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HOW TO USE THIS DAILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE

GETTING STARTED
The first page of each week’s material 
will help you to become familiar with 
the Truth about God, Truth for My Life, 
Focus Verse, and Lesson Text to be used 
in your Sunday school class or small 
group setting.

SMALL GROUP 
TEACHING OUTLINE 
The second page provides a Small 
Group (SG) Teaching Outlines so 
you can follow along with the main 
points of the lesson if you choose to 
bring your Daily Devotional Guide to 
church. The outline also includes the 
lesson’s discussion questions so you 
can be prepared for discussion if you 
meet in small groups. 

8

TRUTH ABOUT GOD
The Holy Spirit gives 
us new life and hope 
for eternal life.

TRUTH FOR MY LIFE
I will receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit.

THE NECESSITY  
OF THE SPIRIT

SERIES 1: THE WORK OF THE SPIRITDECEMBER 4, 2022

1.1

FOCUS VERSE: John 3:5 
Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except 
a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God.

LESSON TEXT: John 3:1–8; Acts 19:1–6

LESSON

Lesson Title: The Necessity of the Spirit

9

Prayer Focus
Lead the group in prayer and consider the following topics of focus:
• For the Holy Ghost to be poured out on those who desire to be filled
• For God to use us to share this good news with someone this week

Icebreaker: If you had to make major income adjustments, what is the first 
budget item you would cut?

I. JESUS STRESSED THE NECESSITY OF RECEIVING THE SPIRIT
 » Why do you believe Jesus chose the image of new birth to 
describe what happens when we are saved?

A. Receiving the Spirit Requires Faith and Involves a Sign
 » Do you remember the first time you heard someone speak in 
other tongues? What did you think? How did it make you feel 
compared to when you experienced Him for yourself?

B. I Must Receive the Spirit to Be Born Again

II. PAUL STRESSED THE NECESSITY OF RECEIVING THE HOLY SPIRIT

A. True Faith Should Be Followed by the Baptism of the Spirit
 » Do you believe it is difficult or easy for the average person to 
believe God for the gift of the Holy Ghost? How can we help 
someone who has unbelief?

B. I Must Tell Others about the Necessity of Receiving the Holy Spirit
 » Can you think of someone with whom you would like to share 
your testimony of being filled with the Holy Spirit? Purpose to 
connect with that person this week.

III. YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN

A. Essential for Salvation, Sanctification, Ministry, and Resurrection
 » Describe how the hope of the resurrection has comforted you 
during a time of loss.

B. I Will Receive the Gift of the Holy Ghost

1.1 
TEACHING OUTLINE

SERIES 1: THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT
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HOW TO USE THIS DAILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE

BIBLICAL OVERVIEW 
The third page of each lesson will 
give you a “high level” Biblical 
Overview of the Lesson Text. The 
content will explore the text, its 
background, and any other pertinent 
information to help you better 
understand the setting, purpose, and 
message of the text.

DAILY DEVOTION 
The remaining pages will guide 
you through your week of personal 
devotion and study. You are 
encouraged to complete the Bible 
Reading plan for each day and 
explore a portion of the text with 
the help of a section of Biblical 
Insight on that part of the text. 
Next is a Daily Devotion to read 
and a prompt to reflect and pray 
about the principles presented.

10

BIBLICAL OVERVIEW

FALL LESSON 1.1

JESUS’ RESPONSE IN JOHN 3:3 ANSWERED 
A QUESTION NICODEMUS DID NOT ASK.

10

When Nicodemus came to Jesus by night, he began with no questions, only a 
statement of recognition that Jesus was a teacher who did divine miracles. Jesus 
could have politely thanked Nicodemus or began a dialogue about miracles, 
but instead He began to teach on salvation and the new birth experience. 
Essentially, Jesus’ response in John 3:3 answered a question Nicodemus did 
not ask. However, Jesus knew this topic was more important than any other 
topic they could have discussed.

Nicodemus’s coming to Jesus by night indicated secrecy and possibly shame, 
but ironically this approach allowed Jesus a platform to be even more candid 
than usual. Jesus challenged Nicodemus’s presuppositions and even questioned 
his status as a Pharisee and his level of knowledge, a charge that would have 
undoubtedly caused an uproar in a public setting. Nicodemus’s statement of 
“we know” (John 3:2) was reversed by Jesus’ challenge, “thou… knowest not 
these things?” (John 3:10). Nicodemus’s level of knowledge as a Pharisee paled 
in comparison to Jesus’ level of knowledge. Moreover, Nicodemus’s focus on 
secondary things paled in comparison to Jesus’ level of focus on more primary 
things. Nicodemus had an opportunity to increase in revelation but failed due to 
his presuppositions and inability to understand Jesus’ teachings. Furthermore, 
while Nicodemus could recognize Jesus’ status as a teacher and miracle worker, 
the biggest irony of this passage is Nicodemus’s failure to understand Jesus’ 
teaching that the supreme miracle He offered was the new birth experience.

