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God’s Word for Life marks a new chapter in both youth and church-wide curriculum. With this new chapter 
comes a fresh vision for curriculum’s focus, content, and visual display. Below you’ll find various highlights of 
the new features and what to expect as you start to prepare for the quarter ahead.

GETTING STARTED
The first page of each lesson provides the overarching information you can use to plan your class.

PRETEEN TRANSITION
The idea behind the preteen transition is simple: there will always be an influx of preteens joining the youth 
class, and these options help make students in transition feel comfortable moving from one classroom 
dynamic to the next. The Preteen Transition offers a quick activity that often highlights more physical action 
or activity—something that tends to be more common in children’s classrooms.

 

LIVING OUT 
GOD’S WORD

1.1MARCH 6, 2022

SERIES 1: OUR HIDING PLACE

PRETEEN TRANSITION ( 5 MIN )

THE BUCKET LIST 

1. Describe the idea of a bucket list to the class.

2. Instruct students to create a bucket list that includes up to twenty items. 

3. Ask the following questions:
• What are the top ten items on your bucket list?

• If you only had days to live, what would you spend those days doing?

SERIES AIM 
God’s Word gives us 
direction for every area 
of our lives.

BIBLICAL PASSAGE 
Psalm 119:9–16, 97–112  

LESSON BIG IDEA 
I will hide God’s Word 
in my heart and daily 
live it out in my life.

TRUTH ABOUT GOD///

God’s Word teaches us how to live a life 
that is pleasing to Him.

///

9

Daily Devotional Check-In ///

Last week we talked about obeying God and following the commands of the Bible. You 
are going to be attacked and ridiculed for your beliefs, but if you remain strong in your 
faith and rely on God and His Word, even when it is difficult. He will do miraculous things 
for you.

HOW TO USE 
THIS LESSON GUIDE
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WHERE DO 
WE BEGIN?
Every lesson will begin with a narrative to 
reinforce the themes and ideas of the subject 
matter, grabbing students’ attention in a unique 
way with a new narrative or scenario every week.

ENGAGE AND 
RELEASE ACTIVITIES
God’s Word for Life offers two options at the 
beginning and end of each lesson to ensure 
teachers have a variety of ways to engage 
students. These options feature physical activities, 
object lessons, discussion, learning scenarios, and 
short stories to add variety as well as reinforce the 
themes and ideas of the material.

///If I were to ask you, “What is your favorite part about going to school?” I am guessing your answer would most likely 
not be “taking tests.” The word test itself can cause stress. Some teachers have very creative names for tests. They 
call them things like “assessment” or “checkup” or something creative like “celebration of knowledge.” 

Tests are not fun, but tests are a part of life. When you graduate from high school one day, even if you choose not to 
go to college, you will never be free from tests. The tests you take as an adult may not be with pen and paper. They 
may be tests of your knowledge and skills in the workplace. They may be tests of your patience or endurance in a 
trial. They may be tests of your Christianity in situations where you are tempted. In whatever form they occur, you 
will continue to be tested.

Some people do incredibly well on tests, while others struggle. Most of the time (with a few exceptions), those who 
do incredibly well are those who have studied. They have taken the time to make good notes, review those notes, 
and memorize the facts they feel will most likely be turned into test questions. Those who do not do well on tests 
(with a few exceptions) are normally those who have not prepared. They went to class, but they did not make notes, 
did not review their homework, and did not read the assigned chapters in the textbook. 

Really, doing well on a test is pretty simple. If you know the information 
about which you are being tested, you will succeed. If you do not know it, 
you will not.

The most important tests you will face in life are tests of your faith. You will be tested on whether your life lines up 
with the Word of God. It is a test you must pass. Thankfully, it is an open book test. You are even encouraged to 
memorize portions of the Book for easy recall.

LESSON 1.1

WHERE DO WE BEGIN?///( 5 MIN )

TESTS ARE NOT FUN, BUT 
TESTS ARE A PART OF LIFE.

10

ENGAGE/// ( 10 MIN )

OPTION 1
1. How does the world define what love is?
2. What does the Bible say love is?
3. How do you view or define love?
4. How does your view of love stack up to the view 

of the world and the view of Scripture?
5. Why is it important for us to define love early in 

our lives and in our walk with God?

OPTION 2
1. Together as a class, have communion.
2. Depending on your group’s size, use a loaf or 

multiple loaves of bread and paper cups or 
miscellaneous mugs and glasses.

