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2 GOD’S WORD FOR LIFE

SERIES 1: IN THE BEGINNING

WHERE DO WE BEGIN?///
Throughout the work of Creation and into the Garden of Eden with 
Adam and Eve, we see that God desires a close relationship with 
His creation. He put so much detail and care into not only creating 
humanity, but also in creating the world that we would live in and enjoy. 
He showed through nature that He cares about the smallest of details, 
resulting in order and structure. He is an intentional God. 

Knowing this truth can enhance our perspective on our relationship with 
God. Instead of just thinking of Him as a distant, uncaring God, Creation 
proves that He is close and concerned about everything we do and 
everything that happens to us. The Bible says that if He cares that birds 
are fed, how much more important are we to God than birds that He 
would care about us? (Matthew 6:25–26). He wants us to know that we 
do not have to worry because He is close and He cares.

TRUTH ABOUT GOD///
God desires to have a relationship with humanity.

CREATION  
OF THE WORLD

2 GOD’S WORD FOR LIFE

SERIES AIM 
God was intentional 
about His creation and 
the purpose it would 
serve, and the same 
can be said for the 
way He created you 
and me. God loves us 
and made us to thrive 
and live according to 
His perfect will.

BIBLICAL PASSAGE 
Genesis 2:1–9, 18–25

LESSON BIG IDEA 
I will develop a 
fulfilling relationship 
with God.

1.1
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2 GOD’S WORD FOR LIFE GOD’S WORD FOR LIFE  3

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?///
The following questions, devotions, and action points can be used any way that you feel 
comfortable. We suggest that you use a journal, your notes app on your phone, or even the spaces 
provided in this daily devotional book to take notes, write answers, and make lists. The purpose of 
this resource is simply to give you a space to interact with the Word of God and reflect on what 
you learn from that experience.

///  Have you felt Jesus this week? When?

///  What is it like to hear the voice of God?

///  What kind of things might be preventing you from hearing God 
speak to you?

///  What is God’s will for your life this week, and who is He asking 
you to reach?

CREATION OF THE WORLD
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4 GOD’S WORD FOR LIFE///

DAILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE///
CREATED FOR A PURPOSE

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 6

Read Psalm 23. 
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth 
me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for 
his name's sake.

Psalm 23 is a constant reminder of God’s unchanging feelings toward us. He is our shepherd, 
protector, and healer. God created us, not so that we would have hard and painful lives, but for the 
purpose of cultivating a beautiful life with Him here on Earth. Sometimes it feels like life is more 
challenging than it is enjoyable, but the psalmist is telling us that, in those moments, if we seek 
God, He will show us how we can find peace and joy in the pain around us. A life in relationship 
with God is a blessed life; we just need to take time to meet with Him.

Jr. High ///  Make a list of some words and phrases that describe God.

Sr. High ///  Make a list of some difficult things you have been going through that 
you need God’s help with.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7

Read Genesis 2:8. 
And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he 
had formed.

At a glance, this verse seems to be just a statement of fact. God put a man in a garden that 
He planted. But if we think about it critically, we gain deeper understanding of God’s intention 
for His creation. Adam was not created and then dropped into a desert; he wasn’t created 
and placed in a stark, empty space. Adam was made by God and placed in a position where 
God knew Adam would grow and thrive. When you think of where you are in life and what you 
have, just remember that He has given you everything you need to thrive, so long as you stay 
connected to Him and His plan. 

Jr. High ///  Think about why God has placed you in your specific town, church, or 
school.

Sr. High ///  Write down what you’re doing to follow God’s plan and help the Kingdom.

LESSON 1.1
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4 GOD’S WORD FOR LIFE GOD’S WORD FOR LIFE  5

CREATED FOR A PURPOSE
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8

Read Genesis 1:28. 
And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, 
and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over 
every living thing that moveth upon the earth.

What a wonderful verse! God’s intentions for you and me are on full display. God was telling 
Adam and Eve that He wanted them to live fulfilling lives. So many times we are convinced that in 
following God’s will for our lives, we won’t enjoy ourselves and that we won’t get to do the things 
we want to do. But God is clear in this verse that His will for our lives will be exciting and fulfilling; 
He will give us the joys of love, family, and purpose. We are children of God, and it is in that 
identity that God has given us great power and the ability to make the most of this life.

Jr. High ///  What are some things you enjoy doing that either give God praise or 
allow you to see God’s creation?

Sr. High ///  Why is it important to know who you are before you choose your job, 
spouse, and so on?

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 9

Read Genesis 3:6–21. 
Unto Adam also and to his wife did the Lord God make coats of skins, and clothed them.

We find Adam and Eve in a very bad place in this passage: defeated and covered in the shame of 
the very first sin. They had no defense for what they had done, and they were punished for their 
disobedience. But in all of this, we find a ray of hope in the way that God dealt with them. God could 
have killed them, perhaps should have killed them, but instead He spared their lives and even gave them 
clothing so that they would not be unclothed, cold, and ashamed. Even in our mistakes, God has mercy 
on us and provides us the very things we need to survive the situation that we caused. Even when we fail 
Him, God still loves us.

Jr. High ///   Write on a note card or piece of paper about all the things that God 
has given you or your family.

Sr. High ///  Think of a time God gave you exactly what you needed exactly when 
you needed it. What is it like to know that God is looking out for you?

CREATION OF THE WORLD
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6 GOD’S WORD FOR LIFE///

CREATED FOR A PURPOSE
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10

Read Genesis 2:18. 
And the Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet 
for him.

God saw Adam’s needs even before Adam knew them. This should be a comforting reminder for us, 
especially when life doesn’t work out exactly how we think it should. Maybe we didn’t get to go on 
that cool summer trip, maybe our crush didn’t text us back, or maybe we just feel like life isn’t giving 
us any breaks lately. The truth is, maybe we didn’t get that job because it would have been a bad 
environment, and maybe our crush just wasn’t a good fit. Life is full of maybes, but only God knows 
for certain exactly what we need. The great news is, that He wants to give us everything we need for 
a better life.

Jr. High ///  Think about a time that you found or were given something without 
you having to ask for it.

Sr. High ///  Have you ever dealt with a breakup, not getting a job, or missing out 
on something you thought you needed and deserved? Write down 
some questions you had in that disappointment.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11

Read Genesis 3:22–24. 
And the Lord God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest 
he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever:

This passage marks a really important moment—the moment God made it clear that humanity 
had gained understanding of what is good and what is evil. Suddenly, Adam and Eve—and us now 
by extension—didn’t have the excuse anymore that they didn’t know what they were doing was 
wrong. But just as important is God’s concern that Adam and Eve would eat of the tree of life and 
live forever in their sinful and separated state. Just as Jesus made a plan for Adam and Eve, now 
Jesus provides us with everlasting life. We no longer have to live in a sinful state, separated from 
Him because we can respond to Jesus’ gracious plan of salvation. The beautiful thing with God is 
even when we fail Him and suffer the consequences, He often provides us with the solution to our 
consequences before we can even ask for help. If we will follow Jesus and obey His commands, we 
can—find happiness in eternal life with Him.

Jr. High ///  Write what you think eternal life will be like. Ask a parent, guardian, or 
teacher if you need help.

Sr. High ///  Write down who you are most looking forward to meeting in eternity. 
Also, list some questions or topics that you would ask about if you 
were to meet that person.

LESSON 1.1
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NOTES///

GOD’S WORD FOR LIFE  7

CREATION OF THE WORLD
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8 GOD’S WORD FOR LIFE

WHERE DO WE BEGIN?///
Paul gave a clue as how to live a consistent life that will always move 
toward God and His ways. In Galatians 5:24 Paul said that those 
belonging to Christ “have crucified the flesh.” Obviously, we see it is not 
a physical death, but spiritual. Going back to the Old Testament example 
of the physical sacrifice on the altar, we see the parallel that repentance 
is a form of death. We kill our flesh (our selfish human nature), tell it 
"no," and willingly choose God’s way. In light of this concept, we have to 
take action, as Paul made so vivid, and repent every day. Repentance is a 
vital part of a daily walk that leads us into God’s presence and His ways. 

We should try to be consistent every single day. Repentance, prayer, and 
the reading of the Word of God help us to combat our flesh (our natural 
tendency to sin). If we regularly do these things, they will help us live 
life that are free from the many distractions and temptations that would 
otherwise cause us major problems.

SERIES 1: IN THE BEGINNING

SERIES AIM 
God was intentional 
about His creation and 
the purpose it would 
serve, and the same 
can be said for the 
way He created you 
and me. God loves us 
and made us to thrive 
and live according to 
His perfect will.

BIBLICAL PASSAGE 
Genesis 3:1–24

LESSON BIG IDEA 
I will cultivate a 
lifestyle of daily 
repentance.

DEALING WITH 
OUR SIN

Although God judges sin, He also 
makes a way for redemption.

TRUTH ABOUT GOD///
1.2
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DEALING WITH OUR SIN

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?///
The following questions, devotions, and action points can be used any way that you feel 
comfortable. We suggest that you use a journal, your notes app on your phone, or even the spaces 
provided in this daily devotional book to take notes, write answers, and make lists. The purpose of 
this resource is simply to give you a space to interact with the Word of God and reflect on what 
you learn from that experience.

///  What spiritual direction do you feel like you are going now?

///  Are your actions supporting the direction you want to go?

///  Think about a time when you had to repent and it was hard to 
surrender. What caused you to decide to choose God’s way?
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LESSON 1.2

DAILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE///
REPENTANCE IS NECESSARY

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13

Read Genesis 2:9.  
And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and 
good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good 
and evil.

This verse shows us the beauty of God’s creation. All things that He made were pleasant to the 
eye, beneficial to the earth, and created to exist in the natural order of the world. This order and 
beauty extend far beyond trees and fruit. As God’s creation, we are beautifully and wonderfully 
made; every quirk, talent, and detail that we see in ourselves or in others was created for a reason. 
God sees us in His created perfection, and when we worship Him in our actions, we are part of 
God’s perfect plan for this world.

Jr. High ///  Spend some time outside and think about the things that you see as 
beautiful in God’s creation around where you are.

Sr. High /// T ake some time to write a short paragraph about some beautiful things 
you see in nature around you. Use your phone to take some pictures 
of these things as a reminder of God’s creation.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14

Read Genesis 2:16–17.  
And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely 
eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that 
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.

From the very beginning, God has been clear about what He wants from His people and His 
creation. He put rules in place and has always been insistent that when we obey His commands, 
our lives will be blessed and we will prosper. But at times, even when the rules are clear, even when 
we know exactly what to do, we lose sight of God and we give into our flesh (our selfish nature). 
Even when we try our best, we fail. Don’t be afraid of your mistakes, but learn from them, and ask 
God for forgiveness. If we run to Him, He will, in His perfect love, show us mercy and grace.

Jr. High ///  Think about a time you were shown mercy even though you were 
responsible for a mistake or problem.

Sr. High ///  Journal about a time you were shown grace by someone even though 
you did not deserve it.
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DEALING WITH OUR SIN

REPENTANCE IS NECESSARY
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15

Read Genesis 3:1–5.  
Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. 
And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? 
And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: But 
of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, 
neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 
For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall 
be as gods, knowing good and evil.

It really is amazing what empty promises can do to our ability to make decisions. It was no 
different with Eve as she was promised this amazing ability to know good and evil—to become like 
God. Even for someone who doesn’t know this story, it’s obvious where this is going. Eve decided 
to eat the fruit, but instead of becoming like God, all she received was realization of her nakedness. 
So often we know what is right, and so often we try our best to throw sin off our backs, but far too 
often we give in to temptation, receiving only regret and shame. Thankfully, God is always with us, 
and He is willing to help us renew our lives and find wonderful replacements for the promises of 
the enemy that were just too good to be true.

Jr. High ///  Make a list of some moments that someone came through with their 
promises that they made to you.

Sr. High ///  Make a list of some moments that you were promised something, but 
it either did not happen or it failed to live up to your expectations.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16

Read Genesis 3:15.  
And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall 
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.

At first glance it seems God is telling off the snake in this verse, but in reality, it is so much more 
than that. You see when Adam and Eve sinned, they opened a world of hurt for their kids, and 
their kids’ kids, and so on. In their minds, there was nothing they could do to reverse what had 
happened. Thankfully, God had a plan. It is the first instance when God’s gospel plan is laid out for 
everyone to see. There was coming a Man who would turn sin and death upside down. That Man 
was Jesus, and if we are intentional about following Jesus’ commands, He promises to turn sin’s 
control on our life upside down too.

