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A Preview of
Summer 2021

God’s Masterpiece   
Art Studio
Green leaves, purple flowers, red ladybugs, blue skies, yellow 
sunrises, and orange sunsets—these and many more are the colors 
of summer. The great Creator has painted a colorful masterpiece 
across the canvas of our world. This quarter, invite students to share 
in the awe and wonder of Jesus, not only in their world but in their 
lives. Jesus has painted their hearts with stunning strokes of hope 
and love. Their worship and prayer are the canvas for His power and 
faith, and their souls are being sculpted through God’s saving grace 
and living Word. This summer, help paint a picture for your students 
of how they are God’s greatest masterpieces.

Visit our website mid-April to download the theme preview.

https://pentecostalpublishing.com/lessonthemes
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1. Jesus Speaks to John (Seeing Heaven)
2. Letter to Ephesus (Loving Jesus)
3. Letter to Smyrna (Having Faith)
4. Letter to Pergamos (Doing Right)
5. Jesus Is Alive (Celebrating Easter)

Unit 2: Letters to the Seven Churches (Part 2)
6. Letter to Thyatira (Working and Waiting)
7. Letter to Sardis (Watching and Waiting)
8. Letter to Philadelphia (Growing Strong)
9. Letter to Laodicea (Making Friends)

Unit 3: Major Promises from Minor Prophets
10. The Book of Amos (Obeying)
11. The Book of Jonah (Forgiving)
12. The Book of Obadiah (Seeking)

Review
13. God Speaks to His People (Listening)
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Spring 2021

God Speaks to His People  
Under the Sea
The ocean is beautiful. Its salty blue water dances in the sunlight, 
and its rolling waves race to the sandy shore where they collide 
with a foamy white crash. For all the wonder the sea conjures from 
its surface, it is nothing compared to the splendor revealed to 
those who dare to dive into its watery depths. This could very well
describe God and the way He reveals His goodness and His glory to 
those who dive into His Word. 

Toddlers are just beginning their expedition into the vast ocean 
of God and the Bible. Join us this quarter as we get our toes wet
in Revelation and the Minor Prophets. John will give students a 
glimpse of the beautiful treasure called Heaven. Students will wade 
into teachings about the special relationship God has with His
people, and prophets of old will teach students how to stay afloat in 
this big world.

Don’t miss this one-of-a-kind dive into God’s Word. See you this spring. 

Visit our website mid-December to download the theme preview.

https://pentecostalpublishing.com/lessonthemes
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Collecting Treasures 
& Making Memories

Editorial by Shannon Wilpitz

Think of the last time you viewed the ocean—and not from a computer screen . I mean the damp-sand-squishing-
between-your-toes, sticky-sea-salt-air-whipping-your-hair-around-your-face, and sound-of-crashing-waves-
rolling-through-your-entire-body kind of view . Now that you are back there, what color is the water? Is it a 
crystal blue, a sea green, or a murky shade of brown? Are the waves rolling and building to a sea foam crest, 
or is it a calm day with ripples dancing on the water’s surface? Take a moment to let your mind wander down 
the shoreline . Stop and pick up a shell . Is there a hermit crab inside? Will you take home the shell as your 
souvenir or will you toss it back to the ocean?

We could go on with this relaxing exercise and turn this brief departure from reality into a full-blown daydream . 
The beach and the ocean can be quite relaxing, refreshing, and rejuvenating . However, when we look out 
across the vast expanse of sand and water, we have only begun to experience all the wonder it holds . If we 
broke the surface to dive into the depths of the ocean, a world of beauty, wonder, and mystery awaits those 
who take the plunge . Some people have had the privilege of experiencing that watery wonderland firsthand 
through snorkeling and scuba diving . Thankfully through pictures, videos, and testimonials, they have shared 
their experience with those of us who have not yet taken the plunge .

This quarter, toddlers will visit the ocean of God’s Word, as you lead the adventure . These little ones will 
keep their feet firmly planted on the shore, but they will still be able to get their toes wet . With your steady 
guidance, they can wade deeper into the beautiful wonders of the Bible . Do not worry about the mysteries 
they cannot yet grasp . Like the seashells sprinkled along the shoreline, there are many important truths your 
students will be able pick up, take home, and treasure for years to come . Enjoy this spring’s Under the Sea 
décor, but more importantly, enjoy spending time in the Book of Revelation and the Minor Prophets . Treasure 
the opportunity to be, possibly, the first person to introduce these passages to your students . Hopefully you 
will remember the view of smiling faces and the sound of little giggles for years to come . And when you take 
a moment to let your mind wander down the shoreline of your days as a teacher, you will discover you have 
collected memories like treasures . Make some memories this quarter .
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COMING FALL 2021
A WHOLE-CHURCH SOLUTION FOR MAKING

APOSTOLIC DISCIPLES OF ALL AGES
This new curriculum equips believers  
to engage with Scripture and connect  

with God’s presence for ongoing  
spiritual transformation.

