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HANDWRITING 
ON THE HEART

JUNE 5, 2022

SERIES 1: LOVING THE UNLOVED

PRETEEN TRANSITION ( 5 MIN )

WHAT FRUIT? 

1. Galatians 5:22–23 says, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.”

2. Cut up nine different fruits and place them into nine bowls. 

3. One at a time, blindfold students and give them each fruit to see if they can guess 
what the fruit is. 

4. Emphasize that the fruit of the Spirit is a beautiful byproduct of walking in the Spirit, 
or following God so closely that He shapes our hearts and our nature. 

5. We must have the Spirit working in our lives to produce fruit. We must have the power 
of the Holy Ghost working in us to overcome sin, seflishness, and everything in between. 

SERIES BIG IDEA
This series shows the 
great love that Jesus 
has for all people. Just 
as He loved the broken, 
we too should love 
without discrimination.

BIBLICAL PASSAGE 
Jeremiah 31:31–34;  
Acts 2:1–18, 37–41  

THE TRUTH 
ABOUT MY LIFE 
I will hide God’s Word 
in my heart and daily 
live it out in my life.

TRUTH ABOUT GOD///

God writes His law on our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit.

///

9

Daily Devotional Check-In ///

Last week we talked the work of the Holy Ghost in our lives. When we allow the Holy Ghost 
in, we open the door to the and the miraculous in our lives and the lives of our family.

1.1

Youth LG Sum22.indd   9Youth LG Sum22.indd   9 12/6/21   9:24 AM12/6/21   9:24 AM



///After journeying for many miles and staying in town with family, the boy and his mother were at the Temple. He had 
heard the story many times before of why they must journey all the way to the Temple on this particular day, but he 
still had many unanswered questions.

The boy asked, “Mother, the name of the feast is ‘Pentecost,’ right?” 

“That is correct,” his mother replied patiently. “Well, really it has many names. We also call it the Feast of Weeks, the 
Feast of Harvest, or the Feast of Firstfruits.” 

“And we celebrate it because it is a time to remember the giving of the Law?” the boy asked again. 

“Yes,” said his mother. “The Law is one of the most important gifts the one true God has ever given our people. It is 
how we can know for sure what we need to do to honor Him and be blessed by Him.”

“Is that why we’re under Roman rule—because we did not follow the Law?” the boy asked. 

“Well, I believe so, yes,” replied his mother. “And that is why our people fell into bondage to the Persians before the 
Romans, to the Babylonians before them, and were plagued by the Philistines and the Midianites before them.”

The boy frowned. “That’s what I don’t really understand. We have the Law. We know exactly what we are supposed 
to do. We have feasts that we keep and festivals that we honor. We have all kinds of ceremonies and things. We have 
rulers and priests to help us do what’s right. So why do we keep doing what’s wrong?”

His mother paused. It was a question she had pondered many times before. “I suppose that’s because our hearts are 
deceitful and desperately wicked, like Jeremiah said. I don’t know if we’re really capable of doing the right thing all 
the time.”

“Does that mean we’ll always be in bondage?” The boy’s final question hung in the air. 

“I hope not,” his mother finally responded. “I hope not.”

LESSON 1.1

WHERE DO WE BEGIN?///( 5 MIN )

10

ENGAGE/// ( 10 MIN )

OPTION 1
1. Prior to class, place a lamp close to an outlet, but 

do not plug it in. 
2. Call up a volunteer. Ask the student to turn on the 

lamp. Since the lamp is not plugged in, nothing 
will happen. 

3. Again, ask the volunteer to turn on the lamp. The 
student will likely say he or she already did. Ask 
the student to check and see if there is a lightbulb. 
The answer will be yes. 

4. Ask the student why the light isn’t coming on. 
Encourage the student to investigate. The goal is 
for the student to realize the lamp isn’t plugged 
into the power outlet. 

5. Once the problem is found and the lamp plugged 
in, have the student turn it on. 

6. When the light comes on, emphasize to the class 
the importance of the power source. 

7. An object can have all the necessary elements 
needed to work, but without a power source, 
nothing happens. 

8. If we aren’t connected to the Holy Ghost, we’re 
missing the key to overcoming our selfish nature. 

OPTION 2
1. Ask students if they plan to use a credit or debit 

card one day as adults. The first thing you do when 
you get a new credit or debit card is activate it. 

2. Explain: A debit card can be connected to a bank 
account with a large sum of money. A credit card 
can have a large line of credit. However, if the card 
hasn’t been activated, none of that money can be 
accessed. There’s nothing wrong with the card or the 
way you are using it; it just needs to be activated to 
access the power it has. 

