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The Lecture  
I Never Forgot

“That is incorrect,” the quiz master responded quietly . 
“This quiz is closed .”

I came off the platform with a smile on my face, but I 
was disappointed . Was I disappointed we had lost the 
quiz? Yes, but I was far more disappointed because I 
knew I had not studied enough . My knowledge of the 
material was not as sharp as it could have been . 

Then came the voice, “Sister Mandi, may I have a word 
with you?”

It was our district quizzing coordinator . I could tell by 
the look in his eyes and the tone of his voice I was 
about to get a lecture . Little did I know how that lecture 
would change my life . 

I had recently watched most of my youth group walk 
away from God . It was heart breaking, gut wrenching, 
and the cause of many tears and prayers . I asked God 
what I needed to do differently so I would not end up 
like my youth-group friends . His response came so 
clearly, “Know My Word . Love My Word . Live My Word .” 

I was like, “Lord, I’m a Bible quizzer . I already do all 
those things .” His response came again, though I 
brushed it off, ignoring it until the day of this lecture .

The quiz master pulled me aside and began to speak 
into my life . He repeated the same words God had 
spoken to me . He went on to clarify that, while I was 
studying, I was not giving it my best . I was studying 
to learn the verses, but I had not truly fallen in love 
with the Word of God . I knew the Word, but I was not 
allowing it to permeate every aspect of my life and 
influence my decisions . I knew the Word, but I didn’t 
know the Author . 

That day my mindset about quizzing changed . My 
purpose had shifted . Every day I started getting up at 
5:00 AM to make sure I got my two hours of study time 
in . I didn’t just memorize the Word; I really began to 
study it . During those study times, I prayed for God to 
change me through the Word I was learning . As I fell 
more in love with the Word, my love for the Author 
increased, resulting in transformation .

As you prepare for this quarter, I have a challenge for 
you . Don’t just focus on knowing the lesson material . 
Study it . Fall in love with it . Live it . Then challenge 
your students to do the same . Just as God spoke to 
the prophets, He is speaking to us today . It may come 
in the form of a still, small voice; a verse you read; a 
thought someone shares; or even a lecture . If you will 
listen to that voice and teach your students to do the 
same, you will begin to see transformation occur .

Editorial by Mandi McKibben
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CLASSROOM DÉCOR
Basic Primary Décor Guidelines

Use the following ideas and the provided classroom 
décor art  as a starting point for creative inspiration 
and general guides for decorating . Visit Pinterest and 
other websites for additional décor ideas . 

Need more inspiration? Visit the “Word Aflame 
Primary Curriculum Teachers” Facebook group, as 
well as the Facebook groups for the other children’s 
levels to see other interpretations of the décor . 

The wall decorating ideas can be adapted for any size classroom or teaching 
situation . Decorations can be basic or detailed and three-dimensional . Designs 
can be reduced in size to fit bulletin boards . Simply choose the best ideas for 
your students .

Keep all important items for interaction and teaching at students’ eye level . 
Anything higher should be used only for decoration . 

WINTER IN THE BIG CITY
Winter has arrived in the big city . Snow covers the ground and trees . Icicles hang 
from buildings . Children build snowmen . Families bake cookies and share hot 
chocolate . Fireplaces blaze . Holiday preparations abound . Light twinkles from 
the storefronts and streetlights . Bundled from head-to-toe in winter gear, people 
move quickly through the streets . The stores have decorated their window 
displays in anticipation of the season . The streets bustle with people and traffic . 
Cars honk, brakes squeal, engines rev, and snow shovels scrape as children 
laugh over a host of other sounds and smells . 

Winter is a season met with mixed emotions . For some, winter is bleak with 
dreary weather, memories they would like to forget, and feelings of loneliness . 
For others, winter represents a time of newness where family and friends get to 
make new memories . Some love the snow for its beauty, while others like it for 
the possibility of a snow day . Many enjoy winter sports like sledding, making 
forts, building snowmen, making snow angels, and having snowball fights .