For more information visit
godswordforlife.faith/preview

WORD
GODS

FOR LIFE
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The ocean is beautiful . Its salty blue water dances in the sunlight, and its rolling waves 
race to the sandy shore, where they collide with a foamy white crash . For all the wonder 
the sea conjures from its surface, nothing compares to the splendor revealed to those 
who dare to dive into its watery depths . This could very well describe God and the way He 
reveals His goodness and His glory to those who dive into His Word . 

Toddlers are just beginning their expedition into the vast ocean of God and the Bible . This 
quarter, we will get our toes wet in the Book of Revelation and the Minor Prophets . John 
will give students a glimpse of the beautiful treasure called Heaven . Students will wade 
into teachings about the special relationship God has with His people, and prophets of 
old will teach students how to stay afloat in this big world .

This will be a one-of-a-kind dive into God’s Word, so let’s jump right in .

BASIC TODDLER DÉCOR GUIDELINES
Use the following ideas and the provided classroom décor art  as starting points for 
creative inspiration and general guides for decorating . Visit Pinterest and other websites 
for additional décor ideas . 

Need more inspiration? Visit the “Word Aflame Toddler Curriculum Teachers” Facebook 
group, as well as the Facebook groups for the other children’s levels to see other 
interpretations of the décor . 

• Keep the décor toddler-friendly . If you do not want it touched—and possibly 
destroyed—then laminate it or do not use it . 

• Avoid using sharp objects (e .g ., pins, tacks, staples) or anything small that could be 
harmful in tiny hands and mouths . 

• Are there any choking hazards in your classroom? If it can fit through a paper-towel 
tube, it can fit in a toddler’s throat .

• Mount things at toddlers’ eye level . Anything higher than the writing board should 
simply be for show, not for interaction or teaching . No one likes looking up all the 
time, so let your toddlers experience the decorations, as well as the MW posters (trp) 
and Bible art pictures (trp), on their level .

UNDER THE SEA DÉCOR
This quarter, transform your classroom into an underwater adventure, complete with 
beach scene and ocean creatures swimming at students’ eye level . Use the following 
ideas and the provided classroom décor art  as starting points for creative inspiration 
and general guides for decorating . 

Wall 1: Teaching Time
This wall includes the writing board, attendance charts (ap) , and memory charts (ap)  .  
Make this the least decorated wall, so you can keep students’ attention on your teaching 
visuals when you present them during Bible story time . 

Print each Bible art picture  via 
the downloadable resources link, 
saving the nicer enamel prints (trp) 
for the lesson and review. Mount the 
printed versions (whether on paper 
or cardstock) to the wall each week as 
they are used.

Also note that the back of each Bible 
art (trp)  contains a line art version 
that can be used as a coloring page.

CLASSROOM DÉCOR
UNDER THE SEA

Explaining  
Our Acronyms  
and Symbols

  trp =  Teacher’s Resource 
Packet

  tm =  Teacher’s Manual

  ap = Activity Paper 

   =  Downloadable digital 
resource using code on TRP 
instruction sheet

 MW = Memory Work

  HC = Home Connection

  BP = Bible Point

  LA = Life Application
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Walls 2 and 3: Ocean Scenes
Cover the walls with light blue butcher paper . Crumple brown butcher paper and place it 
along the bottom to represent the sandy ocean floor . Cut wavy strips from green butcher 
paper for tall kelp . Arrange some in clumps along the bottom and up the corners of the 
walls . Use the classroom décor art  to add a few sea formations and some sea life, but 
leave open areas so students can add ocean animals throughout the quarter .

Wall 4: Beach Scene
Create a beach scene with a purchased backdrop or with classroom décor art  . For sky, 
cover the top half of the wall in cloud butcher paper . For beach, cover the bottom half with 
light brown butcher paper . For ocean waves, crumple light blue butcher paper and staple 
it where the sky and beach meet . Using classroom décor art , cut out sandcastles, sand 
pails, and beach ball shapes from foam board and add them to the beach . Add palm trees 
in the corners .

