
L E A D E R  G U I D E

THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT
LEARNING THAT THE HOLY 

SPIRIT IS NECESSARY FOR LIFE. 

VICTORY THROUGH FAITH
YOU TOO CAN WALK INTO 

PROMISED VICTORY

PUTTING OTHERS FIRST
GETTING PAST  

A SELF-CENTRIC LIFE

Y O U T H

FOR LIFE

WINTER 2022–2023 JR. HIGH/SR. HIGH

9 780757 755248

Youth Leader Guide Cover.indd   1Youth Leader Guide Cover.indd   1 6/8/22   1:04 PM6/8/22   1:04 PM



 LEGAL NOTICE 

Thank you for ordering this digital license of God’s 
Word for Life. This license authorizes you to use the 
material in your local church. One license should be 
purchased for each person who will be using this 
file. For classes that have rotating teachers, one 
license should be purchased for the total number 
of teachers in a given week. You may purchase 
additional licenses at pentecostalpublishing.com. 
In accordance with U. S. and international copyright 
law, this material may not be shared beyond the 
local assembly without written permission from 
Pentecostal Publishing House.

GWFLIFEGod’s Word for Life

CONNECT WITH US ON SOCIAL MEDIA



///
@GodsWordForLife

@godswordforyouth

God’s Word for Life

CONNECT WITH US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

FOR LIFE

Using This Guide............................................................................................2
Daily Devotional Guide ................................................................................5
Resource Kit ...................................................................................................6

Series 1: The Work of the Spirit
12.04.2022 1.1 The Necessity of the Holy Spirit .............................. 9
12.11.2022 1.2 Led by the Spirit ......................................................... 17
12.18.2022 1.3 Empowered by the Spirit ........................................ 25
12.25.2022 CS Worshiping with Shepherds and Wise Men ....... 33
01.01.2023 1.4 Victory through the Spirit ........................................41

Series 2: Victory through Faith
01.08.2023 2.1 The Twelve Spies .......................................................49
01.15.2023 2.2 Crossing the Jordan .................................................. 57
01.22.2023 2.3 Jericho ..........................................................................65
01.29.2023 2.4 As for Me and My House .......................................... 73

Series 3: Putting Others First
02.05.2023 3.1 Who Belongs? ............................................................. 81
02.12.2023 3.2 Kingdom Values .........................................................89
02.19.2023 3.3 Kingdom Principles ................................................... 97
02.26.2023 3.4 A God of Justice ...................................................... 105

*CS indicates Christmas Sunday.

YOUTH LEADER GUIDE
WINTER 2022–2023

Table of Contents

To share your own video devotional, use 
#GodsWord4Youth and #MyDailyDevotional

Youth Leader Guide
Winter 2022–2023

EDITORIAL STAFF
Editor in Chief: Robin Johnston
Associate Editor, Curriculum:  

Lee Ann Alexander
Youth Editor: Evan Zenobia

DESIGN
Tim Cummings, Dennis Fiorini, Elizabeth Loyd, 
Savannah Sullivan

ARTIST
Mandy Dehart

LESSON WRITERS
 Ann Frake, Michael Guerra, Rick Hernandez

Youth Leader Guide
Manufactured in USA, December 2022, 6622311
www.pentecostalpublishing.com • All rights 
reserved. • ©2022 Pentecostal Publishing House 
36 Research Park Court, Weldon Spring, MO 
63304

Materials in this curriculum may only be copied 
for use in the local classroom. Do not reproduce, 
distribute, or transmit any other part of the 
God’s Word for Life curriculum in any form 
or by any means, including photocopying, 
recording, or other electronic or mechanical 
methods, without possessing prior documented 
approval from Pentecostal Publishing House, a 
department of the United Pentecostal Church 
International. To request permission, contact 
customerservice@pentecostalpublishing.com.

Websites referenced in source citations are 
not intended to imply an endorsement by 
Pentecostal Publishing House (PPH), nor does 
PPH vouch for the content of these sites. 
Teachers and leaders should review the terms of 
service of any website before using it in the class 
or other setting. Given the transient nature of 
online publications, it is possible a web address 
may no longer be active or may have been 
altered since the print date of this publication.

All Scripture quotations are taken from the King 
James Version unless otherwise noted.

Youth LG wnt22.indd   1Youth LG wnt22.indd   1 6/8/22   3:42 PM6/8/22   3:42 PM



///

2

God’s Word for Life marks a new chapter in both youth and church-wide curriculum. With this new chapter 
comes a fresh vision for curriculum’s focus, content, and visual display. Below you’ll find various highlights of 
the new features and what to expect as you start to prepare for the quarter ahead.

GETTING STARTED
The first page of each lesson provides the overarching information you can use to plan your class.

PRETEEN TRANSITION
The idea behind the preteen transition is simple: there will always be an influx of preteens joining the youth 
class, and these options help make students in transition feel comfortable moving from one classroom 
dynamic to the next. The Preteen Transition offers a quick activity that often highlights more physical action 
or activity—something that tends to be more common in children’s classrooms.

THE NECESSITY OF 
THE HOLY SPIRIT

 ///
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DECEMBER 4, 2022

Daily Devotional Check-In ///
Last week we talked about God’s ability to know and see everything. It can be a scary 
thought, but God’s intention is not to punish us or make us feel guilty for our mistakes. 
Rather, His intention is for us to use this knowledge to be accountable and choose a 
consecrated life simply because we love Him. What are some instances when you might 
want God to know and see everything?

PRETEEN TRANSITION ( 5 MIN )

BATTERY LOADING SHUFFLE 

1. On a table, place several battery-operated devices (e.g., flashlights, remotes, small 
clocks, toys) with the batteries taken out; dump all the batteries in the middle of the 
table or on a tray. If any of the toys require a screwdriver to access the battery, provide 
the correct size screwdrivers. 

