name of Jesus, but gradually the name of the triune have been single—not triple, as was the later creed.”
God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.”
Encyclopaedia Britannica, 11th ed. (1910), II,

James Hastings, Dictionary of the Bible (1898), I, 365: “The trinitarian formula and trine immersion were
241: “[One explanation is that] the original form of not uniformly used from the beginning. . . . Bapti[sm]
words was ‘into the name of Jesus Christ; or ‘the Lord into the name of the Lord [was] the normal formula of
Jesus’ Baptism into the name of the trinity was a later the New Testament. In the 3rd century baptism in the
development.” name of Christ was still so widespread that Pope

Stephen, in opposition to Cyprian of Carthage, declared

Williston Walker, A History of the Christian it to be valid.”

Church (1947), page 58: “The trinitarian baptismal
formula . . . was displacing the older baptism in the hristians today should use the biblical baptismal
name of Christ.” formula as found in the New Testament. Every-

one should be bapu'zed by immersion in

t
The New Schaff-Herzog Emncyclopedi elis f Jesus Christ f e issign of
gious Knowledge (1957), 1, 435: “The New r i w n
knows only baptism in the name of Jesus . .|, whi
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still occurs even in the second and third centuries.”

Maurice Canney’s Encyclopedia of Religions
(1970), page 53: “Persons were baptized at first ‘in the
name of Jesus Christ’ . . . or ‘in the name of the Lord
Jesus.” . . . Afterwards, with the development of the
doctrine of the trinity, they were baptized ‘in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.””

Encyclopaedia Biblica (1899), 1, 473: “It is natural © 2008 Word Aflame Press
to conclude that baptism was administered in the earli- 8855 Dunn Road T e, e om
est times ‘in the name of Jesus Christ,” or in that ‘of the Hazelwood, MO 63042-2299
Lord Jesus.” This view is confirmed by the fact that the www.pentecostalpublishing.com | || ‘ | | |
earliest forms of the baptismal confession appear to Tract #8981 9ll78156711220773




Testament church invoked the name of Jesus at

water baptism. Its baptismal formula was “in the
name of Jesus Christ” or “Lord Jesus,” not “in the name
of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.”

ﬂ ccording to both the Bible and history, the New

Every time the Bible records the name or formula
associated with an actual baptism in the New Testament
church, it describes the name Jesus. All five such ac-
counts occur in the Book of Acts, the history book of
the early church. It records that the following people
were baptized in Jesus’ name.

e
egadistinct person
The Jews. “Then Peter said unto them, R ] ﬂ r ?swj Ue,’ as a
be baptized every one of you in the namdgof Je riptiofiof 1Igel His c8

Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the
gift of the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:38).

The Samaritans. “They were baptized in the name
of the Lord Jesus” (Acts 8:16).

The Gentiles. “And he commanded them to be
baptized in the name of the Lord” (Acts 10:48). (The
earliest Greek manuscripts that we have say, “In the
name of Jesus Christ,” as do most versions today.)

The disciples of John (rebaptized). “They were
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus” (Acts 19:5).

The Apostle Paul. “Arise, and be baptized, and wash
away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord” (Acts
22:16).

Moreover, the Epistles contain a number of refer-
ences or allusions to baptism in Jesus’ name. See
Romans 6:3-4; 1 Corinthians 1:13; 6:11; Galatians
3:27; Colossians 2:12; James 2:7.

The only verse of Scripture that anyone could appeal
to in support of a threefold baptismal formula is
Matthew 28:19, in which Jesus commanded baptism “in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost.” The word name in this verse is singular, how-
ever, indicating that the phrase describes one supreme

by which the one iod is revealed, not three

mand by baptizing in the name of Jesus. There is only
one God (Deuteronomy 6:4), and He has one supreme
name today (Zechariah 14:9). Jesus is the incarnation
by which the Father is revealed to us (John 5:43; 10:30;
14:9-11), and Jesus is the name in which the Holy
Spirit comes (John 14:16-18, 26).

Luke 24:47 is a parallel verse to Matthew 28:19, and
it describes Jesus as saying that repentance and remis-
sion of sins—and baptism is for the remission of sins
(Acts 2:38)—would be preached “in his name.” Jesus is
the only saving name, the name in which we receive
remission of sins, the highest name made known to us,
and the name in which we are to say and do all things
(Acts 4:12; 10:43; Philippians 2:-9-11; Colossians 3:17).

Jn

Thus the one supreme, saving name of Matthew
28:19 is Jesus. We are to fulfill the command of that
verse as the early church did, by invoking the name of
Jesus at baptism.

Respected historical sources verify that the early
Christian church did not use a threefold baptismal for-
mula but invoked the name of Jesus in baptism well into
the second and third centuries.

ncyclopedia of Religion and Ethics (1951), 11,

89 “The formula used was ‘in the name of the

eflls Christ’ or some synonymous phrase; there

igno ®Wldence for the use of the trine name. . . . The
earligl form, represented in the Acts, was simple im-
mersion . . . in water, the used of the name of the Lord,
and the laying on of hands. To these were added, at var-

ious times and places which cannot be safely identified,
(a) the trine name (Justin). . . .”

Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible (1962), 1,
351: “The evidence . . . suggests that baptism in early
Christianity was administered, not in the threefold
names, but ‘in the name of Jesus Christ’ or ‘in the name
of the Lord Jesus.”

Otto Heick, A History of Christian Thought
(1965), 1, 53: “At first baptism was administered in the