3-D Opportunity: Crumple the brown butcher paper to add texture . Use spray adhesive on 
the foam-board castles and dust them with real sand, or spray-paint them with textured 
spray paint to simulate sand and grit . Put a sandbox near this wall and provide time in 
class for students to build sandcastles and fill sand pails . Add a discovery box of items 
found on a beach . Use a large beach umbrella and beach chairs or beach towels to make 
a reading nook .

Offering
Create or purchase a miniature treasure chest to serve as an offering container . Encourage 
students to bring their treasures to give to Jesus .

Teacher’s Manual
This curriculum is Bible-based and written on a developmentally appropriate level for 
students ranging from two to three years of age . All activities and questions are written with 
the five areas of child development in mind: physical, social, emotional, cognitive, and 
spiritual . Each lesson presents a variety of interactions and experiences, or opportunities, 
from which you can choose to create a teaching strategy based on the ages and stages of 
your students . 

Look for the following opportunities within each lesson:

Curiosity Opportunities: Young children are curious about their world . We have the 
privilege of not only stimulating their curiosity about the world around them, but also 
about their God who made the world .

Sensory Opportunities: Even in church settings, toddlers learn through all their senses . 
Bible stories and lessons come alive through sensations of touch, sound, smell, taste, 
and sight . 

If you cannot decorate entire walls, 
each of these wall ideas can be 
reproduced on a small scale to fit a 
bulletin board.

Allergy Alert
Hopefully you are using the Child 
Information Form , asking all 
parents or guardians to fill one out 
before they leave a child in your 
care. Be especially aware of any 
food allergies. This quarter calls for 
many different types of snacks, so be 
prepared to provide alternatives for 
those students who may have allergies 
to any of them.

     Looking Ahead
Check all your lesson title pages (like page 8) now to see what supplies need to be gathered . Designate what 
activities require multiple copies, cutouts, or unusual supplies .

• Always create a sample of every craft activity .
• Always practice object lessons well before class to make sure your methods provide the desired result .

Before the quarter begins, tear apart the activity papers and sort the papers by lesson for easier distribution each 
week . Set apart the cover of the activity paper to send home with children in week 1 . This will provide families with 
a copy of the unit memory posters for at-home study . Order one activity paper per student, with a few extras for 
guests and for growth .

Take Advantage of the Digital Resources
If you occasionally loan out your teacher’s manual or accidentally leave it at church, don’t panic . Before the quarter 
begins, follow the process at the bottom of page 2 to download a digital version of the manual and lessons . 

NOTE: Some smartphones will not open zip files but will open PDFs . Save the zip files to your computer and then 
send the PDF to your phone .
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Literacy Opportunities: Story time is a foundational area of learning . Fostering a love for 
picture books now will only help foster a love for the Good Book later . 

Music Opportunities: Music is a necessary part of an enjoyable classroom experience 
and emerging worship experience . Use music to accomplish specific tasks, such as 
identifying transitions, working out the wiggles, and changing the atmosphere .

Pretend Opportunities: Toddlers love to play with dolls, stuffed animals, oversized 
clothing, real-life cookware, and anything else associated with “big people .” Role play 
is a great tool for assessing students’ interpretation of the lesson and growing student 
interactions .

Construction Opportunities: When toddlers build, tear down, and then build again, they 
make connections which lead to an understanding of how parts fit together to form a 
whole . These discoveries facilitate future perceptions of themselves as part of a whole, 
including their part in the body of Christ .

Art Opportunities: For toddlers, art is more about experience than end product . Allow 
students to enjoy moments of artistic expression as they learn about God, His story, 
and His creations through creations of their own .

Movement Opportunities: When it comes to gross and fine motor skills, young children 
are constantly learning, growing, and re-mastering . This upward spiral of development 
pertains to both their physical and spiritual development . 

Family Participation Opportunities: Each lesson ends with a few suggested methods 
to connect the lesson to the home . The Home Connection take-home piece (trp)  
provides a unit overview, laying out each lesson’s biblical text, Bible Point, and Life 
Application, as well as suggesting a fun family activity to further stimulate discussion . 
Please note that all children’s levels are included on one sheet, making it easy for 
parents of children across multiple age or grade levels to discuss the day’s lesson . In 
addition, we have provided a great weekly devotional  to give to parents, or they can 
download it by going to the URL address at the top of each activity paper .

