “sky” as there was stopped NW of Benson. I
took a whiffly 2kts here. Phew!

As I climbed I got a better sun/viewing angle on the inversion and
noticed that there were more haze caps in the area west of
Wallingford-Cholsey a little off track. Had I not climbed high enough
and flown on track I would have missed these. I pressed towards
those haze caps and was thrilled to find 2kts there, which I took. As
I climbed, my vario told me I had a final glide at 2kts! You beauty!
But I carried on climbing under the very last of the haze caps west of
Cholsey all the way to the top just to make sure. Time 6.45. 45km to
run and 4500’. DONE IT!
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Chris: I wasn’t confident that I could make it back to Lasham so I
called Chalgrove; no answer.  Another weak thermal allowed me to
progress past Benson. I called Chiltern Park, again no answer and I
could see there was no activity.  I took a weak climb just east of their
zone and decided I had a glide for a set of low-lying hills just
north-west of Reading.  I called Brimpton who responded with a cheery
hello and they’d look out for me. Halfway through responding I neared
the hills, the vario rose sharply and I heard the best noise a glider
pilot can hear - lift! It was 7pm and there was a 3 knot thermal!  I
quickly thanked Brimpton, said I was climbing and probably wouldn’t
need their help after all.  Phew!

Martin: The sky was dead now - I had definitely climbed in the last
thermal of the day!  After the battles of the last hour and a half I really
didn’t feel like pushing on a fast final glide, so I didn’t increase speed
until I passed Basingstoke. Lovely to be home! Finished the task at
7.09pm. I rolled out on my landing and then got out of my glider very
stiffly. Jeez! It was about here that I remembered that I had done
525km yesterday as well. Oh boy - I was tired!

Chris: A short climb later I was on glide for Lasham with some excess
to spare!  I headed south, increasing speed as I neared Lasham.  I
spotted Martin on final approach – he’d made it!  Fantastic!

Martin: I looked up and saw another glider on finals. “Jeez”, I thought
to myself – “that guy is finishing late! I wonder who that is”? Well –
you could have knocked me down with a feather; it was Chris!
…..FANTASTIC!! He rolled up, and he got out…. Now – I’ve known this
chap for a few years, but I have never seen such a big grin! A man-hug
was indicated – so that’s just what we did!! BLOODY AWESOME!

There is a YouTube video of this adventure at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8II4HHDnS3U
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The GHC Workshop

The big news is that the GHC workshop project is going ahead.
The formal announcement was made on 29 January stating we had
both the required permissions and very importantly the necessary
funding. As regards the funding, the plan was to start the construction

when the workshop fund had reached £70k. This would have enabled
the completion of the workshop shell. We are now though in the lovely
situation of being fully funded for a well-equipped workshop, thanks
to a very large bequest from the late Trish Williams.

The workshop will be well insulated and will meet all H&S
requirements. It will be sited in the west end of the gap between our
two existing hangars. Once the necessary groundwork has been
completed, which is weather-dependent, we hope that the actual
construction will begin in May. The building  will be put up by Lowthers,
the same company who built the two GHC hangars. We would hope
to have it operational sometime in the autumn.

The exact details of how we will run it are still to be determined to
ensure that the operating costs are at least met. Obviously work will
usually include CofAs, routine maintenance and minor repairs of GHC
owned gliders. However we also expect to have at least one long-term
restoration project underway at any one time.

Plan view



Our two 2 seaters, the Swiss Spalinger S21h (1943) (see picture
above) and the US Laister-Kaufmann TG4 (1942) are obvious
candidates.

It is also anticipated we will be accommodating privately-owned
vintage gliders though, as said, the details of that are still to be worked
out and agreed.

Future GHC projects
Once the workshop has been completed, three major projects (two
hangars and the workshop) will have been successfully completed by
the GHC  since its inception back in 2012. Quite a journey! Back then
no-one would have believed how far today we have progressed.  Whilst
not as yet confirmed our next major project is likely to be the
extension of our second hangar by (probably) a further 24 metres
towards the west. After that I expect the “biggee” enters centre stage,
the construction of a Museum building on the GHC meadow to hold
displays and lectures for visitors, a new home for the GHC archives,
currently in Rorke’s Drift, and serving as a GHC clubhouse. That’s a
tad over the horizon right now!