3. Start by telling how you have seen the person to 
your left example Christ’s love. Then break off a 
piece of bread for yourself and hand the remainder 
of the loaf to the person to your left.

4. When you have gone full circle and all students 
have expressed seeing Christ’s love in their peers, 
read the portion of the communion narrative that is 
applicable.

5. When it is time to share in the blood of Christ, hand 
out cups. Go around the entire group and pray for 
each individual that Christ’s love would be seen in 
each one. Then fill students’ glasses from a large 
pitcher.

LIVING OUT GOD’S WORD

 God’s Word teaches us how to live a life that is pleasing to Him.

///
SERIES 1: OUR HIDING PLACE///RELEASE/// ( 10 MIN )

OPTION 1

1. Ask students to share fears they had when they 
were younger. Share your fears as well.

2. Were those fears small? 

3. As you look back at those fears, were they 
irrational?

4. What was the source of the fear?

5. How did you overcome it?

6. Often fears form because we are facing 
something we haven’t faced before, and it is easy 
to be afraid we are not strong enough to make it 
through.

OPTION 2

1. Discuss purpose. 

2. How do you define ministry?

3. What does ministry that does not involve singing 
or preaching look like? How can you get involved 
in ministry right away?

4. What does it really mean to be a child of God?

5. What goes along with being a child of God? What 
is expected of you?

6. How does ministry go beyond the church?
• In everything you do, glorify God in your 

actions and your activities. 

• It is important to understand that purpose and 
ministry extend far beyond the walls of our 
church. Purpose and ministry are built on the 
Word of God and how clearly we hear the voice 
of God.

PRAYER///
Jesus, thank You for giving us Your Word so we can know how to 
live to please You. Help us to study Your Word, not just to learn 
facts and information, but to apply it to our lives. Guide us as we 
read the Bible so we can grow in relationship with You.

   God’s Word teaches us how to live a life that is pleasing to Him.

LESSON 1.1

16
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HOW TO USE 
THIS LESSON GUIDE

JR. HIGH AND 
SR. HIGH BREAKOUTS
God’s Word for Life offers a completely new approach 
to curriculum through a single Youth level that features 
breakout content tailored for different age levels. These 
Jr. High and Sr. High Breakouts will be displayed in 
each lesson as a spread in the middle of each lesson 
and will offer unique activities and discussion prompts. 
Breakouts will also provide a tailored application of the 
content discussed in the first half of each lesson.

DEVOTIONAL TIE-IN
Each lesson will feature three areas in which teachers 
will be prompted to ask about or discuss devotional 
content from both the previous week and the week of 
devotionals ahead. This will help to reinforce the need 
for devotional time each day and push students to 
engage with the at-home Daily Devotional Guide.

Read Psalm 119:11, 16. 
Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. . . . I will delight myself 
in thy statutes: I will not forget thy word.

1. We learn so much when we read God’s Word and hide it in our hearts.
a. Basic Bible studies teach us principles of how to live for God—studying stories like 

David and Goliath.
b. We learn important instructions in the Bible, like the Ten Commandments or the fruit 

of the Spirit.
c. We can apply what we read in the Bible to situations we are facing.

2. Of course, memorizing Scripture is important as well. It doesn’t have to be boring, 
though. 
a. The best way to memorize Scripture is to read it and repeat it a few times until you 

can say the verse without looking. 
b. Even if you don’t get it right word-for-word, memorizing the gist of what it is saying 

will help when you are facing a tough decision and you don’t have a Bible handy.

3. The older you get, the more you will face situations, and even people, that are hurtful 
and confusing to your faith and your decision-making. The only way to know you are 
making the right decision is to be invested in relationship with God and His Word. 
a. Our connection to the supernatural overcomes the physical. 
b. Prayer has the power to transform our situation, even when we cannot see a positive 

solution. 
c. Knowing God’s Word will remind us that being in a difficult situation is an 

opportunity for us to put our faith on display and help us not to have a crisis of faith 
when things don’t work out the way we want. 

d. Knowing God’s Word is necessary because life is uncertain and can change in an 
instant. God’s Word is unchanging. It should be our rock and foundation.

SR. HIGH BREAKOUT///

1. Create an obstacle course using any objects to block movement. (Consider using chairs arranged in a maze 
so the obstacles aren’t small enough for someone to trip over.)

2. Pair up all your students. One pair at a time, give one student a blindfold and instruct the other student to 
direct the blindfolded student through the maze or obstacle course.