Jesus’ emphasis on water and Spirit baptism in John 3 foreshadowed the 
initial outpouring of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2:1–4 and the subsequent revival 
of many souls baptized and filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38–41). Many 
other instances throughout Acts show the fulfillment of Jesus’ words in John 
3. Acts 19:1–6 provides probably the clearest and most succinct example. 
Disciples who were baptized unto repentance by John the Baptist had not 
been rebaptized for the remission of their sins as prescribed in Acts 2:38. They 
had also not received the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in other 
tongues. The strong emphasis Jesus placed on rebirth by water and Spirit was 
understood by the next generation of Christ followers who placed the same 
level of importance on these experiences and would not allow anyone to have 
anything less than the fullness of what Christ offered.

Lesson Text: John 3:1–8; Acts 19:1–6

11

THE NECESSITY OF THE SPIRIT

DAY 1 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

John 3:1–2
1 There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: 
2  the same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou 

art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, 
except God be with him.

Biblical Insight
Nicodemus was a Pharisee of the Sanhedrin, the chief ruling body among the Jews. 
Many researchers believe Nicodemus came to Jesus out of his own curiosity and 
came at night so that his fellow Pharisees would not find out. However, beginning 
his dialogue with “we know” possibly indicates that he came as a representative 
of the Sanhedrin who came at night so that the Pharisees could investigate Jesus 
while publicly maintaining their antagonism of Him. Either way, the fact that one or 
more Pharisees believed the validity of Jesus’ work would have been a threat to the 
Pharisees’ control over the people.

Daily Devotion
Aldous Huxley (1894–1963) was an English author and philosopher. Though he wrote 
approximately fifty books, his most famous work is the dystopian novel, Brave New 
World. Throughout his life, Huxley was an outspoken agnostic and a sardonic skeptic 
of God. Yet for all his skepticism, he wrote extensively about God, worship, and 
Christianity. Like the Pharisees, Huxley investigated Christ. Unfortunately, for all his 
investigating, Huxley wrote in his book Ends and Means, “For myself, as no doubt for 
most of my friends, the philosophy of meaninglessness was essentially an instrument 
of liberation from a certain system of morality.”

Huxley went on to reveal that he did not reject Christianity because of logic or 
reasoning, but because Jesus was inconvenient to his lifestyle.  To believe in and follow 
Jesus requires living by a higher moral standard.  Like Nicodemus, the Pharisees, and 
Aldous Huxley, when we encounter Jesus, we must make a choice. Do we pursue a 
meaningless life because we see Jesus’ teachings as too inconvenient, or embrace 
abundant life by following Jesus’ teachings?
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God’s Word for Families is a wholly Apostolic discipleship tool 
designed to help your entire family grow in relationship to God 
and each other. By exploring a biblical passage from Sunday to 
Saturday, daily ten-minute activities use a variety of learning 
styles to engage family members to hear God’s voice. Tap in to 
God’s plan for your family by committing to daily discipleship 
with God’s Word for Families.

Weekly Overview:
• Sunday — Introduction to the 

Bible Passage

• Monday — “Why?”

• Tuesday — Analytic Learning

• Wednesday — Worship

• Thursday — Real-life Application

• Friday — Discussion

• Saturday — Family Project

GOD’S WORD FOR FAMILIES

12

Family Project
It’s time to get creative! Using art supplies from around the 
house, challenge each member of the family to draw or build 
an art piece showing what it feels like to be forgiven. Perhaps 
the artwork could recognize a time someone sinned and then 
repented of it. The art should represent the way we feel when 
God forgives us. When all of the pieces are complete, put them 
on display and discuss them as a family. 