Winter is also a time to celebrate . In December we celebrate the birth of Christ, 
our Savior, who brought hope into the world . In January we celebrate a new 
year, looking forward to new adventures with a chance to change ourselves for 
the better . In February we celebrate Valentine’s Day . What a wonderful time to 
celebrate the love of Jesus! 

As you decorate your classroom, pray over every corner of the room . Prepare 
your heart to welcome students as they enter your classroom . Encourage them to 
discover the power of God’s light and love in their own lives . Help them discover 
the joy in pursuing righteous living . Help them understand God’s justice and mercy . 

Make this time of year special for each student . Celebrate each student’s 
accomplishments and milestones . Celebrate each student’s growth . Celebrate 
the changes each student is making to be more Christlike . Celebrate God’s 
mercy in each of their lives . Make this quarter a celebration of power of God’s 
light and love .

Explaining Our Acronyms and Symbols
 (ap) = Activity Paper
 BP = Bible Point
 DIY = Do It Yourself
  =  Digital resource using 

code on TRP instruction 
sheet

 HC    = Home Connection

 JBQ =  Junior Bible Quizzing
 LA = Life Application
 MV = Memory Verse
 MW = Memory Work
 TM = Teacher’s Manual
 (trp) =  Teacher’s Resource 

Packet
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Door Poster
Attach the door poster (trp) to welcome students and invite them into an exciting 
classroom accented with images associated with winter in the big city . 

Wall 1: Instructional Wall
On the wall that has the writing board, create a nighttime cityscape . For the 
background, use black butcher paper to create buildings of different heights . 
Connect the buildings to each other . Use yellow construction paper squares and 
rectangles to create lighted windows . 

Create a sidewalk in front of the buildings by painting wood pallets or cardboard 
boxes a light gray . 

Create lampposts using empty wrapping paper tubes . Paint the tubes black . 
To make the lantern, cut rectangular holes into the sides of a small box . Paint 
the box black . Place battery-operated tea lights inside each box . Cover the 
holes with wax paper, leaving a place in the back to reach in and turn on the 
tea lights . The lights should shine through the wax paper . Hot glue or duct tape 
the box to the tube . Place the tube inside a small black planter . Fill the planter 
with soil to hold the tube in place . Add fake winter plants such as poinsettias or 
holly to the planters .

Create three large billboards using cardboard . On the largest, most prominent 
billboard, write or paint: Welcome to (your city’s name) . Consider letting your 
class select a city name . On another billboard, mount the New Birth poster (trp) 
for easy reference during the lesson . On the third billboard, mount the relevant 
unit MV poster (trp) . 

If you have shelves near your instructional area, transform them into a 
newsstand or a shop’s outdoor display . Add props such as newspapers, 
magazines, a cash register, and so on .

Wall 2: The Coffee Shop
Create a coffee shop . Use light brown paper for the background . Use dark brown 
paint or paper to create the words: Jesus Creates the Perfect Blend . On the 
background paint a large coffee cup (almost as tall as the paper) . On the coffee 
cup, write the names of your students . 

Create a menu to display . Set up a café-style table and chairs for students to sit 
at . Set a candle centerpiece surrounded by greenery in the middle . 

Use a long skinny table to create a counter . Set up a hot chocolate bar that students 
can enjoy each week . Place a Keurig or other coffee machine on the table . Use glass 
jars to hold coffee/hot chocolate mixes, marshmallows, and candy canes .

Wall 3: Subway
Create a subway station with a sign: APOSTOLIC JUNCTION . Use gray butcher 
paper to create a subway car . Cut out windows where you can put pictures of 
people from your church (e .g ., pastor, worship leader, usher, teacher, and so 
on) . Place contact paper over the pictures to create a window effect . 

Place a subway map and train schedule next to the subway car . The map can 
include things like Repentance Road, Baptism Boulevard, Holy Ghost Highway, 
Heaven’s Gateway, and Prayer Path .