2. Use a stopwatch to time students as they reinsert the batteries and test them. If the 
process seems a little too easy, blindfold students and time them again.
• Batteries are a portable power source. They are important in an emergency, but how 

do the dynamics change if batteries are missing and you’re in the dark? 

• Imagine trying to reload the batteries in a flashlight in the pitch black. Today we’re 
going to talk about our ultimate power source.

TRUTH ABOUT GOD///

The Holy Spirit gives new  
life and hope for eternal life.

SERIES BIG IDEA
These lessons will 
explore the necessity 
of the Spirit, what it 
means to be led by 
and empowered by the 
Spirit, and how we can 
receive victory through 
the Spirit.

BIBLICAL PASSAGE 
John 3:1–8; Acts 19:1–6 

THE TRUTH 
FOR MY LIFE 
I will receive the gift  
of the Holy Ghost.

1.1SERIES 1: THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT

HOW TO USE 
THIS LESSON GUIDE
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WHERE DO 
WE BEGIN?
Every lesson will begin with a narrative to 
reinforce the themes and ideas of the subject 
matter, grabbing students’ attention in a unique 
way with a new narrative or scenario every week.

ENGAGE AND 
RELEASE ACTIVITIES
God’s Word for Life offers two options at the 
beginning and end of each lesson to ensure 
teachers have a variety of ways to engage 
students. These options feature physical activities, 
object lessons, discussion, learning scenarios, and 
short stories to add variety as well as reinforce the 
themes and ideas of the material.

///LESSON 1.1

WHERE DO WE BEGIN?///( 5 MIN )
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THE NECESSITy Of THE HOLy SpIRIT

 The Holy Spirit gives new life and hope for eternal life. I will receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

Christmas is just around the corner. perhaps you have already written out a Christmas list for your parents (or put 
together an Amazon wish list). As new packages arrive at the house, you cannot help but wonder if some of the 
contents will soon be wrapped and tagged with your name. you have probably swapped stories with your friends 
about what you think you will be opening on Christmas morning. Not a single day of the year is quite like Christmas.

Maybe in previous years you have excitedly opened a gift that you discovered required batteries. Once you were 
done opening all your other gifts, you asked your parents for the batteries. A wave of dread washed over their faces 
as they realized they forgot to purchase them. Even if they rushed out the door to buy batteries at that moment, 
they may find it difficult to locate a store that is open on Christmas Day. 

Or perhaps you discovered that an 
item you received needed to be 
charged. you were ready to hop on 
your brand-new hoverboard, only 

to discover that it would not go anywhere. Maybe you received a new cell phone, but you found out it didn’t have 
enough charge for you to set it up. you could have received one of those cheap remote-controlled helicopters that 
takes thirty minutes to charge, but it only flies for five minutes before needing to be charged again.

you discovered that you can possess something with incredible potential, but if it lacks power, it doesn’t do much 
for you.

YOU POSSESS SOMETHING WITH INCREDIBLE POTENTIAL, 
BUT IF IT LACKS POWER, IT DOESN’T DO MUCH FOR YOU.

OPTION 1
1. provide a pile of different batteries. Have students 

find the expiration date on each one and line the 
batteries up from oldest to newest. 

2. All batteries have an expiration date posted on the 
packaging and on the cell itself. 

3. A battery may still work after that date, but with 
some performance issues. A flashlight beam will 
be dimmer and may not last as long. 

4. When does your spiritual flashlight (this little light of 
mine) get dimmer or cut out? The Holy Ghost helps 
us stay powerfully focused, like a super battery. How 
can we recharge our spiritual batteries?

OPTION 2
1. provide different batteries for students to look at. 
2. All batteries have an expiration date posted on the 

packaging and on the cell itself. Have students find 
those dates. 

3. A battery may still work after that date, but with 
some performance issues. Do you know how to 
store backup batteries so they stay powerful? 
(Ask for suggestions and the reasoning behind 
the suggestions.)

a. Keep batteries in their original package to 
protect them from humidity.

b. Store at room temperature or below, out of the 
direct sun; the number one enemy of batteries 
is heat, which causes the self-discharge of the 
battery to rise. The capacity drops fast, and the 
battery will not work as long.

c. Keep batteries away from metal objects and 
containers. 

d. Control the humidity because it causes 
condensation, corrosion, and leakage. 

4. These facts are good to know, but how do these 
concepts apply to our lives and our commitment to 
staying powerful and focused on the Holy Ghost?
a. Heat (stress) can reduce our stamina and 

resistance, causing loss of focus or power.
b. We must stay away from metallic objects (sinful 

situations); they can cause a short circuit, 
leaving a deep burn on our hands from sin.

c. Humidity (distracting or worldly influence) is 
everywhere. How can we lower the humidity of 
distraction?

ENGAGE/// ( 10 MIN )
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THE NECESSITy Of THE HOLy SpIRIT

 The Holy Spirit gives new life and hope for eternal life. I will receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

EXCEPT A MAN BE BORN OF 
WATER AND OF THE SPIRIT, HE 
CANNOT ENTER INTO THE 

KINGDOM OF GOD. 

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?///( 25 MIN )
 

A. Jesus Stressed the Necessity of Receiving the Holy Spirit
1. The Book of John contains several stories not recorded anywhere else in the Gospels. One 

of those stories is about a pharisee named Nicodemus. 
a. Nicodemus was very interested in Jesus’ teachings, but he also realized Jesus was not 

popular among his peers. 
b. As a result, instead of meeting with Jesus openly, Nicodemus went to Jesus at night 

for a private discussion.

