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Introduction 

My second Newsletter, I am calling it 

Autumn as the trees are dropping leaves 

on my lawn and it is getting dark early 

enough for sunset time to figure in Colin’s 

daily cross country task setting. Most of 

this copy was written before the surprise 

news about ATC, that is obviously going to 

be a major focus of our attention in the 

coming months. 

 

Activity 

Up to June the club’s numbers had held up 

well. The weather in July and August was 

not so kind to us but the Indian summer in 

September was more in line with 2014. 

This of course reflects directly in the 

activity figures to the end of September 

with an 11% reduction YTD compared to 

last year. Some of us have been able to 

get in a few very pleasant late season 

flights.  

 

  
 30 

September 
2014 

 30 
September 

2015 

Full flying members 474 473 

Senior 64 66 

Under 26 34 34 

Under 21 116 128 

Overseas 19 16 

Total 707 717 

Social 110 100 

Gliders 
(N,S,Vintage,SLMG, 
Hangar) 

199 213 

Aerotows YTD 7,139 6,243 

Winch launches 
YTD 

16,349 14,832 

Motor glider flights 
YTD 

748 497 

 

Competitions 

The 18M Nationals and Lasham Regionals 

in August had 5 and 4 task days 

respectively. In the end there were 34 

gliders in the 18m class and 30 in the two 

regionals classes. As usual the Lasham 

competition team led by Rob Jarvis did a 

splendid job. The introduction of the finish 

ring, segregating competition gliders and 

club operations and moving the camping to 

the south side all contributed to a 

competition that worked for the 

competitors and caused a minimum of 

disruption to club members wanting to fly 

during this week. It was important for us to 

prove we will be able to accommodate club 

flying and EGC 2107 together safely and 

fairly and I believe we demonstrated that. 

We will be making changes for 

LashamGlide in July/August 2016 based on 

our experience this year and feedback from 

members and competitors, so if there is 

anything you would like to raise please 

buttonhole me or send me an email via the 

office.  

 

 
 

 

CAA 

The BGA and GAA (General Aviation 

Alliance) invited Andrew Haines, Chief 

Executive of the CAA, to visit Lasham for a 

day during the competitions so that he 

could see first-hand what gliding is about. 

We were fortunate that his visit on the 

Friday coincided with some decent weather 

so when he arrived he saw a well organised 

airfield packed with gliders on the 

competition and club grids. He made an 

excellent speech at the competition briefing 

(see below) and later had a flight with 

Colin Watt in a Duo and experienced some 

wave as well as thermals. His background 

is not from the aviation industry, he has 

been working on a PPL which he hopes to 

complete when he has more time and I for 

one found him good to talk with.  
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Airfield Developments 

I said back in July that we were planning to 

replace the Brown Elephant with something 

more interesting (and more structurally 

sound). Interesting turned out to equal 

rather expensive and so we are looking at 

something a little less interesting but a lot 

more affordable. Getting the work done 

this winter is becoming more challenging 

and it will remain in use for everything 

except glider maintenance until we are 

ready to pull it down. 

 

The Old Maintenance Hangar is having 

remedial work carried out and the 

aeroplanes residing in it have been moved 

to the Wally Kahn Hangar so that it can be 

used by members for glider fettling over 

the winter instead of the Brown Elephant. 

The last remaining challenge is tracing the 

leaks in the roof. After some input from the 

building inspector about the state of the 

existing foundations for the steel columns a 

major recladding or replacement will not 

now happen before next season.  

 

We are looking again at the timing of all 

our capital expenditure plans in the light of 

the ATC situation. 

 

Silent Wings Silent Wheels 

More than 400 people came to Lasham for 

an event jointly arranged by the Gliding 

Heritage Centre and Alton Energy 

demonstrating green electric vehicles 

alongside the GHC vintage glider collection. 

With good weather it was a great success 

and got a big write up in the local press. 

Damian Hinds our local MP opened it and 

gave Paul Haliday a unique photo 

opportunity. 

 

 
 

Flying Farmers  

Mike Philpott arranged for the Flying 

Farmers Association to hold their AGM at 

Lasham. As the name implies this is a 

group of aviation minded farmers and strip 

owners so it was an excellent opportunity 

for Lasham do something in return for our 

occasional unplanned use of their facilities. 

Around 80 of their members attended 

bringing in 30 aircraft. 

 

 
 

Star attraction for the day was a talk by 

veteran aviator Eric “Winkle” Brown and 

some lucky Lasham members were able to 

sit in on this. Eric is 96, his wife Jean 93 

and they drove themselves to Lasham. I 

have never had the honour to meet anyone 

quite like them, their energy and 

enthusiasm for life was amazing. Eric had 

been to Lasham before, piloting a 

Lancaster.  

 

 
 

He was a test pilot at Farnborough after 

the war and told me all about flying the 

tailless GAL56 glider which had fatal flaws. 

He had 15 flights with 15 different 

observers because none of them would fly 

in it with him twice.  

 



LASHAM NEWSLETTER 
Autumn 2015 

 
 

Page 3 

 
 

In his long career Eric bailed out no less 

than 21 times. The collection after his talk 

was for his favourite charity, the RNLI. He 

was pulled out of the sea 15 times. 

 

TAG Farnborough ACP 

A huge amount has happened since my 

last Newsletter – too much to cover in 

detail here. Our Farnborough airspace 

team has been working its socks off. A 

formal letter was sent to the CAA pointing 

out the grave shortcomings in the process 

followed, to the extent that it should be 

abandoned. Shortly afterwards TAG 

submitted its Final Report to the CAA and 

published Feedback Report B. The latter 

raised far more questions than it answered 

and the Final Report remains confidential 

to the CAA and therefore “secret”. In 

Andrew Haines’ speech at our competition 

briefing he promised that this airspace 

affair would be undertaken in a fair and 

open manner. We made a Freedom of 

Information Request to the CAA for the 

basic approach and departure plates that 

TAG submitted. This was refused on the 

somewhat implausible grounds that it was 

not in the public interest to release it and 

that it was also work in progress. We have 

appealed this. It is becoming increasingly 

difficult to see how this airspace claim can 

be resolved without a legal challenge.    

 

Open Meeting 

We are planning the annual open meeting 

for a general discussion between the CoM 

and members at 4pm on Saturday 31st 

October in the Brown Elephant. Brief 

presentations from the CoM then Q&A, 

questions in advance helpful but not 

essential. The meeting will hopefully last 

not much more than an hour as there will 

be a Halloween Party to prepare for 

followed later that evening by fireworks of 

the pyrotechnic kind. 

And Finally 

I would have liked to end with a mildly 

humorous photo but this one is not so 

funny. From the 1st October this is the sign 

that greets you as you leave the airfield via 

the Lasham Village gate.  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

You can go to the Royal Oak, you can post 

a letter, you can go to church but if you 

want to go home through Lasham Village 

(as I have done since 1970) according to 

this sign you would be breaking the law. 

This came as a surprise to us, we can find 

no evidence that we or ATC were consulted 

last year when this was planned. The 

stated justification is to stop HGVs routing 

through the village to get to the Highfield 

industrial site but somewhere along the 

way the traffic order has been 

implemented to ban all motor vehicles. The 

police did not see a safety requirement for 

it and said they are likely to have more 

urgent things to focus on than enforcing 

this ban. I appreciate that we have some 

long standing members living in Lasham 

Village but this process is in danger of 

appearing less fit for purpose than the 

CAA’s ACP guidance. I feel a legal 

challenge coming on. 

 

Nice clouds in the photo though. 

 

 
Mike Clarke 
Chairman 

 