Jesus Creates  
the Perfect Blend

Ann
Joe
Doug
Lucy
Mary
John
Kathleen
Dennis
Zachary
Kira
George
Tim
Elizabeth

PM Wnt20-21 TM.indd   4PM Wnt20-21 TM.indd   4 7/22/20   2:35 PM7/22/20   2:35 PM



 

5

3-Dimensional Ideas: Create the subway car using a refrigerator box . Paint it 
gray . Cut out windows and place contact paper over them . Create a doorway . 
Inside the box, place old plastic chairs or a bench for seating .

Wall 4: The Store Window
Use butcher paper to create a window that resembles a storefront . Use 
posterboard to create a sign with the store name: Bethlehem Novelties . For 
December, create a nativity scene in the window display . For January and 
February, create a winter sports scene with items such as sleds, skis, ice 
skates, and hockey sticks .

Bulletin Board Ideas
God Made Us Each Unique

Use blue bulletin board paper to cover the board . Create snow at the bottom 
using white bulletin board paper, cotton, or stuffing . At the top of the board, make 
clouds out of the same material . Add the words: God Made Us Each Unique .

Have each student make a paper snowflake; place the student’s picture in 
the middle of the snowflake . Use large thumbtacks to attach a clipboard for 
each student to the bottom of the bulletin board . Hot-glue each student’s 
snowflake to a clipboard . Place an attendance chart (ap)  and MV chart (ap) 

 on each clipboard .

It’s Snow Secret Jesus Loves You
For the background use light blue bulletin board paper . Create a large snowman 
using white bulletin board paper . Use construction paper to make a hat, facial 
features, buttons, and a broom . Add the words: It’s Snow Secret Jesus Loves You .

Cut out snowballs from white paper . On a few of the snowballs, write 
ways God shows His love to us and place them on the board . Keep extra 
snowballs near the board . Throughout the quarter, have students write on the 
snowballs, describing ways they observe God’s love in their own lives . Add the 
personalized snowballs to the board .

Jesus Is the Light of the World
Cover the board with green bulletin board paper . Add the words: Jesus Is the 
Light of the World . Use black yarn to create the strands for lights and string 
it up on the board . Use different colored construction paper to make lightbulbs 
for the strands of lights . On each lightbulb place a picture of a missionary and 
the name of the country the missionary is in . Throughout the quarter, use this 
board to pray for missionaries and people around the world .

Gliding into Heaven (New Birth Board)
Create an outdoor skating rink scene . Use navy bulletin board paper for the 
background . Create a large moon from yellow paper and place it in the corner of 
the board . Add stars to the sky . On the stars write the parts of the new birth plan . 

Cut a large oval for the skating rink from white paper . Lightly sprinkle silver 
glitter over the oval to make it sparkle like ice . 

Use different colored bulletin board or construction paper to create buildings in 
the background of the skating rink . On the roofs of the buildings, add cotton or 
stuffing to make them appear to be covered in snow . 

Using bulletin board or construction paper, create people skating on the rink .

PM Wnt20-21 TM.indd   5PM Wnt20-21 TM.indd   5 7/22/20   2:35 PM7/22/20   2:35 PM



6

Attendance Charts: An attendance chart is included in each activity paper (ap) . 
A digital version  is also available for printing extra copies . This quarter, 
students will track attendance by attaching a puff of snow (white pom-pom or 
cotton ball) to the city scene with glue dots .

Memory Charts: If you choose to incorporate the Memory Work from the 
EXPANDED section, a memory chart is included in each activity paper (ap) . A 
digital version  is also available for printing extra copies as needed . This 
quarter, students will track their memory work by adding a snowflake sticker 
(trp)  each week they practice the memory work .

Extra Ideas
• Come to class dressed as a shopkeeper . 

• Use park benches or sleds for seating .