Flying
Not surprisingly very little vintage glider flying has occurred over the
winter. Hooray that spring is finally here! Like all other glider owners
at Lasham, we do though need to comply with the new glider
equipment requirements that were mandated when the Farnborough
airspace changes came into operation on the 27th February.
·   FLARM   in the process of being fitted
·   Radios – we have purchased a number of handhelds
·   Moving maps – as an alternative to the conventional solutions

we are looking at the possibility of using mobile apps such as
EasyVFR.

We intend to have six gliders flying in 2020. The following list is in
the probable order that they become available, as it is inevitably going
to take time to get them all compliant.

a.) The “Beast” YS53 2 seater
b.) Bergfalke 2 seater
c.) Zugvogel 3b
d.) Oly 2b
e.) Skylark 2
f.) Prototype Prefect. We’d like to have at least one open cockpit

glider available, but we may decide the Prefect isn’t viable
flying from Lasham because of visibility and operation of the
Farnborough airspace equipment. In which case the prototype
Dart.

Possibly we might decide to get one or two more gliders available for
the task week in August.

BGA Conference
This is hot off the press ,as it took place on Saturday 29 February!
The GHC had a significant presence at the Belfry Hotel, Nottingham,
as the main theme of the conference was vintage gliding due to it
marking the 90th anniversary of the founding of the BGA back in 1930.
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New gliders
Just one new arrival: the Zugvogel 3b (see picture below) donated by
Dan Chidley who is now living and working in Switzerland.

Dates for the diary
Not a lot as we expect to be keeping a pretty low profile in supporting
external events during 2020, primarily due to the expectation that
our local Lasham membership will be heavily involved in bringing the
workshop project to fruition.

� Vintage National rally at the Long Mynd 23 – 30 May.
� Possibly a couple of local fetes.
� Lasham vintage task week, 22 – 28 August.

Really vintage
I found this picture of Pennsylvanian Amish on a Facebook page. I
guess they approve of the lack of a motor. New GHC uniform? JMc
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Women’s World Championships

Congratulations to the British Women’s Team for a great result Down
Under, after flying in really tough conditions.  Ayala won the Bronze
medal in Standard Class, Liz was fourth in the 18m Class and Claudia
finish sixth in Club Class despite serious back pain. The whole team
came second in the Team Prize, narrowly losing out to the French.

New British Record

Congratulations
also to Jake Brattle
for setting a new
British National
Open Class Record
(since ratified) for
the speed of
155.72 km/h
around a 1000km
triangle  on 28 Nov
2019 in a Jonker
JS1 (18m).

Jake: Not only was
it my first 1000km
flight, it was also
the first time I had
even flown an 18m

glider with water. It’s incredible doing the same glide ratios as my
Club Class gliders back home at 110knots! Thanks to SkySight for
convincing me the task was on!

It was a classic good South African day with blue to start, developing
to high cumulus (15,000ft – 19,000ft above ground!!) with a number
of awesome thunderstorms to keep you on your toes as you weaved
around them. It was also the furthest I’ve ever flown away from our
home base at New Tempe, Bloemfontein and the sheer un-touched
ruggedness of the terrain out to the North West of Kimberley was jaw
dropping and I distinctly remember seeing the most heavenly sky
ever, out to the west, towards the Kalahari. If you ever get a chance
to go and fly in SA – jump on it!

Jim Duthie sent me a link to an article published by Sir George Cayley
in 1809 on the subject of Aerial Navigation. It is well worth reading.
It shows his (George’s not Jim’s) initial thoughts on how to fly.

http://invention.psychology.msstate.edu/inventors/i/Cayley/Cayl
eyP1.html

Claudia Hill (Oxford GC, Liz Sparrow & Ayala Truelove (both Lasham)

http://invention.psychology.msstate.edu/inventors/i/Cayley/CayleyP1.html
http://invention.psychology.msstate.edu/inventors/i/Cayley/CayleyP1.html
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I have recently read two books about flying. Although they are not
specifically about gliding, gliding features heavily in both as does flying
in the Luftwaffe before and during WWII.