3. Time each pair for an added level of competition.

4. Explain that with God, there is no guesswork; His directions are perfect.

13

Daily Devotional  
Insight ///

The devotional focus 
this week has to do 
with pleasing God by 
obeying His Word. The 
goal of our life should 
be to please and obey 
God in ever word and 
deed. If we are faithful 
in this way, He will bless 
our lives in unbelievable 
ways. 

LIVING OUT GOD’S WORD

JR. HIGH BREAKOUT///

1. Choose two students for this activity: one will be blindfolded, and one will be the guide.

2. Without the blindfolded student hearing, tell the guide he or she will be leading the other student through a 
pretend obstacle course—there will be no real obstacles.

3. Have the guide lead and give directions to the blindfolded student.

4. After the guide has led the other student through the imaginary course, have the student remove the 
blindfold. 

5. Explain that with God directing us, it’s as if there are no real obstacles because God is greater than any 
obstacles in our lives.

1. Have you ever had to memorize something for school—maybe a poem, or lines in a 
play, or part of a speech or presentation you were assigned to give in front of the class? 
Maybe memorizing is easy for you; maybe it’s not. Some people have an easier time 
memorizing things than others.

2. Still, everyone can memorize. You probably can sing the “ABCs” without looking at a 
letter chart. You know “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star” or “Mary Had a Little Lamb” by 
heart. Even if you don’t know some of those children’s songs, you most likely know the 
words to modern worship songs by heart.

3. You haven’t just memorized songs; you also have memorized important facts. You know 
by heart:
a. your birthday,
b. your address,
c. your phone number,
d. when it’s lunchtime at school.

4. The most important thing we can memorize, however, is the Word of God.

Read Psalm 119:11, 16.
Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. . . . I will delight myself 
in thy statutes: I will not forget thy word.

5. Unless you are a senior Bible quizzer, you may feel like memorizing the Word of God is 
too difficult for you. It may feel too much like schoolwork. Yet there is so much more to 
hiding God’s Word in your heart than just memorizing Scriptures.

6. We learn so much when we read God’s Word and hide it in our hearts.
a. Basic Bible studies teach us principles of how to live for God—studying stories like 

David and Goliath.
b. We learn important instructions in the Bible, like the Ten Commandments or the fruit 

of the Spirit.
c. We can apply what we read in the Bible to situations we are facing.

7. Of course, memorizing Scripture is important as well. It doesn’t have to be boring, 
though. 
a. The best way to memorize Scripture is to read it and repeat it a few times until you 

can say the verse without looking. 
b. Even if you don’t get it right word-for-word, memorizing the gist of what it is saying 

will help you when you are facing a tough decision and you don’t have a Bible 
handy.

LESSON 1.1

12

Daily Devotional  
Insight ///

The devotional focus 
this week has to do with 
pleasing God by obeying 
His Word. Our lives 
can take unexpected 
turns, but if we are true 
to God’s Word, He will 
protect us. 

LIVING OUT GOD’S WORD
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DAILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE

EQUIP YOUR STUDENTS 
FOR DAILY STUDY OF GOD’S WORD
Guiding your students in becoming lifelong Apostolic disciples is an enormous task to accomplish in just an 
hour on Sunday or Wednesday. Now you can expand your ministry with a tool that guides students in Bible 
study every day of the week.

This guide provides a daily Bible passage connected 
to the week’s lesson and a corresponding devotion. 
Each day ends with a final challenge to apply the 
message of God’s Word with both junior high and 
senior high options.

Make your teaching complete with this student 
resource by incorporating student feedback into 
class time. (Prompts are provided in this Leader 
Guide to help.) Additionally you can calendar the 
materials to coincide one of two ways: 

1. Instruct students to complete the accompanying 
devotional material during the week to reinforce 
the Bible passages already taught in the lesson at 
church.

2. Teach one week behind the suggested schedule 
in this Leader Guide so students interact with the 
Bible passages for the lesson during the week at 
home before the lesson. This option would allow 
for additional discussion since students will have 
already reviewed lesson content in advance.

In either scenario, this tool equips students to dig 
into God’s Word every day!

ONLY $4.99
Order your copy today at www.pentecostalpublishing.com.

4 GOD’S WORD FOR LIFE///

DAILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE///
MY COMMISSION IS GREAT

MONDAY, DECEMBER 6

Read Exodus 3:1–4. 
Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and he led the flock 
to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb. And the angel 
of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, 
behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed. And Moses said, I will now 
turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt. And when the Lord saw that he 
turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. 
And he said, Here am I.