2. Nicodemus shared that he knew Jesus had come from God. He believed because of 
the miracles Jesus did. Nicodemus was perplexed, though, because Jesus’ ministry and 
message seemed so different from the great prophets who came before Him.
a. Nicodemus wondered about the source of Jesus’ message and His power. 
b. Jesus shared an important truth with Nicodemus.

Read John 3:3. 
Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God.

c. Nicodemus was confused by this statement. He did not understand how someone 
could return to their mother’s womb and be born a second time. 

d. Jesus showed Nicodemus that He was referring to being born of water and Spirit.

Read John 3:5–8.
Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and 
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said unto thee, ye must be born 
again. The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not 
tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.

3. Jesus was prophesying to Nicodemus about what receiving the Holy Spirit would be like. 
Receiving the Spirit would require faith and would involve a sign.
a. We must have faith in Jesus to be born again. We exercise that faith by being born of 

water (being baptized) and by seeking the infilling of the Spirit.
b. When the Spirit comes, it comes to us like the wind. We will not be able to see it, but 

we will feel it and can hear it. When we speak in other tongues, the sound signifies we 
have been filled with the Holy Ghost.

4. Jesus made it clear that the gift of the Holy Ghost was not just an added benefit to being 
saved. We must receive the Spirit to be born again. If we are not filled with the Holy Ghost, 
we have not completed God’s plan of salvation.
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HOW TO USE 
THIS LESSON GUIDE

JR. HIGH AND 
SR. HIGH BREAKOUTS
God’s Word for Life offers a completely new approach 
to curriculum through a single Youth level that features 
breakout content tailored for different age levels. These 
Jr. High and Sr. High Breakouts will be displayed as a 
spread in the middle of each lesson and will offer unique 
activities and discussion prompts. Breakouts will also 
provide a tailored application of the content discussed in 
the first half of each lesson.

DEVOTIONAL TIE-IN
Each lesson will feature three areas in which teachers 
will be prompted to ask about or discuss devotional 
content from both the previous week and the week of 
devotionals ahead. This will help to reinforce the need 
for devotional time each day and push students to 
engage with the at-home Daily Devotional Guide.

JR. HIGH BREAKOUT///

LESSON 1.1

12

THE NECESSITy Of THE HOLy SpIRIT

Daily Devotional  
Insight ///

The devotional focus 
this week has to do 
with the Holy Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit is a 
life-altering force that 
we as believers should 
seek to experience 
consistently. Through 
this experience, our 
lives are changed 
as we build a closer 
relationship to 
God. This closer 
relationship helps us 
hear His voice and 
understand His desires 
and goals for us. How 
might this experience 
change you?

1. Have you ever had to seek additional help or tutoring in school? This often happens 
when we try to figure things out on our own, but we are still confused. 
a. Maybe you even thought you were on the right track and understood the material, 

until test day came. 
b. When you took the test, your grade showed you were off the mark.

2. That may have been how John the Baptist’s disciples felt when they encountered paul at 
Ephesus. They thought they were headed in the right direction. 
a. They believed John’s teachings that the Messiah had come, and they were baptized 

unto repentance. 
b. Then paul asked them, “Have you received the Holy Ghost since you believed?” Their 

honest answer was that they had not even heard of the Holy Ghost.

3. True faith should be followed by the baptism of the Spirit. paul recognized their 
response was incomplete, so he told them the truth. They needed to do more than just 
repent; they needed to be born again.

Read Acts 19:4–6.
Then said paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the 
people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ 
Jesus. When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when 
paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with 
tongues, and prophesied.

4. We must tell others about the necessity of receiving the Holy Ghost. Sharing this truth 
may feel intimidating at times, but unless others hear the truth from us, they will not 
have a chance to respond in faith. 

5. If people have not received the baptism of the Holy Ghost, even if they seem to be good 
Christians, we must call them to fully obey the gospel.

1. How do you make a battery from a couch potato? (Consider searching online for how-to videos and 
directions to make a battery from a potato and do this experiment in class.)

2. To make a potato battery, insert a galvanized-steel nail (with zinc coating) into a potato along with a copper-
coated penny or nail. 

3. Attach coated electrical wires (with alligator clips) to each metallic source and an electrochemical path 
is created between the two using the phosphoric acid in the potato. The charge can be registered on a 
voltmeter or a small light bulb or LED light. 

4. It is important to note that there is no electricity in the potato. The potato is simply acting as a medium (or 
the electrolyte) for an electrochemical reaction to take place between the metal nail and the copper penny. 
The potato is a bridge that facilitates the flow of electrons from one metal to another. And when there is a 
flow of electrons, there is electrical current.

• This is great news for all of us couch potatoes. We can be the medium for God’s Holy Ghost 
electrochemical reaction by simply being available to be used. 

• When we reach out to people in kindness, in prayer, or with an invitation, we are the bridge that 
facilitates the flow of electrons from God to them.

JR. HIGH BREAKOUT///

LESSON 1.1
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THE NECESSITy Of THE HOLy SpIRIT

Daily Devotional  
Insight ///
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DECEMBER 4, 2022

Daily Devotional Check-In ///
Last week we talked about God’s ability to know and see everything. It can be a scary 
thought, but God’s intention is not to punish us or make us feel guilty for our mistakes. 
Rather, His intention is for us to use this knowledge to be accountable and choose a 
consecrated life simply because we love Him. What are some instances when you might 
want God to know and see everything?

PRETEEN TRANSITION ( 5 MIN )

BATTERY LOADING SHUFFLE 

1. On a table, place several battery-operated devices (e.g., flashlights, remotes, small 
clocks, toys) with the batteries taken out; dump all the batteries in the middle of the 
table or on a tray. If any of the toys require a screwdriver to access the battery, provide 
the correct size screwdrivers. 

2. Use a stopwatch to time students as they reinsert the batteries and test them. If the 
process seems a little too easy, blindfold students and time them again.
• Batteries are a portable power source. They are important in an emergency, but how 

do the dynamics change if batteries are missing and you’re in the dark? 

