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Unit 1: Living with Hope
1. The Mystery of Godliness: 

Who Saw Jesus after the Resurrection?
2. Show Thyself Approved: God’s Word
3. Looking for That Blessed Hope:  

The Ascension of Jesus
4. Made New by the Spirit: 

Jesus Appears to Mary and the Disciples

Unit 2: Taking a Stand for Faith
5. The Fiery Furnace: Three Hebrew Children
6. Daniel in the Lions’ Den
7. God Calls Esther to Stand:  

Esther Accepted God’s Call
8. Mordecai and Purim: 

A Memorial of God’s Deliverance

Unit 3: God Will Save His People
9. Escaping the Locusts: The Book of Joel

10. God Forgives the Guilty: The Book of Micah
11. Habakkuk Waits for God’s Plan: 

The Book of Habakkuk
12. God Judges Nineveh: The Book of Nahum

Review
13. God’s Masterpiece

A Preview of
Summer 2021

God’s Masterpiece   
Art Studio
Join us this summer as we become artists in God’s studio.

• In unit 1, students learn how to live with hope as they explore who 
Jesus is, the hope He brings, and how they can prepare for His return.

• In unit 2, they discover how to stand for faith as they examine the 
lives of Daniel and Esther. 

• In unit 3, students explore God’s desire to save His people today, 
just as He did during the days of the minor prophets. 

Throughout the quarter, students will observe how God is working to turn them into a masterpiece. Transform 
your classroom into an art studio. Your room is a blank canvas and you are the artist who gets to fill it. Fill your 
room with inspirational color and designs. Introduce different art mediums and see what your students can 
create. Let them paint a sunset, sketch a mountain, make a collage, design a building, or use recycled materials
to create something new.

See how God is molding and shaping your students. Watch the Master Creator turn your students’ messy lives
into a masterpiece.

Visit our website about mid-May to download the theme preview.

https://pentecostalpublishing.com/lessonthemes
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A Legacy to Fulfill
In December of 2018, I lost a dear 
friend and mentor, and the world 
lost someone who had invested in 
thousands of lives over the years 
by doing what God had called 
her to do . Joni Owens was a long-
time writer and editor for Word 
Aflame, a Sunday school teacher, 
a children’s church leader, a kids’ 

prayer leader, and a children’s pastor . She taught with 
passion, love, a burden, and anointing .

Her last text to me about a week prior to her death sums 
up the legacy she left . 

“I love and appreciate you and your passion for 
kids so much . Keep up the good work for me, 
please . Our kids are God’s gifts to us and should 
never be shortchanged, taken for granted, shoved 
to the side, or given less than our best . It’s all 
about God . We are just a part of His story, but 
so are the kids . Make sure they know to always 
give Him glory . Make sure no one makes them 
footnotes in His story!”

These words both convicted and motivated me . They 
resulted in some self-examination and ministry-
examination . 

“Our kids are God’s gifts to us .” Do we recognize that 
every child who walks through our doors is a gift? Do we 
understand that the Master Creator has entrusted us to 

help mold and shape the lives of our students? Do we 
value and treasure the gifts God has given us? Do we love 
them like He loves them?

“Our kids  .  .  . should never be  .  .  . given less than our best .” 
Do we prepare our lessons with giving our best in mind 
or just getting it done? Do we think about our students’ 
learning styles, their challenges, their interests, their life 
experiences, or do we just follow the script? Do we ask 
God how to best reach our students, or do we just try to 
do it on our own? 

“It’s all about God .” Do we keep our focus on the main 
thing? Do we get so busy trying to get every activity done 
just right that we block God out of our lesson and our 
classroom? Do we keep Him from moving in and through 
us to reach our students and their families?

“We are just a part of His story, but so are the kids . Make 
sure no one makes them footnotes in His story!” Footnotes 
are the part of a paper or book that very few people read . 
People skip over them, labeling them unimportant or 
pointless . Do we fight for our kids? Do we understand that 
they are a very valuable part of God’s story? Do we help 
others recognize the part our children play in His story? Do 
we promote the importance of children’s ministry to our 
parents and church? Do we teach our kids that they play 
an integral part in God’s story?