Jr. High ///  Think about some times you failed. How did you make up for those 
mistakes, and how have you grown?

Sr. High ///  Write down some ways in which you have changed in the last five years. 
Include a couple of physical changes and a couple of spiritual changes.
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LESSON 1.2LESSON 1.2

REPENTANCE IS NECESSARY
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

Read Galatians 5:24.  
And they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.

Paul gave us an incredibly deep look at the way he lived his life and how those belonging to Jesus 
should. But you may be asking yourself, how in the world do you crucify the flesh. You see, Paul 
wasn’t literally driving nails into his body and hanging from a tree every single day, but instead he 
was showing the church in Galatia, and everyone reading this verse, that in order to be free from 
sin, we have to give up some things, and we are definitely going to have to kill the temptations 
in our lives. Paul was acknowledging that in order to live the kind of life that Jesus expects from 
us, we need to find repentance and grace every chance that we get so one day we don’t find 
ourselves really dead and on the wrong side of Heaven.

Jr. High ///  What are some little things that we can do every day to show that we 
love God?

Sr. High ///  What are some small changes you can make this week to start moving 
closer to God and closer to a holier lifestyle?

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18

Read I Corinthians 15:45–47.  
And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a 
quickening spirit. Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and 
afterward that which is spiritual. The first man is of the earth, earthy; the second man is the 
Lord from heaven.

Just like God was telling the serpent, Adam, and Eve about His plan for Jesus to come and 
save the world, Paul was again referencing here that Jesus was the Man who came and saved 
humanity from its sin. Sure, He looked like an ordinary man, but He wasn’t earthly and sinful like 
Adam, and He was actually God all along. So you might be asking yourself why this matters. 
Well, it’s really simple: because Jesus came as a man and died for our sins, being perfect, He 
effectively redeemed every one of us. We are free from sin! We just must be willing to “die” like 
Paul did, and if we repent, then Jesus will save us and help us to live beautiful and righteous lives 
that glorify Him.

Jr. High ///  In your journal, write one thing you’re happy you’re free from and one 
thing you still need God to help you break free from.

Sr. High ///  Write a short letter to God about your thankfulness for His redemption, 
and list some things you want His help with this week.
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NOTES///

DEALING WITH OUR SIN
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14 GOD’S WORD FOR LIFE

WHERE DO WE BEGIN?///
Abel’s worship ended up costing him everything. Real, genuine worship 
will cost us. Sacrifice is necessary for us to be in right standing with God. 
There is an old saying that is very true: “It’s not sacrifice unless it costs 
you something.” How many times have we offered God our leftovers? 
How many times have we offered Him something that wasn’t a big deal 
for us to give up? A real sacrifice is difficult; it means telling ourselves 
“no” about something so that we can tell God “yes.” We need to decide 
as Christians, “I will offer God my best.” Jesus gave His very best for us; 
we owe Him our best in return.

SERIES AIM 
God was intentional 
about His creation 
and the purpose it 
would serve, and 
the same can be 
said for the way He 
created you and me. 
God loves us, and He 
made us to thrive and 
live according to His 
perfect will.

BIBLICAL PASSAGE 
Genesis 4:1–15; 
Romans 7:14–20

LESSON BIG IDEA 
I will offer God my 
best.

God expects us to give our best to Him.
TRUTH ABOUT GOD///

SERIES 1: IN THE BEGINNING

CAIN AND ABEL1.3
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CAIN AND ABEL

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?///
The following questions, devotions, and action points can be used any way that you feel 
comfortable. We suggest that you use a journal, your notes app on your phone, or even the spaces 
provided in this daily devotional book to take notes, write answers, and make lists. The purpose of 
this resource is simply to give you a space to interact with the Word of God and reflect on what 
you learn from that experience.

///  What do your daily choices say about your life?

///  What happens if you make no choices at all?

///  What are some hard choices you have made in order to give God 
your best?

///  Do you know how to give God your best?
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LESSON 1.3

DAILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE///
OUR SACRIFICE

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20

Read Romans 7:14–20.  
For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin. For that which I do I allow 
not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I. If then I do that which I would not, I 
consent unto the law that it is good. 

The writer wasn’t confused about who he was and what sin had done to his heart and soul. He 
knew we are sinful, and when we sin, we become increasingly dirty and broken. Sometimes we are 
broken to the point that we no longer recognize right from wrong. Thankfully, we have been given 
the perfect solution to the problem of our sin. Through devotion to God and His teachings, we can 
renew our minds and reject the temptations preying on our fleshly and sinful nature. What may 
seem to be a sacrifice to us will be what sets us free. Through dedication to things like prayer and 
reading the Bible, and even doing devotions just like this one, each day we can reverse the effects 
that sin has on our lives.

Jr. High ///  Make a list of some prayer requests you have. Ask friends or family for 
requests as well, and pray for these things every day this week.

Sr. High ///  Think about some ways that sin changes people.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

Read Genesis 2:8.  
And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he 
had formed.

It might seem simple, but this verse alone shows the depth of love God has for His creation. 
Likewise, it shows His good intentions toward us. You see, God could have made man, and left him 
there to fight for survival, unprotected from the weather or wild animals. But, instead, God made 
a home for His creation; a home plentiful in food and protected from anything unpleasant in the 
environment. In God’s unfailing love, He created you and me just the way He intended us to be. 
And He placed us exactly where He meant us to be placed so we could begin to live out our story. 
But this isn't just any story; your life is the story God has written specifically for you. And even 
though it might hurt sometimes or maybe it won’t always make sense, we can be certain that God 
placed us right here to care for us and watch His will for our lives come true.

Jr. High ///  Think of three things you love about how God made you. These can be 
talents, appearance related, or emotional attributes.

Sr. High ///  Write down five things you love about how God made you.
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CAIN AND ABEL

OUR SACRIFICE
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22

Read Genesis 2:18.  
And the Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help 
meet for him.

It’s not God’s plan for you to be alone. Right now, life might seem really confusing and emotional—
maybe even to the extent that you aren’t sure you want to deal with another day. But just like we 
read in yesterday’s devotional, God’s plan for you is not vague or impersonal. God’s plan and love 
for you is very real, very specific, and intentional to who you are as a person. So even when we 
are lost and confused, or when we are feeling broken and uncertain, it’s important to always look 
to God and listen to His words because He cares for us. Today might seem impossible, but God is 
making a way, and He will use the body of Christ to come alongside you and help you. He wants 
your tomorrow to be even better than today and bursting with even more life. Seek Him. Pray to 
Him. Talk to Him, and let Him change your perspective and heal your broken heart.

Jr. High ///  In a journal or on a note card, write down a few of your favorite and 
most encouraging Bible passages. Put these verses in a place that you 
will see every morning before you start your day.

Sr. High ///  If you have a phone, set three reminders throughout your day with 
encouraging Bible verses. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23

Read Genesis 4:3–5.  
And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering 
unto the Lord. And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And 
the Lord had respect unto Abel and to his offering: But unto Cain and to his offering he had not 
respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell.

Cain messed up, and it’s safe to say he was bummed about it. Abel took the time, made the effort, 
and what he brought God was an incredible representation of sacrifice and devotion. But Cain, he 
settled for less than his best. Maybe he overslept. Maybe he forgot about the upcoming sacrifice; 
we honestly can’t know his reasons or his heart, but the fact remains that Cain gave God less than 
He deserved. There are always moments in life when we are at a disadvantage and just can’t get 
it together enough to give our situation everything we have. Normally, that is something we can 
write off and promise we will do better next time, but not with God. God loved us so much that He 
gave everything to save us. The least we can do is take the time to prioritize God and give Him our 
very best every day.

Jr. High ///  Set up a place in your room (or outside) where you can be alone with 
God away from distractions. Pray there as often as you can this week.

Sr. High ///  Set up a prayer closet, and make a point to pray there as often as you 
can for the rest of this week. Take time to journal after each prayer. 
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LESSON 1.3LESSON 1.3

OUR SACRIFICE
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 24

Read Genesis 4:8.  
And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain 
rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him.

Cain let sin get ahold of him, and in his weakness, he killed his brother. There are times in our lives 
that we act quickly and without thinking, and most of the time we do so because of the sin in our 
lives. Sometimes we snap at someone who is annoying us, or we get angry with a friend or family 
member over something so small. It’s embarrassing, and in that moment, it doesn’t feel like we can 
make things better. Yet even when we look at the case of Cain and his sin, God showed him mercy. 
We should always try our best to be slow to anger (James 1:19), but when we find ourselves on the 
wrong side of a bad decision, all we can do is ask forgiveness and thank God for his sweet mercy 
and grace that cover our mistakes.

Jr. High ///  What are some ways that we can grow our patience?

Sr. High ///  Think about a time that you lost your temper and how that affected 
you and the people around you. How can we work on our patience?

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25

Read Genesis 4:9.   
And the Lord said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not: Am I my 
brother's keeper?

This verse reveals one of the most important themes of the Bible: to love your neighbor as you 
love yourself. Had Cain really known and loved God as much as he acted like he did, he would 
have understood what God was asking when He tried to locate Abel. God knew what Cain had 
done, and Cain’s response made it clear that when he attacked Abel, he only cared about his 
own feelings and needs. When we think about sacrifice and relationship with God, many times 
what God is really asking us to do is to look out for people in need—individuals who are broken 
or hurting and need help from the people of God. When we as Christians can find the hurting and 
show them the love that God has shown us, we are living out God’s perfect will for our lives.

Jr. High ///  Make a list of some people you know who need Jesus. How can you 
share the gospel with them?

Sr. High ///  Make a list of some people you know who need to know Jesus. List 
some ways you can connect with them. Also include one person you 
have not introduced yourself to yet, and try this week to start up a 
conversation.
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CAIN AND ABEL
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WHERE DO WE BEGIN?///
The gospel is a beautiful story, but for the story to matter, we have to do 
something about it! Obedience to the gospel positions us for salvation. 

Like Jesus Christ died, was buried, and rose again, we can experience 
new birth. We must die to our sin through repentance. As we learned 
a couple of weeks ago, repentance is not just asking forgiveness; it is 
actually making a change. We must be buried in baptism in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the remission (or cancellation) of our sins. This is not 
just a ceremony; it is a commitment we make to live for God. Because 
we are making that commitment, He washes our sins away. We must 
come alive by receiving the gift of the Holy Ghost. This is the miracle of 
Jesus’ Spirit coming and dwelling within us. Like all miracles, it has a sign 
of confirmation; we speak in a language we’ve never learned (speaking 
in tongues). If Noah and his family wanted to experience salvation, 
they couldn’t just believe in the boat; they had to actually obey God by 
building it and getting in it! If we want to be saved, we have to do more 
than just believe in Jesus. We have to commit to obeying God’s Word to 
enjoy the salvation He brings.

SERIES AIM 
God was intentional 
about His creation 
and the purpose it 
would serve, and 
the same can be 
said for the way He 
created you and me. 
God loves us, and He 
made us to thrive and 
live according to His 
perfect will.

BIBLICAL PASSAGE 
Genesis 6:5–21; 8:15–22

LESSON BIG IDEA 
I will obey God’s 
Word and enjoy the 
salvation He gives.

SERIES 1: IN THE BEGINNING

NOAH’S OBEDIENCE

God saves those who obey His Word.
TRUTH ABOUT GOD///
1.4   
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NOAH’S OBEDIENCE

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?///
The following questions, devotions, and action points can be used any way that you feel 
comfortable. We suggest that you use a journal, your notes app on your phone, or even the spaces 
provided in this daily devotional book to take notes, write answers, and make lists. The purpose of 
this resource is simply to give you a space to interact with the Word of God and reflect on what 
you learn from that experience.

///  Obedience is accepting God’s way over ours. What does that mean?

///  How do we know what God’s ways are?

///  Do we have to agree with God in order to obey? 

///  Think of a time when you did not agree but obeyed anyway. 
Did you ever understand why obedience was important in that 
instance?
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LESSON 1.4   

DAILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE///
GOD BRINGS SALVATION

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 27

Read Genesis 6:5–7.  
And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And it repented the Lord that he had made 
man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. And the Lord said, I will destroy man whom I 
have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the 
fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them.