Saturday

The Big Picture: DiscipleshipIt can be difficult for parents to consistently reprimand and 
correct a child for doing wrong. Often, we wait until we are 
angry to enforce rules. For long-term effectiveness, however, it 
is important to make our children aware of why a rule exists. Set 
clear boundaries and discuss the outcomes that might occur 
if the rule is broken. Lay out the consequences ahead of time, 
and then when the rule is broken, follow through. Doing so will 
result in a healthier relationship than when a parent is always 
disciplining out of anger and frustration. Build a habit of expressing that God corrects sin because He 
loves us. If we are willing to recognize and repent of our sins, He 
will forgive us.

12

1
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VOTIONAL ACTIVITIE

S

365
DEVOTIONAL 
ACTIVITIES 
TO ENGAGE 
KIDS IN DAILY 
DISCIPLESHIP

“Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he 

is old, he will not depart from it.”

—Proverbs 22:6

God’s Word for Families is a wholly Apostolic 

discipleship tool designed to help your entire family 

grow in relationship to God and each other. By exploring 

a biblical passage from Sunday to Saturday, daily ten-

minute activities use a variety of teaching styles to 

engage family members to hear God’s voice. Tap in 

to God’s plan for your family by committing to daily 

discipleship with God’s Word for Families.

Weekly Overview 

Sunday – Introduction to the Bible Passage

Monday – “Why?”

Tuesday – Analytic Learning

Wednesday – Worship

Thursday – Real-life Application

Friday – Discussion

Saturday – Family Project

Vol. 2

Vol. 2

SCAN TO 
PURCHASE
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YOUTH DAILY DEVOTIONAL
God’s Word for Life equips every age level 
of the church to study Scripture daily. This 
resource for youth (ages 12–18) provides a 
daily Bible passage connected to the week’s 
lesson and a corresponding devotion. Each 
day ends with a final challenge to apply the 
message of God’s Word with both junior 
high and senior high options.

PODCAST
The God’s Word for Life Podcast 
presents portions of Scripture with 
fresh insight and urges adults to think 
deeply about how the Bible impacts 
their lives. Each week episodes will 
encourage listeners to engage with 
God’s Word through reflection and 
prayer, further develop their personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ, and live 
out God’s Word in their lives. 

A WEEKLY PODCAST

CONNECT ON SOCIAL MEDIA
@GWFLife@GodsWordforLife @GodsWordforLife

pentecostalpublishing.com

DA I LY  D E VOT I O N A L
YOUTH

 JR. HIGH/SR. HIGH
FALL 2022

FOR LIFE
9 780757 758683

Daily Devotional Cover.indd   1Daily Devotional Cover.indd   1 3/24/22   12:48 PM3/24/22   12:48 PM

Adult DDG Wnt 22.indd   5Adult DDG Wnt 22.indd   5 5/24/22   3:28 PM5/24/22   3:28 PM



6

WINTER OVERVIEW

Search “Pentecostal Publishing House”

SERIES 1:  THE WORK  
OF THE SPIRIT

This series, “The Work of the Spirit,” will highlight the 
role of the Holy Spirit in our lives. These lessons will 
explore the necessity of the Spirit, what it means to be 
led by the Spirit and empowered by the Spirit, and how 
we can receive victory through the Spirit. Though we as 
Apostolics recognize the importance of being filled with 
the Holy Ghost, this series will challenge each of us to 
daily surrender to the work of the Spirit in our lives.

SERIES 2:  VICTORY  
THROUGH FAITH

This series, “Victory through Faith,” follows the Israelites 
as they learn to believe God’s promises and ultimately 
conquer the Promised Land. These lessons focus on 
the report of the twelve spies, the crossing of Jordan, 
the battle of Jericho, and Joshua’s final address to 
the Israelites. God declared special promises to Israel 
through Moses and Joshua and has made unfailing 
promises to each of us through His Word. This series will 
help us step into promised victory through exercising 
our faith.

SERIES 3:  PUTTING  
OTHERS FIRST

This series, “Putting Others First,” will take a look at 
Jesus’ love for the oft overlooked. Jesus welcomed 
children the world rejected, and He healed a blind man 
the world ignored. He even ministered to a rich young 
ruler who had everything but the gospel. While others 
esteemed riches and authority, Jesus valued service and 
ministry to one another. Everyone, those with little or 
much, is welcome in the kingdom of God. 
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WINTER OVERVIEW

Search “Pentecostal Publishing House”

APOSTOLIC BOOKS ON AUDIBLE
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Lesson Title:

TRUTH ABOUT GOD
The Holy Spirit gives 
us new life and hope 
for eternal life.

TRUTH FOR MY LIFE
I will receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit.