Joni Owens fulfilled her part in His story . The question is: 
will we pick up her mantle and carry on the legacy?

2

Editorial by Mandi McKibben
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CLASSROOM DÉCOR
Basic Primary Décor Guidelines

Use the following ideas and the provided classroom décor art  as a starting point for 
creative inspiration and general guides for decorating . Visit Pinterest and other websites 
for additional décor ideas . 

Need more inspiration? Visit the “Word Aflame Primary Curriculum Teachers” Facebook 
group, as well as the Facebook groups for the other children’s levels to see other 
interpretations of the décor . 

The wall decorating ideas can be adapted for any size classroom or teaching situation . 
Decorations can be basic or detailed and three-dimensional . Designs can be reduced in 
size to fit bulletin boards . Simply choose the best ideas for your students .

Keep all important items for interaction and teaching at students’ eye level . Anything 
higher should be used only for decoration .

Under the Sea Décor Suggestions
Imagine you have been sent on a deep-sea mission to the site of a shipwreck from more than 
a century ago . Your task is to explore every nook and cranny, to unlock the mysteries within, 
to discover its treasures, and to write the ship’s story . You must be careful though . Many 
twists and turns will be tossed in your path . Danger lurks around every corner . You must 
avoid the tentacles of a jellyfish, the teeth of a ravenous shark, the ink blobs of a squid, and 
many other known and unknown challenges . At the same time, you encounter unfathomable 
beauty—brightly colored sea creatures and plants, the coral reef, the ocean floor, hundred-
year-old sea turtles, and more . Under the sea is a vast land ready for exploration and 
discovery, a land that displays God’s imagination and creativity everywhere you look .

This quarter we will dive deep into God’s Word to discover how He speaks to us . God 
desires to be in relationship with His people, and He communicates to us in a variety of 
ways . He wishes to reveal Himself to us through His Word . He gives revelation to those 
who seek it . He cautions us to be watchful for the enemy that would distract us from His 
voice . Encourage your students to embark on a journey to hear God’s voice and discover 
the treasure of His Word, a treasure that will last forever .

As you decorate, pray over every corner of the classroom . Prepare your heart to welcome 
the children who enter through the doors of your classroom . Encourage students to 
discover how God can speak to them personally . Help students understand that God’s 
love for them is deeper than the depths of the oceans .

Door Poster
Attach the door poster (trp) to welcome students and invite them into an exciting 
classroom accented with images associated with under the sea . 

Wall 1: Instructional Wall
This is the wall with the writing board . Remember to keep all important items at eye level 
with students . Create a wooden sign from butcher paper, cardboard, or wood that says: 
Fishing School Is Now in Session . Place the sign at the top of the whiteboard . Create 
two more wooden signs that are blank . Mount the New Birth poster (trp) to one sign and 
refer to it each class period . Mount the unit MW poster (trp) to the other sign .

Create a backdrop using plastic tablecloths in ocean colors . These can be attached 
with staples, thumbtacks, or mounting putty . Make a variety of fish using different 
materials (e .g ., metallic or glitter scrapbook paper, aluminum foil, cardboard, blank CD’s, 
construction paper) . Use paint, permanent markers, or items such as buttons, wiggly eyes, 
and cupcake liners to create scales, fins, and eyes . Attach these fish to the backdrop .

Please share décor pictures with our 
Facebook group: Word Aflame Primary 
Curriculum Teachers.