• Provide a box of dress-up clothes for students to use . These could include 
costumes for various shopkeepers, winter gear for kids, costumes for 
transportation and community helpers, and so on .

• Display winter tools, such as snow shovels, plows, or ice scrapers .

• Create a sensory bin with fake snow and winter-related items .

• Create a food truck using cardboard boxes, paint, and play food and dishes .

• Create sock snowmen . (See Pinterest for details .)

• Schedule a class field trip to a local ice rink, bakery, or coffee/hot 
chocolate shop . 

• Go Christmas caroling at a nursing home .

• Collect items for the homeless, such as socks, gloves, hats, blankets, and 
sleeping bags .

Offering Method
Option 1: Use a decorative lantern or create one out of a cardboard box . 

Option 2: Use a snowman-themed cookie jar or bowl .

Volunteers
From the classroom décor art , use the ice skate art to cut out an ice skate for 
each student from construction paper or craft foam . Students can use markers 
to color the ice skates and add their names . Place the completed ice skates in a 
basket . After volunteers are chosen, move their ice skates to another basket . When 
all ice skates have been moved, start over so everyone has a chance to be chosen .

• Art: Attendance 
chart

Many classes have students who 
may not be able to attend every 
week due to circumstances beyond 
their control. Provide opportunities 
for those students to glue a 
pom-pom to their attendance 
charts for other reasons, such as 
demonstrating a Christian attitude 
or helping another student. This 
way all students will be included.`

     Bible Quiz Option
Word Aflame is pleased to partner with UPCI Children’s Ministries to present a Junior Bible Quizzing (JBQ) activity 
as the last option for every lesson . The JBQ materials in the General Items of the digital resources  will permit 
you to study the material at your desired pace . 

For 2020–21, JBQ is studying the Book of Mark . This material will be used through the summer of 2021, so do not 
feel the need to get through all the verses this quarter .

Start the quarter by sending students home with one set of verses . Each week, based on their comprehension of 
the material, choose whether to send home a new set of verses or tell students to study last week’s verses again . 

Option 3 of each lesson describes a fun activity to help your students recall the material . Use the JBQ Quizzes  
that correspond to the JBQ Verses  your students are studying . 
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December 6
2020

Unit 1
Light and Love in I John

Unit Aim
Students will examine the light and 
love Jesus brought to this world 
and discuss ways to apply His 
example to their lives.

Unit Memory Work
I John 4:4

Scripture Text
Acts 9:1–22
I John 1:5–10

Bible Lesson Verse
I John 1:9

Bible Point
God is light and has no sin.

Life Application
I reflect God’s light,  
and I must confess sin.

CORE SUPPLIES
Excite and Engage

Welcome: City sounds , attendance charts (ap) , markers, white pom-poms or cotton balls, glue 
dots, offering container, New Birth poster (trp)

Opening Activity: Darken the classroom completely (use heavy black plastic to cover windows). Place dry 
ice in a cooler.
Light stick, water, heavy work gloves, Bible

Relate and Receive
Bible Lesson: Study the script of the lesson. Bookmark a Bible at Acts 9. From the fish scales (trp), 

 cut out eye-shaped coverings.
Biblical costume (Saul), bright flashlight, tape

Apply and Act
Life Application: Large mirror, dry erase marker, window cleaning solution, paper towels 

Per student: Activity paper (page 1), pencil, hand mirror 
Prayer and Call to Action: Magic grow tablet (available at dollar stores), clear bowl of warm water, table, 

New Birth poster (trp)
Home Connection: Unit 1 HC calendar (trp) , lesson 1 HC devotion , AP covers, student 

information forms , optional: flashlight for each family

EXPANDED SUPPLIES
Worship and the Word

Worship: Per student: Glow stick
Suggested songs: “Glow in the Dark” by Jason Gray, “Let Them See You” by JJ Weeks Band

Memory Work: Unit 1 MW poster (trp), flashlight, memory charts (ap) , memory snowflake stickers 
(trp) 

Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), pencils, black crayons or markers
Option 1: Hang white butcher paper on a wall. Have a flashlight nearby.