God was seeking an appointment with Moses. He wanted to do something miraculous for His 
people, and He wanted Moses to play a big part. 

The same is true for you. God is looking for opportunities to meet with you and tell you all the 
things He has planned for your life and for the lives of those around you. Start listening for God’s 
voice and watching for miraculous events. He is reaching for you. He wants a relationship with you 
more than ever. 

Jr. High ///  What does God’s voice sound like to you?

Sr. High ///  Journal about a time when you felt or heard God speaking to you.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7

Read Exodus 3:6. 
Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God.

God’s declaration is something we should all take to heart. Moses, up to this point, had not had 
a real relationship with God. Sure, Moses had been taught about God and heard stories from his 
mother, but Moses had never taken the next step. God let Moses know that his ancestors had 
been guided by God. He alone was the one true God Moses had heard so much about. 

You may have a better relationship with God than Moses did at that point, but God’s declaration 
should still give you hope. For hundreds and thousands of years, this same God who has cared 
for and blessed generations of believers wants to do the same for you. He has chosen you, and 
He loves you beyond anything you could ever imagine. 

Jr. High ///  Make a list of things you think God wants you to do.

Sr. High ///  Pray about your calling and ask God to give you specific direction for 
this week.

LESSON 1.1
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ENLIVEN YOUR LESSONS WITH VIDEOS AND RESOURCES

RESOURCE KIT
Take advantage of the Youth Resource Kit for a robust collection 
of teaching tools to make each week exciting and engaging. 

Contents:

1. A video for each lesson

2. A poster for each of the three series

3. A supplement for adapting each lesson to minister to 
students affected by disabilities 

4. Excerpts from Word Aflame Press books for additional 
research

5. Social medial calendar and suggested practices

6. Graphics package

VIDEO CONTENT!
Each lesson’s opening story will be available as a video within 
the Resource Kit as a way of engaging students through a visual 
medium. The Resource Kit will also include contextual videos 
about the biblical passage as well as training videos to help you 
in the preparation process.

ONLY $24.99
Order your copy today at www.pentecostalpublishing.com.

SPRING 2022 JR. HIGH/SR. HIGH

FOR LIFE

SPECIAL EDUCATION  
SUPPLEMENT

Special Needs Suppliment.indd   1Special Needs Suppliment.indd   1 9/3/21   10:47 AM9/3/21   10:47 AM
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WHAT IT IS
Every leader should have tools to help with the vital mission of ensuring spiritual growth for 
your group or class. My Growth Toolkit is a full-service web-based portal to empower leaders 
in the teaching ministry of the church. It features growth tracking, record keeping, and 
management tools for groups or classes as well as training materials and special features to 
help everyone stay more connected and pursue spiritual growth. 

HOW TO USE IT
Purchase a membership at www.mygrowthtoolkit.com. Logging in is as simple as creating an account based on 
the email address you used to purchase your subscription. You can survey the training videos, set up your groups 
and classes, and get started managing your church’s growth track.

RESOURCES FOR LEADERS  
OF SMALL GROUPS OR CLASSES:
My Growth Toolkit offers a full array of resources to help lead your group effectively including:

• Attendance Tracking and Reporting: After a one-time setup to enter the members of your group or class, 
you can quickly take attendance each session with a few simple clicks. You then can access reports on 
missing participants for follow-up.

• Save Group Member Records: To care for your group, enter notes in each member’s records. Then you can 
quickly pull up a record and review all the information you’ve saved rather than relying on mental notes 
about your group.

• Easy Access to Digital Curriculum: View digital versions of God’s Word for Life you purchase, and license 
this material for others to access as well (based on the number of licenses purchased).

• Individual Assessments to Track Spiritual Growth: Encourage group members to take the Spiritual Growth 
Assessment (either anonymously or with their names attached) so you can see strengths and areas needing 
attention for your group. Then track progress each quarter as the group grows in their daily study of God’s 
Word.

• Leader Assessments: In addition to your spiritual growth assessment, take the self-assessment to identify 
your strengths and areas in need of attention as leader of your group or class. Review the results and use 
them to bolster your effectiveness in discipling those in your care.

• Training: Access training resources in My Growth Toolkit to help you grow as a leader in ministering to your 
group or class.

Visit www.mygrowthtoolkit.com for more information and to access  
any digital resources of God’s Word for Life you have purchased.