Explaining  
Our Acronyms  
and Symbols

  (ap) = Activity Paper
 BP = Bible Point
 DIY = Do It Yourself
  =  Digital resource using 

code on TRP instruc-
tion sheet

 HC    = Home Connection
 JBQ =  Junior Bible Quizzing
 LA = Life Application
 MV = Memory Verse
 MW = Memory Work
 TM = Teacher’s Manual
 (trp) =  Teacher’s Resource 

Packet
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Wall 4: Sunset over the Ocean
Create a large sunset toward the top half of the wall . Use yellow bulletin-board paper for 
the backdrop of the top half and place a large orange sun covering the majority of the 
top . On the bottom half, use a bright blue construction paper . Use white construction 
paper and a lighter shade of blue to make waves jumping up out of the water . Add 
dolphins jumping out of the water and seagulls flying in the sunset . 

Reference Psalm 93:4 on the wall with the paraphrase, “Mightier than the waves of the 
sea is His love for you .” In front of the wall, create a beach scene with a fishing dock . 
Use a tan canvas or tarp to create the sand . Use a wood pallet to create the fishing dock . 
Place fishing gear and a bait bucket on the dock .

BULLETIN BOARD IDEAS
Enjoy a Bite of God’s Word

Use blue bulletin-board paper to cover your board . Create a shark out of cardboard or 
posterboard and attach it to the bulletin board on the left side . Make a Bible out of 
cardboard or posterboard . Cut a “bite” out of it . Attach the Bible to the right side of the 
bulletin board . Cut out a fish template for each of your students . Take a picture of each 
of your students reading the Bible . Print the pictures, glue each one to a fish template, 
and add them to the bulletin board . Add the words: Enjoy a Bite of God’s Word . 

Jesus Is My Lifesaver (Salvation Board) 
Cover the board with light blue bulletin-board paper . Cut out several life preservers and 
color them with a red and white striped pattern . On each life preserver, add a word or 
phrase that represents something we do to help us get to Heaven (e .g ., pray, read the 
Bible, believe, repent, be baptized in Jesus’ name, receive the Holy Ghost, and be holy) . 
Add to the board the words: Jesus Is My Lifesaver .

Jesus Is with Me
Cover the board with different shades of blue plastic tablecloths . Layer and bunch the 
shades so the bottom of the board looks deeper than the top . Add Isaiah 43:2 (ICB) to the 
board (see margin) . Print off several different fish templates and place them on a hook 
at the corner of the bulletin board . Throughout the quarter, students can write prayer 
requests on these fish and attach them to the board . 

Dive Deep into God’s Word
Cover the board with blue bulletin-board paper . Add a scuba diver in the top left . Add to 
the board the words: Dive Deep into God’s Word . Add fish of different shapes and sizes 
to the board . On the bottom half of the board, hang a clipboard for each student with a 
pushpin or small nail . On the clipboard, place the student’s attendance chart (ap)  and 
memory chart (ap)  .

Isaiah 43:2, ICB 
“When you pass through the waters,  
I will be with you. When you cross 
rivers, you will not drown.”

Create a coral reef along the back of your teaching area or in clumps on each side . Use 
a utility knife to create seaweed and sea anemones out of pool noodles . These can be 
glued together to form the base of the coral reef . 

Coral can also be formed from dowel rods and expanding spray foam . Lay the dowel rods 
on cardboard . Spray the foam to cover the dowel rod and then spray the shape of the coral . 
Once it is completely dry, spray-paint the foam in the colors of your choice . Use a Styrofoam 
base as a stand to hold the dowel rod coral .

Create jellyfish from clear shower caps . Tape metallic colored curling ribbon strands to 
the inside of the shower cap . Cut the strands different lengths to look like tentacles . Fill 
the inside of the shower cap with bubble wrap . Hang the jellyfish from the ceiling using 
fishing line . You can light these each week by pushing a fresh glow stick into the bubble 
wrap before class starts .

If you have shelves near your instructional area, transform them into an ocean science 
display . Place ocean sensory items on the shelves (e .g ., seashells, pictures, a small 
aquarium, stuffed ocean animals, toys, and so on) . Decorate the sides of the shelves with 
fish netting or seaweed .