THE NECESSITY  
OF THE SPIRIT

SERIES 1: THE WORK OF THE SPIRITDECEMBER 4, 2022

1.1

FOCUS VERSE: John 3:5 
Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except 
a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God.

LESSON TEXT: John 3:1–8; Acts 19:1–6

Adult DDG Wnt 22.indd   8Adult DDG Wnt 22.indd   8 5/24/22   3:28 PM5/24/22   3:28 PM



LESSON

Lesson Title: The Necessity of the Spirit
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Prayer Focus
• Pray for the Holy Ghost to be poured out on those who desire to be filled
• Pray for God to use you to share this good news with someone this week

Icebreaker: If you had to make major income adjustments, what is the first 
budget item you would cut?

I. JESUS STRESSED THE NECESSITY OF RECEIVING THE SPIRIT
 » Why do you believe Jesus chose the image of new birth to 
describe what happens when we are saved?

A. Receiving the Spirit Requires Faith and Involves a Sign
 » Do you remember the first time you heard someone speak in 
other tongues? What did you think? How did it make you feel 
compared to when you experienced Him for yourself?

B. I Must Receive the Spirit to Be Born Again

II. PAUL STRESSED THE NECESSITY OF RECEIVING THE HOLY SPIRIT

A. True Faith Should Be Followed by the Baptism of the Spirit
 » Do you believe it is difficult or easy for the average person to 
believe God for the gift of the Holy Ghost? How can we help 
someone who has unbelief?

B. I Must Tell Others about the Necessity of Receiving the Holy Spirit
 » Can you think of someone with whom you would like to share 
your testimony of being filled with the Holy Spirit? Purpose to 
connect with that person this week.

III. YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN

A. Essential for Salvation, Sanctification, Ministry, and Resurrection
 » Describe how the hope of the resurrection has comforted you 
during a time of loss.

B. I Will Receive the Gift of the Holy Ghost

1.1 
TEACHING OUTLINE

SERIES 1: THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT
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BIBLICAL OVERVIEW

WINTER LESSON 1.1

JESUS’ RESPONSE IN JOHN 3:3 ANSWERED 
A QUESTION NICODEMUS DID NOT ASK.

10

When Nicodemus came to Jesus by night, he began with no questions, only a 
statement of recognition that Jesus was a teacher who did divine miracles. Jesus 
could have politely thanked Nicodemus or began a dialogue about miracles, 
but instead He began to teach on salvation and the new birth experience. 
Essentially, Jesus’ response in John 3:3 answered a question Nicodemus did 
not ask. However, Jesus knew this topic was more important than any other 
topic they could have discussed.

Nicodemus’s coming to Jesus by night indicated secrecy and possibly shame, 
but ironically this approach allowed Jesus a platform to be even more candid 
than usual. Jesus challenged Nicodemus’s presuppositions and even questioned 
his status as a Pharisee and his level of knowledge, a charge that would have 
undoubtedly caused an uproar in a public setting. Nicodemus’s statement of 
“we know” (John 3:2) was reversed by Jesus’ challenge, “thou. . . knowest not 
these things?” (John 3:10). Nicodemus’s level of knowledge as a Pharisee paled 
in comparison to Jesus’ level of knowledge. Moreover, Nicodemus’s focus on 
secondary things paled in comparison to Jesus’ level of focus on more primary 
things. Nicodemus had an opportunity to increase in revelation but failed due to 
his presuppositions and inability to understand Jesus’ teachings. Furthermore, 
while Nicodemus could recognize Jesus’ status as a teacher and miracle worker, 
the biggest irony of this passage is Nicodemus’s failure to understand Jesus’ 
teaching that the supreme miracle He offered was the new birth experience.

Jesus’ emphasis on water and Spirit baptism in John 3 foreshadowed the 
initial outpouring of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2:1–4 and the subsequent revival 
of many souls baptized and filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38–41). Many 
other instances throughout Acts show the fulfillment of Jesus’ words in John 
3. Acts 19:1–6 provides probably the clearest and most succinct example. 
Disciples who were baptized unto repentance by John the Baptist had not 
been rebaptized for the remission of their sins as prescribed in Acts 2:38. They 
had also not received the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in other 
tongues. The strong emphasis Jesus placed on rebirth by water and Spirit was 
understood by the next generation of Christ followers who placed the same 
level of importance on these experiences and would not allow anyone to have 
anything less than the fullness of what Christ offered.

Lesson Text: John 3:1–8; Acts 19:1–6
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THE NECESSITY OF THE SPIRIT

DAY 1 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

John 3:1–2
1 There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: 
2  the same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou 

art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, 
except God be with him.

