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Introduction

rarely part of the average North American’s vocabulary. However, its

use has risen steadily, most often in reference to the fastest-growing
segment of the Christian faith. Although it has become much more common
in recent years, it is not a new word. Its roots go back to an ancient Jewish
feast that celebrated the first fruits of the harvest. The Hebrews of antiquity
were primarily an agrarian society and a successful harvest was critical to
their wellbeing. They celebrated God’s blessing and provision for them with
a feast, which fell on the fiftieth day after another important feast day, the
Passover, hence its moniker. But for Christians, Pentecost takes on a differ-
ent meaning. It marks the birthday of the church.

For some people “Pentecostal” is a new word. A century ago it was
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The Bible records the first outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the earliest believ-
ers on the Day of Pentecost. Per the instructions given to them by Jesus just
before His ascension, the disciples—or followers of Jesus—gathered in Je-
rusalem to await the outpouring of the Spirit. Early on the morning of the Day
of Pentecost, the Spirit fell upon 120 believers. The excitement of this experi-
ence spread throughout the crowds gathered from around the Mediterranean
in Jerusalem for the Feast of Pentecost. (See Acts 2.) They were particularly
intrigued by the ecstatic behavior and multiple languages spoken by those
newly filled with the Spirit. When a curious crowd had assembled around the
meeting place of the believers, Peter addressed the gathering to explain the
experiences and actions of what would become known as the church.

These events took place shortly after the crucifixion and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. Not only were the disciples attempting to understand the signifi-
cance of the crucifixion and resurrection, but the broader Jewish population
was also struggling to understand them. Peter associated the experiences
of Pentecost with a prophecy given hundreds of years prior by the Hebrew
prophet Joel. Peter reminded the crowd “this was that spoken by Joel.” This
was the prophesied outpouring of the Spirit and it was for everybody. A sig-
nificant portion of the crowd responded to Peter’s preaching and the church
began to rapidly expand.

The Book of Acts records the experiences and teachings of this new
movement. Because many of the key players of the Acts church were eye-
witnesses to the life and teachings of Jesus, it follows that they would have
the clearest insight into the way in which to worship Jesus. As a result the
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church in Acts should function as a model to follow when attempting to build
a church. However, over the centuries the institutional church lost sight of
the Acts pattern. Just over a hundred years ago, a rising interest in the
restoration of the Acts or apostolic church birthed the modern Pentecostal
movement.

This short volume will serve as an introduction to Pentecostalism. It is di-
vided into three parts. Part | covers four key doctrines of the movement. Part
[l introduces four distinctive practices. And in Part lll, the authors attempt to
share a brief history of the Pentecostal movement and to tell a number of sto-
ries of individual Pentecostals. Take a few moments of your time to learn what
it means to be Pentecostal.



Hob One. of tepmer
Powen pows *

e Reitersrion o leraer
° s sy o ;. "o
0 3 time O bvor 1 hay

© answerenS
08 day of ey v

1 hve hejped
yoy,
/-u/mp...,m.lp. )
3 Covenane 1o cre 7~
10 SLablish the Lamy
2 0 appon

s

TN the desolste herie e
10 the prisones Come our.
0 those WAO e iny darkness Appear B
2ore the wiys N my
on l[l‘hzlﬂlr Ixr:A-hn'l/u:' b thewr s whom 1 by
Pascure,
* the sl nog hunger or thiry
Peither scorcung wind nor sun shall 1
Suike them,
bor he hhu/'u‘/wn N them will leadt 4wy
them,
and by SRS Of Waager will guste bur
- them Beholy
And 1 ull/m.dr.:l/m. mounteny 4 rom s,
road,
“0d rryy Ly shal] be satsed up Ahus
Rehiold, ~ I come o, , Behol
d bepojy these

Z0m the n, wth andg
2 the wyy /
d 1

Tiong
, N g
rhese from the land of 5y,

d 1y 1y
.= 0 they g Wy
/%% O hesvens &
')r-ln/:,
ore,
g

)



ur Beliefs







Our Very Present Help:
God with Us

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today, and forever’
(Hebrews 13:9).

leading proponent of natural theology. He is best known for his

watchmaker analogy in which he compared a watch found on the
side of the road to the physical world. Paley insisted that no one would
doubt the watch had a maker. He then argued that the world is much
more complex and therefore must have a designer. Paley understood that
designer to be God. He went on to suggest that the way we gain insight
into this God is by studying the world He designed. This is sometimes
called natural theology.

Eighteenth—century Christian philosopher William Paley was a
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