Wall 2: The Shipwreck
To provide the backdrop along the back wall, make paper chains out of different shades 
of green to represent seaweed and hang them from the ceiling . Create a 3-D model of a 
wrecked ship from either a refrigerator box, wood, or an old boat . Place a treasure box 
on or near the ship . This treasure box could hold items related to each week’s lesson, or 
it could be used as a prize box . If your boat is large enough, students could sit in it each 
week as you tell the Bible story .

Wall 3: The Submarine
Create an ocean backdrop using bulletin-board paper or plastic table covering . Create a 
submarine boat using cardboard or bulletin board paper . Cut out circles for portholes and 
place contact paper over them . Spray-paint the circle edge of the portholes with silver 
spray paint . Add ocean animals (e .g ., whales, octopus, squid, and fish) surrounding the 
submarine . Consider making fish out of paper lanterns and hanging them from the ceiling .

3-Dimensional Idea: Create the submarine frame using PVC piping . Cover the pipes with 
cloth . Cut out a door and portholes . Attach clear cellophane to the portholes so students 
can “look out” the windows . Place chairs inside the submarine and tell your story from 
inside the submarine each week .

     What Is in the TRP Digital Downloads?
In addition to visuals and helps for each lesson, the TRP has a “General Items” folder that contains the following:

• Attendance Chart
• Attendance Sea Stickers 
• Basic Timeline Visuals
• Classroom Décor Art
• Cool Facts about Ocean Animals
• Digital Postcards
• Home Connection Calendars
• Home Connection Devotionals
• JBQ Quizzes
• JBQ Verses

• Memory Chart
• New Birth Handout
• Ocean Sounds
• Review Questions
• Spiritual IEPs
• Student Information Form
• Teacher Training: “Creating Kid 

Friendly Environments”
• Underwater Sounds
• Unit Memory Word (MW) Handouts

In addition, lessons may include videos and sound effects to enhance the lesson . To download your digital 
resources, look for the code on the back of the TRP cover sheet .
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Wall 4: Sunset over the Ocean
Create a large sunset toward the top half of the wall . Use yellow bulletin-board paper for 
the backdrop of the top half and place a large orange sun covering the majority of the 
top . On the bottom half, use a bright blue construction paper . Use white construction 
paper and a lighter shade of blue to make waves jumping up out of the water . Add 
dolphins jumping out of the water and seagulls flying in the sunset . 

Reference Psalm 93:4 on the wall with the paraphrase, “Mightier than the waves of the 
sea is His love for you .” In front of the wall, create a beach scene with a fishing dock . 
Use a tan canvas or tarp to create the sand . Use a wood pallet to create the fishing dock . 
Place fishing gear and a bait bucket on the dock .

BULLETIN BOARD IDEAS
Enjoy a Bite of God’s Word

Use blue bulletin-board paper to cover your board . Create a shark out of cardboard or 
posterboard and attach it to the bulletin board on the left side . Make a Bible out of 
cardboard or posterboard . Cut a “bite” out of it . Attach the Bible to the right side of the 
bulletin board . Cut out a fish template for each of your students . Take a picture of each 
of your students reading the Bible . Print the pictures, glue each one to a fish template, 
and add them to the bulletin board . Add the words: Enjoy a Bite of God’s Word . 

Jesus Is My Lifesaver (Salvation Board) 
Cover the board with light blue bulletin-board paper . Cut out several life preservers and 
color them with a red and white striped pattern . On each life preserver, add a word or 
phrase that represents something we do to help us get to Heaven (e .g ., pray, read the 
Bible, believe, repent, be baptized in Jesus’ name, receive the Holy Ghost, and be holy) . 
Add to the board the words: Jesus Is My Lifesaver .

Jesus Is with Me
Cover the board with different shades of blue plastic tablecloths . Layer and bunch the 
shades so the bottom of the board looks deeper than the top . Add Isaiah 43:2 (ICB) to the 
board (see margin) . Print off several different fish templates and place them on a hook 
at the corner of the bulletin board . Throughout the quarter, students can write prayer 
requests on these fish and attach them to the board . 