The story of Hanna Reitsch is fairly well known. She was born in 1912,
took to flying as a young woman and wanted to do nothing else. She
was determined, she had to be, as a woman’s place in society was
strictly stereotyped as a housewife in those days.

Her autobiography, written in 1951, shows how
well connected she was with the Nazi top brass.
She began as a gliding instructor under Wolf
Hirth who was the co-founder of Schempp-Hirth.
She broke many gliding records including the
first glider flight across the Alps and she records
her ascent in a Cu-Nim. She went on to fly the
V1, the doodlebug, and the Me 262, the first jet
fighter.

Most famous was her flight into Berlin under the
Russian guns to land in the Tiergarten near the
Brandenburg Gate in the last days of Hitler
whom she visited in his bunker. The Führer
ordered her to fly out with Greim, one of the

Luftwaffe generals; otherwise, she would have stayed and died there.
She remained a Nazi for the rest of her life, dying in 1979.

Clare Mulley’s more recent biography is about pilots rather than flying.
The Hanna Reitsch story is there, including details of her post-war
interrogation, denazification, and her later life.

However this book also features Melitta von Stauffenberg, who helped
to develop the Stuka dive-bomber and techniques associated with
night landing. She is an altogether more interesting character as she
married into the von Stauffenberg family and it was her brother-in-law
who carried the bomb into Hitler’s bunker in an assassination attempt.

She carried the burden of being half-
Jewish and the burden of realising the true
nature of the Third Reich and, later, the
burden of being a von Stauffenberg.
Because she was an aeronautical engineer,
she survived denunciation because her
work was of such value.

The book describes the family intrigues
before, during and after the assassination
attempt. She met her end flying a Bücker
Bü 181 to Dachau to try to rescue her
husband from execution. An American
fighter plane shot her down just before the
war ended on 8 April 1945.

Clare Mulley’s book is carefully researched
while Hanna Reitsch’s book is more
exuberant and has more details of flying.

The Sky My kingdom. Hanna
Reitsch (Translated by Lawrence
Wilson)  Casemate, Philadelphia.
ISBN 978-1-932033-97-7.
Originally published in German
1951.

The Women who flew for Hitler.
Clare Mulley. 2017 Macmillan.
Electronic edition by Pan Books.
ISBN 9788-1-4472-7424-7

Ed: See also Wikipedia and
https://ww2gravestone.com/people/schenk-von-stauffenberg-
melitta-grafin-von/

Meilitta von Stauffenberg

Hanna Reitsch

Bücker Bü 181

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melitta_Schenk_Gr%C3%A4fin_von_Stauffenberg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melitta_Schenk_Gr%C3%A4fin_von_Stauffenberg
https://ww2gravestone.com/people/schenk-von-stauffenberg-melitta-grafin-von/
https://ww2gravestone.com/people/schenk-von-stauffenberg-melitta-grafin-von/


15Bob Vaughan
1946-2019

Bob worked as an electrical engineer
before taking over the family retail
business in Camberley. I first met
Bob about 50 years ago astride our
trials bikes in a wet and muddy part
of Bagshot. We next met at Lasham
in the early 80's where we had both
probably decided that gliding was
sufficiently exhilarating to take the
place of motorcycling and without
quite the same level of physical
strength required.

Judging from his first log-book, some
of his instructors were some of the
great and the good… like Ray

Brigden,  Max Fendt, Charlie Kovac, George Metcalfe, Derek Piggott,
Mal Purvis,  who also, incidentally, sent me solo and the legend Ken
Stewart. He went solo on 1 August 1980.

In 1984 he bought a share in a Sport Vega No. 453  joining Dr. Tony
Segal and Mike Vickery. He gained an Assistant Instructor rating in
1987, assisting with the Thursday early morning course and started
to fly in competitions.  The Vega was sold in 1992 and Bob devoted
what time he had to instructing while he diversified his business into
commercial property and electrical equipment maintenance. In 1995
he bought into No 21, a Twin Astir, in which he continued to enjoy his
cross country excursions, this time with companions on the flight. In
1998 Bob acquired a share in a Centrair Pegase.