• Imagine trying to reload the batteries in a flashlight in the pitch black. Today we’re 
going to talk about our ultimate power source.

TRUTH ABOUT GOD///

The Holy Spirit gives new  
life and hope for eternal life.

SERIES BIG IDEA
These lessons will 
explore the necessity 
of the Spirit, what it 
means to be led by 
and empowered by the 
Spirit, and how we can 
receive victory through 
the Spirit.

BIBLICAL PASSAGE 
John 3:1–8; Acts 19:1–6 

THE TRUTH 
FOR MY LIFE 
I will receive the gift  
of the Holy Ghost.

1.1SERIES 1: THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT

SR. HIGH BREAKOUT///
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THE NECESSITy Of THE HOLy SpIRIT

Daily Devotional  
Insight ///

The devotional focus 
this week has to do 
with the Holy Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit is a 
life-altering force that 
we as believers should 
seek to experience 
consistently. Through 
this experience, our 
lives are changed 
as we build a closer 
relationship to God. 
This closer relationship 
helps us hear His 
voice and understand 
His desires and goals 
for us. God’s plan for 
each of our lives is 
incredibly specific 
to us. When we 
understand His will 
more perfectly, we 
can walk in faith. How 
has the Holy Spirit 
changed you?

Read Acts 19:1–3.
And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, paul having passed through the 
upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, he said unto them, Have ye 
received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much 
as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. And he said unto them, Unto what then were 
ye baptized? And they said, Unto John’s baptism. 

1. John’s disciples thought they were headed in the right direction. They believed John’s 
teachings that the Messiah had come, and they were baptized unto repentance. 
a. Then paul asked them, “Have you received the Holy Ghost since you believed?” Their 

honest answer was that they had not even heard of the Holy Ghost.
b. True faith should be followed by the baptism of the Spirit. paul recognized their 

response was incomplete, so he told them the truth. They needed to do more than 
just repent; they needed to be born again.

Read Acts 19:4–6.
Then said paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the 
people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ 
Jesus. When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when 
paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with 
tongues, and prophesied.

2. We must tell others about the necessity of receiving the Holy Ghost. Sharing this truth 
may feel intimidating at times, but unless others hear the truth from us, they will not have 
a chance to respond in faith. If people have not received the baptism of the Holy Ghost, 
even if they seem to be good Christians, we must call them to fully obey the gospel.

3. Jesus is asking us to do hard things, not just to prove ourselves, but because those hard 
things are necessary. 
a. If we don’t reach the person sitting next to us in geometry, who will?
b. If we don’t take the time to talk to the lonely girl in the lunchroom, who will?

4. Showing people the truth is not popular or simple. We may face ridicule at times. But we 
must understand that their lives will be incomplete and even tragic if they don’t have the 
opportunity to know Jesus the way we know Him.

1. Have students compare phone battery levels. form two groups: over 50 percent battery and under 50 
percent battery. Here are the six most common causes of a quick-draining phone battery.

b. High display brightness
c. Background apps running (e.g., VpN, anti-virus, health, calendar)
d. picture-in-picture mode (watching any video or stream in a small viewing box while using other apps)
e. Staying connected 24/7
f. Old phone battery
g. Location tracking apps

8. If we take those six reasons and apply them to our spiritual lives, what are the remedies?
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DAILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE

EQUIP YOUR STUDENTS 
FOR DAILY STUDY OF GOD’S WORD
Guiding your students in becoming lifelong Apostolic disciples is an enormous task to accomplish in just an 
hour on Sunday or Wednesday. Now you can expand your ministry with a tool that guides students in Bible 
study every day of the week.

This guide provides a daily Bible passage connected 
to the week’s lesson and a corresponding devotion. 
Each day ends with a final challenge to apply the 
message of God’s Word with both junior high and 
senior high options.

Make your teaching complete with this student 
resource by incorporating student feedback into 
class time. (Prompts are provided in this Leader 
Guide to help.) Additionally you can calendar the 
materials to coincide one of two ways: 

1. Instruct students to complete the accompanying 
devotional material during the week to reinforce 
the Bible passages already taught in the lesson at 
church.

2. Teach one week behind the suggested schedule 
in this Leader Guide so students interact with the 
Bible passages for the lesson during the week at 
home before the lesson. This option would allow 
for additional discussion since students will have 
already reviewed lesson content in advance.

In either scenario, this tool equips students to dig 
into God’s Word every day!

ONLY $4.99
Order your copy today at www.pentecostalpublishing.com.

SERIES 1: THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT

WHERE DO WE BEGIN?///
Jesus’ resurrection was the most significant event in human history 
because it reached far beyond that singular event. His resurrection 
opened the door for each of us to receive our own resurrection. When 
we receive the gift of the Holy Ghost, it is the greatest experience we 
can have in our walk with God. It ensures we are ready to do His work, 
be His witnesses, and meet Him in the air when He comes back for us.

Some people are intimidated to receive the Holy Ghost because they 
think speaking in tongues is scary or strange. Speaking in tongues is the 
sign of the miracle. It is the affirmation that God’s Spirit has filled us. We 
do not have to convince God to give us the Holy Ghost; we just need to 
decide we want to receive it.

SERIES BIG IDEA 
These lessons will 
explore the necessity 
of the Spirit, what it 
means to be led by 
and empowered by 
the Spirit, and how we 
can receive victory 
through the Spirit.

BIBLICAL PASSAGE 
John 3:1–8; Acts 19:1–6

TRUTH FOR MY LIFE
I will receive the gift 
of the Holy Ghost.