MY GROWTH TOOLKIT
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SERIES 1: OUR HIDING PLACE
///

SERIES 1: LOVING THE UNLOVED  

This series, “Loving the Unloved,” will show the great love Jesus has for all people, whether 
they are overlooked and deemed unimportant, seen as outcasts in society, or even hated 
and marginalized by others. Just as Jesus loved those whom others refused to love, we are 
called to show and share His love without discrimination. This series helps to highlight the 
command of Jesus to love your neighbor as yourself.

SERIES 2: GOD IS OUR REFUGE

This series, “God Is Our Refuge,” will show how the Lord will be our refuge and bring 
strength and healing to those who are hurting and overtaken with burdens. Four different 
psalms will be explored in this series: Psalm 22, Psalm 34, Psalm 46, and Psalm 55. No matter 
what we may face in this life, we can be confident God will be near and will help us carry the 
burdens we have been tasked to bear.

SERIES 3: THE IMPORTANCE OF GOD’S WORD

This series, “The Importance of God’s Word,” will emphasize the necessity of hearing 
and obeying the Scriptures and will accentuate the promises and power that inherently 
accompany His written Word. From Jehoiakim’s blatant disregard for God’s Word to Josiah’s 
humble submission to the Book of the Law, this series will show how important it is for 
individuals to heed God’s Word and put it into practice in their lives.

PREVIEW SUMMER 2022
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LIVING OUT 
GOD’S WORD

MARCH 6, 2022

SERIES 1: OUR HIDING PLACE

PRETEEN TRANSITION ( 5 MIN )

THE BUCKET LIST 

1. Describe the idea of a bucket list to the class.

2. Instruct students to create a bucket list that includes up to twenty items. 

3. Ask the following questions:
• What are the top ten items on your bucket list?

• If you only had days to live, what would you spend those days doing?

SERIES AIM 
God’s Word gives us 
direction for every area 
of our lives.

BIBLICAL PASSAGE 
Psalm 119:9–16, 97–112  

LESSON BIG IDEA 
I will hide God’s Word 
in my heart and daily 
live it out in my life.

TRUTH ABOUT GOD///

God’s Word teaches us how to 
live a life that is pleasing to Him.

///

9

Daily Devotional Check-In ///

Last week we talked about obeying God and following the commands of the Bible. You 
may be attacked and ridiculed for your beliefs, but if you remain strong in your faith and 
rely on God and His Word, even when it is difficult He will do miraculous things for you.

1.1
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///If I were to ask you, “What is your favorite part about going to school?” I am guessing your answer would most likely 
not be “taking tests.” The word test itself can cause stress. Some teachers have very creative names for tests. They 
call them things like “assessment” or “checkup” or something creative like “celebration of knowledge.” 

Tests are not fun, but tests are a part of life. When you graduate from high school one day, even if you choose not to 
go to college, you will never be free from tests. The tests you take as an adult may not be with pen and paper. They 
may be tests of your knowledge and skills in the workplace. They may be tests of your patience or endurance in a 
trial. They may be tests of your Christianity in situations where you are tempted. In whatever form they occur, you 
will continue to be tested.

Some people do incredibly well on tests, while others struggle. Most of the time (with a few exceptions), those who 
do incredibly well are those who have studied. They have taken the time to make good notes, review those notes, 
and memorize the facts they feel will most likely be turned into test questions. Those who do not do well on tests 
(with a few exceptions) are normally those who have not prepared. They went to class, but they did not make notes, 
did not review their homework, and did not read the assigned chapters in the textbook. 

Really, doing well on a test is pretty simple. If you know the information 
about which you are being tested, you will succeed. If you do not know it, 
you will not.

The most important tests you will face in life are tests of your faith. You will be tested on whether your life lines up 
with the Word of God. It is a test you must pass. Thankfully, it is an open book test. You are even encouraged to 
memorize portions of the Book for easy recall.

LESSON 1.1

WHERE DO WE BEGIN?///( 5 MIN )

TESTS ARE NOT FUN, BUT 
TESTS ARE A PART OF LIFE.
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ENGAGE/// ( 10 MIN )

OPTION 1
1. How does the world define what love is?
2. What does the Bible say love is?
3. How do you view or define love?
4. How does your view of love stack up to the view 

of the world and the view of Scripture?
5. Why is it important for us to define love early in 

our lives and in our walk with God?

OPTION 2
1. Together as a class, have communion.
2. Depending on your group’s size, use a loaf or 

multiple loaves of bread and paper cups or 
miscellaneous mugs and glasses.

