
IN 
SEARCH

OF 
HOLINESS

PENTECOSTAL THEOLOGY
V O L U M E  3

David K. Bernard
Loretta A. Bernard

IN 
SEARCH

OF 
HOLINESS

25TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION
REVISED AND UPDATED

434279 In Search of Holiness.qxd:430640.qxd  1/28/09  11:45 AM  Page 3



In Search of Holiness

by David K. Bernard and Loretta A. Bernard 

©Copyright 1981 David K. Bernard and Loretta A. Bernard 
Revised edition ©Copyright 2006 David K. Bernard
Printing History: 2010

Cover Design by Paul Povolni

All Scripture quotations in this book are from the King James Version of the
Bible unless otherwise identified.
Scripture quotations marked NKJV taken from the New King James Version®,
Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights
reserved.
Scripture quotations marked NIV are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW
INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by Inter-
national Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All
rights reserved.

All rights reserved. No portion of this publication may be reproduced, stored in
an electronic system or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic,
mechanical, photocopy, recording, or otherwise, without the prior permission
of Word Aflame Press. Brief quotations may be used in literary reviews.

Printed in United States of America.

Printed by

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Bernard, Loretta A.
In search of holiness.
(Series in Pentecostal theology ; vol. 3)
Includes indexes.
1. Christian life—Pentecostal authors.

2. Holiness.   I. Bernard, David K., 1956–
II. Title.   III. Series: Bernard, David K., 1956–
Series in Pentecostal theology ;  v. 3.
BV4501.2.B416    1988 248.4'8994 88-10767
ISBN 0-912315-40-7

435362 SearchofHoliness(s).qxd:In search of Holiness  3/18/10  11:12 AM  Page 4



Contents

Preface to the First Edition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

Preface to the Second Edition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

1. Holiness: An Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

2. The Christian Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27

3. Christian Attitudes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41

4. The Tongue: Unruly Member . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61

5. The Eye: Light of the Body . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81

6. Scriptural Apparel and Adornment . . . . . . . . . . . 103

7. Bible Truths Concerning Hair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 125

8. The Temple of God . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 139

9. Sexual Relationships . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 157

10. Abstaining from Bloodshed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 181

11. Honesty and Integrity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 191

12. Authority and Organization in the Church . . . . . . 207

13. Fellowship and Alliances . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 231

14. Worship, Emotions, and Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 247

15. Worldly Pleasures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 259

16. Practical Suggestions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 275

Scripture Index . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 287

Subject Index . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 295

434279 In Search of Holiness.qxd:430640.qxd  1/28/09  11:45 AM  Page 5



Follow peace with all men, and holiness,
without which no man shall see the Lord
(Hebrews 12:14).

Holiness defined. Holiness is one of God’s basic
characteristics. In reference to Him, the word denotes
absolute perfection and purity. Only God is holy in Him-
self. When the word is applied to persons or objects, it
refers to what has been separated or set apart unto God.
For the Old Testament Hebrews, holiness included both
the negative concept of “separation” and the positive con-
cept of “dedication.” For born-again Christians it
specifically means separation from sin and the world and
dedication to God and His will. Since we have received the
Holy Spirit of God, we have received power over sin, dis-
ease, and the devil (Mark 16:15-18). This power over sin
enables us to become witnesses that we have indeed been
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born again (Acts 1:8). We are able to say, “God has saved
me from sin. He has brought me out of a life of sin.”

We must pursue holiness in order to see the
Lord. This statement, found in Hebrews 12:14, is as true
as John 3:3, which says, “Except a man be born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God.” After the new birth, a
conflict arises between the old lifestyle (the way of the
flesh) and the new (the way of the Spirit). This battle is a
battle for holiness, and by God’s grace we can and must
win it.

The need for separation. God is holy and com-
mands His people to be like Him (I Peter 1:15-16).
Beginning with the sin of Adam and Eve, sin has sepa-
rated humans from a holy God. By paying the penalty for
our sins, Christ has restored the broken fellowship; but if
we are to have communion with God, we must separate
ourselves from the old life of sin. The choice is either
separation from God or separation from sin. There are
only two families—the family of God and the family of
Satan, who is the god of this world system (I John 3:10; 
II Corinthians 4:4). There is no neutral ground. These
two families are distinct and separate. One is a holy fam-
ily—a holy priesthood (I Peter 2:9). The other is an
unholy family. The call for separation from this unholy
world is clear and explicit. “Come out from among them,
and be ye separate, saith the Lord” (II Corinthians 6:17).

A living sacrifice. “Present your bodies a living sac-
rifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world:
but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind”
(Romans 12:1-2). Holiness includes a sacrifice of our
desires and our will. We must present ourselves in a man-
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ner that is acceptable to God. It is our reasonable duty to
do so. We should act in a way that is acceptable to God,
regardless of the sacrifice.

Holiness is imparted by the Holy Spirit. We can
only be holy by God’s grace. Sanctification, or separation
from sin, begins with the hearing of the gospel and con-
tinues through faith, repentance, and water baptism in
Jesus’ name; but it is accomplished primarily by the
indwelling of the Holy Spirit (I Peter 1:2). Under the new
covenant, God does not write His laws on tables of stone.
But God always has laws; even in the Garden of Eden He
had a law. Today God writes His laws on our hearts
through faith by the Holy Spirit (Jeremiah 31:33;
Hebrews 10:15-17). The Holy Spirit imparts holiness to
us, transforming us from the inside out.

Holiness is taught by the Bible. The Bible does not
give specific answers to the countless situations that may
face an individual. That is the purpose of the indwelling
Holy Spirit and the ministry. The Bible does give basic
guidelines that apply to men and women of all cultures,
times, and situations. The Bible tells us what God likes
and what He dislikes. It teaches us about the practices
and attitudes that God accepts and those He expects of
His people.

Holiness is taught by Spirit-filled pastors and
teachers. God has given the church pastors and teachers
for the perfecting, or equipping, of the saints so that the
church can grow to maturity (Ephesians 4:11-15). Pastors
and teachers proclaim and explain God’s message so that
believers can understand and obey scriptural teaching.

Holiness is taught directly by the Spirit within
us. Jesus said, “But the Comforter, which is the Holy
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