Per student: Blank CD, white copy paper, pencil, scissors, tape
Option 2: No supplies necessary
Option 3: Select and print one set of JBQ Verses  for students to take home. Research Junior Bible 

Quizzing at the website, www.najbq.com.

WALKING IN GOD’S LIGHT
Saul Sees the Light 1

PM Wnt20-21 TM.indd   7PM Wnt20-21 TM.indd   7 7/22/20   2:35 PM7/22/20   2:35 PM



8

 CORE (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)

EXCITE AND ENGAGE
Welcome

Have the city sounds  playing as students enter . Welcome students to the new 
quarter and allow them to explore the room . 

This quarter, students will track their attendance each week by gluing a small 
white pom-pom or cotton ball to the winter city scene on their attendance charts 
(ap)  . Instruct students to write their names on their charts before attaching a 
pom-pom . For best results, provide mini glue dots rather than liquid glue or glue 
sticks . The charts can be attached to a wall, on clipboards, or stored loosely in a 
large basket or container .

• Review the plan of salvation using the New Birth poster (trp) .

• Choose a volunteer to collect offering and announce the Bible Point: God is 
light and has no sin.

Opening Activity: Light Repels Darkness
God created our world perfect and beautiful. He made water, stars, trees, plants, 
flowers, and animals. He created Adam and Eve. He called everything good. 

God is perfect. In the beginning, His creation was also perfect. Then the humans 
He created chose to disobey Him, and sin entered the world. Sin made our world 
dark with anger, resentment, hurt, grief, jealousy, and disappointment. The 
world became clouded with sin. Since that day, all humans have wrestled with a 
sinful nature because sin is a part of our world. 

However, we do not have to stay in the darkness of sin. We have hope. 

Take pictures of students involved 
in activities throughout the 
quarter. These pictures can be 
posted on social media (with 
parents’ permission), used in a 
PowerPoint presentation at the 
end of the quarter, or to create a 
classroom collage.

If you use dry ice, remember it can 
be extremely dangerous. Do not 
let students touch it. Do not touch 
it yourself without wearing heavy 
gloves. Because it gets so cold, it 
can burn the skin.

     Teacher Devotional
Read I John 1:5–10 . Prayerfully consider what this passage says:

About God
God never misses the mark . He is always on target and His aim is always true . His chief desire is 
relationship with us, which is why He is always faithful and just to forgive us our sins .

To You as a Teacher
People tend to fall into one of two categories: (1) we don’t think we are that bad, or (2) we think we 
are too bad . We walk in the light when we stand in the tension between the two categories . We must 
confess our sins and then trust His righteousness to cover us .

To Your Students
Change is something most of us do not enjoy . Change can be a difficult process, especially for 
children who thrive on routine . Often we do not realize we need to change; in fact, it often takes 
something drastic for us to change . 

Help your students understand that, to be more like Jesus and walk in His light, we all need to be 
transformed . First we must recognize there is something we need to change, such as our attitudes, 
behaviors, habits, or thoughts . Encourage students to identify something they need to change, to 
confess it to God, and to ask for His help .
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Before beginning this object lesson, make sure you have the water and light 
stick within reach . Turn off the lights . 

Lift the lid off the cooler and carefully pour water over the dry ice . Then snap the 
light stick and place it in the cooler . Next begin to blow into the cooler . A colored 
mist will begin to appear . 

• What happened when we poured water into the cooler?

• What happened when we put the light stick into the cooler?

• What happened when we blew air into the cooler?

The Bible tells us God is light and has no sin. His light drives sin away. 

Have a student find and read I John 4:4, “Ye are of God, little children, and have 
overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world .”

When we are filled with God’s Spirit, we can overcome sin because God is 
greater than our enemy. 