On one occasion after a field-landing the farmer suggested that he
dropped them off at a pub for a pint and a sandwich while they waited
for their crew. After the farmer had disappeared, Bob and Mike
Dawson, his co-pilot,  discovered that the pub was closed. They then
had to trudge three hot and sweaty miles back to the glider.

In July 1998 on a Thursday Group day out to Dunstable Bob was
invited to fly as a passenger in a K13. The P1 committed the cardinal
error of turning towards the hill at low level. The glider spun into the
ground in seconds. Although Bob was not P1 he lost his instructor
rating and it was not reinstated. He recovered from his injuries, and
was back in his Pegasus and flying five weeks later.

Over the next couple of years in addition to soaring in his beloved
Pegasus, he enjoyed visits to Seminole Lake,FL. Hollister, CA.
Palomino Valley and Minden, Nevada. Mafeking, S.A. And Darling
Downs, Au. Appalachians, Pennsylvania and Santa Cilia de Jaca,
Spain, gaining a world of international experience not afforded to
many.

In 2003 I had the pleasure of flying with Bob in the Pyrenees in No
21. Zooming along a ridge at 90kt below a line of cloud we saw a
ginormous 9ft span vulture directly ahead. Bob pulled up and shot
straight into cloud with no cloud-flying instruments and only,
perhaps, 500' of clear air between us and the rocks below. With
consummate calm, the air-brakes were opened and with wings level
we dropped out of cloud still travelling in the same direction.

In 2006 Bob joined me, Bob Johnson, Jim Pereira, Jack Bates and
Mike Gee in a syndicate for a DG1000T – G-CKNF (Known, tongue in
cheek, as the Geriatric Crew of Know Nothing Fellows) from then
until his retirement from gliding, because of the onset of ill-health in
2012. Bob flew thousands of wonderful cross-country kilometres from
Lasham, sharing in the company of good friends.

Bob Vaughan never fully recovered from a “benign” spinal tumour
and died in December 2019. He is sincerely missed by his friends in
gliding and leaves a charming wife and two lovely daughters.



15Don’t get ticked off by Lyme disease when you land out

If you step out after a successful
landing, the last thing that you would
expect to suffer is a silent and
potentially deadly disease from a hungry
but infected tick.

Records from nearly a century ago list
sufferers of strange symptoms,
associated with forests, which have been
likened to those of Lyme disease.
Currently most of us think of adders as
the main danger here, but it is time to
wise up.

In Britain, the last fifty years has seen
great areas of heathland and scrub grow
into light forest with re-population by
deer, and so they are blamed for
infections. However the castor bean tick
is also known as the common sheep tick.
Cattle horses, dogs, cats, pigs, mice and
perching birds are also known to carry
ticks into previously uninfected areas.

Ticks fall off animals after a meal of
blood. Consequently eggs and ticks of

all growth stages are commonly present in the countryside: fields,
roadside verges, hedges and in parkland. For some forest rangers,
tick removal from ankles, waists or wrists was almost a daily
occurrence. So landing-out may not be a picnic as you walk to the
nearest farmhouse, or if you lie around waiting for your retrieve crew.

In every area of Britain ticks are now infected with the bacterium that
causes Lyme disease. It is so-called after a town called Lyme in
Connecticut where the condition led to a sudden ten-thousand-fold
increase in arthritis in children.

After years of research the corkscrew-shaped bacterium, known as
Borrellia, was discovered by accident in 1982 when a world authority
on tick-borne diseases was supplied different and unusually small ticks
which had been collected at the “wrong time of year”. He recalled the
research into Lyme disease six years earlier, and was able to
reproduce the symptoms on some unfortunate mammals in his lab.

Symptoms
(From NHS web-site)
Many people with early
symptoms of Lyme disease
develop a circular red skin rash
around a tick bite. The rash can
appear up to 3 months after
being bitten by a tick and
usually lasts for several weeks.
Most rashes appear within the
first 4 weeks.

