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BLUEPRINT
LESSON BIG IDEA

Because God offers redemption to all people from every nation, we should exemplify Christ’s 
love without boundaries.

LEARNING TARGET
To understand that just as Jesus loves us without limits, we should love others in the same way.

KEY SCRIPTURE PASSAGE 
Revelation 5:9  

SUPPLIES
printout of Jesus’ Prayer from John 17

FOUNDATION
U r was the busy, thriving, commercial center of the country of Mesopotamia. It was located on the Persian Gulf and 

was bordered by the Euphrates River. Covering about four square miles, Ur was densely populated with nearly 

three hundred thousand people at the time of Abram. They were a polytheistic people and were devout worshipers of 

nature gods, primarily the moon god, Nanna. At the center of the city was a large temple, called a ziggurat, where the 

people worshiped Nanna. 

And it was over four thousand years ago, while living in this polytheistic, advanced society, Abram heard a call from the 

one true God to leave his homeland and search for a land God would show him. Predictably, the religious influence of the 

culture had also penetrated his family. They too—Abram and his wife Sarai—worshiped idols. It was in the midst of this 

idolatrous and affluent environment that God suddenly appeared to Abram and commanded him to break his family ties, 

leave the city of Ur, and head off for a place he’d never been before. 

Abram didn’t know where he was going. He had never been to Canaan. He didn’t have a GPS—let alone a map. He faced 

many difficulties we will never see in our lives, yet our struggles and challenges in following God do have some similari-

ties. No man in his right mind would leave his country, his relatives, and his immediate family to head off for an unknown 

destination without being utterly convinced it was the right thing to do. 

God said, “Leave your country, your people, and your father’s household and go to the land I will show you.” (See Genesis 

12:1.) What a shock this must have been to Abram. 

Before he could reflect too much on this unusual experience, God gave him more information— promises that must 

have boggled his mind. God promised him land, a large family, and most important, a blessing that would extend to all 

people and all nations for all of time (Genesis 12:1–3). 

All Nation’s Sunday 
Boundless Love

All Nation’s Sunday
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LESSON BIG IDEA: Love without Boundaries

Opening Discussion   
• What do you think are some of the reasons that certain people believe in more than one god?

Middle-School Exercise:
1.  Using Jesus’ prayer as a model, have students create 

their own prayer of blessing for other believers.

2. They can choose to write it for a pastor, teacher, mis-

sionary, or some other ministry.

3. Share the prayers with the class, if students are willing, 

and discuss why they felt it important to include what 

they did.

Senior-High Exercise:
1.  Provide a printout of Jesus’ prayer from John 17 and 

distribute it to all students. 

2. Take some time with students to analyze the prayer and 

discuss which parts stand out to each student and why.

3. Have students share what they would add to the 

prayer and why. 

   This would be an excellent time for a personal testimony. Alternatively, consider asking ahead of time for a 

volunteer in the class to share his or her story. 

FRAME
I. One God 

A.  Polytheism is “belief in or worship of more than one god” (Merriam-Webster). 

1. Polytheism was widespread in the ancient world. It has been perhaps the most dominant theistic view 

in all of history. 

2. Poly comes from the Greek word for “many,” and theism from the Greek word for “God.” 

3. Israel believed the truth of there being only one God, but because of their past and the influence of 

society around them, they often struggled to faithfully live as if they believed this to be true. We find 

Israel often falling into idolatry and worshiping the gods of the nations surrounding them. 

B.  Abram was called out of a polytheistic society by the one God.  
1. Somehow God appeared to Abram. We do not know all the details. But one thing seems certain: God 

did not leave much room for Abram to question the reality of this experience. In the New Testament, 

Acts 7:2 tells us that Abram actually saw God in some way or in some form. 

2. Reading through Abram’s story, it appears very likely that not only did Terah go with them, but also 

Terah’s brother Nahor and his family joined them on the journey. When we see Abram in Haran, a large 

family representation is there. Again, it is clear, Abram did not completely obey God. 

C. When Abram and his family reached Haran, which was a city just as idolatrous as Ur, Scripture says they 

settled there. 

1. This was also not God’s will. Scholars say Abram stayed there for almost fifteen years before finally 

proceeding to the Land of Promise. 