3. Start by telling how you have seen the person to 
your left example Christ’s love. Then break off a 
piece of bread for yourself and hand the remainder 
of the loaf to the person to your left.

4. When you have gone full circle and all students 
have expressed seeing Christ’s love in their peers, 
read the portion of the communion narrative that is 
applicable.

5. When it is time to share in the blood of Christ, hand 
out cups. Go around the entire group and pray for 
each individual that Christ’s love would be seen in 
each one. Then fill students’ glasses from a large 
pitcher.

LIVING OUT GOD’S WORD

 God’s Word teaches us how to live a life that is pleasing to Him. I will hide God’s Word in my heart and daily live it out in my life.
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WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?///( 25 MIN )
 

A. Believers Need to Know God’s Word
1. Of all the textbooks in the world, the Bible is far and away the most important “textbook.” 

The Bible is not just important because it contains amazing stories and good advice; it is 
important because of its author. 

2. Over thirty people physically wrote the Bible. Some wrote one book; some wrote multiple 
books. Still, we can say the entire Bible was written by one author. Even though various 
people penned the words we read, and even though they used their own language and 
writing styles, they did not come up with the ideas themselves. Rather, God moved 
through them to inspire what they wrote in Scripture. 

3. The entire Bible—every book, chapter, verse, and word—was inspired by God. 

Read II Timothy 3:16. 
All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness.

4. Some believe that because Jesus established the church by dying on the cross, the 
information in the Old Testament does not apply to us today. They feel that because 
we are no longer under Old Testament law, none of it really matters. They think the Old 
Testament is good for stories, but not much else.

5. Yet all Scripture was inspired by God. The Old Testament was the foundation for the New 
Testament, and it is still for us today. It teaches us important principles about God and how 
we relate to Him. 

6. The New Testament is important as well, of course, because members of the early church 
wrote it. It contains the words of Jesus and the teachings of those who were closest to 
Him. It contains the gospel story, a history of the early church, and letters specifically 
written to help the church live in a way that pleases God. Just like the Old Testament is 
important for our spiritual foundation, the New Testament is important for our spiritual 
growth.  

7. The entire Bible works in harmony to teach us how to enter into relationship with Jesus 
and walk in relationship with Him. In fact, we could rightly say that the Bible, as a whole, is 
the story of God’s desire to live in covenant relationship with humanity. 

8. A book this important is not designed to just sit on the shelf every week between Sunday 
services. It is for so much more than just turning to a Scripture that has been mentioned to 
read along. It is the breath of God. It is designed to challenge us, inspire us, correct us, and 
grow us. It can only do that, though, if we give it access to our hearts.
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JR. HIGH BREAKOUT///

1. Choose two students for this activity: one will be blindfolded, and one will be the guide.

2. Without the blindfolded student hearing, tell the guide he or she will be leading the other student through a 
pretend obstacle course—there will be no real obstacles.

3. Have the guide lead and give directions to the blindfolded student.

4. After the guide has led the other student through the imaginary course, have the student remove the 
blindfold. 

5. Explain that with God directing us, it’s as if there are no real obstacles because God is greater than any 
obstacles in our lives.

1. Have you ever had to memorize something for school—maybe a poem, or lines in a 
play, or part of a speech or presentation you were assigned to give in front of the class? 
Maybe memorizing is easy for you; maybe it’s not. Some people have an easier time 
memorizing things than others.

2. Still, everyone can memorize. You probably can sing the “ABCs” without looking at a 
letter chart. You know “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star” or “Mary Had a Little Lamb” by 
heart. Even if you don’t know some of those children’s songs, you most likely know the 
words to modern worship songs by heart.

3. You haven’t just memorized songs; you also have memorized important facts. You know 
by heart:
a. your birthday,
b. your address,
c. your phone number,
d. when it’s lunchtime at school.

4. The most important thing we can memorize, however, is the Word of God.

Read Psalm 119:11, 16.
Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. . . . I will delight myself 
in thy statutes: I will not forget thy word.

5. Unless you are a senior Bible quizzer, you may feel like memorizing the Word of God is 
too difficult for you. It may feel too much like schoolwork. Yet there is so much more to 
hiding God’s Word in your heart than just memorizing Scriptures.

6. We learn so much when we read God’s Word and hide it in our hearts.
a. Basic Bible studies teach us principles of how to live for God—studying stories like 

David and Goliath.
b. We learn important instructions in the Bible, like the Ten Commandments or the fruit 

of the Spirit.
c. We can apply what we read in the Bible to situations we are facing.