Not everyone with Lyme disease
gets the rash. Some people also have flu-like symptoms in the early
stages, such as:

� a high temperature, or feeling hot and shivery
� headaches
� muscle and joint pain
� tiredness and loss of energy

Symptoms - later stages
Some people with Lyme disease develop more severe symptoms
months or years later.  This is more likely if treatment is delayed.
These more severe symptoms may include:
� pain and swelling in joints
� nerve problems – such as pain or numbness
� heart problems
� trouble with memory or concentration

Robert Pollett is a member
of Lasham who first
encountered Lyme disease
when his mother,
Gwendolyne Heygate, was
eventually diagnosed in
1988 after a long period
when the medical profession
was ill-informed. Her
treatment was very late and
so she suffered greatly from
the later symptoms. Since
then Robert has researched
the disease and campaigned
by better education of both
doctors and the public. I
have edited Robert’s paper,
though the full version is
available from the office.
There are 8000 cases of the
disease annually in the UK.
I have therefore described
what to do if you have been
bitten using accredited
information.

The rash is often described as looking
like a bull’s eye on a dart-board

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/lyme-disease/


Most tick bites are harmless.  Only a small number of ticks are infected
with the bacteria that cause Lyme disease.  A tick bite can only cause
Lyme disease in humans if the tick has already bitten an infected
animal. But it's still important to be aware of ticks and to safely remove
them as soon as possible, just in case.

Ticks that may cause Lyme disease are found all over the UK, but
high-risk areas include grassy and wooded areas in southern England
and the Scottish Highlands.

How to spot and remove ticks
Tick bites are not always painful. You may not notice a tick unless you
see it on your skin. Regularly check your skin and your children's or
pets' skin after being outdoors.

To remove a tick safely:

� Use fine-tipped
tweezers or a tick-
removal tool. You can
buy these from some
pharmacies, vets and
pet shops.
� Grasp the tick as close
to the skin as possible.
� Slowly pull upwards,
taking care not to
squeeze or crush the
tick. Dispose of it when
you have removed it.

� Clean the bite with antiseptic or soap and water.

The risk of getting ill is low. You do not need to do anything else unless
you become unwell.

See a GP if:
�     you have been bitten by a tick or visited an area in the past

month where infected ticks are found, and you get:
�     flu-like symptoms – such as feeling hot and shivery, headaches,

aching muscles or feeling sick, or a circular red rash

Tell them if you have been in forests or grassy areas.

Further information
The next part of this article has been lifted from the web-site of an
organisation called Lyme Disease Action (LDA). It is a charity that
provides accredited information.

https://www.lymediseaseaction.org.uk/about-ticks/tick-
removal/

Your main aims are to remove the tick promptly, to remove all parts
of the tick’s body and to prevent it releasing additional saliva or
regurgitating its stomach contents into your bite wound.

DO use a proprietary tick removal tool (available from LDA’s
website, many vets and pet shops) (and pharmacies such as Boots
Ed), and follow the instructions provided. The common types of
removal tool available will grip the head of the tick without squashing
the body.
Alternative Methods : With pointed tweezers (not blunt eyebrow
tweezers!) grasp the tick as close to the skin as possible; without
squeezing the tick’s body, pull the tick out without twisting (it is
difficult to twist tweezers without separating the tick’s head from its
body) – there may be considerable resistance.
If no tools are available, rather than delay, use a fine thread,
something like cotton or dental floss. Tie a single loop of thread around
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https://www.lymediseaseaction.org.uk/about-ticks/tick-removal/
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the tick’s mouthparts, as close to the skin as possible, then pull
upwards and outwards without twisting.
DO start by cleansing the tweezers/tool with antiseptic. After tick
removal, cleanse the bite site and the tool with antiseptic.
DO wash hands thoroughly afterwards.
DO save the tick in a container in case a doctor asks for evidence that
you have been bitten (label it with date and location). Public Health
England is also currently running a scheme to investigate ticks – see
below.
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tick-surveillance-scheme
DO NOT squeeze the body of the tick, as this may cause the head
and body to separate, leaving the head embedded in your skin.
DO NOT use your fingernails to remove a tick. Infection can enter via
any breaks in your skin, e.g. close to the fingernail.
DO NOT crush the tick’s body, as this may cause it to regurgitate its
infected stomach contents into the bite wound.
DO NOT try to burn the tick off, apply petroleum jelly, nail polish or
any other chemical. Any of these methods can cause discomfort to
the tick, resulting in regurgitation, or saliva release.
A video is available on
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4T9vbGtMDt4
Note that the video shows the tool being twisted according to the
manufacturer’s instructions.  If fine tweezers are used, the tick should
be pulled steadily upwards without twisting.
Disposing of the tick
After you have removed your tick, keep it in a sealed container and
send it to Public Health England’s Tick Recording Scheme. They will
identify it for you and add the information to their database.
Alternatively, kill the tick by crushing it and flushing it down the toilet,
or by folding it in a strip of sticky tape and placing it in the waste. Be
aware that engorged ticks will contain potentially infected blood, which