3. God has all the power we need. We understand the 
power of God and we know the Holy Ghost is real and 
mighty, but sometimes it may seem as if that power is 
not working in our lives. The problem is in whether we 
have activated the power of the Holy Ghost.
• Have you allowed the Holy Ghost a place in 

your life? 

• Do you spend time praying in the Spirit and 
entertaining the Holy Ghost?

4. Activate the power that belongs to you.

HANDWRITING ON THE HEART

 God writes His law on our hearts through the Holy Spirit. I will hide God’s Word in my heart and daily live it out in my life.
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WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?///( 25 MIN )
 

A. The Feast of Pentecost
1. The Old Testament contains many important feasts that were kept by the Jewish people. 

Each one of those feasts was designed to bring to Israel’s remembrance the importance of 
the covenant relationship the nation had with the one true God. 

2. Among those festivals was the Feast of Pentecost. It went by many names, as we learned 
in the opening story. The purpose of this feast was to celebrate the harvest.
a. The harvest was a very important time in Israel. In Bible times, people considered 

droughts and famines to be a sign of God’s judgment for their unrighteousness.
b. The opposite was true for the harvest. A good harvest was a sign of God’s blessings; it 

meant He was pleased with the nation.
c. Israel celebrated the harvest because they saw a good harvest as evidence they were 

in good standing with the one true God.

3. Every feast had a specific purpose. The purpose of the Feast of Pentecost was to 
commemorate God giving the Law to Moses on Mount Sinai. 

Read Deuteronomy 16:10–12. 
And thou shalt keep the feast of weeks unto the Lord thy God with a tribute of a freewill 
offering of thine hand, which thou shalt give unto the Lord thy God, according as the Lord 
thy God hath blessed thee: and thou shalt rejoice before the Lord thy God, thou, and thy 
son, and thy daughter, and thy manservant, and thy maidservant, and the Levite that is 
within thy gates, and the stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, that are among you, 
in the place which the Lord thy God hath chosen to place his name there. And thou shalt 
remember that thou wast a bondman in Egypt: and thou shalt observe and do these statutes.

4. Notice, this was not a somber time of quiet reflection. This feast was about rejoicing. It was 
a celebration. The Israelites brought the first and very best part of their harvest along with 
an animal sacrifice to the Temple. As they offered it, they joyfully worshiped God for all the 
ways He had blessed them.

5. It is interesting that this was specifically a celebration for everyone. Every man, woman, 
and child, regardless of their social standing, was to be there:
a. Servants were there.
b. Strangers were there (not just those who were Jews).
c. Orphans and widows were there.
d. If you happened to be in Israel, you were invited to the party.

6. We should have that same spirit of celebration around God’s provision and His principles. 
In other words, we should rejoice over all Jesus has done for us, and we should thank Him 
for giving us His law. Without the Word of God, we would not know how to receive His 
blessings in the first place.

11
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 God writes His law on our hearts through the Holy Spirit. I will hide God’s Word in my heart and daily live it out in my life.
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JR. HIGH BREAKOUT///

1. Ask students to identify a time when they knew to do right but didn’t. Ask them not to share the specific 
event, but have them talk about why they didn’t do the right thing. 

2. Discussion prompts: 

• Had it been a while since you prayed? 

• Did you stop and ask God to help you with the right decision? 

• Were you focused only on what you wanted? 

• How hard is it to figure out things on your own?

Read Romans 7:19.
For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do.

3. Even Paul understood this basic concept of fallen humanity. We need something bigger than our own ability 
to help us.

1. Have you ever tried your hand at something you really wanted to do, but you just 
weren’t good enough?
a. Maybe you tried out for a sports team at school but didn’t make the cut.
b. Maybe you wanted to perform in the school play, but you weren’t selected.
c. Maybe you worked really hard to get an A on your algebra test, but the best you 

could manage was a C+.

2. We all have had those moments in life. So did the nation of Israel, but for them, it was 
not just about missing the final cut for the team or getting a lower grade than they 
wanted. For them, it was far more serious.

3. Israel wanted desperately to serve God the right way, but over the course of their 
history, they kept messing up. Every time it seemed they were finally on the right path, 
they would fall into a familiar trap and end up far away from God’s law. 

4. God realized this, so He spoke to His prophet. Through Jeremiah, the Lord promised a 
New Covenant.

Read Jeremiah 31:31–34.
Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel, and with the house of Judah: not according to the covenant that I made with their 
fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; 
which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the Lord: 
but this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, 
saith the Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will 
be their God, and they shall be my people. And they shall teach no more every man his 
neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for they shall all know me, 
from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord: for I will forgive their 
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.