Biblical Insight
Nicodemus was a Pharisee of the Sanhedrin, the chief ruling body among the Jews. 
Many researchers believe Nicodemus came to Jesus out of his own curiosity and 
came at night so that his fellow Pharisees would not find out. However, beginning 
his dialogue with “we know” possibly indicates that he came as a representative 
of the Sanhedrin who came at night so that the Pharisees could investigate Jesus 
while publicly maintaining their antagonism of Him. Either way, the fact that one or 
more Pharisees believed the validity of Jesus’ work would have been a threat to the 
Pharisees’ control over the people.

Daily Devotion
Aldous Huxley (1894–1963) was an English author and philosopher. Though he wrote 
approximately fifty books, his most famous work is the dystopian novel, Brave New 
World. Throughout his life, Huxley was an outspoken agnostic and a sardonic skeptic 
of God. Yet for all his skepticism, he wrote extensively about God, worship, and 
Christianity. Like the Pharisees, Huxley investigated Christ. Unfortunately, for all his 
investigating, Huxley wrote in his book Ends and Means, “For myself, as no doubt for 
most of my friends, the philosophy of meaninglessness was essentially an instrument 
of liberation from a certain system of morality.”

Huxley went on to reveal that he did not reject Christianity because of logic or 
reasoning, but because Jesus was inconvenient to his lifestyle. To believe in and follow 
Jesus requires living by a higher moral standard. Like Nicodemus, the Pharisees, and 
Aldous Huxley, when we encounter Jesus, we must make a choice. Do we pursue a 
meaningless life because we see Jesus’ teachings as too inconvenient, or embrace 
abundant life by following Jesus’ teachings?

Adult DDG Wnt 22.indd   11Adult DDG Wnt 22.indd   11 5/24/22   3:28 PM5/24/22   3:28 PM
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DAY 2 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

WINTER LESSON 1.1

John 3:3–4
3  Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be 

born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 
4  Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter 

the second time into his mother’s womb, and be born?

Biblical Insight
The Greek word translated “again” (anōthen) can also be translated “from above.” 
The double meaning was intentional, but Nicodemus clearly did not understand the 
implications of Jesus’ deliberately chosen verbiage. The phrase “born again” also 
reminds the reader of John 1:12–13, where those who received God and became His 
children “were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man 
but of God.” The prologue foreshadows Jesus’ statement in John 3:4, reminding the 
reader that this second birth is not physical or controlled by humankind, but spiritual 
and only poured out by God. 

Daily Devotion
In An Anthropologist on Mars, neurologist Oliver Sacks recounts a story about Virgil, 
a fifty-year old man who had been virtually blind since he was ten years old. One day 
at a routine ophthalmologist visit, Dr. Scott Hamlin offered Virgil hope. There was a 
possibility that Virgil did not suffer from a hereditary condition, but only cataract 
surgery could confirm this hypothesis. With nothing to lose, Virgil agreed to the 
operation.

After the operation, when the bandages were removed, Virgil could see for the first 
time in years, but with the healing, he faced new obstacles. Shapes, colors, lights, 
faces, and everything was new. As Sacks writes, “One must die as a blind person to 
be born again as a seeing person.” Spiritually, the process of being born again heals 
us of spiritual blindness and results in walking in newness of life (Romans 6:4). With 
spiritual vision, we will begin to see the world and the Word of God differently.

If you have been born again, what are some things you once could not understand 
about Scripture that you now understand? 
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DAY 3 

13

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

THE NECESSITY OF THE SPIRIT

John 3:5–6
5  Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and 

of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 
6  That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

Biblical Insight
Some have incorrectly argued that “of water” refers to amniotic fluid, thus signifying 
physical birth. However, context demonstrates this interpretation cannot be true; 
Jesus was responding to Nicodemus’s question about physical birth to demonstrate 
the errancy of his question. Furthermore, John 1:13 indicates that Jesus could not 
have been talking about physical birth. Finally, simple logic dictates that Jesus was 
not talking merely about physical birth; obviously those who have never been born 
of woman could not be saved, for they do not exist. From these contexts as well as 
the overwhelming examples found in Acts, Jesus was obviously referring to water 
baptism and Holy Spirit baptism. 

Daily Devotion
From the clothes we wear to the rugs we walk on, fabric is integral to how we live 
and how we express ourselves. One form of self-expression is the color of fabric we 
choose. Fabric fresh off the loom is full of debris, causing it to be the color greige, a 
color between beige and gray.