In the lessons, look for bold type to show words, dialogue, and questions you may want 
to use . Please let us know how the updated lesson format and the developmentally 
enhanced activities work for you . Our goal is to help you help your students .

Digital Curriculum: If you purchased your curriculum through the PPH website, the 
purchaser’s email should have received a message with instructions on how to easily 
download the digital material . In addition, both the teacher’s manual and the teacher’s 
resource packet (trp) are available through access codes .

See page 2 for instructions on how to digitally download the teacher’s manual as PDF 
and Word documents . Study each lesson on the go using your favorite handheld device 
(like an iPad) by opening the PDF using a reader like Adobe Acrobat . Personally craft the 
material to suit your particular interests and needs by editing the DOC files using a word 
processor like Microsoft Word . 

Note that children cannot filter out 
background noise as easily as adults, 
so avoid constant background music.

Maintain a prop box with a variety of 
dolls, stuffed animals, dress-up clothes, 
real-life cookware, table settings, and 
so on. Rotate items periodically to keep 
them fresh and exciting; remember 
to clean them regularly to maintain a 
healthy environment.

     What Is in the TRP Digital Downloads?
In addition to visuals and helps for each lesson, the TRP has a “General Item” folder that contains the following:

• Attendance Beach Stickers
• Attendance Chart
• Bible Art
• Bible Art Coloring Pages
• Child Information Form
• Classroom Décor Art 
• Digital Postcards
• Home Connection Calendars 

• Home Connection Devotionals
• Memory Chart 
• Memory Sea Stickers
• Spiritual IEP
• Teacher Training: “Creating Kid 

Friendly Environments”
• Unit Memory Work Handouts

Lessons 1 and 6 also have sound effects and videos available to assist you in the lesson . To download your digital 
resources, look for the code on the back of the TRP cover sheet .
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Activity Paper
Order one activity paper per student, with a few extras for growth and potential guests . The 
activity paper offers two activities to be used as an integral part of each week’s lesson .

Memory Work Feature: Unit memory posters are printed on the back of the activity paper 
cover . Send this cover page home with parents the first week .

Memory Charts: A memory chart is provided near the back of the activity paper . A digital 
version  is also available for printing extra copies . Each week after memory work, 
whether you teach the Bible Verse or Bible Words, students add a memory sea sticker (trp) 

 to their memory charts next to that unit’s memory work poster .

Attendance Charts: Near the back of the activity paper is an attendance tracking page . 
A digital version  is also available for printing extra copies . For each class students 
attend, they add an attendance beach sticker (trp)  to the beach scene on their 
attendance charts

Home Connection: If you do not have time or resources to print copies of the Home 
Connection HC calendar (trp)  and devotional  to send home with students, direct 
parents to the URL address on each activity paper (http://pentecostalpublishing .com/
homeconnection) .
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Unit 1
Letters to the Seven Churches  
(Part 1)

Unit Bible Verse
“I am Alpha and Omega, the first 
and the last” (Revelation 1:11).

Unit Bible Words
Jesus is the first and the last.

Scripture Text
Revelation 1:4–18; 4

Bible Point
Jesus speaks to us.

Life Application
I listen to Jesus.

CORE SUPPLIES
Excite and Engage

Welcome: From the General Items digital resources, download the ocean sounds  and prepare to 
play them in class. This sound effect will be used throughout the quarter. 

 If you did not create ocean scene walls for room décor, attach a blue tablecloth to a wall to look 
like an ocean. Copy and cut out a fish  for each student. Students will need crayons.
Offering container, attendance charts (ap) , attendance beach stickers (trp) , tape or stapler

Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 1), crayons
Opening Activity: Download the ocean animals sounds  and prepare to play them in class.

Relate and Receive
Access Prior Experience: Gather a variety of birthday cards.
Bible Lesson: Cut apart the “John’s Vision” pictures (trp) .  Since it will be used in the first 8 lessons, 

consider laminating the Bible art of “Jesus and John.” You will also need a Bible. 

Apply and Act
Life Application: Cut gold and silver tissue paper into small squares. In addition to the activity papers 

(page 2), students will also need art supplies (e.g., crayons, washable markers, glue, large plastic 
gems, cotton balls).