5. God promised that the Law would be written not just on tablets of stone but on our 
hearts and our minds.

6. Praise God for the New Covenant. We should all be very thankful for it. Because of that 
covenant, we don’t just know what we should do; we also have the power to do it.

LESSON 1.1
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Daily Devotional  
Insight ///

The devotional focus 
this week has to do with 
allowing God to show 
us how He wants us to 
live our lives. If we have 
the Holy Ghost and trust 
His Word, we will be 
a perfect example for 
those around us.

HANDWRITING ON THE HEART
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1. Israel wanted desperately to serve God the right way, but over the course of their 
history, they kept messing up. Every time it seemed they were finally on the right path, 
they would fall into a familiar trap and end up far away from God’s law. 

2. God realized this. Because of this, He spoke to His prophet. Through Jeremiah, the Lord 
promised a New Covenant.

Read Jeremiah 31:31–34.
Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel, and with the house of Judah: not according to the covenant that I made with their 
fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; 
which my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the Lord: 
but this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, 
saith the Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will 
be their God, and they shall be my people. And they shall teach no more every man his 
neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for they shall all know me, 
from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord: for I will forgive their 
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.

3. God promised that the Law would be written not just on tablets of stone but on our 
hearts and our minds.

4. When we allow the Word of God to fill every part of our lives, things begin to change in us. 
a. Sin has no place in a place of righteousness, and when we are committed to 

God’s Word and will for our lives, it becomes increasingly difficult for sin to gain a 
foothold. 

b. We should be investing our time in spiritual things whenever we can. It may be 
hard at first and it may feel as if we are missing out on what others are doing, but 
dedication to spiritual things will help to protect us when the rest of the world is 
dealing with bigger problems. 

c. Because of God’s New Covenant, we can live our lives knowing that He loves us 
perfectly, and if we take the time to have a relationship with Him, He will bless us 
beyond belief. 

5. Praise God for the New Covenant. We should all be very thankful for it. Because of that 
covenant, we don’t just know what we should do; we also have the power to do it.
a. Read your Bible.
b. Start every day with prayer.
c. Seek the Lord and yield to the Spirit, which means you will speak in tongues regularly. 
d. Take the time to have a relationship with God. There is no better way to live.

SR. HIGH BREAKOUT///

1. The term worldview has become a buzzword in our culture. It refers to the lens through which people see the 
world, their own lives, and what is right or wrong. 

2. The idea is that a person’s worldview directly affects his or her behavior. How people see things will 
determine how they make decisions. 

3. If a person’s worldview is determined from culture, tradition, environment, and so on, the value system of that 
source will determine how that person acts. 

4. When we receive the Holy Ghost and are baptized in Jesus’ name, we are immediately adopted into the 
body of Christ. We become sons and daughters of His kingdom, a kingdom that is not regulated by the value 
systems of this world. 

5. Our worldview or lenses through which we see the world becomes the Word of God, with the Holy Ghost 
giving us the power to live by that worldview. Our value system is determined by the Word, and the Holy 
Ghost empowers us to live by those values. 

6. We are not our own, or of this world; we now belong to the King of kings.

13

Daily Devotional  
Insight ///

The devotional focus 
this week has to do with 
allowing God to show us 
how He wants us to live 
our lives. In the middle of 
all of the other voices in 
our lives, the Holy Ghost 
will give us the perfect 
instructions.

HANDWRITING ON THE HEART
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B. God Writes His Law on Our Hearts through the Holy Spirit
1. People say many things over the course of their lives. Most of what we say on any 

given day will be completely forgotten by tomorrow. Yet some things we say, people 
will remember forever. Two of the most important things we say—the things people 
will certainly always remember—are the first thing we ever said and the last thing we 
will say.
a. Your parents have probably shared with you whether your first word was “Mama” or 

“Dada.” 
b. You also may have heard people talk about a loved one who passed away, sharing 

the last thing that person ever said. 

2. After Jesus rose from the dead, He spent many days with His disciples, talking with 
them. Finally, though, He was ready to ascend up to Heaven. The last thing He said to 
His disciples was important; they would certainly remember it forever.

3. He told them to make disciples, but He also shared that they would not have to do it 
alone. He would send them the Holy Spirit, which would empower them to be effective 
witnesses in the kingdom of God. As He ascended, He told them to go to Jerusalem to 
wait for this experience.

4. Though 500 people heard Jesus’ final words, only 120 of them followed His 
instructions. We find out in Acts 2 that the patience and perseverance of that group of 
people paid off on the Day of Pentecost.

Read Acts 2:1–4. 
And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 
And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled 
all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like 
as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

5. What an incredible experience! They were united together, holding a prayer meeting, 
believing Jesus to send them His promise, when all of the sudden words began to flow 
out of their mouths from languages they had never learned.