Dive Deep into God’s Word
Cover the board with blue bulletin-board paper . Add a scuba diver in the top left . Add to 
the board the words: Dive Deep into God’s Word . Add fish of different shapes and sizes 
to the board . On the bottom half of the board, hang a clipboard for each student with a 
pushpin or small nail . On the clipboard, place the student’s attendance chart (ap)  and 
memory chart (ap)  .

Isaiah 43:2, ICB 
“When you pass through the waters,  
I will be with you. When you cross 
rivers, you will not drown.”

     Bible Quiz Option
Word Aflame is pleased to partner with UPCI Children’s Ministries to present a Junior Bible Quizzing (JBQ) activity as the last 
option for every lesson . The JBQ materials in the General Items of the digital resources  will permit you to study the material 
at your desired pace . 

For 2020–21, JBQ is studying the Book of Mark . This material will be used through the summer of 2021, so do not feel the need 
to get through all the verses this quarter .

Start the quarter by sending students home with one set of verses . Each week, based on their comprehension of the material, 
choose whether to send home a new set of verses or tell students to study last week’s verses again . 

Option 3 of each lesson describes a fun activity to help your students recall the material . Use the JBQ Quizzes  that 
correspond to the JBQ Verses  your students are studying . 
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Extra Ideas
• Come to class dressed as a diver, ocean animal, or pirate .

• Cover tables with ocean animal tablecloths .

• Provide a box of dress-up clothes for students . These could include costumes for 
various ocean animals, divers, pirates, and boat captains .

• Create I Spy jars containing ocean-related items .

• Create a sensory bin using water beads or rice dyed blue along with ocean-related items .

• Create individual submarines using cardboard boxes of various sizes and paint .

• Create glass jar aquariums or terrariums .

• Schedule a class field trip to a local aquarium or zoo .

• Set up an aquarium in your classroom and place live fish in it . At the end of the 
quarter give away the aquarium and/or fish as a prize .

• Set up a water table in your classroom . Place ocean related items in it .

• Purchase a small wooden treasure box from a local craft store for each child . 
Have students decorate their boxes and write their names on them using paint or 
permanent markers . Throughout the quarter, students earn coins and place them in 
their boxes . These coins can be used to purchase items from a classroom store or 
during a class auction at the end of the quarter .

• Have a container of wet wipes ready for cleaning up after snacks and projects . Make 
the container look like a submarine .

Snack Ideas 
• Goldfish 

• Swedish Fish candy

• Gummy worms in blue Jell-O

• Sandwiches or cheese cut into ocean theme shapes

• Sugar cookies (let students cut out shapes and decorate)

• Cupcakes with ocean theme

• Trolli Sour Brite Octopus candy

• Blue Rice Krispy treats

• Yogurt with Graham cracker crumbs covering half the top (to represent the beach) 
and an ocean animal gummy swimming on the other half

• Bagel-bite boats (place a toothpick with a cheese mast on it into the Bagel bite)

• Edible octopuses (make Ritz cracker sandwiches with nut butter or spreadable 
cheese; add pretzel stick legs and raisin eyes)

• Shark teeth (mozzarella cheese wedges)

• Twinkie submarines (use icing to attach Fruit Loop windows; add a cut-off flexible straw)

Offering Method
Option 1: Use a toy submarine or boat to collect the offering .

Option 2: Decorate a jar to look like an ocean animal of your choice .

Option 3: Use a small plastic treasure box .

Volunteers
Purchase small plastic ocean animals from a dollar store or Oriental Trading. Write each child’s name on 
an animal and place them in a fishbowl. When volunteers are needed, pull an animal out of the fishbowl.
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March 7
2021

CORE SUPPLIES
Excite and Engage

Welcome: Print the Cool Facts about Ocean Animals , specifically the picture and information about 
dolphins. Prepare to play the Dolphin sounds . Consider printing fun articles about dolphin 
communication from the internet. 
Attendance charts (ap) , attendance sea stickers (trp) , offering container, New Birth poster (trp) 