Prayer: No supplies needed
Snack Break: Purchase colorful fruits to make a rainbow fruit salad (e.g., blueberries, strawberries, 

green grapes, pineapple chunks, peeled apple chunks). Place whipped topping into a large 
mixing bowl.
Mixing spoon, small snack cups, plastic spoons, water, napkins, drinking cups, damp cleaning 
cloths

Home Connection: Separate the activity paper covers (ap) to send home. Prepare child information 
forms  for parents to fill out as they drop off or pick up their children.

 Unit 1 HC calendar (trp) , the lesson 1 HC devotion 

EXPANDED SUPPLIES
Worship and the Word

Worship: Provide various children’s instruments. 
Suggested songs: “Let Everything That Has Breath” by Integrity Kids, “Sing unto the Lord” by 
Integrity Kids, “Clap Your Hands” by Integrity Kids

Memory Work: Bible, unit 1 MW poster (trp), memory charts (ap) , memory sea stickers (trp) 

Reinforce and Review
Option 1: Make a “throne” by covering a chair in gold or shiny material. Provide the following props 

to help students act out the different things John saw in his vision: flashlight(s), pot and mixing 
spoon, crowns (1 per student—could be paper crowns), white robe(s), mask(s) (lion, cow, or eagle), 
and rainbow streamer (see Option 3).

Option 2: Blocks, toy people and animals
Option 3: For each student, cut a length of dowel rod or use an unsharpened pencil. Cut lengths of 

rainbow colored streamers (1 of each color per student). You will also need tape. Follow the 
directions on page 13 to make a sample rainbow streamer.

Option 4: Upbeat worship music, slow lullaby

JESUS SPEAKS THROUGH JOHN
March 7

2021

1
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 CORE (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)

EXCITE AND ENGAGE
Welcome: Under the Sea

Play the ocean sounds  as students arrive . Collect the offering and let students add 
a beach sticker (trp)  to their attendance charts (ap)  . Invite students into the newly 
decorated room and point out the décor changes .

Show the ocean wall(s) . Where are all the fish? I think we need to add some. Distribute 
fish cutouts  and crayons . Let students color the fish . Then tape (or staple) them to the 
ocean wall .

Teach a personalized version of the Bible Point with motions, repeating until students are 
comfortable with it .

Jesus (point up)
speaks (cup hands around mouth)
to me. (point to self )

Activity Paper: Jesus and John
Distribute activity papers (page 1) and crayons . Who is speaking 
to John? . . . It is Jesus. John was Jesus’ friend. John loved Jesus, 
and Jesus loved John. Students may color the picture .

Opening Activity: Turn on Listening Ears
We heard ocean waves when we first came into the classroom. Now I have some different 
animal sounds I want you to hear. Who can turn on their listening ears? Show students 
how to pretend to turn on their ears . Listen carefully to each sound. Play animal sounds 
one by one . After each sound, ask students what they think it is . Answers are in the margin .

You are good listeners. What do we use to listen? . . . Our ears.

How do we listen to Jesus? Talk with students about reading the Bible and praying . These 
are ways Jesus speaks to us. Jesus wants us to listen to Him. Jesus likes when we read 
the Bible and pray.

Word Aflame Toddler • Lesson 1 • Fish • ©2021 PPH

The opening activity presents an 
opportunity for toddlers to interact with 
their environment and each other. It 
helps visiting students become more at 
ease with new surroundings and new 
friends. This activity keeps learning fun 
and exciting, just the way toddlers like 
it, and it prepares students for the Bible 
lesson and life application to come.

Ocean Animals Sounds
Dolphin
Seal
Otter
Whale

Manatee
Sea Lion
Walrus

     Teacher Devotional
Read Revelation 1:4–18 . Prayerfully consider what this passage says:

About God
From Heaven, Jesus speaks to His church to let us know He is with us and in control of everything that affects 
us . Revelation opens with words of majesty and comfort from God to His people . He is Alpha and Omega, 
and He will make sure everything works out to our benefit . His faithfulness continues to speak to us from 
Heaven today .

To You as a Teacher
We are called to obey God’s Word with awe and wonder . If you’ve journaled about your Christian journey, 
look back over your writings . Has God been faithful? As you leaf through its pages, experience His faithful 
presence as you remember the valleys and victories of your journey . Even today, God is speaking to us to let 
us know He is in complete control .

