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SERIES 1: LOVING THE UNLOVED

WHERE DO WE BEGIN?///
After Jesus rose from the dead, He spent many days with His disciples, 
talking with them. Finally, though, He was ready to ascend up to Heaven. 
The last thing He said to His disciples was important; they would 
certainly remember it forever. He told them to make disciples, but He 
also shared that they would not have to do it alone. He would send them 
the Holy Spirit, which would empower them to be effective witnesses in 
the kingdom of God. As He ascended, He told them to go to Jerusalem 
to wait for this experience. Though 500 people heard Jesus’ final words, 
only 120 of them followed His instructions. We find out in Acts 2 that the 
patience and perseverance of that group of people paid off on the Day 
of Pentecost.

TRUTH ABOUT GOD///
God writes His law on our hearts through the Holy Spirit.

HANDWRITING 
ON THE HEART

SERIES BIG IDEA 
This series shows the 
great love that Jesus 
has for all people. 
Just as He loved 
the broken, we too 
should love without 
discrimination.

BIBLICAL PASSAGE 
Jeremiah 31:31–34; 
Acts 2:1–18, 37–41

THE TRUTH 
ABOUT MY LIFE 
I will hide God’s Word 
in my heart and daily 
live it out in my life.

1.1
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WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?///
The following questions, devotions, and action points can be used any way you feel comfortable. 
We suggest using a journal, the notes app on your phone, or the spaces provided in this daily 
devotional book to take notes, write answers, and make lists. The purpose of this resource is to give 
you a space to interact with the Word of God and reflect on what you learn from that experience.

///  What did the Feast of Pentecost represent? Why was it 
important?

///  Why do we need God’s law to be written on our hearts?

///  What is the Holy Spirit?

/// How does the Holy Spirit help us?

HANDWRITING ON THE HEART
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DAILY DEVOTIONAL GUIDE///
THE HOLY SPIRIT IN US

MONDAY, JUNE 6

Read Deuteronomy 16:10–12. 
And thou shalt keep the feast of weeks unto the Lord thy God with a tribute of a freewill 
offering of thine hand, which thou shalt give unto the Lord thy God, according as the Lord thy 
God hath blessed thee: and thou shalt rejoice before the Lord thy God, thou, and thy son, and 
thy daughter, and thy manservant, and thy maidservant, and the Levite that is within thy gates, 
and the stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, that are among you, in the place which the 
Lord thy God hath chosen to place his name there. And thou shalt remember that thou wast a 
bondman in Egypt: and thou shalt observe and do these statutes.

Based on this passage, it seems like it was really important to God that Israel knew the Feast of 
Weeks, a.k.a. Feast of Pentecost, was for anyone who wanted to participate. This seems to be 
quite the opposite of how many of the Jews were acting during Jesus’ day, when they excluded 
many from opportunities to worship. Hundreds of years before the Day of Pentecost took place, 
God was showing His people that His Spirit is for everyone, not just an elite few. 

Jr. High ///  What do you think the Feast of Weeks was like? Write down your 
thoughts or draw a picture.

Sr. High ///  The Feast was for everyone. What are some other groups of people who 
could have been included in Deuteronomy? Write down your thoughts.

TUESDAY, JUNE 7

Read Jeremiah 31:31–34. 
Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, 
and with the house of Judah . . . I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their 
hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people. And they shall teach no more every 
man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for they shall all know 
me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord: for I will forgive their 
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.

I have had an iPhone for a very long time. I think the first iPhone I owned was the iPhone 4S, which 
came out in 2011. Although the iPhone has gone through some redesigns over the years, it is the 
same basic shape and layout that it has always been. Still, each model is at least slightly better than 
the one before it. The Old Covenant was good, but this New Covenant was “new and improved.” 
This time, God did not just command His people to live righteously; He empowered them to do so. 

Jr. High ///  Why do you think God commanded His people to tell others about the 
New Covenant? Write down your thoughts.

Sr. High ///  How else is the New Covenant better than the Old Covenant? Write 
down your thoughts.

LESSON 1.1
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THE HOLY SPIRIT IN US
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8

Read Acts 2:1–4. 
And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And 
suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house 
where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat 
upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other 
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

The first verse of Acts 2 is very important. The people were not scattered all over Jerusalem praying 
by themselves; they were gathered together and praying for the same thing. Unity matters. Although 
we each need our own walk with God, often the biggest and best breakthroughs come when the 
body of Christ is praying and seeking God in unity. Pentecost happened because they were together.

Jr. High ///  What are some ways unity benefits a church? Make a list of at least five ways.

Sr. High ///  Think about what unites your youth group and ways you can be a 
positive influence for unity. Write down your thoughts. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 9

Read Acts 2:5–13. 
And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven. Now 
when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded, because that 
every man heard them speak in his own language. And they were all amazed and marvelled, 
saying one to another, Behold, are not all these which speak Galilaeans? And how hear we every 
man in our own tongue, wherein we were born? Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the 
dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, Phrygia, and 
Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and 
proselytes, Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of 
God. And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another, What meaneth this? 
Others mocking said, These men are full of new wine.

Have you ever saw something strange happening and wondered to yourself, What in the world is going 
on? Maybe you saw a crowd gathering in school, and you wondered what was attracting their attention. 
This is the way the crowd reacted at Pentecost. God was moving in such a miraculous way that it caused 
everyone to pay attention. We need moves of God like that. 

Jr. High ///   What was the most incredible church service you have ever experienced? 
Journal about your experience.

Sr. High ///  What would it take for your church to have a move of God that got 
everyone’s attention like it did in Acts 2? Write down your thoughts.

HANDWRITING ON THE HEART
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THE HOLY SPIRIT IN US
FRIDAY, JUNE 10

Read Acts 2:37–39. 
Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest 
of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and 
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all 
that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. 

Have you ever found yourself sitting in class and thinking to yourself, What am I supposed to do with 
all this information? How does this apply to my life? Maybe you are learning some things in school 
that will not matter much when you get older, but when it comes to hearing the gospel, we certainly 
need to ask, “What am I supposed to do with this information?” Thankfully, Peter answered, telling 
how to be born again: “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”

Jr. High ///  Have you been born again according to the plan laid out in this 
passage? If so, what was your experience like? Pick a friend to tell 
about your experience. If you have not been born again, what is 
holding you back? Consider sitting down with a leader in your church 
to talk about it.

Sr. High ///  How would you explain this passage to a friend with whom you are 
trying to share the plan of salvation? Write that friend a letter.

SATURDAY, JUNE 11

Read Psalm Acts 2:40-41. 
And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward 
generation. Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were 
added unto them about three thousand souls.

I enjoy putting together LEGO spaceships with my son. Each one of them comes with a set of 
instructions. If all we did was look at the instructions, would the spaceship get built? No. We have 
to do something with those instructions. The people gathered on the Day of Pentecost did not just 
hear Peter’s instructions; they responded to them. It resulted in those people being added to the 
church. Faith is demonstrated by our obedience.

Jr. High ///  What do you think it would be like watching three thousand people 
being baptized? How do you think they baptized that many people? 
Write down your ideas.

Sr. High ///  This passage says Peter used “many other words” to warn the people 
so they could stay away from sin. If you were going to warn your peers 
at school, what would you say? What “many other words” would you 
use? Write down your thoughts.

LESSON 1.1
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NOTES///
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