Opening Activity: Ask a volunteer with woodworking, construction, or carpentry experience to share 
his or her expertise with the class and help students create a small woodworking project. Spread 
pieces of scrap wood, foamboard, nails, and screws on a workable surface. Bring in a toolbox with 
safe tools (e.g., hammer, screwdriver, pliers, utility knife, and small saw.)
Activity papers (page 1), pencils

Relate and Receive
Bible Lesson: Cut apart the Seven Church signs (trp)  and post them around the room. Use butcher 

paper to create seven scrolls, rolling up each and placing a rubber band on each one. On the 
outside of each scroll, write a name of one of the seven churches. Place the scrolls in a basket.
Map of the Seven Churches (trp) , Rocky Shores of Patmos visual (trp) , Seven Golden 
Candlesticks visual (trp) , Jesus costume (robe with golden sash, 7 star stickers, white wig,  
set of keys) 

Apply and Act
Life Application: Cut apart the Role-Play scenarios (trp) .
Prayer and Call to Action: No supplies necessary
Home Connection:Unit 1 HC calendar (trp) , covers of activity papers, lesson 1 Home Connection 

devotion HC devotion , student information forms 

EXPANDED SUPPLIES
Worship and the Word

Worship: Suggested songs: “Word of God Speak” by MercyMe, “At the Cross” by Chris Tomlin
Memory Work: Purchase sequins or crafts jewels and glue dots for students to use with the memory 

charts (ap)  throughout the quarter.
Paper, pencils, markers, Bibles, unit 1 MW poster (trp)

Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), pencils, crayons or markers
Option 1: For each student, print a Love Letter from Jesus . Students will need pencils, markers, 

stickers, and scrapbooking supplies.
Option 2: Whiteboard, markers, and eraser
Option 3: Select and print one set of JBQ Verses  for students to take home. Research Junior Bible 

Quizzing at the website, www.najbq.com.

Unit 1
Letters to the Seven Churches  
(Part 1)

Unit Aim
Students will search the letters 
in Revelation for concepts about 
righteous living.

Unit Memory Verse
Revelation 1: 10–11

Scripture Text
Revelation 1:4–18

Bible Lesson Verse
Revelation 1:19

Bible Point
From Heaven, Jesus  
speaks to His church.

Life Application
I will obey God’s Word  
in awe and wonder.

ALPHA AND OMEGA
Jesus Speaks to John 1
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 CORE (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)

EXCITE AND ENGAGE
Welcome

Introduce students to the new theme and invite them to explore the room décor . Show 
them the Cool Facts about Dolphins  as you play the Dolphin sounds  .  
Share any fun articles from the internet about dolphin communication . 

Have students write their names on their attendance charts (ap)  . This quarter students will 
track their attendance by adding an attendance sea sticker (trp)  each week they attend .

Select a volunteer to collect the offering and announce the Bible Point: From Heaven, 
Jesus speaks to His church.

Opening Activity: Toolbox for God’s Use
We sometimes imagine God only in human terms. Think about this sentence: “From 
Heaven, Jesus speaks to His church.” 

When you hear the word speak, do you only think about words coming out of someone’s 
mouth? God can talk with us in many more ways than just speaking so that we hear with 
our ears. God uses many ways to speak to our minds and hearts. Ephesians 3:20 tells us 
Jesus is “able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think.” God is bigger 
than what we can imagine or think.

Let’s explore these tools. Can you think of something simple to build? Our special guest 
is going to help us build something.

To build something beautiful, we cannot expect to use just one tool. We used many tools 
and other objects to build our project. Jesus does not just speak one way, with an audible 
voice (although He can).

Consider reviewing the New Birth 
poster (trp) .

     Teacher Devotional
Read Revelation 1:4–18 . Prayerfully consider what this passage says:

About God
From Heaven, Jesus speaks to His church to let us know He is with us and in control of everything that affects 
us . Revelation opens with words of majesty and comfort from God to His people . He is Alpha and Omega, 
and He will make sure everything works out to our benefit . His faithfulness continues to speak to us from 
Heaven today .