Before the impure greige fabric can be transformed into a useful textile, it must be 
cleaned and dyed. The process of cleaning parallels repentance. Repentance is the 
process of acknowledging impurities in our life and asking God to forgive us. His 
forgiveness removes the impurities, making us “as white as snow” (Isaiah 1:18). 

Once the fabric is purified, the fabric is then fully immersed in a dye. In ancient Greece, 
the process of dying fabric was called baptizo. When fabric is baptized in dye, the 
color seeps into the fibers making it a new color. Similarly, when we are baptized in 
both the water and the Holy Spirit, we become new. Take a moment right now to 
thank God for making your life new.
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DAY 4 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

WINTER LESSON 1.1

John 3:7–8
7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 
8  The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst 

not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of 
the Spirit.

Biblical Insight
Jesus again used a double entendre with the words translated “wind” and “Spirit,” 
which are both the same Greek word pneuma. In Old Testament theology, the 
significance and verbiage of wind-Spirit (Hebrew word: ruach) as a life-giving force 
was well established, appearing as early as the creative ruach hovering over the void 
in Genesis 1:2. Ezekiel alone references ruach more than fifty times; Ezekiel’s God-
given vision came to him in a “whirlwind” (Ezekiel 1:4), and in the vision of the Valley 
of Dry Bones, ruach is used to refer to God’s Spirit, breath, and wind interchangeably 
throughout the chapter (Ezekiel 37). The overwhelming Old Testament presence of 
ruach makes Nicodemus’s confusion of Jesus’ language even more astonishing. 

Daily Devotion
Before the invention of the sail, boats were pushed along rivers by long poles or 
rowed with oars that relied on human strength. Without wind, human strength was 
the only way for the boat to move. Around 4,000 bc, the Egyptians discovered that 
wind could do more work than oars. As a result, they invented the first sailboat by 
creating a simple rigging system that suspended a piece of cloth, a sail, in the air. The 
sail allowed the wind and human strength to work together to reduce the labor.

Without the Holy Ghost, we are like the ancient boats that had no sail. We rely on our 
human strength to fulfill what God desires. In doing so, we expend a lot of energy 
and cannot get very far. But when we are full of the Holy Ghost, we are like sailboats. 
When we work with the Holy Ghost, we can go further and become more of who 
God wants us to be because the Holy Ghost empowers us. Write out a prayer request 
asking God to help you with a need you are facing.
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THE NECESSITY OF THE SPIRIT

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

Acts 19:1–6
1  And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed 
through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, 

2  he said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they 
said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. 

3  And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto 
John’s baptism. 

4  Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto 
the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, 
on Christ Jesus. 

5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
6  And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and 

they spake with tongues, and prophesied.

Biblical Insight
The fulfillment of Jesus’ dialogue with Nicodemus is exemplified succinctly in Acts 
19:1–6. First, water baptism is demonstrated as having utmost importance, so much 
so that even the exact way John’s disciples were baptized was challenged. If baptism 
were less important, maybe the exact mode would be left up to personal preference. 
Second, Holy Spirit baptism is seen as a distinct and necessary experience in addition 
to water baptism. Moreover, their connection here demonstrates that the efficacy 
of one influences the other. You cannot be properly Holy Spirit filled without being 
properly baptized, and vice versa. Both events must be approached with seriousness 
and intentionality. 

Daily Devotion
For many, stumps are overlooked. You may only look at a stump if it is in your path. 
Dead things do not draw awareness like living things. In the rain forests of New Zealand, 
two ecologists were hiking amid the magnificent kauri trees and came upon a stump. 

“A normal person would just think it’s dead. It looks dead to a point, but if you look 
a bit closer, you can see living tissue,” said ecologist Sebastian Leuzinger (The New 
York Times, “Tree Stumps are Dead, Right? This One Was Alive”). While examining 
other nearby stumps, the ecologists discovered that the difference between the dead 
stumps and the living stumps was whether the roots had consistent access to fresh 
water. Where there is water, there is life.

It is the same spiritually. Jesus refers to the baptism of the Holy Ghost as living water 
(John 7:37–39). When you experience baptism in water and baptism of the Holy Ghost, 
you receive new life and rivers of living water. Why remain dead when you can have life? 

If you have not been baptized in Jesus’ name and received the Holy Spirit, who could 
you talk to today about that experience? If you have already had these experiences, 
who can you share your testimony with today?
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