This passage is an incredible look at the character of God. God loved humanity, but in spite of His 
love, people did evil, as the Scripture says “continually.” At times in our walk with God we come to 
understand our actions have consequences and not just for us or the people around us. When we 
sin, God is hurt by our actions; He is sad and grieving over us because of our sin. When we lose sight 
of God and harm Him through our sin, we lose step with His will for our lives, and we lose sight of 
our relationship with Him. Take the time to realign yourself with God, and take the time to tell Him 
how much you love Him today.

Jr. High ///  Think of an obstacle you struggled with earlier in your relationship 
with God. Journal about how God helped you overcome.

Sr. High ///  Society resists identifying anything as wicked. Journal about how you 
can take a stand for righteousness.  

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28

Read Genesis 6:8.  
But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.

As we talked about in yesterday’s devotional, God saw His creation and how far it had fallen from 
righteousness. But in the middle of all of that darkness, there was a small flicker of light, a source 
of hope representing the love and faith God desires from each of us. Noah was that man of great 
faith and hope. He was the only source of obedience in the world at that time. It is what God is 
looking for in each of us. In a world of increasing darkness and sin and unbelief, God is searching 
for committed believers willing to serve Him and listen to His voice. If we are willing to follow after 
Him and do things His way, there is nothing God cannot do in us and through us.

Jr. High ///  Noah was far from perfect, so what made him the focus of God’s 
blessing and rescue?

Sr. High ///  What can we learn from Noah about faith and obedience?

Student Daily Devotional F21.indd   22Student Daily Devotional F21.indd   22 4/9/21   1:10 PM4/9/21   1:10 PM



GOD’S WORD FOR LIFE  23

NOAH’S OBEDIENCE

GOD BRINGS SALVATION
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

Read I Peter 3:20–21.  
Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of 
Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water. The 
like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of 
the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:

The power of baptism is shown here on full display when compared to the great Flood God used 
to cleanse the earth of evil. Much sin and darkness were washed from existence. So when we go 
down in the waters of baptism, we must understand that every piece of sin, every broken feeling, 
and every source of darkness is washed away from our hearts and souls. In just a moment, the 
blood of Jesus floods our souls, and we can be free from the darkness that threatens to overtake 
the world. In an instant of grace, every fault and mistake are removed from our lives in the 
presence of our loving God, our great Redeemer.

Jr. High ///  If you have been baptized, write a letter to God on what baptism has 
done for you. If you have not yet been baptized, write about how you 
would like baptism to change your life.

Sr. High ///  Take some time to write down some ways in which you have seen your 
thoughts and actions change since being baptized. If you have not yet been 
baptized, write about how you would like baptism to change your life.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30

Read Genesis 6:22.    
Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so did he.

Think about the simplicity of this verse and how much it tells us about the character of Noah. Noah 
was so committed to God, so committed to the things that God loved and commanded, that there 
was no question in his mind what he was going to do when God spoke. What if we could have 
that kind of faith? If we could all find just an ounce of Noah’s willingness to do what God wanted, 
the world would be a much better place. Even more than Noah’s faith, it was his willingness to act 
that set him apart from so many others. When we are asked to do something for the Kingdom 
and doubt enters our minds, the greatest thing we can do is act in willingness. As long as we are 
willing, our service and our efforts can and will be blessed.

Jr. High ///  Pray about what God wants you to do to deepen your relationship with Him.

Sr. High ///  Pray and journal about obedience. Ask God to give you clear direction 
about your future and how He wants you to use your abilities for His 
kingdom.
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LESSON 1.4   LESSON 1.4   

GOD BRINGS SALVATION
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1

Read Genesis 6:14a.  
Make thee an ark of gopher wood.

The ark will always be a great symbol of hope in the Bible. Despite the incredible disaster that 
was coming, regardless of the sin of the world, and even through unbelievable circumstances, 
to Noah and his family, the ark represented their refuge. With hope Noah hammered those nails 
and assembled that wood without a question in his mind. When we find our hope in the promises 
of God, nothing can distract us from the promise that is coming. When we invest our lives in the 
kingdom of God and the things God has built, we can be certain that in our times of need, He will 
reach down from Heaven and rescue us. He will deliver us when we need Him the most. God truly 
is our salvation and strength when we are at our most helpless, when we feel the weakest. He is 
our hope for a new tomorrow. 

Jr. High ///  What things serve as a foundation for your faith in God and 
commitment to the church?

Sr. High ///  Who do you credit with pushing you to be a better Christian and a 
more faithful believer?

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2

Read Genesis 6:13.  
And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with 
violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth.

In much the same way that God was Noah’s only security and hope for a new life, God knew that 
Noah was the only hope for a new start and a righteous new world. Noah was far from perfect, but 
as we discussed, it was his love, faith, and willingness that set him apart from the rest of the world. 
God is searching the world for people who are set apart, people who are faithful and passionate 
about the kingdom of God. You must find your passion for the Kingdom; you have to embrace 
your faults and imperfections and understand that God uses the broken to do mighty things. You 
are incomplete, but in God you can be made whole. You are exactly who God is looking for to 
change the world around you.

Jr. High ///  God doesn’t need you to change the whole world, just the world 
around you. Pray about who or what God wants you to impact first.

Sr. High ///  Think of someone who is broken and needs Jesus. In your journal, write 
a letter to that person about how Jesus can transform his or her life.
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NOTES///

NOAH’S OBEDIENCE
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WHERE DO WE BEGIN?///
Sincere worship is birthed in humility! Many people seem to interpret 
humility as having a low opinion of yourself or always talking down 
about yourself. That is actually false humility. Humility is not about 
beating yourself up; it is about lifting Jesus higher. We lift Jesus 
higher through our worship. We can’t literally lift Him higher because 
He is above everything. Instead, we lift Him higher in our own minds. 
When I worship, I take myself off the throne of my life and put Jesus 
there instead.

This form of worship—offered from a spirit of humility—is only worship 
if it is directed at the right Person. We must make a commitment today: 
“I will worship only the one true God.” There is no other God but Jesus, 
and He alone is worthy of our praise.

God resists the proud and arrogant.
TRUTH ABOUT GOD///

SERIES AIM 
God was intentional 
about His creation 
and the purpose it 
would serve, and 
the same can be 
said for the way He 
created you and me. 
God loves us, and He 
made us to thrive and 
live according to His 
perfect will.

BIBLICAL PASSAGE 
Genesis 11:1–9; 
Proverbs 16:18–19; 
James 4:6–10

LESSON BIG IDEA 
I will worship only the 
one true God.

SERIES 1: IN THE BEGINNING

THE TOWER OF BABEL1.5
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THE TOWER OF BABEL

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?///
The following questions, devotions, and action points can be used any way that you feel 
comfortable. We suggest that you use a journal, your notes app on your phone, or even the spaces 
provided in this daily devotional book to take notes, write answers, and make lists. The purpose of 
this resource is simply to give you a space to interact with the Word of God and reflect on what 
you learn from that experience.

///  Have you ever done something weird to look impressive?

///  How did you feel afterward?

///  Do you think it is better to just be authentic and real?

///  What do you think people want more: someone impressive or 
someone real?
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LESSON 1.5

DAILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE///
THE FALL OF THE PROUD

MONDAY, OCTOBER 4

Read Genesis 11:3–4.  
And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them thoroughly. And they had 
brick for stone, and slime had they for morter. And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and 
a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered 
abroad upon the face of the whole earth.

Pride and arrogance spelled trouble for the builders of the Tower of Babel before they even laid 
the first brick. God once again saw wickedness in the hearts and minds of these people as they 
elevated themselves above God. So often we are distracted by life, and we lose sight of God and 
the important role He plays in every moment. Sometimes we can be so blind that we begin to 
doubt that every good and perfect thing is from God. Instead we think it is our doing. Regardless 
of the situation, good or bad, God remains high and lifted up. He is who keeps us from harm, He 
blesses us, and He saves us from our despair. In all things, God is exalted, and no tower anyone 
builds will ever elevate anyone or anything above our Savior Jesus.

Jr. High ///  Think about the things that you have put in front of God before.

Sr. High ///  Think about some things that you have prioritized over God and 
church. How did that affect your relationship with God?

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5

Read Genesis 9:1.  
And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish 
the earth.

From the very beginning, God laid out His plan for humanity, and in His love He asked that we 
be fruitful and multiply. God is looking for every opportunity to bless His children and see them 
prosper. Even when it feels like it is raining on your head because of life’s pain, God is in the midst 
of that pain, working things for the good of His children. When you’re lost and hopeless, He is 
there. When you are broken and depressed, He is there. When you have no one else to turn to, 
He is there to pick you up and hold you tight in loving arms. He is your deliverance. He is your 
blessing, and He is your perfect promise. In Jesus you have a future of prosperity and plenty. Take 
every chance you get to go out and be fruitful with every gift and opportunity God has given you 
because He cares for you.

Jr. High ///  Make a list of some things God has saved you from.

Sr. High ///  God has delivered you from sin. Make a list of some things God has 
delivered you from and a list of some things that He is still working on 
you about.
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THE TOWER OF BABEL

THE FALL OF THE PROUD
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6

Read Genesis 11:5–9.  
And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men builded. And 
the Lord said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to 
do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do. 

What an incredible testament to the willpower of humanity! It’s really a shame that all of their work 
was for evil, right? God saw these men and women building this incredible tower. The truth of this 
story is that we can’t learn much from such stubborn and wicked people, but what we can learn from 
is God’s amazement at their unity. When we are unified, even with another believer, our ability to serve 
the kingdom of God is amplified ten times that of what we could do on our own. We need the body 
of believers. We need each other to stand firm in our faith and do the work of God. We need others 
to support us when we fall. We need other believers to build us up when the world wants to tear us 
down. If we as the church can learn to work better together, nothing can stop us from changing the 
world and building God’s kingdom in the name of Jesus. There is great power in our unity!

Jr. High ///  Talk to a friend or mentor and make a plan to keep each other 
accountable in your praying, reading, and studying.

Sr. High ///  Talk to a friend or mentor and make a plan to keep each other 
accountable in your praying, reading, and studying. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7

Read Proverbs 16:18–19.  
Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall. Better it is to be of an humble 
spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud.

This is another one of those awesome gems the Bible gives us, and, surprise, it’s all about being 
humble! So, what is the big deal about humility? Well, for starters, Jesus was humble, and the 
greatest men and women of the Bible were humble too. We can see a pattern appearing here. 
God is looking for the willing, the talented, the faithful, but even more than that, He is looking 
for the humble—people unimpressed with the fame and fortune of the world. When we can’t be 
distracted or persuaded by money, possessions, or fame, the devil tends to have a tough time 
getting our attention. Through humility, the greatest of God’s characteristics are made obvious in 
us. Those characteristics are how we love and care for the lost and our willingness to reach those 
the world turns away. In humility, God sees an empty vessel and a young man or woman willing to 
do anything. You should give it a try. I think you’ll find that being humble suits you.

Jr. High ///  What are some areas of ministry you have not been involved in but 
would be willing to try?

Sr. High ///  Talk to your pastor about areas of need within the church. Ask where 
you can step out in faith and be used by God to serve the church.
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LESSON 1.5LESSON 1.5

THE FALL OF THE PROUD
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8

Read James 4:6.  
But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto 
the humble.

Here we find yet another reason to be humble. You see, humility isn’t something you can fake, 
especially with God. He knows your thoughts and feelings, and when we are dishonest with God or 
others, God takes note of that too. Humility comes from the very depths of our hearts, and when 
we are humble, there is nothing that can rob us of the purity of that feeling. God is generous to the 
lowly and the humble, and He is clear here that grace is a gift available for those who demand it 
the least. When we are humble before God, especially when we make mistakes, His grace will be 
quick to cover us and redeem us from our bad decisions. If we are truly humble before God, He will 
heal our hearts and our minds and help us in every other place we need to fix.

Jr. High ///  Ask God to forgive you and fix your heart and mind. Make a plan to 
fast some things this week to put your focus on God.

Sr. High ///  Talk to your teacher or youth pastor about organizing a joint fast this week. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9

Read James 4:7–10.  
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw nigh to 
God, and he will draw nigh to you. 