1.1
The Holy Spirit gives new life and hope for eternal life.
TRUTH ABOUT GOD///

THE NECESSITY OF 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
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ENLIVEN YOUR LESSONS WITH VIDEOS AND RESOURCES

RESOURCE KIT
Take advantage of the Youth Resource Kit for a robust collection 
of teaching tools to make each week exciting and engaging. 

Contents:

1. A video for each lesson

2. A poster for each of the three series

3. A supplement for adapting each lesson to minister to 
students affected by disabilities 

4. Excerpts from Word Aflame Press books for additional 
research

5. Social medial calendar and suggested practices

6. Graphics package

VIDEO CONTENT
Each lesson’s opening story will be available as a video within 
the Resource Kit as a way of engaging students through a visual 
medium. The Resource Kit will also include contextual videos 
about the biblical passage as well as training videos to help you 
in the preparation process.

ONLY $24.99
Order your copy today at www.pentecostalpublishing.com.

R E S O U R C E  K I T

FOR LIFE

YOUTH
WINTER 2022–2023JR. HIGH/SR. HIGH

9 780757 758867

THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT
LEARNING THAT THE HOLY 

SPIRIT IS NECESSARY FOR LIFE. 

VICTORY THROUGH FAITH
YOU TOO CAN WALK INTO 

PROMISED VICTORY

PUTTING OTHERS FIRST
GETTING PAST  

A SELF-CENTRIC LIFE
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WHAT IT IS
Every leader should have tools to help the vital mission of ensuring spiritual growth for 
your church. My Growth Toolkit is a full-service web-based portal to empower leaders in 
the teaching and leadership ministry of the church. It features growth tracking, record 
keeping, and management tools for groups or classes along with training materials and 
attendance tracking for the entire church. This solution enables the church and leadership 
to stay more connected and helps foster spiritual growth. 

My Growth Toolkit offers a full array of resources to help lead your group effectively including:

Admin Dashboard:
• Easily view and track attendance of members and guests
• Monitor the spiritual health of your church with strategic assessments
• Track conversion metrics (i.e., number of baptisms, Holy Ghost filled, etc.)

Group Leader Dashboard:
• Easily access digital curriculum resources
• Provide training for group leaders and staff
• Monitor effectiveness of teachers and group leaders with individual assessments
• Track attendance for groups

Additional Resources:
• Child Check-in technology to improve security
• My Growth area for members that includes daily devotionals, daily Bible reading, spiritual growth 

assessments, and much more
• Apostolic Study Bible digital access 

Visit www.mygrowthtoolkit.com for more information and to access  
any digital resources of God’s Word for Life you have purchased.

MY GROWTH TOOLKIT

PODCAST
The God’s Word for Life Podcast presents portions of Scripture with fresh insight 
and urges adults to think deeply about how the Bible impacts their lives. Each week 
episodes will encourage listeners to engage with God’s Word through reflection and 
prayer, further develop their personal relationship with Jesus Christ, and live out God’s 
Word in their lives. 

A WEEKLY PODCAST

CONNECT ON SOCIAL MEDIA
@GWFLife@GodsWordforLife @GodsWordforLife
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SERIES 1: PARABLES OF KINGDOM TRUTHS 

This series, “Parables of Kingdom Truths,” examines four parables Jesus taught about the 
Kingdom of God. These lessons will look at the parables of the Two Debtors, the Talents, the 
Prodigal Son, and the Rich Man and Lazarus. Jesus often taught through parables in order 
to give His disciples and the crowds that followed Him a picture of what was to be valued 
in God’s kingdom. This series will highlight some of these values, such as forgiveness and 
faithfulness.

SERIES 2: PORTRAITS OF SALVATION 

This series, “Portraits of Salvation,” composes a compelling picture of God’s grace and mercy 
by exploring some of the many facets of the wonderful gift of salvation God has provided 
for us. These lessons will present the mission of Jesus to seek and save the lost through the 
story of Zacchaeus, the first Passover, the late-night meeting between Jesus and Nicodemus, 
and the principle of adoption. This series will lead the lost to Jesus and help those who have 
been found gain a greater appreciation for the salvation they have graciously received.

SERIES 3: GOD OUR JUDGE AND KING 

This series, “God Our Judge and King,” takes a journey through the period of the judges to 
the calling of the first king of Israel. These lessons will tell the stories of Deborah and Jael, 
Gideon and Samson, and how God used Samuel to help Saul understand the calling on his 
life. While we look at some of the judges God used and then the first king God called, we will 
see throughout this series that God alone is our Judge and King.

PREVIEW SPRING 2023
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DECEMBER 4, 2022

Daily Devotional Check-In ///
Last week we talked about God’s ability to know and see everything. It can be a scary 
thought, but God’s intention is not to punish us or make us feel guilty for our mistakes. 
Rather, His intention is for us to use this knowledge to be accountable and choose a 
consecrated life simply because we love Him. What are some instances when you might 
want God to know and see everything?

PRETEEN TRANSITION ( 5 MIN )

BATTERY LOADING SHUFFLE 

1. On a table, place several battery-operated devices (e.g., flashlights, remotes, small 
clocks, toys) with the batteries taken out; dump all the batteries in the middle of the 
table or on a tray. If any of the toys require a screwdriver to access the battery, provide 
the correct size screwdrivers. 

2. Use a stopwatch to time students as they reinsert the batteries and test them. If the 
process seems a little too easy, blindfold students and time them again.
• Batteries are a portable power source. They are important in an emergency, but how 

do the dynamics change if batteries are missing and you’re in the dark? 

• Imagine trying to reload the batteries in a flashlight in the dark. Today we’re going to 
talk about our ultimate power source.

TRUTH ABOUT GOD///

The Holy Spirit gives new  
life and hope for eternal life.

SERIES BIG IDEA
These lessons will 
explore the necessity 
of the Spirit, what it 
means to be led by 
and empowered by the 
Spirit, and how we can 
receive victory through 
the Spirit.