may splatter when crushed. Do not crush the tick with your fingers
and do not allow the crushed tick or the blood it carried to contact
your skin.
Now what?!
Don’t worry! The risk from a UK tick bite is very small and you don’t
need treatment unless you develop symptoms of illness. The red mark
left by the tick bite will fade over a couple of days, so perhaps just
make a note on a calendar or diary so if necessary you can tell your
doctor when the tick bite was and where it was on your body. Lyme
disease symptoms appear on average about 2 weeks after the tick
bite.
If you have left a small part of the tick mouthparts in your skin, which
can sometimes happen, medical advice is just to leave it and your
body will deal with it. You can do more damage digging around with
a needle to try to get it out, and this can be particularly distressing
for children.
This information was provided by
Lyme Disease Action, Registered in England & Wales,
Registered Charity Number 1100448, Registered Company
Number 4839410
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Editorial
Somehow just enough material arrives for each edition of this
magazine, but I still feel there is an article hidden somewhere in
every member of the Society. Rising Air is published three times a
year (1 March, 1 July and 1 November). Please start thinking and
get your material for the next edition to me (not the Office) by
mid-June if possible.

john@mccullagh.biz

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tick-surveillance-scheme
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4T9vbGtMDt4
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tick-surveillance-scheme
mailto:john@mccullagh.biz


19Twenty Seven to go East by E. Grimshaw

Here bygynneth the Book of the tales of Wasserkuppe...
Whan that Aprille with his shoures soote,

The droghte of March hath perced to the roote,
And bathed every veyne in swich licóur
Of which vertú engendred is the flour;

And specially, from every shires ende
Of Engelond, to Wasserkuppe they wende,

The hooly blisful martir for to seke,
That hem hath holpen whan that they were seeke.

In true Chaucerian style it all started with the Thatcher’s Tale. For lo
in the icy blast of Storm Dennis and all things wild, wet, windy and
most miserable it was he, Sir Hilton of Thatcher, who, looking to the
blessed spring of 2020 (as were we all ) summarised it thus:  "To all
intents and purposes" quoth he "It is a pilgrimage."

A pilgrimage
And I supposed it was. Exactly that. But what sort of a pilgrimage be
this? Seven and twenty on a motor coach, insured to the hilt and
blasting right on past Canterbury. Under the blessed Channel that has
kept us all safe since 1066 and turning left... eastwards ever
eastwards... to the Rhön Mountains.

Where are we talking about exactly? Sort of bang in the middle of
Germany but more to our side. A vague 'S' shape of rolling hills and
valleys. The Wasserkuppe is their highest point... a sort of huge
slumped blancmange of a plateau... about Scafell in height... just over
3000 feet... but with great rolling grassy slopes instead of all that
serious rock climbing. Imagine a kind of Super Long Mynd nearly three
times the height! Perfect skiing, gliding, paragliding and hang-gliding
country.

So perfect, in fact, that it was to there the world's early gliding
enthusiasts gravitated. (Discounting, of course, Sir George Cayley,
the Wright brothers, and Elmo... the 'flying monk' of Malmesbury!)

Lilienthal was really the first... but he lived, flew and died further
northeast... near his home around the Potsdam side of Berlin. But he
showed it could be done and the word got around big time.

The old plate photographs were remarkable. The first recorded gliding
attempts on the Wasserkuppe were Darmstadt students of 1911 but
the really serious gliding action there happened after the Great War
during annual camp meets in the early 1920s.

At first, the great joy was simply finding amateur designs that could
fly down the huge hill with an L/D that was actually better than the
angle of the hill! Then people wanted to try turning... a dodgy business
in those days... for concepts of controllability lagged way behind ideas
for simply flying. But then the survivors wanted to soar. And soar they
eventually did... but always along the ridge line.