7. Of course, memorizing Scripture is important as well. It doesn’t have to be boring, 
though. 
a. The best way to memorize Scripture is to read it and repeat it a few times until you 

can say the verse without looking. 
b. Even if you don’t get it right word-for-word, memorizing the gist of what it is saying 

will help you when you are facing a tough decision and you don’t have a Bible 
handy.

LESSON 1.1
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Daily Devotional  
Insight ///

The devotional focus 
this week has to do with 
pleasing God by obeying 
His Word. Our lives 
can take unexpected 
turns, but if we are true 
to God’s Word, He will 
protect us. 

LIVING OUT GOD’S WORD
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Read Psalm 119:11, 16. 
Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. . . . I will delight myself 
in thy statutes: I will not forget thy word.

1. We learn so much when we read God’s Word and hide it in our hearts.
a. Basic Bible studies teach us principles of how to live for God—studying stories like 

David and Goliath.
b. We learn important instructions in the Bible, like the Ten Commandments or the fruit 

of the Spirit.
c. We can apply what we read in the Bible to situations we are facing.

2. Memorizing Scripture is important. It doesn’t have to be boring, though. 
a. The best way to memorize Scripture is to read it and repeat it a few times until you 

can say the verse without looking. 
b. Even if you don’t get it right word-for-word, memorizing the gist of what it is saying 

will help when you are facing a tough decision and you don’t have a Bible handy.

3. The older you get, the more you will face situations, and even people, that are hurtful 
and confusing to your faith and your decision-making. The only way to know you are 
making the right decision is to be invested in relationship with God and His Word. 
a. Our connection to the supernatural overcomes the physical. 
b. Prayer has the power to transform our situation, even when we cannot see a positive 

solution. 
c. Knowing God’s Word will remind us that being in a difficult situation is an 

opportunity for us to put our faith on display and help us not to have a crisis of faith 
when things don’t work out the way we want. 

d. Knowing God’s Word is necessary because life is uncertain and can change in an 
instant. God’s Word is unchanging. It should be our rock and foundation.

SR. HIGH BREAKOUT///

1. Create an obstacle course using any objects to block movement. (Consider using chairs arranged in a maze 
so the obstacles aren’t small enough for someone to trip over.)

2. Pair up all your students. One pair at a time, give one student a blindfold and instruct the other student to 
direct the blindfolded student through the maze or obstacle course.

3. Time each pair for an added level of competition.

4. Explain that with God, there is no guesswork; His directions are perfect.

13

Daily Devotional  
Insight ///

The devotional focus 
this week has to do with 
pleasing God by obeying 
His Word. The goal of our 
life should be to please 
and obey God in every 
word and deed. If we 
are faithful in this way, 
He will bless our lives in 
unbelievable ways. 

LIVING OUT GOD’S WORD
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B. God’s Word Teaches Us How to Live
1. Do you know how to please your parents? Chances are, if you pay attention when they 

talk, you know exactly what it takes to please them.
a. If they constantly remind you to pick up after yourself, you know cleanliness pleases 

them.
b. If they regularly ask you about your schoolwork, you know getting good grades 

matters to them.
c. If you know they will ask what you learned in this class today, you know your 

spiritual development is important to them.

2. Similarly, we do not have to guess at what it takes to be pleasing to God. He made 
it very plain to us. The Bible contains all the instruction we need to know how to 
please God.

Read 119:97–105. 
O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day. Thou through thy commandments 
hast made me wiser than mine enemies: for they are ever with me. I have more 
understanding than all my teachers: for thy testimonies are my meditation. I understand 
more than the ancients, because I keep thy precepts. I have refrained my feet from every 
evil way, that I might keep thy word. I have not departed from thy judgments: for thou hast 
taught me. How sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
Through thy precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate every false way. Thy word is a 
lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.

3. When you were in elementary school, your teachers taught you the principles of 
addition and subtraction. They did not go over every addition or subtraction problem 
you would see for the rest of your life; instead, they gave you the information you 
needed to figure out the right answer to these types of math problems. They may never 
have covered 7+5 in class, but if they taught you how addition works, you can figure out 
the answer.

4. Well, the same could be said of the Bible. You will not find a direct answer for every 
situation you face in the twenty-first century in a book that stopped being written 
sometime in the second century. However, the Bible gives us wisdom and understanding. 
If we learn the principles of Scripture and consider how people in the Bible applied 
those principles in their lives, we can gain wisdom and understanding for how we can 
apply those principles in our lives.