BIBLICAL PASSAGE 
John 3:1–8; Acts 19:1–6 

THE TRUTH 
FOR MY LIFE 
I will receive the gift  
of the Holy Ghost.

1.1SERIES 1: THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT
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THE NECESSITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

 The Holy Spirit gives new life and hope for eternal life. I will receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

Christmas is just around the corner. Perhaps you have already written out a Christmas list for your parents (or put 
together an Amazon wish list). As new packages arrive at the house, you cannot help but wonder if some of the 
contents will soon be wrapped and tagged with your name. You have probably swapped stories with your friends 
about what you think you will be opening on Christmas morning. Not a single day of the year is quite like Christmas.

Maybe in previous years you had excitedly opened a gift that you discovered required batteries. Once you were done 
opening all your other gifts, you asked your parents for the batteries. A wave of dread washed over their faces as 
they realized they forgot to purchase them. Even if they rushed out the door to buy batteries at that moment, they 
may find it difficult to locate a store that is open on Christmas Day. 

Or perhaps you discovered that an 
item you received needed to be 
charged. You were ready to hop on 
your brand-new hoverboard, only 

to discover that it would not go anywhere. Maybe you received a new cell phone, but you found out it didn’t have 
enough charge for you to set it up. You could have received one of those cheap remote-controlled helicopters that 
takes thirty minutes to charge, but it only flies for five minutes before needing to be charged again.

You discovered that you can possess something with incredible potential, but if it lacks power, it doesn’t do much 
for you.

YOU POSSESS SOMETHING WITH INCREDIBLE POTENTIAL, 
BUT IF IT LACKS POWER, IT DOESN’T DO MUCH FOR YOU.

OPTION 1
1. Provide a pile of different batteries. Have students 

find the expiration date on each one and line the 
batteries up from oldest to newest. 

2. All batteries have an expiration date posted on the 
packaging and on the cell itself. 

3. A battery may still work after that date, but with 
some performance issues. A flashlight beam will 
be dimmer and may not last as long. 

4. When does your spiritual flashlight (this little light of 
mine) get dimmer or cut out? The Holy Ghost helps 
us stay powerfully focused, like a super battery. How 
can we recharge our spiritual batteries?

OPTION 2
1. Provide different batteries for students to look at. 
2. All batteries have an expiration date posted on the 

packaging and on the cell itself. Have students find 
those dates. 

3. A battery may still work after that date, but with 
some performance issues. Do you know how to 
store backup batteries so they stay powerful? 
(Ask for suggestions and the reasoning behind 
the suggestions.)

a. Keep batteries in their original package to 
protect them from humidity.

b. Store at room temperature or below, out of the 
direct sun; the number one enemy of batteries 
is heat, which causes the self-discharge of the 
battery to rise. The capacity drops fast, and the 
battery will not work as long.

c. Keep batteries away from metal objects and 
containers. 

d. Control the humidity because it causes 
condensation, corrosion, and leakage. 

4. These facts are good to know, but how do these 
concepts apply to our lives and our commitment to 
staying powerful and focused on the Holy Ghost?
a. Heat (stress) can reduce our stamina and 

resistance, causing loss of focus or power.
b. We must stay away from metallic objects (sinful 

situations); they can cause a short circuit, 
leaving a deep burn on our hands from sin.

c. Humidity (distracting or worldly influence) is 
everywhere. How can we lower the humidity of 
distraction?

ENGAGE/// ( 10 MIN )
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THE NECESSITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

 The Holy Spirit gives new life and hope for eternal life. I will receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

EXCEPT A MAN BE BORN OF 
WATER AND OF THE SPIRIT, HE 
CANNOT ENTER INTO THE 

KINGDOM OF GOD. 

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?///( 25 MIN )
 

A. Jesus Stressed the Necessity of Receiving the Holy Spirit
1. The Book of John contains several stories not recorded anywhere else in the Gospels. One 

of those stories is about a Pharisee named Nicodemus. 
a. Nicodemus was very interested in Jesus’ teachings, but he also realized Jesus was not 

popular among his peers. 
b. As a result, instead of meeting with Jesus openly, Nicodemus went to Jesus at night 

for a private discussion.

2. Nicodemus shared that he knew Jesus had come from God. He believed because of 
the miracles Jesus did. Nicodemus was perplexed, though, because Jesus’ ministry and 
message seemed so different from the great prophets who came before Him.
a. Nicodemus wondered about the source of Jesus’ message and His power. 
b. Jesus shared an important truth with Nicodemus.

Read John 3:3. 
Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God.

c. Nicodemus was confused by this statement. He did not understand how someone 
could return to their mother’s womb and be born a second time. 

d. Jesus showed Nicodemus that He was referring to being born of water and Spirit.

Read John 3:5–8.
Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and 
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born 
again. The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not 
tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.

3. Jesus was prophesying to Nicodemus about what receiving the Holy Spirit would be like. 
Receiving the Spirit would require faith and would involve a sign.
a. We must have faith in Jesus to be born again. We exercise that faith by being born of 

water (being baptized) and by seeking the infilling of the Spirit.
b. When the Spirit comes, it comes to us like the wind. We will not be able to see it, but 

we will feel it and can hear it. When we speak in other tongues, the sound signifies we 
have been filled with the Holy Ghost.

4. Jesus made it clear that the gift of the Holy Ghost was not just an added benefit to being 
saved. We must receive the Spirit to be born again. If we are not filled with the Holy Ghost, 
we have not completed God’s plan of salvation.

11
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THE NECESSITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

Daily Devotional  
Insight ///

The devotional focus 
this week has to do 
with the Holy Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit is a 
life-altering force that 
we as believers should 
seek to experience 
consistently. Through 
this experience, our 
lives are changed 
as we build a closer 
relationship to 
God. This closer 
relationship helps us 
hear His voice and 
understand His desires 
and goals for us. How 
might this experience 
change you?