Now this passage seems heavy, like a lot is going on here. It might seem a little difficult to wrap 
your head around, but let’s break it down. The Bible is telling us that in every decision, we have 
two options: give in to the devil or rely on God. The devil is smart and tricky, and he is intentional 
about messing with you until you feel you just can’t take anymore. Our only response should be 
to resist him and seek God. If we build our faith (with good habits of prayer, fasting, and studying) 
on the foundation God has put in place, then resistance shouldn’t be a problem. But if we are 
undisciplined, it may not be as easy as it sounds. We desperately need to build our lives on Jesus 
and understand the reasons why we believe and follow Him because the devil is always trying to 
crumble our faith by putting doubt in our minds. Seek God first, and He will help you to withstand 
whatever the devil can throw at you.

Jr. High ///  Make a list of some things you have doubted about yourself and your 
beliefs. Make a point to pray about these things and ask God to help 
you find answers.

Sr. High ///  Think about some areas in your life in which the devil has caused you 
to doubt your identity in Jesus. Ask yourself how you can educate 
yourself and build a better foundation to defend your faith.
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WHERE DO WE BEGIN?///
God proved to Zacharias and Elisabeth that they could trust His plan. 
They may have struggled to believe before, but God had proven Himself 
faithful. Because of the miracle He worked, they bought into His entire 
plan. Instead of naming the baby after his father, they demonstrated 
their faith by naming the baby John as the angel instructed. Naming him 
John was Zacharias and Elisabeth’s way of saying, “We believe You, God, 
when You say this baby will be the forerunner of the Messiah.”

We must choose to have faith in God and believe what He says is true! 
Sometimes what He says will not make much sense to us. Many times 
what He wants to do in our lives seems impossible. We must take 
confidence that nothing is impossible to God. He is able to work His will, 
no matter the obstacle. If we will exercise our faith in Jesus, we can see 
Him do great things in our lives.

God wants us to trust His plan.
TRUTH ABOUT GOD///

SERIES AIM 
God had a plan to 
save the world, and 
at times it seemed 
like He moved heaven 
and earth to make it 
a reality. Jesus was 
coming, and there 
would be one who 
would prepare the 
world for His arrival. 
Nothing can stand 
in the way of God’s 
perfect will.

BIBLICAL PASSAGE 
Luke 1:5–25; 57–64

LESSON BIG IDEA 
I will have faith in God 
and believe what He 
says is true.

SERIES 2: A VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS

THE BIRTH OF JOHN2.1
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THE BIRTH OF JOHN

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?///
The following questions, devotions, and action points can be used any way that you feel 
comfortable. We suggest that you use a journal, your notes app on your phone, or even the spaces 
provided in this daily devotional book to take notes, write answers, and make lists. The purpose of 
this resource is simply to give you a space to interact with the Word of God and reflect on what 
you learn from that experience.

///  What is the hardest thing about trusting?

///  What makes something trustworthy? 

///  What can cause trust to be more difficult?

///  When is trust necessary?
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LESSON 2.1

DAILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE///
GOD’S TRUTH GIVES ME FAITH

MONDAY, OCTOBER 11

Read Isaiah 40:3.  
The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in 
the desert a highway for our God.

This prophecy told of the coming of John the Baptist, the man who would prepare the way for 
Jesus. It’s wild to think about just how important John was and how daunting it must have felt at 
times knowing he had a singular purpose here on earth: to prepare the world for Jesus. It’s scary and 
overwhelming, but in the end, just like John, we have to commit to this mission with everything we 
have. We cannot hold back, because Jesus is coming, and if we don’t do our part, then there is no 
telling how many are going to miss out on eternity. We must tell everyone that Jesus is coming soon.

Jr. High ///  What are some options in the coming year to do something big for 
God, either on your own or with the church? 

Sr. High ///  Talk to your parents and youth pastor about doing something big this 
year for God like outreach or a missions trip.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 12

Read Luke 1:5–7.  
There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the 
course of Abia: and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth. And 
they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the 
Lord blameless. And they had no child, because that Elisabeth was barren, and they both were 
now well stricken in years.

Elisabeth was desperate. Her one prayer after so many years was simply that she would have a child. 
It’s amazing that after so long this woman never lost hope that God would hear her. We all have 
things we are desperate for from God—prayers that feel like they have gone unanswered or unheard. 
But Elisabeth is proof that even when you do not yet have your answer, God sees you. If you are 
broken and alone, God sees you and your pain. If you are lost in your identity, God sees you. If you 
are struggling with addiction or feel trapped by the people around you, God sees you. You are not 
forgotten. God is making a way for you; He is working things out to rescue you from your situation. 
He will help you, and He will send you the right people to help you through this pain. Trust in Him and 
His timing.

Jr. High ///  Write about some areas in your life where you feel confused and 
trapped.

Sr. High ///  Write about some struggles you have had this year, how God is helping 
you through those areas, and what you need to do better to connect 
with Him.

Student Daily Devotional F21.indd   34Student Daily Devotional F21.indd   34 4/9/21   1:10 PM4/9/21   1:10 PM



GOD’S WORD FOR LIFE  35

THE BIRTH OF JOHN

GOD’S TRUTH GIVES ME FAITH
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 13

Read Luke 1:13–17.  
But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth 
shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John. And thou shalt have joy and gladness; 
and many shall rejoice at his birth. 

“Congratulations, Elisabeth, it’s a boy!” Can you imagine what she felt when she heard the news 
that she was finally going to have a child? For some of us, it is hard to picture the instant that the 
prayer we have prayed for so long finally comes true, and in that moment, there is nothing but 
joy and excitement. How do we respond to something like that? The Bible makes it clear what we 
should do, but Elisabeth lived it, and her response is all the example we need. When God answers 
our prayers, no matter how small, we must give Him praise. Yell His name, “Jesus!” Dance around 
the room, or sing your favorite worship song. Whatever you do, do it for His Name and His glory in 
faith that your answer is coming. Are you ready to praise?

Jr. High ///  Get up and give God praise!

Sr. High ///  Take a moment to thank and praise God for all He is and all He has 
done in your life.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14

Read Luke 1:18.  
And Zacharias said unto the angel, Whereby shall I know this? for I am an old man, and my wife 
well stricken in years.

Have you ever had a faith problem? Zacharias certainly did. For him, the promise of a child at 
such an old age seemed impossible to get his head around. Even though he knew the story of 
Abraham and Sarah, for some reason an angel showing up and telling him incredible news just 
wasn’t convincing enough. Sometimes we pray and pray for our lives and our situations to change, 
and when the promise of an answer finally comes, too often we let sin and doubt creep into our 
minds, causing us to question the promises of God. This is not how children of the King should live. 
We are chosen and set apart. We belong to Jesus and He cares for us. If He says He is going to 
do something, you had better believe it is going to happen. Trust the promises of God, and don’t 
let doubt into your minds. Read God’s Word, and find assurance that everything He has said has 
always come true.

Jr. High ///  Using a note card or bookmark, write down a promise or promises that 
God has given you, or that you are praying for. Place the note in your 
Bible as a reminder.

Sr. High ///  Make a list of some spiritual and physical promises that God has made 
to you. Make a point to pray about those things every day this week.
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LESSON 2.1LESSON 2.1

GOD’S TRUTH GIVES ME FAITH
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 15

Read Luke 1:59–60.  
And it came to pass, that on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child; and they called 
him Zacharias, after the name of his father. And his mother answered and said, Not so; but he 
shall be called John.

It was a pretty common thing to name your son after the father back in those days. But you see, 
God and Elisabeth had other plans, and Elisabeth was not going to change her mind just because 
society thought it was the right thing to do. Too often we care too much about what the world and 
people around us want. We try to please everyone, and then we are the one who ends up getting 
hurt. When God makes a plan and tells you what to do, no matter how illogical or unbelievable it 
may be, that should always be our first priority. God’s plan for you might disappoint some people; 
just look at Joseph’s brothers. Zacharias probably had his feelings hurt a little too, but when God is 
telling you what to do, there should only ever be one option on the table. Don’t do it your way or 
the world’s way. Always do it God’s way.

Jr. High ///  Are you ever afraid of some the of the dreams and goals that you 
have? Why?

Sr. High ///  Have you ever been criticized for sharing the things God has spoken to 
or promised you?

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16

Read Luke 1:60–64.   
And he asked for a writing table, and wrote, saying, His name is John. And they marveled all. And 
his mouth was opened immediately, and his tongue loosed, and he spake, and praised God.

Zacharias had been taught a lesson by God. He was silenced because he didn’t believe what God 
was going to do. He quickly learned his lesson and was forced to deal with the consequences. In 
naming that baby boy, God was giving Zacharias a choice: get on board with God’s plan or get 
out of the way and be quiet. We know what he chose, but the question is what are you going to 
choose? God wants willing people who are passionate about Him and His church. He doesn’t make 
us live or believe anything that we don’t want to, but if we are going to live under His name, He 
does expect us to use that name and power the way He desires. It’s a lot of responsibility, but if we 
are wise with what we are given and quick to obey, then God will do some incredible things. You’ll 
be happy you stuck around to see them happen.

Jr. High ///  Talk to your parent or guardian about some ways you can take on 
some new responsibilities at home.

Sr. High ///  Take the initiative and do some chores without being asked today. 
Write down the reaction that your helpfulness receives. 
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NOTES///

THE BIRTH OF JOHN
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WHERE DO WE BEGIN?///
Mary was not called because she was extraordinary; she became 
extraordinary because she answered the call! Because Mary accepted 
this call and embraced her purpose, she helped make sure the entire 
world got a chance to hear the gospel.

God wants to use us to reach the world with the gospel as well! We may 
feel like we are just ordinary people and, therefore, not capable of doing 
great things for God. Perhaps we feel like because we are only junior or 
senior high students we don’t have the maturity or influence we need to 
help spread the gospel. None of that is true, though. In fact, many Bible 
scholars believe Mary was about your age when she became pregnant 
with Jesus! If Mary could have that kind of impact on the world, so can 
you. Even though it will cost us to be used for Jesus’ purpose, there is 
great reward in it. Do you want to be highly favored like Mary was? That 
is what Jesus wants for you.

God uses committed people to fulfill 
His purpose in the world.

TRUTH ABOUT GOD///

THE BIRTH OF JESUS

SERIES AIM 
God had a plan to 
save the world, and 
at times it seemed 
like He moved heaven 
and earth to make it 
a reality. Jesus was 
coming, and there 
would be one who 
would prepare the 
world for His arrival. 
Nothing can stand 
in the way of God’s 
perfect will.

BIBLICAL PASSAGE 
Luke 1:26–38; 46–55

LESSON BIG IDEA 
I will commit my life to 
God so He can use me 
for His purpose.

SERIES 2: A VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS

2.2
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THE BIRTH OF JESUS

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?///
The following questions, devotions, and action points can be used any way that you feel 
comfortable. We suggest that you use a journal, your notes app on your phone, or even the spaces 
provided in this daily devotional book to take notes, write answers, and make lists. The purpose of 
this resource is simply to give you a space to interact with the Word of God and reflect on what 
you learn from that experience.

///  Has God ever asked you to do something that seemed to be a 
little strange?

///  Has He ever asked you to do something that was really hard? 
Maybe He asked you to forgive someone who hurt you or to 
choose mercy over revenge.

///  What was your response to Him? Did you respond like Mary or 
Zacharias?

///  If you had doubt, how did you overcome that?
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LESSON 2.2

DAILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE///
COMMITTED TO HIS PURPOSE

MONDAY, OCTOBER 18

Read Luke 1:28–31, 38.  
And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And, behold, 
thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. And Mary 
said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. And the angel 
departed from her.

In this moment, Mary was given the greatest gift. She was young and no doubt afraid of what 
was to come, but through it all she remembered the words of the angel and trusted God fully. It 
is hard not to look at the similarities between Mary’s pregnancy and the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
One moment we are like anyone else, and in the next, the Spirit of God is living inside of us. Few 
words can describe the importance of that infilling, but one thing is certain, it is an incredible 
responsibility. There are going to be times that we are going to feel afraid and not know what to 
do, but if we listen to the Spirit and remember the promises of God, then we can be certain that 
things are going to work out just as God intended.

Jr. High ///  Write down your personal definition of fear and what you believe to be 
the best way to combat it.

Sr. High ///  Are you excited or anxious about your future? Journal about ways you 
can find God’s peace and strength to lead you.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 19

Read Isaiah 9:6.  
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace.