To Your Students
Toddlers can understand the concept of one person speaking through another . For example, Mommy tells 
the child that Grandma says, “I miss you and hope to see you soon .” The teacher tells the student, “Daddy 
said he is on his way, so pick up the toys .” Pastor tells the child, “Jesus wants you to know He loves you .” 
Jesus spoke to the church through John . The letters John wrote are really messages to us from Jesus . Using the 
concept of actual mail and mailboxes, introduce students to the seven letters in the Book of Revelation . They 
are for us too .
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RELATE AND RECEIVE
Access Prior Experience: Birthday Cards 

Show students the birthday cards . Allow them to touch, open, and “read” them .

• Have you ever received a birthday card? What did your card look like? Did it have 
balloons on it or a cake or a puppy?

• Who sends you birthday cards?

When people want to send a message like “Happy Birthday,” sometimes they write it 
down in a card and send it in the mail. 

Did you know Jesus sent a message to people? Jesus had His friend John write letters and 
send them in the mail just like a birthday card.

Bible Lesson: Jesus Speaks through John (Revelation 1:4–18; 4)
Show students where the Book of Revelation is in the Bible . Our story comes from the 
Bible. It is about a man named John. John was Jesus’ friend. John loved Jesus, and Jesus 
loved John. Show the “Jesus and John” Bible art (trp)  . 

One time, Jesus gave John a vision. A vision is like a dream. Have you ever had a dream?

Picture 1: In John’s dream he saw a door opened in Heaven. 
John heard a loud voice. The voice was not a mean voice. 
The voice was powerful, like a king’s voice. The voice said, 
“Come here.” Have students help you repeat those words 
with loud voices . 

Picture 2: John walked through 
the door and saw a throne. He saw 
someone sitting on the throne. John 

said the one sitting on the throne was beautiful. He looked to be 
covered in beautiful green and red gems. Those are the prettiest 
kind of rocks. 

Picture 3: Guess what John saw over 
the throne? . . . A beautiful rainbow. 
Have you ever seen a rainbow in the sky?

Picture 4: John saw people 
around the throne. He 
counted the people. 
There were twenty-four 
elders. Elders are like 

grandparents. Name some elders in your church . The 
elders around the throne loved Jesus. They wore white 
clothes and crowns. They were sitting around the throne 
when all of the sudden lightning flashed. Then John 
heard thunder. Have students make thunder sounds .

Picture 5: John saw something else in his dream. John saw 
seven pretty lamps. Have students count the lamps with 
you . He also saw a pretty sea of water that was so clear 
and calm, it looked like glass. 

Picture 6: Then John saw 
four living things. Point 
to each thing as you talk 
about it . 

• One looked like a lion. What does a lion say? Roar 
like a lion with students . 
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• One looked like a cow. What does a cow say? Moo like a cow with students . 

• One looked like a man. Have students wave hello to the man in the picture . 

• The last one was a flying eagle. Have students put their arms out and pretend to fly . 

All of these living things worshiped Jesus. They said, “Holy, holy, holy.” Students repeat. 

Picture 7: Every time they said, “Holy, holy, holy,” the 
elders worshiped Jesus and threw their crowns at the foot 
of the throne. 

John was excited. Jesus told him to write down what he 
saw. Jesus wanted John to tell others what he saw; that is 
why I am telling you what John saw. Jesus talked to John 
just like I am talking to you; John listened to Jesus just like 
you are listening to me.

Choose a few simple questions from the suggestions in the margin to reinforce the Bible 
story in students’ minds .

APPLY AND ACT
Life Application: I listen to Jesus .

Distribute activity papers (page 2) . Show the picture of what John saw . Present students 
with the art supplies and help them decorate the heavenly scene . As students work, 
remind them of what John described . 

John knew what Heaven looked like because he listened to Jesus. Do you listen to Jesus 
too? . . . Say, “I listen to Jesus.”

Prayer: Listening to Jesus
Jesus talked to John, and Jesus wants to talk to us. We can talk to Jesus when we pray, 
and we can listen for Jesus when we pray. Lead students in this prayer .

Thank You, Jesus, . . . for talking to me.
It makes me happy . . . to talk to You.
Please help me listen . . . to You every day.
In Jesus’ name, amen.

Snack Break: Rainbow Snack 
Have students prepare for snack . Show students the colorful fruit salad and the “cloud” 
in the bowl . 

• Ask students to name the colors and the fruits as you put them in the “cloud” bowl . 

Mix and scoop the rainbow snack into small cups for students . Look how pretty your 
snack is. Let’s pray and thank God for making pretty fruit for us. Lead students in a prayer 
of thanks for the snack . 