2. It is very likely Terah tried to convince Abram to forget the whole idea of crossing the hot desert and 

just stay in Haran, which is exactly what they did. But when Terah died, Abram once again focused his 

thoughts on God’s specific call. But now . . . he was headed toward a wilderness, a place he had never 

been before. 
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3. Eventually they arrived in Canaan, where God appeared to him again and affirmed His divine promise: 

“To your descendants I will give this land” (Genesis 12:7, NASB). 

4. This very well could be the first word from God Abram had heard since leaving Ur nearly twenty years 

before. Having come from a society that believed in many gods, Abram was beginning to become 

acquainted with a God who loved him and desired to establish a covenant with him. 

D. It would be Abram and his descendants whom God would use to show His love. 

1. It would be through Abram that all the nations of the earth would be blessed. God’s love would reach 

beyond one family. His love would reach for everyone. 

2. Through Abram, people from every nation came to know God in a greater way, and the Lord began 

revealing His nature and character. These revelations set Him apart from the false gods unbelieving 

nations worshiped. 

3. Abram’s faith and family truly became catalysts for the revelation of the one God. Generation after 

generation referred to the God of Abram, Isaac, and Jacob, because the Lord said that was who He was. 

II. Moses

A. Moses was tending to his father-in-law’s flock of sheep. He led them near Mt. Sinai, the place he would later 

receive the commandments from God. As he approached the mountain, he noticed a bush that was on fire but 

was not being consumed. 

1. Curiosity compelled him to climb over the rocks to get a closer look at this phenomenon. 

2. God saw him coming closer to the bush and spoke to Moses out of its fiery branches. 

3.  Then He said, “Do not come near here; remove your sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are 

standing is holy ground.” He said also, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 

the God of Jacob.” Then Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. (Exodus 3:5–6, NASB) 

B. Moses hid his face in fear when he realized the one true God was speaking to him. 

1. As he stood there with his face in his hands, God told him He had seen the affliction of slavery His 

people were enduring. 

2. God’s great love for His people caused Him to see their affliction and desire to send them a deliverer. 

3. He desired to rescue them from the control of Egypt and take them to a land that was fertile, spacious, 

and filled with plenty. 

C. Moses began questioning God’s decision. 

1.  Read Exodus 3:11– 13. 

2. It is here God delivered further revelation concerning His name. 

3.  God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM”; and He said, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me 

to you.’” God, furthermore, said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘The Lord, the God of your 

fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is My name 

forever, and this is My memorial-name to all generations. (Exodus 3:14–15, NASB) 

Discussion Questions:  
• What kind of negative advice do you think Abram may have received from his relatives?

• How have you seen love break down barriers?

3612011 F20LG.indd   113612011 F20LG.indd   11 5/8/20   9:13 AM5/8/20   9:13 AM



12

LESSON BIG IDEA: Love without Boundaries

III. God’s Boundless Love

A. Because God so loved the world, He chose not to send another deliverer, but to come Himself as the ultimate 

Deliverer of His people. The angel told Joseph that salvation would come through Mary’s womb: 

1.  Read Matthew 1:21. 

2. God would manifest Himself in flesh in the form of Jesus Christ. 

B. Love came in the flesh bringing salvation to everyone. 

1. His love would not allow Him to limit salvation to only a segment of society. Instead, salvation came to 

all. And it came in the name of Jesus. 

2.  Read Acts 4:12. 

3. His name is the banner under which all nations become one people, the church. 

4.  Read I Corinthians 12:13. 

5.  Read Galatians 3:27.  

C. Obeying the command of Scripture in baptism and receiving the gift of God’s Spirit brings believers under the 

covering of God’s purpose and identifies them as children of God. 

1. This physical act of obedience, through faith and in the name of Jesus, partners with the working of the 

Spirit to produce the change only the Spirit can bring. 

2. In addition, because of this radical change, we are brought into union with other believers who have 

experienced this same change through the Spirit. 

D. The reality of one God calls for there being one people.  
1. Paul wrote to the Corinthian church about divisions present in their assembly (I Corinthians 1:10–18). 

2. Some said they followed Paul, others Cephas, Apollos, and Christ. Their divided allegiance brought 

division in the church. We may differ in opinion and, in some cases, differ in practice. However, our 

allegiance to Jesus Christ should be the unifying factor in all of our lives. Many of our concerns could be 

solved if we would determine who we are following. 