Go ahead and read this verse over a couple of times. Let it sink in. A prophecy given predicting 
the birth of the Savior of the world, a plan that was put in place long ago, finally was coming 
to pass through this young woman named Mary. This passage sings of hope and expectation, 
something people held to for years. It was a verse they lived for in times of great despair. We 
should all have verses that: strengthen us when things get tough, verses we can rely on and 
remind ourselves of when the world around us is falling apart. In sin and darkness, the Word of 
God is our light and our salvation. Lean on the Word, learn to love it, read it every day, and find 
your reason to hope in the Lord.

Jr. High ///  What is your favorite verse of Scripture? Why?

Sr. High ///  Find three Bible verses that you feel are God’s promise to you. Post 
them somewhere you will see every day.
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THE BIRTH OF JESUS

COMMITTED TO HIS PURPOSE
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20

Read Luke 1:46–48.  
And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord. And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for, behold, from henceforth all 
generations shall call me blessed.

Sometimes we feel pretty small when it comes to spiritual things. God is just so big; and at 
times we may feel insignificant. Maybe you’ve said, “What can I do? Why would God choose 
me to do something so important? Can I really handle all this responsibility that God has given 
me?” What you’re feeling isn’t a bad thing because the truth is that none of us are worthy of 
the great responsibility God puts on us. The beauty of it is that He will always help us to carry 
this responsibility. And when things go right, if we give Him all the glory, God will honor us with 
blessings like nothing we could ever imagine. Be like Mary today, and thank God for He has seen 
you and trusted you with great things.

Jr. High ///  Turn up your favorite worship song and magnify the Lord.

Sr. High ///  Find someone to entrust with the thing you think God is calling you to do.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21

Read Luke 1:26–27.  
And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named 
Nazareth, To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and 
the virgin's name was Mary.

God works in mysterious and miraculous ways. Mary knew what was coming, but Joseph didn’t 
have the slightest clue about what was in store. God has a way of doing incredible things in our 
lives, and for the people who know Him, they have some expectation and understanding of the 
way God operates. But for people on the outside, I’m sure it can be quite a wild ride. There is going 
to come a time when God does something incredible for you, and people around you are going to 
ask you about the miracle God performed. Whether or not they are fellow Christian believers, the 
goal is simple: share the testimony of God’s incredible work in your life and encourage others that 
God has a miracle and a promise for them too. Use every blessing as an opportunity to glorify God 
and let others know that He exists and that He cares.

Jr. High ///  Tell someone today something good God has done in your life.

Sr. High ///  Craft a social media post that would encourage others to trust God 
with their futures.
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LESSON 2.2LESSON 2.2

COMMITTED TO HIS PURPOSE
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 22

Read Luke 1:32–33.  
He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto 
him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his 
kingdom there shall be no end.

Let’s take a minute to appreciate this passage and everything it represents. God is so good, and in 
His wisdom, Jesus came to earth to do so much for a world that deserves so little. We are sinful, 
broken, depressed, hurting, and lost to sin and darkness. But in spite of all of that, Jesus is still 
great and glorified. He was powerful when He was here on earth, and He is just as powerful and 
loving now. No matter what we do or how far we run, He is God. Jesus reigns on His throne and 
has all power and authority. He loves us and wants the very best for us. That is just who He is. He is 
great, and we should praise Him for being so great!

Jr. High ///  Put on your favorite worship song and think about God for the 
duration of the song.

Sr. High ///  Put on some worship music. Think about the words and meditate on 
God for the next few minutes.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23

Read Romans 8:28.  
And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose.

Do you love God? Are you called by God to do something for His Kingdom? Well, right now, and 
for an unlimited time, God has decided to work out everything for your good, no questions asked. 
Got a prayer that needs answering? He is answering it! Feeling lonely and confused? He is working 
to help you find your identity! Pray today for your chance to be redeemed. Seems too good to 
be true, right? Well get this, all have sinned, and everyone falls short of God’s perfection. But that 
statement and the passage above are both completely true and don’t disqualify each other. You 
may not feel worthy right now, but God has a special plan for you. He loves you more deeply than 
anything in this universe. It is because of this love that He has chosen to bless you, no questions 
asked, just because He can. 

Jr. High ///  Write out some of the blessings that God has given you this year.

Sr. High ///  List out some of the blessings that God has given you this year. Take 
some time to pray and thank Him for these things.
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NOTES///

THE BIRTH OF JESUS

Student Daily Devotional F21.indd   43Student Daily Devotional F21.indd   43 4/9/21   1:10 PM4/9/21   1:10 PM



44 GOD’S WORD FOR LIFE

WHERE DO WE BEGIN?///
Anna never had kids of her own, and her husband died when she was 
very young. It seems she had a very difficult life. However, even though 
she experienced some terrible things, she never quit serving God. In 
fact, she fasted and prayed continually for God’s will to be done in Israel. 
Anna’s prayerfulness ensured she was open to the Holy Spirit speaking 
to her. Because of this, she was at the Temple when Jesus arrived.

We must faithfully wait for God’s Word to come to pass. There will be 
difficult moments. We may face hard times that make us feel like giving 
up. There will be days when we struggle to believe that He is still able to 
bring to pass the thing He promised to us. We may even have moments 
where we doubt whether we ever heard from God at all. If we will 
remain faithful and continue to trust Him, though, we will experience His 
promises in our lives.

God’s Word always comes true.
TRUTH ABOUT GOD///

JESUS PRESENTED 
AT THE TEMPLE

SERIES AIM 
God had a plan to 
save the world, and 
at times it seemed 
like He moved heaven 
and earth to make it 
a reality. Jesus was 
coming, and there 
would be one who 
would prepare the 
world for His arrival. 
Nothing can stand 
in the way of God’s 
perfect will.

BIBLICAL PASSAGE 
Luke 2:21–40

LESSON BIG IDEA 
I will faithfully wait for 
God’s Word to come 
to pass.

SERIES 2: A VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS

2.3
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JESUS PRESENTED AT THE TEMPLE

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?///
The following questions, devotions, and action points can be used any way that you feel 
comfortable. We suggest that you use a journal, your notes app on your phone, or even the spaces 
provided in this daily devotional book to take notes, write answers, and make lists. The purpose of 
this resource is simply to give you a space to interact with the Word of God and reflect on what 
you learn from that experience.

///  When was a time God asked you to wait?

///  How difficult was it to have patience during the waiting?

///  Did you ever get impatient and try to make things move faster?

///  How important is it to trust God while we wait for His promises to 
be fulfilled in our lives?
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LESSON 2.3

DAILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE///
RELYING ON HIS WORD

MONDAY, OCTOBER 25

Read Luke 2:21–24.  
And when eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the child, his name was called 
JESUS, which was so named of the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 

Just like that, the Savior of the world was born. Even when Jesus was grown, His disciples were 
convinced they knew how Jesus was going to save the world and the Jews. But just like in this 
moment, there was an order and a purpose for things. Jesus was a baby and would continue to be 
a baby until He was grown. He was still circumcised like other babies, and when He met John the 
Baptist, He was baptized, just like we should be baptized today. We can be sure that the way we do 
things in the church is right because it is the way that Jesus did them. Some might try to do things 
differently or might try to rush you, but another thing we can learn from Jesus is that obedience 
and consistency in the things of God are just what we need to succeed.

Jr. High ///  In what areas have you not been obedient with your parent or guardian?

Sr. High ///  Take some time to look up a list of Jesus’ teachings. List some things in 
your journal that stand out to you that you know you can improve.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 26

Read Luke 2:25–26.  
And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same man was 
just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him. And it 
was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen the 
Lord's Christ.

Simeon was obviously a man who prayed some big prayers. He had such a connection to God and 
was so devout and faithful that God chose Him to live long enough to see the Messiah. We need 
to be more like Simeon, growing close to God and praying prayers that seem larger than life and 
impossible in the world's eyes. Take a chance on God, pray for big things every day, and never stop 
talking to Him. God wants to make the improbable and the impossible happen in your life. So don’t 
stop asking.

Jr. High ///  Take a moment to think about something that seems big or impossible. 
Then make a point to pray about that thing intentionally this week.

Sr. High ///  This week make your future the focus of your prayers, and write down 
anything that God speaks to you about. 

Student Daily Devotional F21.indd   46Student Daily Devotional F21.indd   46 4/9/21   1:10 PM4/9/21   1:10 PM



GOD’S WORD FOR LIFE  47

JESUS PRESENTED AT THE TEMPLE

RELYING ON HIS WORD
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 27

Read Luke 2:27–32.   
And he came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to 
do for him after the custom of the law, Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and 
said, Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word: For mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; A light to lighten 
the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.

Simeon knew without question whom he held in his arms: the Savior of the world, Jesus. It’s 
amazing to think that all that Simeon had ever prayed for was there in his hands. His life and 
devotion to God had peaked in this very moment. And in that moment, everything was right. 
Like Simeon, we should have respect and appreciation for our answers to prayer. Prayers big 
and small are answered in a variety of ways, but the miracles of God, no matter the size or wow 
factor, should be respected all the same. God deserves our praise, and when He reaches down and 
touches us or works a miracle for our sake, even in the small things, we should give Him all the 
praise. Let’s be sure God’s miracles never stop amazing us.

Jr. High ///  What is something amazing you have seen God do?

Sr. High ///  Reflect on a time in which you saw a miracle take place. If you have 
never seen a miracle, ask your pastor, parent, or guardian to share a 
time that God did something miraculous for them.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28

Read Luke 2:36–38.  
And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake of him to all them 
that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.

Like Simeon, Anna was also faithful and devout. The Bible tells us that she was a prophetess and 
knew of Jesus’ coming as well. Anna spent her time day and night praying and fasting. She wasn’t 
praying for Jesus to come; she already knew He was on His way. She wasn’t fasting because 
something was wrong; she was fasting because she knew that God honored sacrifice. Perhaps too 
often we are only praying and fasting because we need or want something. It’s true that we should 
seek God for things we need, but God desires our time and a relationship with us beyond just to 
hear our requests. If we are only hanging out with God to get something from Him, is it really a 
relationship at all? Sometimes the best thing we can do is pray and fast just to spend some time in 
His presence and let Him change us in ways only He can.

Jr. High ///  Write down some things you asked God for but did not really need.

Sr. High ///  Think of some requests that you had for God that were really just 
personal wants. Do you still want those things, or did God spare you 
by not giving you what you asked for?
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LESSON 2.3LESSON 2.3

RELYING ON HIS WORD
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29

Read Luke 2:42–48.  
And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst 
of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions. And all that heard him were 
astonished at his understanding and answers.

Two things jump out about this little story: First, they didn’t know where Jesus was for days; and 
second, He had spent His time educating men of God in the Temple. At even this young age, Jesus 
understood who He was and understood His purpose as Savior and as a teacher. There is no record 
of what became of the men He taught, but we can be pretty sure that those moments changed 
their lives forever, just to have a brush with Jesus. It is how we should see every interaction we 
get to have with the lost: one more special opportunity to let them know about the One who can 
change their lives forever. If they could just get to know Jesus, they would never be the same.

Jr. High ///  Take some time to make a list of friends or family that you want to see 
saved. Add them to your prayer list for this week.

Sr. High ///  Think about some friends and family that you want to see saved. Make a 
list of all the names, and make their salvation part of your daily prayer.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30

Read Luke 2:49–52.  
And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my 
Father's business? And they understood not the saying which he spake unto them. And he went 
down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but his mother kept all 
these sayings in her heart.

Jesus was incredible, of course. And even at this young age, Mary understood just how special 
and different He was. Mary was a woman of great faith; she had to be with all of the things that 
happened to her. But more than that, she was never casual about the awesomeness of Jesus and 
His miracles. Sure, she probably had to parent Him in the same ways some of our parents parented 
us, but deep down, Mary always held such a wonder for the things Jesus did and said. Mary 
cherished the things of God and His words like nothing else in this life. We should all try to be like 
Mary, taking note of the little prayers answered here, the miracle there, and storing up the Word of 
God in our hearts just to think about and brighten our day when we need it the most. We should 
never stop looking for wonder. When it comes to Jesus, His Word and His promises hold so much 
hope, and that hope is what will help us get through tough days.

Jr. High ///  Do you think God cares about the little prayers you pray? Why?

Sr. High ///  What prayers has God answered for you that seem small or 
insignificant? Why is it powerful to know that God cares for even the 
smallest things in our lives?