RELATE AND RECEIVE
Access Prior Experience: Have you ever thought you were right about something 
and then later found out you were completely wrong?

Bible Lesson: Saul Sees the Light (Acts 9:1–22)
Study the script and be prepared to present the monologue in your own words . 
Dress in a biblical costume . Dim the classroom lights and keep a flashlight nearby . 

My name is Saul. I am always right. At least, that’s what I would have told 
you a few weeks ago. I’m a religious man. I’ve been religious my whole life. 
I worship the one true God. Always have; always will. When I know I’m right 
about something, I don’t change. When I’m right, everyone else is wrong. 
If I see someone doing something wrong, I cannot just sit there. I must do 
something about it—especially when it comes to the one true God.

During the days after Jesus was crucified, I noticed a false religion had 
formed. People claimed Jesus of Nazareth, a mere carpenter’s son, was the 
Messiah. They worshiped Him as God, believing the ridiculous idea that He 
had risen from the dead. Religious leaders had crucified the man, hoping to 
kill His poisonous, false doctrine.

I couldn’t stand for that, so I did everything I could to stop the believers. 
I was determined to end this false religion. I found Christians where they 
were hiding. I burst into their secret meetings and accused them of lying. 
I pulled them out into the open and sent them to jail. I even approved the 
stoning of a Christian man named Stephen. I watched over people’s coats 
as they killed him. I didn’t feel one bit sorry. I was right; he was wrong. He 
deserved to die. 

I continued to persecute, or bully, everyone who believed in Jesus. One day 
I heard about a group of Christians in Damascus. Government authorities 
gave me permission to go after them. I would force them to recant, or 
deny, their beliefs. If they would not recant, I would make them suffer the 
consequences. I was on a mission. Nothing could stop me.

Open the bookmarked Bible to show the location of the story in Acts 9:1–22 .

Bible Lesson Verse
“If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness” (I John 1:9).

Teacher Tip
Many people incorrectly assert that 
God changed Saul’s name to Paul 
at his conversion. Acts 13:9 shows 
that he used dual names—Saul 
was his Hebrew name while Paul 
was his Roman name. Even after his 
conversion, his Hebrew friends still 
called him Saul.

Some students may confuse Saul of 
the New Testament with King Saul 
of the Old Testament. Be prepared 
to distinguish between the two.
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As I traveled to Damascus, suddenly a bright light shone in the sky. Turn on 
the flashlight . It was so bright, it knocked me to the ground and blinded me. 
Apply the fish scales (trp) to your eyes .

A voice said, “Saul, why are you persecuting Me?”

I knew it was God, yet my mind told me it couldn’t be Him. I wasn’t 
persecuting Him. I was doing the opposite. I was protecting His truth. I 
knew I was right. I was defending my religion with all my strength, so I 
asked, “Who are You, Lord?”

The voice replied immediately, slicing its way through everything I thought 
I knew. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. Arise and go into the city, 
and you will be told what you must do.”

My whole world seemed turned upside down. I went to the house in 
Damascus. I sat very still. I didn’t eat or drink anything for three days. I 
couldn’t believe how wrong I had been. God had spoken to me. I knew that. 
I couldn’t see anything physically, but I could see in the Spirit, like a dream. 
I saw a man named Ananias come to me and heal my eyes.

It took a while for him to arrive. When the Lord first spoke to him, he didn’t 
want to come. He had heard about me bullying Christians. He was afraid of 
me. God told him to go because I was chosen to preach to Jews, to Gentiles, 
and to kings.

Thankfully, Ananias was obedient. He came and prayed for me. As he 
touched me, he said, “Receive your sight. Be filled with the Holy Ghost.”

The scales fell from my eyes. Remove the scales . I could see again! Then I 
was baptized in the name of the one I had persecuted—Jesus.

I stayed with the Christians in Damascus for a while. Then I began 
preaching and telling everyone about Jesus. My life completely changed. 
When people heard me preaching, they responded to the truth of God’s 
Word. The light of God’s love changed their lives.