Take a bite and tell me what the rainbow tastes like. As students eat, talk about what 
John saw in his vision of Heaven . 

Home Connection
• Send home a copy of the unit 1 HC calendar (trp)  with each student .

• Send home a copy of the lesson 1 HC devotion  with each student, or show parents 
the URL on the back of the activity paper so they can download it at home .

• Send home the cover of the activity paper with each student . Show parents that the 
back contains the memory work posters for the quarter .

• To establish a home connection throughout the quarter, use the child information 
form  to get contact information from parents as they pick up or drop off their child . 

• What did John see in his vision? 
Heaven, throne, animals, rainbow, 
lightning, and so on

• What did John hear in his vision? 
Lightning, worshiping, and so on

• Who gave John this vision of 
Heaven? Jesus

Toddlers enjoy helping. Snack time 
is a wonderful opportunity to assign 
students special tasks. Ask helpers to 
set out napkins, cups of snacks, and 
cups of water. When finished eating, 
encourage students to help clean up, 
giving some damp cloths to wipe the 
table and chairs.
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 EXPANDED (designed to supplement a teaching period over 45 minutes)

WORSHIP AND THE WORD
Worship

Distribute instruments and encourage students to play and worship with the suggested songs . 

• “Let Everything That Has Breath” by Integrity Kids

• “Sing unto the Lord” by Integrity Kids

• “Clap Your Hands” by Integrity Kids

What did the elders do around the throne? . . . They worshiped God. You just worshiped 
God too.

Memory Work: Revelation 1:11
Unit 1 Bible Verse: “I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last” (Revelation 1:11) .

Using the unit 1 MW poster (trp), show the Bible Verse . Point at each word, including the 
reference, as you read it and have students repeat after you . 

Jesus is Alpha (that means first), and He is Omega (that means last). Have students 
pronounce Alpha and Omega several times, varying the volume . Jesus is the Alpha and 
Omega, the first and the last. 

Line up students . Point at the first and last students in line . Each time the Memory 
Verse is repeated, the first student moves to the end of the line and becomes the last . 
(Student’s name) was first and now is last. Continue repeating the Bible Verse and 
moving students from first to last .

Unit 1 Bible Words: Jesus is the first and the last .
Using the unit 1 MW poster (trp), show the Bible Words . Point at each word as you read it 
and have students repeat after you . 

Line up students . Point at the first and last students in line . Each time the Memory 
Words are repeated, the first student moves to the end of the line and becomes the last . 
(Student’s name) was first and now is last. Continue repeating the Bible Words and 
moving students from first to last .

At the completion of either method, 
allow participating students to add a sea 
sticker (trp)  to their memory charts 
(ap) . 

“I am Alpha and Omega,  
the first and the last.”

– Revelation 1:11

Jesus is the first and the last.
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REINFORCE AND REVIEW
Option 1: Acting Out John’s Vision 

Place the prepared “throne” in the center of the room . Around the throne place the 
flashlight(s), pot and mixing spoon, crowns, white robe(s), mask(s), and rainbow streamer . 
Show students how to make lightning with the flashlight and thunder with the pot and spoon . 

Remind students of the Bible story . Help them act it out with the props . Remind them to 
stop and say, “Holy, holy, holy .”

Option 2: Building Heaven 
Place blocks on the floor and encourage students to build what they think Heaven will 
look like . Help them build houses, roads, and a throne . Use the people and animals to 
remind students of the Bible story and what John saw .

Option 3: Rainbow Streamers 
Give each student a dowel rod or an unsharpened pencil . Set the streamers out by color . 
What did John see over the throne in Heaven? . . . A rainbow. We are going to make 
rainbow streamers. 

Name each color as you hand the streamers to students . Gather the ends of the streamers 
and securely tape them around the end of each rod . 

Using your sample streamer, show students how to wave their rainbows in the air and say, 
“Holy, holy, holy .” 

Option 4: Listen to the Music
Ask students to spread out throughout the room . Play the upbeat music for them, and 
then play the lullaby . For this game you will jump around and praise God when you hear 
the worship music. When the music changes and you hear the lullaby, you should lay 
down and pretend to sleep. 

As students play, congratulate them on good listening . You listened for the music just like 
we listen for Jesus to speak to us. 

This section offers a collection of 
lesson-related activity options to 
drive home the Bible Point and Life 
Application. Select the ones that best 
fit with your group and setting.
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