Student Daily Devotional F21.indd   48Student Daily Devotional F21.indd   48 4/9/21   1:10 PM4/9/21   1:10 PM



GOD’S WORD FOR LIFE  49

NOTES///

JESUS PRESENTED AT THE TEMPLE
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WHERE DO WE BEGIN?///
The first thing we will notice about God’s plan is that He wants to save 
the lost. It is the entire reason He came to be among us. That is why 
John declared, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” We 
must understand that all of us are sinners. Sinner doesn’t mean “terrible 
person.” We may not want to do what is wrong, and we may not have 
ever done something that is really terrible. Sinner simply means that we 
have missed the mark of what God planned for our lives. If we have ever 
fallen short of God’s glory, we are sinners. That certainly includes all of 
us. Because we are sinners, we need to be saved. God has a very specific 
plan to save us. (See Acts 2:38.)

God wants us to share His Word with others. Like John the Baptist, we 
must be willing to declare the truth and call others to follow Jesus. If we 
really love the people in our lives, and we really believe they will be lost 
without Jesus, then we must overcome our own fear or nervousness to 
tell them about Jesus. If you don’t, who will?

God always has a plan.
TRUTH ABOUT GOD///

THE BAPTISM 
OF JESUS

SERIES AIM 
God had a plan to 
save the world, and 
at times it seemed 
like He moved heaven 
and earth to make it 
a reality. Jesus was 
coming, and there 
would be one who 
would prepare the 
world for His arrival. 
Nothing can stand 
in the way of God’s 
perfect will.

BIBLICAL PASSAGE 
Luke 3:1–22

LESSON BIG IDEA 
I want to be part of 
God’s plan.

SERIES 2: A VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS

2.4
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THE BAPTISM OF JESUS

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?///
The following questions, devotions, and action points can be used any way that you feel 
comfortable. We suggest that you use a journal, your notes app on your phone, or even the spaces 
provided in this daily devotional book to take notes, write answers, and make lists. The purpose of 
this resource is simply to give you a space to interact with the Word of God and reflect on what 
you learn from that experience.

///  How do you feel about sharing the message of Jesus (the gospel) 
with others?

///  What ways can you do that in your world?

///  What is something God has done for you that you can share as a 
witness to others?

///  Where are some new places that you can share this message?
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LESSON 2.4

DAILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE///
COMMITTED TO HIS PLAN

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 1

Read Luke 3:2–4.  
Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests, the word of God came unto John the son of 
Zacharias in the wilderness. And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the 
baptism of repentance for the remission of sins; 

John was an incredible man, wildly misunderstood by the world around him, but totally sold out to 
his purpose: preparing the way for Jesus. God is calling us to be more like John, doing everything 
to the best of our abilities, not being confused or having our minds changed just because the world 
around us is telling us otherwise. Am I saying it’s going to be easy? Absolutely not. John died for his 
faith, but he was fighting for truth and the salvation of the world. John was willing to lay everything 
on the line. Are you sold out for God? Are you ready to give it everything you have to move the 
mission forward? Will you lay your own life down for the salvation of another? As Christians, we 
have to ask ourselves these hard questions and be willing to accept the hard answers.

Jr. High ///  Why are some Christians willing to die for Jesus?

Sr. High ///  What motivates believers to continue chasing Jesus, even when they 
are threatened?

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2

Read Luke 3:16–17.  
John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier than I 
cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you with the 
Holy Ghost and with fire. 

John is prophesying about the coming of Jesus, and if that isn’t the most riveting and exciting 
thing, I don’t know what is! The message is this: Jesus is coming, and He brings with Him the 
power and awesomeness of the Holy Ghost. He is going to reveal the fake believers and gather 
the true believers together. He is going to rid the world of sin and evil. Wow! Now this information 
is not anything new; we know that Jesus came, died, and rose again. He fills our hearts when we 
receive the Holy Ghost. We know that He built the church and united believers across the world. 
What is so incredible is that the church is still alive today. The Holy Ghost is still flowing. And God 
is still gathering people to His name. His Word and His church are eternal.

Jr. High ///  Think about and write down ten reasons you are thankful for your 
church and your pastor.

Sr. High ///  Take some time to write reasons you are thankful for your church, 
teachers, pastor, and youth pastor.

Student Daily Devotional F21.indd   52Student Daily Devotional F21.indd   52 4/9/21   1:11 PM4/9/21   1:11 PM



GOD’S WORD FOR LIFE  53

THE BAPTISM OF JESUS

COMMITTED TO HIS PLAN
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 3

Read Luke 3:21–22.  
Now when all the people were baptized, it came to pass, that Jesus also being baptized, and 
praying, the heaven was opened. And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove 
upon him, and a voice came from heaven, which said, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am 
well pleased.

Jesus was baptized. Think about it! In everything that Jesus said and did, He was our most perfect 
example of a Christian life. He loved the broken, He taught His friends and followers, and He took a 
stand against unrighteousness. The beauty of Jesus’ ministry is that, unlike prophets and teachers 
from religions that worship other gods, Jesus lived out and exemplified every part of the Christian 
lifestyle. If we emulate and follow His example to even a portion of the extent that Jesus lived His 
life, we will make a lasting impact on the people around us. We will lead our friends, our families, 
and our cities to salvation.

Jr. High ///  Think about what made Jesus such an incredible teacher and leader.

Sr. High ///  Think about the way that Jesus taught and connected with others. 
How can we learn from His example and be effective communicators?

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4

Read Acts 2:37–38.   
Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest 
of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and 
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

While to some this might seem like Peter’s big moment on stage, the importance of this passage is 
seen when you notice that everyone was gathered in one place. No, it’s not just talking about the 
ones gathered in the upper room, but the Jewish people in general that had come to the city for a 
celebration. Jews from around the world gathered as God orchestrated this incredible outpouring. 
Historians might tell you this was all by chance, but we know the truth is so much sweeter. If God 
can piece together one of the greatest moments of the church by drawing together thousands 
of people from around the world, imagine what He can do to help you and elevate your ability to 
reach the lost. God is on your side, and He is always working for you.

Jr. High ///  Take some time to write down your testimony in your journal. If you 
don’t think you have a testimony, talk to your pastor or youth pastor 
about what a testimony can look like.

Sr. High ///  Record your testimony in your journal or on a note card. Write about 
some of the things you went through and how those experiences 
could help you make a connection with others who deal with 
something similar.
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LESSON 2.4LESSON 2.4

COMMITTED TO HIS PLAN
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 5

Read Acts 2:39–40.  
For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as 
the Lord our God shall call. And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save 
yourselves from this untoward generation.

These verses are a lifeline. The promise of God is not just for you, but also for everyone you 
know and love, and for your future family. If you’re struggling inside, if you’re hurting from a bad 
relationship, or if you’re confused at the world around you, know that the promise of God’s peace 
and protection is for you. Now is not the time to be afraid or to doubt His promises, because they 
are real and true and bigger than life. His plan for you is beautiful and extraordinary, and your 
identity in Christ is so much more than the world can offer. Chase His promises, and accept the 
gifts that God has for you. Repent, be baptized, embrace the Holy Ghost, and live the life that God 
has always intended for you. You are special, and you are loved.

Jr. High ///  How does the Holy Ghost affect our lives?

Sr. High ///  What is the next step you need to take to have a better relationship 
with God and to simply live a life that is more fulfilling?

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6

Read Acts 2:41–47.
Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto 
them about three thousand souls. And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and 
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 

One of the great things that the Day of Pentecost did for the church was create a network of 
believers. Sure, they were all in one place when it happened, but they had come from all over. 
When the celebration in the city ended, they returned to their homes and began the work of 
the Lord where they lived. Not only did God build a church in a day, but He made pastors and 
evangelists of thousands. In a day, God managed to piece together an incredible unified body of 
believers. It was no longer just the twelve disciples and a few hundred followers; it was an army. 
That same system of believers is there for all of us. So no matter what you are struggling with, no 
matter how lost or confused you might feel, there will always be a family of God’s people ready 
with open arms to help you in your time of need.

Jr. High ///  Make a list of three people you feel you can rely on and talk to when 
you are feeling lost or confused.

Sr. High ///  Think about your support system. Who has your back? Who can you 
talk to when you are feeling lost? Who has God placed in your life 
that you have yet to connect with that would make a great mentor or 
support for your spiritual growth?
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NOTES///

THE BAPTISM OF JESUS
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WHERE DO WE BEGIN?///
Just like God judges the unrighteous, He also stands ready to bless 
those who follow after Him. Jesus guards us and guides us! If we desire 
to walk in His righteousness, He will help us do it. 

We need to decide today, “I will walk in righteousness.” It will not always 
be easy. In fact, we will have to make that decision again tomorrow, and 
the next day, and every day of our lives after that. Satan will constantly 
try to influence us to do the wrong thing, and we must determine to 
do the right thing. As we walk in righteousness, we will receive God’s 
blessings. He will place His favor on our lives. There is no reward greater 
than that!

God blesses those who walk righteously.
TRUTH ABOUT GOD///

SERIES AIM 
The Book of Psalms 
provides us with 
great insight and 
encouragement in a 
number of areas for 
our walk with God. 
The series will look at 
the way the psalms 
direct our Christian 
lifestyle.

BIBLICAL PASSAGE 
Psalm 1:1–6

LESSON BIG IDEA 
I will walk in 
righteousness.

THE PERSON 
GOD BLESSES

SERIES 3: PRAISE YE THE LORD

3.1
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THE PERSON GOD BLESSES

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?///
The following questions, devotions, and action points can be used any way that you feel 
comfortable. We suggest that you use a journal, your notes app on your phone, or even the spaces 
provided in this daily devotional book to take notes, write answers, and make lists. The purpose of 
this resource is simply to give you a space to interact with the Word of God and reflect on what 
you learn from that experience.

///  Has someone ever given you guidance that was different from 
the advice of your leaders (God, pastor, parents, etc.)? 

///  How did you respond to that?

///  What is the best response to bad advice?

///  How can we know what is bad advice and what is good advice?
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LESSON 3.1

DAILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE///
DO WHAT IS RIGHT

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 8

Read Psalm 1:1.  
Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of 
sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.

This psalm prompts a simple question: “What kind of environments are you spending your time 
in?” If we spend our time around unbelievers, especially when we aren’t a light in the darkness, 
our thinking and actions can be affected in a negative way. If you’re hanging out with atheists all 
the time, pretty soon you might be the one questioning your faith, not the other way around. It’s 
important that, every once in a while, we take notice of the company we are keeping. It’s important 
that we are always on guard because the devil will stop at nothing to hurt us, especially when we 
aren’t paying attention.

Jr. High ///  Take some time to consider the friends you spend most of your time with 
and what activities take up most of your time. Think hard about if these 
things and people are helping or hurting your relationship with God.

Sr. High ///  Identify some recent actions that you know are not the most Christian 
things to have done. Were these choices made because of the friends 
you were with at the time, or is there some other reason? 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 9

Read Psalm 1:2–3.  
But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. And he 
shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his 
leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.

This passage offers us a look at the ideal Christian, someone who finds joy in the Word of God and 
someone who makes that Word a part of every day. This Christian is fed and relaxed by the Word 
of God, and it is that same Word that allows this person to grow and flourish in the eyes of God. It 
might seem like you are far from that reality; maybe you struggle to pray and meditate, or maybe 
you don’t feel like you can read the Bible for more than five minutes at a time. Whatever the reason, 
know that if you work at it, you can be like that tree and find peace at the waterside. Believe on God 
and His Word, and you will prosper.

Jr. High ///  Make a plan to read the Bible and pray for an increasing amount of 
time every day this week. Try and start with five minutes of each, and 
add five minutes each day.

Sr. High ///  Make a plan to read the Bible and pray for an increasing amount of time 
every day this week. Journal about any difficulties you had with it and 
note the changes you experienced in your spiritual life during this period.
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THE PERSON GOD BLESSES

DO WHAT IS RIGHT
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 10

Read Psalm 34:3.  
O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together.

Today’s verse is all about worship. (Surprise, surprise.) This verse may not look like much, but there 
is simplicity in the act of worship. When we worship God, all of our focus is turned to our Father 
and Creator, and the rest of the world melts quietly into the background. Just like this verse, 
worship doesn’t have to be complicated. And the truth is, worship looks a lot of different ways to 
a lot of different people. Maybe your worship comes through sacrifice, maybe through shouting or 
silently praying. Worship is all about the mindset we bring when we come to God. It is when we let 
Him know just how wonderful He is to us, for who He is and all He has done. So magnify His name 
with me, any way you know how.