Read I John 1:5–10 from the Bible . The Bible says those who believe Jesus is God 
will keep His commandments. His instructions are not impossible to follow. Sin 
can be overcome with the help of Jesus.

Jesus came as the Messiah. He lived as a human and felt every temptation we 
experience. He died on the cross for us. Then He rose again. His Spirit leads and 
guides us into all truth. 

God is greater than any sin or problem we face. God is light. He has no sin. We 
have power and light through Him.

APPLY AND ACT
Life Application: I reflect God’s light, and I must confess sin .

Set a large mirror in front of the class . Saul thought he was right, but he 
discovered he was very wrong. 

What is the purpose of a mirror? . . . Mirrors reflect what we look like. They 
show us we need to comb our hair or wash our face.

I John 1:5–10
“5This then is the message which 
we have heard of him, and declare 
unto you, that God is light, and in 
him is no darkness at all. 6If we say 
that we have fellowship with him, 
and walk in darkness, we lie, and 
do not the truth: 7but if we walk in 
the light, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship one with another, 
and the blood of Jesus Christ his 
Son cleanseth us from all sin. 8If 
we say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. 9If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 10If we say that 
we have not sinned, we make him 
a liar, and his word is not in us.”
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What is the purpose of God’s light in our lives? . . . God’s light shows us our sin. 
It helps us overcome problems. It shows us we need to repent.

How does God’s light shine through us? . . . God’s light shines through our 
actions, our words, and our appearance. As Christians filled with the power and 
light of God’s love, we become reflections of Him. 

What are some characteristics we might have that are like God? . . . God wants 
to work through us to love people. He wants us to be kind and compassionate. 
He wants us to help others. God’s love gives us power to act, speak, and look 
like children of the King. God’s love helps us make wise choices when we are 
tempted to do wrong. 

• What are some ways we are not like God? As students share their answers, 
write short summaries on the mirror with a dry erase marker .

Sin clouds the reflection of God’s love in our lives. Evidence of our faith 
disappears. We are not able to help others find Jesus. That’s why confessing our 
sins and repenting is so important. Repentance erases sin. Choose a volunteer 
to use the window cleaning solution and paper towels to clean the mirror .

We are God’s light in this world. Let’s reflect Him and shine brightly with His love.

Distribute the activity papers, pencils, and hand mirrors . When looking into a 
mirror, words appear backward. On your activity paper, the mirrors have words 
that are spelled backward. Your challenge is to put them in order on the dashed 
lines to reveal the correct words.

Prayer and Call to Action
We are created in the image of God. God made each of us with potential to 
reflect His love and His light. He has a plan for each of you. Place a clear bowl of 
warm water on a table . Drop a magic grow tablet into the water .

We cannot accomplish God’s plans with sin in our hearts. He wants us to be 
clean and pure, but He understands our struggles. One touch from Jesus makes 
a difference in our lives. He changes us and helps us grow into the purpose He 
has planned for us.

While waiting for the tablet to expand, review the plan of salvation using the 
New Birth poster (trp) . When we are born again, we can follow God’s plan to 
prepare us for Heaven. Being filled with the Holy Spirit equips us to reflect 
God’s light and to be a tool to carry out His work.

Compare the expanding tablet to Christian growth . Pray together: God, we thank 
You for understanding how we face temptations. Thank You for sending Your 
Holy Ghost power to help us overcome sin, to grow to be more like You, and to 
live in victory. Your light shatters the darkness around us. You give us strength 
and grace to be more like You. Thank You for Your transforming power. Thank 
You for Your forgiveness. Help us to be true reflections of Your love in our world. 
In Jesus’ name, amen.

