
DAVID K. BERNARD

433891.qxd:430640.qxd  10/2/08  9:04 AM  Page 3    (Black plate)



Understanding God’s Word

by David K. Bernard

©2005, David Bernard
Hazelwood, MO 63042-2299

Cover Design by Simeon Young, Jr.

Unless otherwise indicated, all quotations of Scripture are from The Holy Bible,
New King James Version, copyright 1984 by Thomas Nelson, Inc.

All rights reserved. No portion of this publication may be reproduced, stored in
an electronic system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, elec tronic,
mechanical, photocopy, recording, or otherwise, without the prior per mission
of David K. Bernard. Brief quotations may be used in literary reviews.

Printed in United States of America

Printed by

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Bernard, David K., 1956–
Understanding God’s word  :  an apostolic approach to interpreting the

Bible  /  David K. Bernard.
p.  cm.

Includes bibliographical references  (p.         ) and index.
ISBN-13:  978-1-56722-662-1  (pbk.  :  alk. paper)
ISBN-10:  1-56722-662-0  (pbk.  :  alk. paper)

1.  Bible—Hermeneutics.  I. Title.
BS476.B46  2005
220.6'01—dc22

2005019973

433891.qxd:430640.qxd  10/2/08  9:04 AM  Page 4    (Black plate)



7

Contents

Preface. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

1. God’s Inspired Word . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

2. Principles of Interpretation I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31

3. Principles of Interpretation II . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53

4. Apostolic Interpretation I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73

5. Apostolic Interpretation II . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91

6. The Grammatical-Historical Method I . . . . . . . . 107

7. The Grammatical-Historical Method II . . . . . . . 135

8. Understanding the Gospels . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 161

9. Understanding Prophecy, Types, and Symbols. . 185

10. Applying God’s Word . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 213

Appendix: Tools for Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 239

Notes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 247

Select Bibliography . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 257

Index . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 275

433891.qxd:430640.qxd  10/2/08  9:04 AM  Page 7    (Black plate)



“The word of God is living and powerful” (Hebrews
4:12). The Bible is the living Word of God, and as such it
has power to transform our lives and impart new spiritual
life. It is able to make us “wise for salvation through faith
which is in Christ Jesus,” and it is “profitable for doc-
trine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in right-
eousness, that the man of God may be complete,
thoroughly equipped for every good work” (II Timothy
3:15-17).

For the Bible to make this impact upon us, we must
believe and obey its message. To do so, we must first
understand its message. The need for understanding thus
leads us to a discussion of hermeneutics, or the science
and art of interpretation.

Before discussing the interpretation of the Bible,
which is the subject of this book, we need to understand
the nature of the Bible itself. What we think about the
Bible will greatly affect how we interpret the Bible. In
this chapter, we will discuss the Bible’s unique identity
as the inspired, authoritative, and infallible Word of God.
(For a more thorough investigation of this subject with
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documentation, see God’s Infallible Word by David K.
Bernard.)

The Bible Is God’s Word

If we believe in God, we should also believe in the
Word of God. Since God was interested enough to create
us, and since He created us as rational beings, surely He
is interested enough to communicate with us and thereby
fulfill His purpose for creation. All intelligent beings seek
to communicate, and the supreme Intelligence is no
exception.

Since God is the Father of the human race, surely He
wishes to have a relationship with His children. Since He
loves us enough to impart life to us and sustain us, surely
He desires to communicate His love to us and help us.
From our belief in an intelligent, loving Creator, we
should expect to find the Word of God among us. We
would expect God to record His message in writing, the
historic medium best suited for precision, preservation,
and propagation.

How can we know what is God’s Word? We would
expect God’s Word to identify itself clearly and convinc-
ingly, to tell the truth about the human condition, to con-
tain content worthy of its Author, and to address our
deepest spiritual needs. When we examine the world’s
religious literature, it is evident that the Bible is the
unique written Word of God to humanity. The Bible bids
us to investigate and prove the truth for ourselves. “Test
all things; hold fast what is good” (I Thessalonians 5:21).
It also admonishes us to be prepared to explain the basis
of our faith to others (I Peter 3:15).

Understanding God’s Word
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The Bible asserts its unique status as the Word of
God, and it speaks with self-vindicating authority. The
prophets and apostles who wrote the Bible testified that
the Spirit of God moved upon them as they wrote. Jesus
Christ endorsed the Old Testament as Scripture, and He
commissioned the writers of the New Testament to pro-
claim His message. Thus, if we accept Jesus Christ as
Lord, we will accept the authority of the Bible.

We can establish that the Bible is God’s Word by care-
fully examining its claims, character, historical and scien-
tific verification, and impact upon human society. The
fulfilled prophecies of the Scriptures are an amazing tes-
timony to its supernatural origin. Finally, we can demon-
strate the truth of the Bible by applying it to our lives,
receiving its promises, and experiencing its dynamic
power personally.

The cumulative effect of these points is to establish
overwhelmingly, beyond reasonable doubt, that the Bible
is God’s Word. God has challenged us to prove His Word;
when we do we will find it to be true in every way. The
Bible then becomes the standard of truth by which we
measure all things.

The Inspiration of the Bible

In the final analysis, the author of the Bible is God
Himself. “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God” 
(II Timothy 3:16). In this verse, “inspiration of God” is
translated from the Greek word theopneustos, which lit-
erally means “God-breathed.” The picture is one of God
breathing out words from His mouth (Matthew 4:4), cre-
ating Scripture similar to the way He created the universe

God’s Inspired Word

15

433891.qxd:430640.qxd  10/2/08  9:04 AM  Page 15    (Black plate)