Jr. High ///  Make a list of a few things you can give up this week, and spend the 
time that you have used on those activities with God instead.

Sr. High ///  Consider looking at how much time you spend on social media this 
week and spend half of that time with God instead.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11

Read Psalm 1:4–5.  
The ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away. Therefore the 
ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.

God is protective over us, and He will not stand for evil trying to creep its way into our lives. He 
is our fortress and strength. When we are threatened by sin or evil of any kind, it is important 
that we remember we can run to Him and He will keep and protect us. The last thing we should 
ever want is to find ourselves being blown away from the presence of God, like others who made 
wrong decisions and spent their time in the company of the wicked. Surround yourself with good 
people and continually think on good and godly things. He will protect you. It doesn’t mean don’t 
be a friend and a witness to the ungodly, but it does mean you shouldn’t make them your best and 
closest friends.

Jr. High ///  How can we impact others without being influenced by them?

Sr. High ///  Have you ever found yourself in a situation where you were doing 
something sinful just because everyone else you were with wanted you 
to do it? How do we protect ourselves from peer pressure and starting 
bad habits?
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LESSON 3.1LESSON 3.1

DO WHAT IS RIGHT
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12

Read Psalm 1:6.  
For the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall perish.

Similar to yesterday’s devotional, we see this verse again address the fact that those who live 
ungodly lives will be punished and lost. For the people who love God and keep His commands, 
on the other hand, they will be shown a path that is good. It is important that we realize that just 
because the path of the righteous and holy is good, it does not mean the path will always be easy. 
The Bible tells us that it rains on the good and the bad. This means regardless of your path, you 
are going to deal with life’s problems. Thankfully, when we walk in holiness alongside God, He is 
there to support us and pick us up when we fall or feel weak. Walk the path of righteousness, and 
rely on Jesus.

Jr. High ///  Make a list of some ways that we display holiness.

Sr. High ///  Why is holiness important? Write down some ways that we can display 
holiness.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13

Read Psalm 34:1–2.  
I will bless the Lord at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth. My soul shall make 
her boast in the Lord: the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad.

Earlier this week we talked about worship and its place in our day. The passage above seems to 
build off of that concept and adds that we should continually be in a state of worship. Now, you 
might be thinking to yourself, How is that even possible? Well, if we take things literally, it doesn’t 
seem like we would have time for much else. But if we look at the heart of the passage, the true 
meaning is a lot more obvious. The psalmist is telling the reader that praise and worship should be 
part of our every day, a mindset and a lifestyle, not just what we do when God does something for 
us. Instead, if we are intentional and make a habit of praising God just because He is God, eventually 
praising Him will become second nature, as natural as blinking or breathing. When we make a point 
to praise God because of who He is, everything we know about worship is bound to change.

Jr. High ///  What are some ways we worship God that don’t involve singing or 
playing an instrument?

Sr. High ///  What ways do we worship God when we are not in a church service? 
What do you think your most used form of worship is?
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NOTES///

THE PERSON GOD BLESSES
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WHERE DO WE BEGIN?///
When God is our Shepherd, we experience His goodness and mercy! 
Because He is good, He protects us from all that is evil. He guards our 
hearts and minds and helps us make the right decisions. Because He is 
merciful, He provides for all of our needs. He makes sure we are never in 
want, but we have everything necessary to sustain both our body and 
our spirit. 

If we want access to those great benefits, we must decide to follow the 
Lord and enjoy His protection and provision. We must submit to the way 
that He is leading us and trust that He has our best interests at heart.

The Lord is my Shepherd.
TRUTH ABOUT GOD///

THE LORD WATCHES 
OVER US

SERIES AIM 
The Book of Psalms 
provides us with 
great insight and 
encouragement in a 
number of areas for 
our walk with God. 
The series will look at 
the way the psalms 
direct our Christian 
lifestyle.

BIBLICAL PASSAGE 
Psalm 23:1–6

LESSON BIG IDEA 
I will follow the 
Lord and enjoy 
His protection and 
provision.

SERIES 3: PRAISE YE THE LORD

3.2
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THE LORD WATCHES OvER US

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?///
The following questions, devotions, and action points can be used any way that you feel 
comfortable. We suggest that you use a journal, your notes app on your phone, or even the spaces 
provided in this daily devotional book to take notes, write answers, and make lists. The purpose of 
this resource is simply to give you a space to interact with the Word of God and reflect on what 
you learn from that experience.

///  When has true, biblical love been shown to you? 

///  When have you shown true, biblical love to someone else? 

///  What are some things needed to truly love someone? 

///  How do we show that kind of love to God?
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LESSON 3.2

DAILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE///
HE PROTECTS US

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 15

Read Psalm 23:1.  
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want

Do you have needs? What is stopping you from taking them to God? Traditionally, sheep are not 
all that special or extraordinary, but what they are is loyal to their master. The shepherd cared for 
his sheep and gave them everything they ever needed to survive. He protected them and sheered 
their wool when it became too much for them to carry. The shepherd provided everything they 
needed to survive. That is why the image of Jesus as our Shepherd is so important and true to 
form. He cares for us, protects us, provides for us, and above all He takes away our burdens when 
they are too much for us to carry. Everything you could ever want or need is found in Jesus.

Jr. High ///  What things has God given you and your family?

Sr. High ///  Count your blessings, literally. Take some time to identify things that 
God has blessed you and your family with.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 16

Read Psalm 23:2.  
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.

Jesus is our comfort and peace. He knows our troubles, and He knows what problems attack our 
hearts and minds each day. Thankfully, He also knows everything that soothes our minds and 
brings our hearts peace. No matter what you’re going through, no matter what you’re dealing with, 
Jesus has all the answers. There is nothing too complex or broken for Him to fix, no life too lost to 
redeem. When we are at our very worst and have nowhere to turn, Jesus is our rescue and on Him 
we can cast all our cares and fears.

Jr. High ///  Make a list of some things in life that you are afraid of. Make a point to 
pray about these fears and ask God for help in overcoming them.

Sr. High ///  Make a list of some fear and uncertainties you have had this year. Take 
a moment to pray for strength and understanding and ask God to help 
you deal with these fears.
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THE LORD WATCHES OvER US

HE PROTECTS US
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17

Read Psalm 23:3.  
He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.

God restores us in every area of our lives. No matter if we are struggling with loss, depression, 
anger, or something even worse, God’s promise is that He will help to restore and renew our 
hearts and minds in a way that no one else can. It’s important to have people around you to help 
you. However, we should understand that true, lasting changes come from God. He will send you 
people to push you closer to Him. He will have you make some hard decisions that push you closer 
to Him. Sometimes God may even take things away from you because it will cause you to look at 
your life and realize that you need Him to make you new. If we let God work on us, we will leave 
His presence better than we came.

Jr. High ///  Have you ever had anything taken away from you because it was for 
your own good?

Sr. High ///  What are some things that you have had taken away or have given up 
so that you could have a better, healthier lifestyle? 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 18

Read Psalm 23:4.    
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with 
me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

We live in a world in which evil is everywhere. The news is full of horrible acts of violence, and it’s 
clear that people have trouble recognizing the difference between right and wrong. There was 
once a time in our world where some people felt you could go to sleep with your doors unlocked 
(though for some that was never the case), but unfortunately sin has grown so much, that even 
locks on your doors aren’t enough to stop the evil from getting in. Our only hope and safety is 
found in Jesus. When temptation comes or when we are cornered by life’s problems, only Jesus 
can lead us through the darkness into His marvelous light. Only Jesus can give us peace when the 
world is falling around us. When we find our peace in Jesus, there is nothing that can truly harm us.

Jr. High ///  List some things that are beneficial in fighting temptation.

Sr. High ///  What are some things that help you personally fight against 
temptation and overcome sin?
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LESSON 3.2LESSON 3.2

HE PROTECTS US
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19

Read Psalm 23:5–6.  
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with 
oil; my cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I 
will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

The psalmist is incredibly thankful for the blessings the Lord has given. Despite being surrounded 
by enemies and being confronted by life’s problems, we can know God is still good and provides 
a place of comfort and rest. Wherever the psalmist goes, he is followed by the goodness and 
blessings of God. It might seem like we hear it a lot, but when we are invested in God and His 
plan, things just work out. The psalmist saw that blessings and incredible miracles were happening 
everywhere around him when he followed the Lord. This isn’t a coincidence, and if something 
miraculous happens in your life, you need to realize it didn’t happen by chance. When we have the 
name of Jesus all over our lives, incredible things are going to happen—not only for you, but also for 
everyone around you.

Jr. High ///  Ask around your friends, family, and church to hear some peoples’ 
stories and the miracles that God has done for them.

Sr. High ///  Talk to friends and family about miracles that God has done for them. 
Write down some of these examples, and then think about instances 
where God did something miraculous for you.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20

Read Hebrews 13:8.  
Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.

This verse is so important to the way we view God. It seems like people look at God in the Old 
Testament and find what they think are differences between the way He acted then and the way 
that Jesus acted in the New Testament. To be clear, God and Jesus are one, and He is the same, 
consistent every day, without exception. So do you need a little consistency in your life? Let’s just 
agree to give God a chance today; let all your problems and sin fall at His feet. He isn’t looking to 
tear you down or throw some plagues at you, but He is that same Jesus that loved and healed so 
many. He is unchanging, and His love for you is unwavering.

Jr. High ///  In a private space, take some time to just sit and talk to God. Let Him 
talk to you in return. Journal about what you feel.

Sr. High ///  Take a few minutes to sit and pray in a prayer closet or private place. 
Thank God for who He is and ask for Him to speak to you. Journal 
about what you felt.
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NOTES///

THE LORD WATCHES OvER US
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WHERE DO WE BEGIN?///
God is a God of restoration. He forgives us so we can be restored. 
Sometimes when we mess up and have to repent, we feel like we are 
starting over with God. We believe we must do a bunch of extra things 
to re-earn His favor. This is not true. When we repent, God restores us all 
the way back to where we were when we fell.

Repentance does not have to be something eloquent. You do not have 
to say a bunch of fancy words for God to be willing to forgive you. Just 
speak from the heart. Admit the wrong that you have done, and admit 
that you need Jesus’ help to right that wrong. When you do, He will visit 
you. He will forgive you, He will restore you, and He will remind you of 
just how much He loves you.

God will forgive us when we repent.
TRUTH ABOUT GOD///

CREATE IN ME A 
CLEAN HEART

SERIES AIM 
The Book of Psalms 
provides us with 
great insight and 
encouragement in a 
number of areas for 
our walk with God. 
The series will look at 
the way the psalms 
direct our Christian 
lifestyle.

BIBLICAL PASSAGE 
Psalm 51:1–19

LESSON BIG IDEA 
I will repent when I sin.

SERIES 3: PRAISE YE THE LORD

3.3
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CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?///
The following questions, devotions, and action points can be used any way that you feel 
comfortable. We suggest that you use a journal, your notes app on your phone, or even the spaces 
provided in this daily devotional book to take notes, write answers, and make lists. The purpose of 
this resource is simply to give you a space to interact with the Word of God and reflect on what 
you learn from that experience.

///  Have you ever experienced temptation? 

///  How often is temptation a problem in our lives?

///  How often does temptation come through a person or a habit?

///  What are some things you can do to protect yourself from 
temptation?
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LESSON 3.3

DAILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE///
HE WILL FORGIVE US

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 22

Read James 1:14.  
But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.

The truth about sin and temptation is that we are all very different. Different temptations affect 
people differently. The enemy knows what works on you, so it is very important to know for 
yourself what temptations are problems for you, because the devil is going to throw everything 
he has at you to try to make you slip up and sin. Temptation will never be something we can 
completely avoid, but if we are willing to set up some guidelines in our lives, we can be really 
good about avoiding unnecessary temptation. It starts with prayer and may require you to give up 
some things along the way, but it is so much better to delete a tempting app than to find yourself 
swallowed by sin and unable to get out.

Jr. High ///  How can apps and forms of social media be productive? How can they 
be destructive?

Sr. High ///  What are some beneficial ways to use social media? If we aren’t using 
them for that purpose, then what is the point?