AP Answers
CONFESS
REPENT
REFLECT JESUS
YOU ARE CREATED IN HIS IMAGE

PM Wnt20-21 TM.indd   11PM Wnt20-21 TM.indd   11 7/22/20   2:35 PM7/22/20   2:35 PM



12

Home Connection
• For each student, send home the unit 1 HC calendar (trp)  and the lesson 

1 HC devotion , or highlight the URL on the back page of the activity paper 
so families can download it at home .

• Send home the cover of the activity paper, showing parents how the back 
contains the memory work for the entire quarter . Encourage them to post 
this where their child can see it and review the verse with their child during 
the week .

• Use the student information form  to get contact information from parents . 
This will be used to establish a home connection throughout the quarter .

• Send a message to parents this week introducing the theme of the quarter .

• Optional: Give each family a flashlight to use for this week’s home activity .

 EXPANDED (designed for a teaching period over 45 minutes)

WORSHIP AND THE WORD
Worship

Give each student a glow stick to activate . Turn off the lights and worship to the 
suggested songs: 

• “Glow in the Dark” by Jason Gray 

• “Let Them See You” by JJ Weeks Band

Memory Work: I John 4:4
Introduce the unit 1 MW poster (trp) to students . Read the verse together . 
Because Jesus was God, He had no sin; He was spotless . However, as the Light 
of the World, He is also a spotlight. When we hear from God, the darkness 
around us vanishes. His light points us in the direction we need to go. He helps 
us overcome obstacles in our path. 

Dim the lights and point your flashlight at the verse . Students say the verse 
together a few times . Then use the flashlight to spotlight students who wish to 
try the verse on their own without looking at the poster .

After completing the memory work, students write their names on their memory 
charts (ap)  and add a snowflake sticker (trp)  .

Unit 1 Memory Work
“Ye are of God, little children, and 
have overcome them: because 
greater is he that is in you, than he 
that is in the world” (I John 4:4).
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REINFORCE AND REVIEW
Activity Paper

On the back of the activity papers, students black out all letters from the word 
DARK . Using the remaining letters, they fill in the blanks to reveal the hidden 
message . Answer: When we confess our sins, we can shine the light of Jesus . 

God wants us to walk in His light. Sin is like a dark cloud that can creep into 
our hearts. The only way to remove it is to confess it to God. He will forgive us, 
cleanse us, and shine His light through us. Model a prayer of repentance and 
confession of sins .

Option 1: CD Reflections 
Give each student a blank CD . Have students sit facing the white butcher paper . 
Dim the lights . Shine a flashlight onto students’ CDs and have students use the 
CDs to reflect light onto the butcher paper . Remember, we will never be perfect 
like God is, but we can reflect His light. 

1 . Turn the lights back on . Give each student a sheet of white paper, a pencil, 
scissors, and tape . Then instruct students to do the following:

2 . Place your CD down on the paper and trace the outside edge . 

3 . Cut out the circle . 

4 . Then use scissors to create designs in the paper (e .g ., hearts, diamonds, 
snowflakes) . 

5 . Tape the patterned circle onto the CD . 

Turn out the lights again . Shine the flashlight onto the students’ CDs so the 
reflection hits the butcher paper . Trace some of the patterns onto the butcher 
paper . 

Comment on the different patterns created . Each of us is unique . We have 
different stories and experiences. No matter who you are, you can always reflect 
the love of Christ.

Option 2: Mirror Images
Let’s play a game called Mirror Image. Everything I do, you do in the exact same 
way. You will reflect me. Guide students through various motions . Then allow 
each of them a turn being the mirror the class reflects . Remember to reflect the 
Lord in all you do this week.

Option 3: JBQ Introduction
Introduce the concept of Junior Bible Quizzing . Hand out one set of JBQ Verses 

 . Explain that each week, a fun activity will help students review the material . 

Option: If you have some JBQ games for the upcoming quarter prepared, show 
students some activities they will be playing . 

See page 6 for more information on 
the JBQ option. 

PM Wnt20-21 TM.indd   13PM Wnt20-21 TM.indd   13 7/22/20   2:35 PM7/22/20   2:35 PM