To You as a Teacher
We are called to obey God’s Word with awe and wonder . If you’ve journaled about your Christian journey, look 
back over your writings . Has God been faithful? As you leaf through its pages, experience His faithful presence 
as you remember the valleys and victories of your journey . Even today, God is speaking to us to let us know He 
is in complete control .

To Your Students
Many young students do not realize they can hear from God . They realize God speaks to people, but they 
think He only speaks to those who are “important” leaders, such as pastors, teachers, and elders . Help your 
students understand that Jesus wants to speak to them too . 

God can also use your students in the gifts of the Spirit . Share what the gifts of the Spirit are and give 
instances of how they operate within the church . Encourage students to let God work through them so they 
can be used in the gifts of the Spirit .
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• What are some ways Jesus speaks to His church today? Answers could include: 
audibly; through His Word; through individual members of the church body; through 
a “still, small voice”; through His Holy Spirit; through prayer; through the gifts of the 
Spirit; through visions and dreams

Distribute activity papers (page 1) and pencils . Students unscramble the letters on each 
tool to discover a way God speaks and write the correct answer in the toolbox below .

RELATE AND RECEIVE
Access Prior Experience: Have you ever kept a letter you received in the mail? Who was  
it from?

Bible Lesson: Jesus Speaks to John (Revelation 1:4–18)
Choose three students to be John, the Son of Man (Jesus), and the messenger . On the 
student playing the role of Jesus, place the robe, golden sash, and wig . Give this student a 
set of keys and place seven star stickers on the student’s right hand . Give the messenger 
the seven scrolls . Today we will look at letters John wrote to seven churches. God spoke 
to John through a vision, and then John wrote a letter to each of the seven churches of 
Asia, sharing what God had told him for that church.

John was one of the original twelve disciples. Show the Rocky Shores of Patmos visual 
(trp)  . He was exiled, or banished, to the Greek island of Patmos. Patmos was small, 
rocky, and barren. The Roman emperor would banish criminals to Patmos to serve their 
prison terms in harsh conditions. 

Why do you think John was exiled? . . .  Revelation 1:9 reveals that John was exiled “for 
the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.” He was banished to Patmos for 
being a Christian and sharing the Word of God with others.

Verse 10 reveals that John was “in the Spirit on the Lord’s day.” Today that would mean 
he was worshiping at church on Sunday. The student playing John worships by lifting 
hands, clapping, and so on . While in the Spirit, John heard a loud voice like a trumpet 
behind him saying, “I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, 
write in a book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, 
and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto 
Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea” (Revelation 1:11). John turned around with awe and fear at 
the sound of the loud voice. John does so .

Show the Seven Golden Candlesticks visual (trp)  . When John turned to see who was 
speaking to him, he saw seven golden candlesticks and the Son of Man clothed in a robe 
with a golden sash around His middle. His hair was white as snow and His eyes were 
like fire. His feet were like brass and His voice was as the sound of many waters. He had 
seven stars in His right hand (Jesus shows hands), and His tongue was like a two-edged 
sword. He was shining brightly like the sun. When John saw Him, he fell at His feet like a 
dead man. John falls at the feet of Jesus .

The Son of Man said, “Fear not; I am the first and the last: I am he that liveth, and was 
dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of 
death” (verse 17) . Jesus touches John with his right hand and jingles the set of keys with 
his left hand . The Son of Man instructed John to write the things he had seen, the things 
which are, and the things that would come. John rises and nods his head in agreement . 

Jesus told John to write what he saw in a book and then send it to the seven churches in 
Asia, so he did. John pretends to write and then picks up the seven prepared scrolls . 

Since John was exiled, he probably could not deliver the letters to the churches himself, 
so he likely had a messenger deliver the letters. John gives the appropriate scroll to the 
messenger, calling out a church name so the messenger can deliver the scroll under the 
correct church sign (trp) . Pause after each church for the messenger to deliver the scroll . 
John sent the letters to the churches at Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, 
Philadelphia, and Laodicea.