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 23

Read Colossians 2:13–14.  
And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened 
together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 

This passage is a declaration of victory that is so inspiring! You were dead in sin, but God has 
rescued you and revived you. Your sins are erased, nailed to the cross and dead like your past 
because of Jesus’ sacrifice. The enemy is defeated; kingdoms and powers of sin and evil have been 
torn down. Jesus has conquered every enemy, and in His victory the enemy has no more power to 
persecute the men and women of God. Wow! Are you thankful to serve a God that is powerful and 
victorious? There is no question that He is in control of the world. And if we will let Him, He will be 
in control of our lives. If you are afraid, give it to Him. If you have doubt, give it to Him. He has won 
and will reign over Heaven and the earth forever.

Jr. High ///  What are some ways that you know God is in control?

Sr. High ///  If we are having trouble giving God control of our lives and problems, 
what can we do to be more open with Him?
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CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART

HE WILL FORGIVE US
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24

Read Psalm 51:1–3.  
Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of 
thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. 

Admitting you are wrong is one of the most difficult things anyone must do. Often it’s awkward, 
embarrassing, and leaves you feeling defeated—like all the air rushing out of a balloon. It is never 
easy, but it is always necessary if you want to preserve any kind of friendship or relationship. At some 
point or another you will be wrong, but are you going to be big enough in that moment to admit it? 
What is so amazing about God is that no matter what you do, you are never out of reach of His love 
and forgiveness. No matter the sin and regardless of how bad you’ve messed up, if you are willing to 
admit to God that you made a mistake, He is ready to pour out limitless grace and forgiveness. Get 
past the embarrassment and understand that you, not your insufficiences, are what matters to God. 
He just wants you to recognize you messed up, and He will set you free from that guilt.

Jr. High ///  God forgiving you is never an issue, but how do you forgive yourself? 
Write a letter to yourself, in your journal, forgiving yourself for past 
mistakes and bad decisions.

Sr. High ///  Writing a letter to yourself can be beneficial mentally and spiritually. 
In your journal, write a letter to yourself about forgiveness and moving 
on from your past mistakes.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 25

Read Psalm 51:10.   
Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.

When we talk about spiritual things, a lot of people like to talk about our spiritual health separately 
from our physical and mental health. That can confuse us about just how in tune we need to be 
across all areas of our lives in a way that is fulfilling and joyful. Everything we do to our bodies 
and our minds affects our spiritual lives, so when the psalmist asks for a clean heart and a right 
spirit, he is hitting on the necessity of purity and balance. We need to take care of our bodies by 
eating right and getting enough sleep. We need to take care of our hearts as we protect ourselves 
from harmful people and relationships. And most important, we need to fuel our spirits as we fill 
our lives with good things and righteous thoughts. Feeding your soul with the Word of God and 
dedicating time to your relationship with God are nonnegotiables. If we can find balance and 
health in all of these areas through the renewal God offers us, our lives will be happy and fulfilled.

Jr. High ///  This one should be easy. Set a bedtime tonight and stick to it. Read 
your Bible and pray before bed for good measure.

Sr. High ///  Set a bedtime for your physical health, and set time before bed to read 
your Bible and pray for your spiritual health. Think of some other ways 
you can be a good steward of your health this week.
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LESSON 3.3LESSON 3.3

HE WILL FORGIVE US
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26

Read I John 1:9.  
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.

Jesus wants us to live better and to admit when we’re wrong. And since sin separates us from 
Him, of course He wants us to stay away from sin. Jesus loves it when we live righteously and do 
the right thing, so why is it so difficult for us to do that? What always gets in your way when you 
are doing your best and quickly find yourself on the wrong side of a bad decision? If we take a 
moment to look inside ourselves, those answers become pretty clear. As much wrong as we do 
and as much as we consistently fail, Jesus still loves us. He still wants to forgive us and cleanse us 
from all of our sin. Even when we don’t have it all figured out, He is there to make things right like 
only He can.

Jr. High ///  Spend some time outside today. Meditate on the last week, and think 
about interactions where you could have acted more appropriately.

Sr. High ///  Spend some time outside today. Meditate and pray about the 
interactions you have had with friends and family this week. Did you 
always respond correctly? Did you listen and obey when asked? What 
prevented you from making the right decisions when you didn't use 
the best judgment?

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27

Read Psalm 51:12.   
Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit.

The psalmist had clearly been through a lot. Sin, problems, mistakes: every one of these felt all too 
common for the writer. But it is only because the palmist had made it through his troubles that he 
could write from this simple and powerful perspective. Salvation is joy; freedom is what we require 
to live in a way that isn’t oppressive and soul-crushing. When we are forgiven, the work of God 
in our lives is freedom and salvation; it’s the renewal of our minds that the Bible talks about. This 
freedom that comes in our salvation is the only thing that keeps Christians moving forward. Because 
when you look back on your past, and you are no longer defined or bound by your mistakes, life 
becomes everything you want it to be and everything God intends it to be for His people.

Jr. High ///  Take some time to pray that God would forgive you and renew your 
mind. Write down some reasons why we need to be renewed in Jesus.

Sr. High ///  Pray and ask God to forgive you for your mistakes today. Ask Him to 
renew your heart and mind. Finally, write down in your journal some 
ways that God renews us and why it is important to go through that 
renewal process consistently.
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NOTES///

CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART
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WHERE DO WE BEGIN?///
If we have breath in our lungs, we ought to lift our voices to God in 
praise! Praise and worship should come naturally to us . . . as natural 
as breathing. When I think about how great God is, I take air into my 
body and I breathe out praise. David ends the chapter the same way He 
started it: “Praise ye the Lord.” I need to re-word that in my life; I need to 
say, “Praise me the Lord.” Make the commitment, “I will praise the Lord!” 
Beyond just clapping along to the beat of the song or following along 
with a fun chorus, we need to engage our hearts, souls, minds, and 
spirits in this act of celebrating our great God.

God designed creation to worship Him.
TRUTH ABOUT GOD///

WE WERE MADE 
TO WORSHIP

SERIES AIM 
The Book of Psalms 
provides us with 
great insight and 
encouragement in a 
number of areas for 
our walk with God. 
The series will look at 
the way the psalms 
direct our Christian 
lifestyle.

BIBLICAL PASSAGE 
Psalm 150:1–6

LESSON BIG IDEA 
I will praise the Lord.

SERIES 3: PRAISE YE THE LORD

3.4
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WE WERE MADE TO WORSHIP

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?///
The following questions, devotions, and action points can be used any way that you feel 
comfortable. We suggest that you use a journal, your notes app on your phone, or even the spaces 
provided in this daily devotional book to take notes, write answers, and make lists. The purpose of 
this resource is simply to give you a space to interact with the Word of God and reflect on what 
you learn from that experience.

///  What impact has worship had in your life?

///  What impact do you see worship having in your church services?

///  What are some ways you connect in worship to God?

///  When and where is worship acceptable?
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LESSON 3.4

DAILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE///
THE CREATOR OF EVERYTHING

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29

Read Psalm 66:4.  
All the earth shall worship thee, and shall sing unto thee; they shall sing to thy name. Selah.

In the beginning, God made everything. and it all testifies to who He is. When the birds sing, 
they are testifying. When the trees creek and sway in the wind, they are testifying. When the 
ocean crashes upon rocky shores, the sea is declaring the great name of the Lord. So how do 
you worship? When you go to church, are you worshiping? When you head to school and turn 
on Spotify to liven up the drive, are you worshiping? When you are alone in your room, are you 
worshiping? In everything that we do, we should be giving honor and glory to God, our Father 
and Creator.

Jr. High ///  What do you think living a life of worship looks like? Who are some 
people that live that way?

Sr. High ///  What are you doing to live a life of worship, at all times? Who inspires 
you to worship God in everything you do?

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 30

Read Psalm 19:1. 
The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork.

The psalmist must have spent a lot of time looking toward the stars during long nights of writing 
and meditation on God. What is more beautiful than a night sky full of stars and planets swirling 
beyond our little blue orb spinning in the heavens? God’s creation reaches far past our world, and 
the billions of planets and stars declare the glory of God far beyond what any eye can see. It’s 
incredible to think that even in the farthest reaches of space, God is still there, and His love still 
radiates across the universe. I hope that one day, in eternity, we will see up close this wonderful 
creation and the works of His hands that we behold in the sky. All creation shouts His praise.

Jr. High ///  What are some things in nature and in space that you find beautiful or 
interesting?

Sr. High ///  Write down some of the most interesting and wonderful things that 
you have seen, or want to see, in God’s creation.
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WE WERE MADE TO WORSHIP

THE CREATOR OF EVERYTHING
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1

Read Psalm 150:1. 
Praise ye the Lord. Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in the firmament of his power.

Come on now, praising the Lord in the sanctuary, in church, when the music is pumping and the 
worship leader is hitting her runs just right, is easy. How hard can it be to worship in that kind of 
place? But sometimes we bring less than our best into the house of God. We bring our shame and 
our baggage, and we let the devil tell us that we aren’t good enough to worship and praise the 
name of Jesus. The next time you find yourself with those thoughts, shut your eyes and let worship 
fill your soul. Let God touch you and then sing with everything you have. In His house, give Him the 
mightiest praise you can.

Jr. High ///  Take a moment to write down some things that make you ashamed. 
Then write down why you are thankful for God’s forgiveness.

Sr. High ///  We all have baggage. Write down some things you are or were 
ashamed of. Then write down some reasons you are thankful for 
forgiveness and Jesus’ sacrifice.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2

Read Psalm 150:2. 
Praise him for his mighty acts: praise him according to his excellent greatness.

Yeah, we know that God is great, but how much credit do we give Him for the things that happen 
in our lives? Plenty of people spend their time blaming God for their flat tires or failing grades, but 
are we thanking God when our tires are full or when that A- was unexpected? Do we thank Him 
when our meals are hot and our blankets are warm? Too often people are only looking for God in 
the big miracles and mighty acts, but the reality is that every little thing that we have, every small 
thing that we are given, comes from God. Every good and perfect thing comes from Him, and the 
quicker we recognize that fact, the more in tune with God we will be.

Jr. High ///  What are some small things God did in the Bible for His people? What 
are some small things God has done for you?

Sr. High ///  Think about the small things God has done for you. Think about how it 
makes you feel knowing that God cares for your needs, no matter how 
small and insignificant. 
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LESSON 3.4LESSON 3.4

THE CREATOR OF EVERYTHING
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3

Read Psalm 150:3–5. 
Praise him with the sound of the trumpet: praise him with the psaltery and harp. Praise him with 
the timbrel and dance: praise him with stringed instruments and organs. Praise him upon the 
loud cymbals: praise him upon the high sounding cymbals.

Do you play an instrument? What about a talent? Do you have one of those? What are you good 
at? What do you do well that just really makes you happy? You see, this passage isn’t just for the 
guitar player or the great singer, but for everyone to whom God has given a talent. One of the 
saddest stories in the Bible revolves around a man who took his one talent and buried it in the 
ground. He was lost and punished because he refused to use his talent the way the master wanted 
it to be used. You have talents, both hidden and public, and God wants you to use them for His 
glory every chance you get. Don’t bury that passion for skateboarding or writing; use your interests 
to bring joy to people you love. Don’t hide your love for poetry; write your poems to the Lord. In 
every talent you have, use it to the very best of your ability, and in doing so, let God be praised.

Jr. High ///  What are some activities you love that are not church-related 
activities? How can you use them to give God glory?

Sr. High ///  Think about the talents God has given you. What kinds of people 
can you reach with those gifts or talents? Is it possible that we were 
given gifts to build relationships and win the lost because our talents 
connect us with lost people?

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4

Read Psalm 150:6. 
Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord. Praise ye the Lord.

There is really no reason to complicate the message of this verse. If you are breathing, if your blood 
is pumping, and your soul is in your body, then what are you waiting for? Praise God because He 
is everything you need and more. He is Father and Creator; praise Him. He is your Comforter and 
Deliverer; praise Him. Do not let anything get in the way of your giving God every bit of praise and 
worship that He deserves. You do not want to be the one who makes rocks sing His praise. Nothing 
should stop you from lifting Him up and thanking Him for everything that He is and everything He 
has done. Praise ye the Lord.

Jr. High ///  Take a moment to thank God for all He has done in your life and for the 
way He has helped you grow since starting this devotional series.

Sr. High ///  Take some time and pray, thanking God for the way He has helped and 
changed your relationship with Him over the last couple of months. 
Using your journal, record any final thoughts you have about this week 
of devotionals.
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NOTES///

WE WERE MADE TO WORSHIP
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