5. For example, consider the story of Daniel in the lions’ den. 
a. Daniel was told not to pray to anyone but the king of Persia.
b. Daniel knew that Scripture says we are to pray to God alone.
c. Instead of praying to the king of Persia, Daniel prayed to God.
d. Daniel was thrown into a lions’ den for disobeying the king’s command.
e. God protected Daniel in the lions’ den, and he came out unharmed.
f. Though in North America we don’t have to worry about being thrown into a 

lions’ den for our faith, we will be tempted at times to abandon our faith or face 
persecution. Because of Daniel’s example, we can be confident that if we stay true 
to God, in spite of persecution, God will bless us for it.

6. Remember why David said he hid God’s Word in his heart? It was not so he could preach 
well or win a Bible trivia contest or even do well in a Bible quizzing competition (even 
though Bible quizzing is awesome). No, David hid God’s Word in his heart so he would 
not sin against God.

7. The Bible teaches us how to overcome sin. Sin is anything that falls short of God’s 
righteousness, so the Bible teaches us how to overcome sin in two ways:
a. It teaches us how to resist temptation.
b. It teaches us how to live righteously.

LESSON 1.1
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8. When studying the Bible, many make the mistake of looking to see whether an action is 
sinful according to the Bible. The problem is no book could include every possible sinful 
action. The heart of humanity can be very wicked, and humans invent new ways to sin 
every day.
a. Instead of going to the Bible and asking, “Is this sin?” we should go to the Bible and 

ask, “Does this measure up to God’s righteousness?”
b. God’s Word will not answer every specific question we have. The Bible will not 

directly address if speeding is a sin or what is proper cell phone etiquette because 
cars and phones did not even exist back then. Rather, as David said, we must use 
God’s Word as a lamp unto our feet. 

9. Notice it is a lamp unto our feet, not our hands or head. Why? Because our feet 
determine where we are going. We should use Scripture to help us determine where we 
walk. When you examine your lifestyle against Scripture, are you moving toward God or 
away from Him? He will show you if you seek out an answer.

10. The most important thing we can do with Scripture is live it out. We need to memorize 
Scripture and learn Bible stories, but if we do not apply those principles to how we are 
living, it will make little difference. Unfortunately, there are many people who know a great 
deal about the Bible, but its words are dead to them. They don’t live out what it says.
a. Even Satan knows the Bible because he tried to twist Scripture to tempt Jesus. 

What matters most is not our Bible knowledge; it is our application.
b. We need to commit to living out God’s Word.
c. If you have never studied the Bible before, a great way to start is simply getting 

a Bible reading plan, such as the B.R.E.A.D. program. There are also many Bible 
reading plans you can find online or on a Bible app.

d. If there is something you do not understand as you are reading, consider talking 
about it with a spiritual leader in your life.

e. As you are reading, ask yourself: What does this mean to me? How can I apply it to 
my life?

f. Pair your Bible reading time with prayer, and God’s Word will come to life for you in 
ways you could not even have imagined.

THE MOST IMPORTANT 
THING WE CAN DO WITH 

SCRIPTURE IS LIVE IT OUT. 
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///
SERIES 1: OUR HIDING PLACE///RELEASE/// ( 10 MIN )

OPTION 1

1. Ask students to share fears they had when they 
were younger. Share your fears as well.

2. Were those fears small? 

3. As you look back at those fears, were they 
irrational?

4. What was the source of the fear?

5. How did you overcome it?

6. Often fears form because we are facing 
something we haven’t faced before, and it is easy 
to be afraid we are not strong enough to make it 
through.

OPTION 2

1. Discuss purpose. 

2. How do you define ministry?

3. What does ministry that does not involve singing 
or preaching look like? How can you get involved 
in ministry right away?

4. What does it really mean to be a child of God?

5. What goes along with being a child of God? What 
is expected of you?

6. How does ministry go beyond the church?
• In everything you do, glorify God in your 

actions and your activities. 

• It is important to understand that purpose and 
ministry extend far beyond the walls of our 
church. Purpose and ministry are built on the 
Word of God and how clearly we hear the voice 
of God.

PRAYER///
Jesus, thank You for giving us Your Word so we can know how to 
live to please You. Help us to study Your Word, not just to learn 
facts and information, but to apply it to our lives. Guide us as we 
read the Bible so we can grow in relationship with You.

   God’s Word teaches us how to live a life that is pleasing to Him.

LESSON 1.1
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