6. The Day of Pentecost was designed to be a day of rejoicing, and that’s exactly what the 
disciples who had gathered in the upper room experienced. They could not contain their 
excitement over what Jesus had done for them. 

7. Apparently, their celebration was quite loud because a crowd began to gather.

Read Acts 2:5–13. 
And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under 
heaven. Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were 
confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own language. And they 
were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all these which 
speak Galilaeans? And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born? 
Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judaea, and 
Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of 
Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes, Cretes and Arabians, 
we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God. And they were all 
amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another, What meaneth this? Others mocking 
said, These men are full of new wine.

8. Remember, the Feast of Pentecost was a big deal. People had traveled from all over to 
be in Jerusalem so they could visit the Temple to celebrate the giving of the Law and 
the harvest. 

LESSON 1.1
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 God writes His law on our hearts through the Holy Spirit. I will hide God’s Word in my heart and daily live it out in my life.
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9. As the disciples rejoiced, the crowd that gathered to see what was going on heard 
the Galileans speaking in the crowd’s own languages. They did not know how this was 
possible or what it meant. All they knew was those tongue talkers were using their 
newfound ability to glorify God.

10. The crowd began to guess (poorly) at what was happening. Finally they asked, “What is 
the meaning of all of this?”

11. Peter stood up to answer their question. Peter shared that he and his companions were 
not drunk; rather, they were living out the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy. God’s 
Spirit was being poured out.

12. Peter then shared that Jesus came to minister to them, but they saw to it that He was 
crucified. King David prophesied of Jesus’ day, but they had missed it. Yet Jesus did not 
remain in the grave, like David; rather, Jesus rose again, and He is Lord of all.

13. Can you imagine how you would feel if you found out that someone you helped kill 
rose from the dead? You would probably want to know what you needed to do to make 
things right with that person. That is exactly how the crowd responded, and Peter was 
more than happy to answer their question.

Read Acts 2:37–41. 
Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to 
the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto them, 
Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission 
of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and 
to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. 
And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this 
untoward generation. Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the 
same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.

14. Peter’s answer was that if the crowd wanted to be right with God, they could no longer 
find righteousness in the Old Covenant; they needed to receive the New Covenant.

15. We are all called to live according to the New Covenant.
a. We need to repent of our sins. We must choose to turn from our own ways to follow 

after Jesus’ way.
b. We need to be baptized in Jesus’ name, choosing to have our sins washed away.
c. We need to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

16. It is no longer about our attempts to be righteous on our own. We need the Holy Spirit 
so we can be right with God. The Holy Ghost gives us the power to please God.

17. Notice a couple of important things in verse 39:
a. The Holy Ghost was not poured out as a one-time experience for those who were 

present on the Day of Pentecost; rather, it is a promise to every generation.
b. Just like the Old Testament Feast of Pentecost, the Pentecostal experience is not 

just for a certain group of people; it is for everyone who desires to receive the gift.

18. We must allow the Holy Ghost to empower us to live the way God wants us to live. If 
you have not received this incredible gift, today would be a great day to open up and 
receive it.

15
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///
SERIES 1: LOVING THE UNLOVED///RELEASE/// ( 10 MIN )

OPTION 1

1. A possible reason God chose to use tongues as 
a sign that He is present in our hearts is because 
the tongue is the most difficult part of the body 
to control. James 3:8 explains that we struggle to 
control it on our own. 

2. If we give God control of our tongue, it is a sign 
we have surrendered all to Him. 

3. “Surrendering all” means to repent—to turn 
away from everything we know is wrong and 
make a commitment to follow Jesus. We give up 
everything, including the idea that we don’t need 
any help, and we allow God to take control. 
• God doesn’t demand control; He asks for us to 

give it willingly. When we do, He can take our 
fragile human lives and make something great 
out of them. 

• God does it this way because when He gets 
glory, the world can see Him through us

OPTION 2

1. Hand out paper and art supplies. 

2. Allow 5 minutes for students to draw pictures 
that convey who they are without writing any 
words or numbers. 

3. At the end of 5 minutes, collect the pictures. 

4. Show the pictures to the group, one at a time, and 
have students try to guess who drew each one. 
• Each artist can then explain how the artwork 

expresses who he or she is.

• Have students also explain what defines them 
right now in their lives.

PRAYER///
Jesus, thank You for giving us the gift of the Holy Ghost so we can 
have the power to live for You. We want You to write Your laws on 
our hearts. Please fill us to overflowing with Your Spirit today.

   God writes His law on our hearts through the Holy Spirit.

LESSON 1.1
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