Until one day one Wilhelm Leusch rose from the hill straight into the
path of a hefty cumulus and kept going up. Astounded, the watchers
on the ground saw him try to turn away from the threatening murk,
go into a spiral dive, then heard nasty cracking  as important parts
of the wings failed. There was a predictable plummet followed by a
nasty thudding sound. A number of early soaring attempts ended the
same way as ideas of structural integrity lagged even further behind
ideas of  controllability. The result, of course, was that a number of
brave aeronauts died just when it seemed they were really getting
somewhere.

On the Wasserkuppe
there is a memorial
hall to Lilienthal and
to others that came a
cropper. This is the
Ehrenhalle... even
though as far as I can
make out, Lilienthal
himself never flew
here. But he died in
exactly the same
cause... our cause...
soaring unpowered
flight. Inside the hall
by a huge stained

glass window of 'winged man'   is a statue of Lilienthal lying down
apparently on his own grave. By his feet are inscribed his mythic last
words: "Opfer müssen gebracht werden"... "Sacrifices must be made."

Mythic because the curator of the main Lilienthal museum near Berlin
doubts he ever actually said them. But it matters not because, said
or unsaid, these words are undoubtedly true. And they stand perfectly
well for all the early pioneers who died on this hill... or any other. Add

in our own Percy Pilcher and Robert Kronfeld if you like. The latter
brought thermal soaring straight from the Wasserkuppe to the UK.

Its important to understand that although lightweight powered
warplanes were well established by the end of the Great War this
particular hilltop celebrates the rise of unpowered soaring flight...
mostly by amateurs but not entirely. Almost every leading figure in
German aviation flew from here at one time or another... Hanna
Reitsch, Willy Messerschmitt, Wolf Hirth (crashed and survived!) the
list is endless.

Today it's a big flying centre as well as a popular skiing area. There
are gliding and power flying clubs including the unmissable 'Oldtimer
Segelflugclub'!

The most notable building is a swish state-sponsored museum set up
by the Government to honour not just German gliders throughout the
last century but also model gliders!  Never let it be said the Germans
lack imagination… so we'll be spending some time in there! Although
Lasham has more (big) gliders and higher launch totals plus the GHC
we're still not really an equivalent. There's a hotel up on the
Wasserkuppe, and a restaurant. Not to mention other statues,
memorials and cold war spy sites. The underlying reason is simple:
Ever since the Treaty of Versailles the German government poured
money into gliding exactly the way ours never did and never does.

So why are we going really? A busload of VGC nutters and a few others
from Lasham? What's it all about?

Well I can only speak for myself but I bet others feel the same way.
I can see an early version of myself up there. I'm good with woodwork
and used to be keen as mustard. Had things been different I could
well have been, in my youthful 1920s enthusiasm, at the same risk
of failing to understand the strength of structures and the loads
imposed by flight. Would I have had the guts to launch myself off into
unknown wind currents and gusts three thousand feet up in my own
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contraption? I don't know. But I do know I can hear the twang of
parting wires... the hideous crack of breaking spars... the crump of
woodwork piling into the ground. I don't need to be there... I can hear
it from here!

So yes, I guess we're all acknowledging a deep silent debt of some
sort. We owe a lot to those guys. When I was at school I thought
gliding started with Philip Wills and Fred Slingsby but I'm nearly grown
up now. I know better. A pilgrimage. Why not?

There are other attractions too. A tour of   Alexander Schleicher's
manufactory at nearby  Poppenhausen is on the cards. You may be a
Schemp-Hirth fan or a DG, or LS owner. But many times I've looked
closely at bits of Schleicher construction and been awed at the degree
of perfection they achieve in glass fibre composites. So I want to see
how it's done!

OK it is a long coach ride. So I'd much rather someone else drove and
I'm listing that as an attraction too! With all those crazy fellow
travellers... fellow fliers... brothers in arms riding effortlessly with
me... what Chaucerian tales will we all be telling on the long journey?
The Instructor's tale? The Wing Runner's tale? The Herriard Wife's
tale? How bawdy will it get!