3. There were those in the Corinthian church who were arguing over issues about which they should have 

never been arguing. They justified their own actions by saying, “Well, this is what Cephas taught, and I 

follow Cephas.” Still others would argue, “But this is what Apollos taught, and I follow Apollos.” 

4. Paul rebuked them, because they should have been united around their allegiance to Christ, not mere 

men. 

E. Belief in Christ, His deity, and His Word should unite us, everyone.  
1. All who believe in Jesus are brought into and under the same covering. There is neither Jew or Greek, 

male or female in Him (Galatians 3:28). 

2. We are all one people under the one name of the one God. Instead of arguing over our opinions, we 

should seek unity and love for one another. We are to love because He is love. 

F. Because God offers redemption to all people from every nation, we should exemplify Christ’s love without 

boundaries.
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FINISH
T radition claims that Jerusalem’s Church of the Holy Sepulchre is built over the cave in which Jesus is said to have 

been buried. In July 2002 the church became the scene of ugly fighting between the monks who run it. The conflict 

began when a Coptic monk sitting on the rooftop decided to move his chair into the shade. This took him into the part of 

the rooftop courtyard looked after by the Ethiopian monks. 

It turns out that the Ethiopian and Coptic monks have been arguing over the rooftop of the Church of the Holy Sepul-

chre for centuries. In 1752 the Ottoman Sultan issued an edict declaring which parts of the church belong to each of six 

Christian groups: the Latins, Greek Orthodox, Armenian Orthodox, Syrian Orthodox, Copts, and Ethiopians. Despite the 

edict, conflict over the church remains. 

The rooftop had been controlled by the Ethiopians, but they lost control to the Copts when hit by a disease epidemic 

in the nineteenth century. Then in 1970 the Ethiopians regained control when the Coptic monks were absent for a short 

period. They have been squatting there ever since, with at least one Ethiopian monk always remaining on the roof to assert 

their rights. In response, a Coptic monk has been living on the roof also to maintain the claim of the Copts. And so, we get 

to a Monday in July 2002 when the Coptic monk moved his chair into the shade. Harsh words led to pushes, then shoves, 

until an all-out brawl was going, including the throwing of chairs and iron bars. At the end of the fight eleven of the monks 

were injured, including one monk unconscious in a hospital and another with a broken arm. 

(Source: story reported by Reuters, Monday, July 29, 2002.) 

We will hopefully never go to blows in church over disagreements, but how often have we carried hatred or mistrust in 

our hearts for other believers? Maybe their culture is different from yours and for that you refuse to trust them and have 

compassion on them. Maybe you feel uncomfortable because their skin is different from yours and you would rather ignore 

than include them. 

We were all baptized into one body, by one Spirit, in one name. This family is to be ever- expanding, and we are to take 

this gospel to all nations, whether near or far. We are to share Christ’s love with others no matter their differences.

Discussion Questions: 
• What reasons can you think of to treat every believer as family?

• Why should love be our first response when dealing with family?

Middle-School Finish:
1. For what kinds of things should we be praying?

2. What kinds of decisions should we pray about?

3. What kinds of decisions do you think it is necessary to 

pray about? Why?

4. How can prayer help create relationships?

Senior-High Finish:
1.  What sorts of decisions should we pray about? What kind 

of decisions don’t require prayer?

2. How can prayer help build our relationships with others?

3. How can we use prayer as a tool to build trust and love 

with others?

The Big Picture
• In spite of our mistakes, God loved us.

• We should look past the mistakes of others and be quick to love and forgive.
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LESSON BIG IDEA: Boundless Love

Final Reflections 
• Why is it important for us to realize that God did not send someone else, but chose to come Himself? 

• Why do you think people struggle with others who are different from them?  

• How can we break down barriers with love?

• Why are relationships so important in the church of this generation?

  Allow students time to share what they have written. 

SELAH
Using the following points, take this time to guide your students in prayer.

• Lord, thank You for bringing salvation to everyone. 

• Thank You for Your boundless love. Thank You for the people of the church. 

• Help me to show love to everyone. Remove racism from the church. Give us wisdom to reach those who are not like us. 

  Allow time for students to update their Personal Discipleship Guide.
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