1. Have you ever had to seek additional help or tutoring in school? This often happens 
when we try to figure things out on our own, but we are still confused. 
a. Maybe you even thought you were on the right track and understood the material, 

until test day came. 
b. When you took the test, your grade showed you were off the mark.

2. That may have been how John the Baptist’s disciples felt when they encountered Paul at 
Ephesus. They thought they were headed in the right direction. 
a. They believed John’s teachings that the Messiah had come, and they were baptized 

unto repentance. 
b. Then Paul asked them, “Have you received the Holy Ghost since you believed?” Their 

honest answer was that they had not even heard of the Holy Ghost.

3. True faith should be followed by the baptism of the Spirit. Paul recognized their 
response was incomplete, so he told them the truth. They needed to do more than just 
repent; they needed to be born again.

Read Acts 19:4–6.
Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the 
people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ 
Jesus. When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when 
Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with 
tongues, and prophesied.

4. We must tell others about the necessity of receiving the Holy Ghost. Sharing this truth 
may feel intimidating at times, but unless others hear the truth from us, they will not 
have a chance to respond in faith. 

5. If people have not received the baptism of the Holy Ghost, even if they seem to be good 
Christians, we must call them to fully obey the gospel.

1. How do you make a battery from a couch potato? (Consider searching online for how-to videos and 
directions to make a battery from a potato and do this experiment in class.)

2. To make a potato battery, insert a galvanized-steel nail (with zinc coating) into a potato along with a copper-
coated penny or nail. 

3. Attach coated electrical wires (with alligator clips) to each metallic source and an electrochemical path 
is created between the two using the phosphoric acid in the potato. The charge can be registered on a 
voltmeter or a small light bulb or LED light. 

4. It is important to note that there is no electricity in the potato. The potato is simply acting as a medium (or 
the electrolyte) for an electrochemical reaction to take place between the metal nail and the copper penny. 
The potato is a bridge that facilitates the flow of electrons from one metal to another. And where there is a 
flow of electrons, there is electrical current.

• This is great news for all of us couch potatoes. We can be the medium for God’s Holy Ghost 
electrochemical reaction by simply being available to be used. 

• When we reach out to people in kindness, in prayer, or with an invitation, we are the bridge that 
facilitates the flow of electrons from God to them.
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THE NECESSITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

Daily Devotional  
Insight ///

The devotional focus 
this week has to do 
with the Holy Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit is a 
life-altering force that 
we as believers should 
seek to experience 
consistently. Through 
this experience, our 
lives are changed 
as we build a closer 
relationship to God. 
This closer relationship 
helps us hear His 
voice and understand 
His desires and goals 
for us. God’s plan for 
each of our lives is 
incredibly specific 
to us. When we 
understand His will 
more perfectly, we 
can walk in faith. How 
has the Holy Spirit 
changed you?

Read Acts 19:1–3.
And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the 
upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, he said unto them, Have ye 
received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much 
as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. And he said unto them, Unto what then were 
ye baptized? And they said, Unto John’s baptism. 

1. John’s disciples thought they were headed in the right direction. They believed John’s 
teachings that the Messiah had come, and they were baptized unto repentance. 
a. Then Paul asked them, “Have you received the Holy Ghost since you believed?” Their 

honest answer was that they had not even heard of the Holy Ghost.
b. True faith should be followed by the baptism of the Spirit. Paul recognized their 

response was incomplete, so he told them the truth. They needed to do more than 
just repent; they needed to be born again.

Read Acts 19:4–6.
Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the 
people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ 
Jesus. When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when 
Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with 
tongues, and prophesied.

2. We must tell others about the necessity of receiving the Holy Ghost. Sharing this truth 
may feel intimidating at times, but unless others hear the truth from us, they will not have 
a chance to respond in faith. If people have not received the baptism of the Holy Ghost, 
even if they seem to be good Christians, we must call them to fully obey the gospel.

3. Jesus is asking us to do hard things, not just to prove ourselves, but because those hard 
things are necessary. 
a. If we don’t reach the person sitting next to us in geometry, who will?
b. If we don’t take the time to talk to the lonely girl in the lunchroom, who will?

4. Showing people the truth is not popular or simple. We may face ridicule at times. But we 
must understand that their lives will be incomplete and even tragic if they don’t have the 
opportunity to know Jesus the way we know Him.

1. Have students compare phone battery levels. Form two groups: over 50 percent battery and under 50 
percent battery. Here are the six most common causes of a quick-draining phone battery.

a. High display brightness
b. Background apps running (e.g., VPN, anti-virus, health, calendar)
c. Picture-in-picture mode (watching any video or stream in a small viewing box while using other apps)
d. Staying connected 24/7
e. Old phone battery
f. Location tracking apps

2. If we take those six reasons and apply them to our spiritual lives, what are the remedies?
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THE NECESSITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

 The Holy Spirit gives new life and hope for eternal life. I will receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

B. You Must Be Born Again
1. Have you ever stopped to consider just how important your thumb is to your daily life?

a. It helps you grip things.
b. It allows you to open doors and peanut butter jars.
c. It is very useful for typing or texting.
d. It is necessary to be able to write by hand.

2. Though your thumb is the smallest digit on your hand, it is not just there for looks; it has 
a very important function. If you have ever injured your thumb, you realize how difficult 
it is to do routine tasks without it.
a. The same could be said for the Holy Ghost. As we stated earlier, receiving the Holy 

Spirit is not just a bonus; it is critical to our walk with God. 
b. Functioning in life without the Holy Spirit is very difficult. The Spirit plays very 

important roles in our lives.