Hilton says he's got two or three spare seats. If you want one (26 -
29 April) contact Hilton Thatcher at tours@glidingheritage.org.uk.
by 20 March.

Otherwise we might see the ghost of Mr Chaucer flitting between
them:

"No more of this, for Goddes dignitee,’
Quod oure hoste, ‘for thou makest me

So wery of thy verray lewednesse
That, also wisly God my soule blesse,
Myn eres aken of thy drasty speche;

Now swiche a rym the devel I biteche!
This may wel be rym dogerel,’ quod he."

(Translation: "Oh my God, stop, stop! I can’t take any more of this
horrible story!” the Host cried. “It’s perverse, not to mention just plain
stupid, and your poetry sucks!")

Ebenezer Grimshaw

21Seven and Twenty to head East
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Saturday evening talks

Another successful season of Saturday evening talks is coming to an
end. At the time of publication, the following talks are coming up:

Saturday 7 March – 16:00 Lasham Gliding Society Annual General
Meeting. This event will be for LGS members only.

Saturday 14 March – A talk by Artyom Liss entitled “The end of the
Media? What's happened to Journalism, and can we fix It? “. - Visitors
welcome.

Saturday 21 March –A talk by G Dale on bailing out and also about
his recently published books. - Visitors welcome.

Saturday 28 March – Clocks spring forward on this night. Alan
Meredith, Chief Pilot for the British Antarctic survey, was due to give
an update on flying in Antarctica. It seems likely that Al’s Antarctic
duties will prevent his appearance.

Thanks to the team: John Delafield, Chris Gibson, Nicki Marchant,
Mike Philpott, Morag Saunders, Debbie Scholey

mailto:tours@glidingheritage.org.uk
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(all lists are alphabetical. Some posts are part-time)
Committee of Management
Patrick Naegeli (Chairman)
Nick Hoare (wef 7 March 2020)
Alix Pentecost
Mike Philpott
Ginny Pringle
Gary Pullen (Vice-chairman)

General Manager
Gavin Spink

Hon Treasurer
John McCullagh

Flying staff
Colin Watt (Chief Flying Instructor)
Jordan Bridge (DCFI)

Office staff
Joan Carey (Finance manager)
Sue Cook
Sharon Farr
Angela McVie
Sharon White

Workshop
John Brooke (Part time)
Stuart Clay (Licensed Engineer)
Richard Moyse (Aircraft Workshop Manager)
Gayl Wheelwright (Aircraft Maintenance Manager)

Cleaners
Keith & Barbara Chiverton

Facilities and winch
Colin Currie (Facilities Manager)
Mateusz “Matt” Gocek (Part-time winch driver and
workshop fitter)
Paul Haliday (Winch driver)
Ewan Hogg (Seasonal winch driver wef 6/3/20)
Ed Jones (Occasional winch driver)
Paul Osborne (Groundsman)
Gary Pullen (Part-time facilities)

Restaurant and bar franchisees
Golden Glider Ltd (Alice, Fi and Nick Christides)
pro tem - New franchisee being selected
01256 384 910

Other roles
Vacant (Youth Scheme)
Dave Hopgood (Tugmaster)
Colin Watt (Airspace)
Henry Freeborn (Safety Officer)
Colin Watt (Child Protection Officer)

Sub-committee chairmen
Caravan - Bill Bullimore
Catering - Maureen Pullen
Competitions - Christine Bullimore
Flying - Colin Watt
Single-seaters - Rick Bastin

Volunteers
Throughout the Society there are many other
volunteers and occasional employees. These are
too numerous to mention but they always have
our thanks.

Lasham Trust
Donations to make Lasham even better. The
trustees are: Graham Garnett, Nigel Mallender,
and the Society’s chairman.

Lasham Gliding Society Ltd
Rising Air Magazine is published by:
  Lasham Gliding Society,
  Lasham Airfield,
  ALTON,
  Hants
  GU34 5SS

Tel: 01256 384 900
Email: office@lasham.org.uk
Website: www.lashamgliding.com

Lasham Gliding Society Ltd is registered under the
Friendly and Industrial and Provident Societies Act
1968 (Registered number IP15094R).

Editor for this issue:  John McCullagh
Sub-editor:    Geoff Martin
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