3. First, the Holy Spirit is essential for salvation.
a. In Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus, He told Nicodemus that we must be born 

again of water and Spirit or we cannot enter the kingdom of God.
b. When the crowd that gathered at Pentecost asked Peter what they should do in 

response to the gospel, Peter said they needed to be filled with the Holy Ghost 
(Acts 2:38).

c. Peter was called on two other occasions—once by Philip and once by God 
Himself—to pray over people who believed but had not yet received the Holy 
Ghost (Acts 8; 10).

d. In his letter to the Romans, Paul informed them that the Holy Spirit would quicken 
their bodies so they could be raised from spiritual death (Romans 8:11).

4. Second, the Holy Spirit is essential for sanctification.

Read I Corinthians 6:9–11.
Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: 
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves 
with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall 
inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are 
sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.

5. To be sanctified means to be declared holy before God. We cannot be declared holy 
without the Holy Spirit working within us.
a. Paul reminded the Romans that nothing good dwells within us (Romans 3). In 

fact, no matter how badly we want to do good, we often end up doing evil instead 
(Romans 7).

b. Even though we are incapable of doing good on our own, we are called to reflect 
Jesus’ holiness in all matters of our lives (I Peter 1:15–16).

c. To reflect the holiness of Jesus, we need His Holy Spirit living in us and 
sanctifying us.

6. Third, the Holy Spirit is essential for ministry. We see an example of this in Acts 6 when 
the apostles selected leaders to help them with their daily duties so they could continue 
to focus on studying the Word and preaching.
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THE NECESSITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

 The Holy Spirit gives new life and hope for eternal life. I will receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

Read Acts 6:3.
Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy 
Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business.

7. We can try to minister without the Holy Ghost, but we need the Spirit to be effective.
a. The elders of the church laid hands on Paul and Barnabas so they could be sent on 

their missionary journeys in the power of the Holy Ghost (Acts 13:2–4).
b. Simon the sorcerer recognized the power of the Holy Ghost on the apostles as they 

ministered, and he tried to buy that power (Acts 8:18–19).
c. When Stephen preached to the crowd prior to being martyred, he did so under the 

power of the Holy Ghost (Acts 7).
d. Even if the ministry to which we are called is not related to preaching or a pulpit, we 

still need the Holy Ghost to be effective. Keep in mind that the men who were called 
and chosen in Acts 6 would be taking care of widows, not going out and preaching, 
and they needed the Spirit.

8. Fourth, the Holy Ghost is essential if we are to experience the resurrection. Paul argued 
that the entire gospel message is connected to Jesus’ resurrection.

Read Acts 23:6.
But when Paul perceived that the one part were Sadducees, and the other Pharisees, he 
cried out in the council, Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee: of the 
hope and resurrection of the dead I am called in question.

9. Jesus’ resurrection was the most significant event in human history because it reached 
far beyond that singular event. His resurrection opened the door for each of us to 
receive our own resurrection.
a. Paul said we are quickened together with Jesus (raised from death to life) through 

the new-birth experience (Colossians 2:12–14).
b. Paul called the Holy Ghost a quickening Spirit (I Corinthians 15:45).
c. He also said the Holy Spirit will resurrect us (Romans 8:11).

10. We must receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. It is the greatest experience we can have in 
our walk with God, and it will ensure we are ready to do His work, be His witness, and 
meet Him in the air when He comes back for us.

11. Some people are intimidated to receive the Holy Ghost because they think speaking in 
tongues is scary or strange. 
a. They do not understand how it works, and fear keeps them from receiving it. 
b. Intimidation and fear are the work of the enemy. He knows if he can make people 

afraid of the experience, then he can keep them from receiving God’s Spirit.

12. Speaking in tongues is the sign of the miracle. It is the affirmation that God’s Spirit has 
filled us. We just need to decide to receive the gift of the Holy Ghost; we do not have to 
convince God to give it to us. We simply open up to receive it.
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//////   The Holy Spirit gives new life and hope for eternal life.

LESSON 1.1

RELEASE/// ( 10 MIN )

OPTION 1

1. Stop breathing, just for a minute. Let’s time it. 
It’s hard. Then try ninety seconds instead of sixty 
seconds. That’s harder. 

2. Pneuma is an ancient Greek word for “breath.” 
They used the same word in religious context for 
“spirit,” as in the Holy Spirit or the Holy Ghost. 

3. Do you know what pneumonia is? (Give students 
a chance to answer). Pneumonia affects the 
lungs and a person’s ability breathe. But spiritual 
pneumonia can interfere with the calming, 
comforting spirit of the Holy Ghost. 

4. There is a cure, and it is simple. It involves 
repenting and telling God how sorry we are for 
the sin in our lives and the pain it causes. Today 
is a good day to open the windows of our hearts 
and let in a fresh breath of God’s Spirit, so we can 
breathe deeply again.

OPTION 2

1. During the COVID-19 pandemic, an urban myth 
circulated that alcohol could be used for hand 
sanitizer, but that was bad information. 

2. The Federal Drug Administration keeps a list of 
hand sanitizers to avoid because the sanitizers 
contain fuel grade ethynyl, cancer-causing 
chemicals, or not enough ethanol or isopropyl 
alcohol (rubbing alcohol) to work.
• Misinformation will come our way and be 

offered as a means to find happiness and 
success at school, at work, or in love, but it will 
be bad information, full of side effects that can 
destroy our health, mind, and spirit. 

• Each of us has a chance to start again, with the 
power of the Holy Ghost.

PRAYER///
Jesus, we know You only want good things for us, and Your desire 
for us to be filled with the Holy Ghost is for our good. We know 
we must receive Your Spirit to be born again. We want to open 
ourselves up to that experience. Once we are filled, give us the 
boldness to share the importance of receiving the Spirit with others.

16
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