Bible Lesson Verse
“Write the things which thou hast 
seen, and the things which are, and 
the things which shall be hereafter” 
(Revelation 1:19).
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Jesus spoke to John through a vision. John then wrote down everything he saw to share 
with the churches of Asia. God uses the people in His church to speak His Word to others.

Have you ever heard someone speak in tongues or give an interpretation? Have you ever 
heard someone give a prophecy? That is God using the gifts of His Spirit to speak to His 
church, just like He did with John.

APPLY AND ACT
Life Application: I will obey God’s Word in awe and wonder .

John was given very specific instructions—to write to the seven churches of Asia and tell 
them exactly what he saw in his vision.

• If you were imprisoned and exiled on a harsh island and you had a weird dream, do you 
think you would want to write to people and share what you saw? 

• Would you have doubts about how the letter would be received? 

Regardless of what John thought, we know he did one thing—he obeyed. Would you obey 
God’s every commandment to you? We are going to demonstrate how we can obey God in 
different situations. Choose students to act out each Role-Play scenario (trp)  .

Prayer and Call to Action
Jesus speaks to His church, and He can speak to each one of us. Let’s ask God to help us 
hear His voice and to obey His Word.

Lead in prayer: I love You, Jesus, but You love me even more. Jesus, I want to hear Your 
voice. You want to talk to me because I am Your child. When I sin or let other things take 
priority in my life, Your voice is harder to hear. Help me to prioritize Your Word so I know 
Your voice. I want to hear Your voice and obey Your Word. Show me ways to make this 
happen. I want my life to be pleasing to You. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Home Connection
• For each student, send home the unit 1 Home Connection HC calendar (trp)  and 

the lesson 1 HC devotion  . Show parents the URL on the back of the activity paper 
so they can download it themselves throughout the quarter .

• Send home the cover of the activity paper with each student, showing parents that 
the back contains the memory work for the quarter .

• Use student information forms  to get contact information for parents . This will be 
used to establish a home connection throughout the quarter .

• This week contact parents and explain the quarter’s theme . Encourage them to use an 
idea from the Home Connection to reinforce what their child is learning this quarter .

 EXPANDED (designed for a teaching period over 45 minutes)

WORSHIP AND THE WORD
Worship

Ask students to worship by closing their eyes and cupping their hands behind their ears 
to demonstrate listening carefully . Suggested songs: 

• “Word of God Speak” by MercyMe 
• “At the Cross” by Chris Tomlin
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Memory Work: Revelation 1:10–11
Read Revelation 1:10–11 together using the unit 1 MW poster (trp) . Explain any phrases or 
words your students may not understand . 

Repeat the verses using different voices (e .g ., whisper, shout, robot, squeaky) . God 
speaks to His people in many ways. As we discussed in our Bible lesson, John had a 
vision and heard the voice of the Lord. He wrote down God’s message and sent it to the 
seven churches in Asia.

Let’s create a memory work story to help us remember our verses. Form small groups 
and give each group paper, a pencil, and markers . As a group, decide the best way to 
represent each phrase from the verses. Write the words of each phrase on your paper 
and draw a picture that will help you remember that phrase. When groups are finished, 
have each group present their memory work stories .

After the MW activity, have students write their names on their memory charts (ap)  . Then 
give glue dots and sequins or craft jewels to students to place in the appropriate treasure 
box on their charts .

REINFORCE AND REVIEW
Activity Paper

On the back of the activity papers, students will fill in the blank spaces with words from 
Revelation 1:19 . Then let students color the picture . 

As students work, discuss what it might have felt like to be John and receive this special 
writing assignment from God . 

Option 1: God’s Love Letter to You
Give each student a Love Letter from Jesus (trp)  . Set out pencils, markers, stickers, and 
scrapbooking supplies . As you read the letter together, students fill in the blanks . Then 
let them decorate their letters . If time allows, look up the biblical references provided in 
the letter, or encourage students to look up the verses when they get home .

Option 2: Alpha and Omega Tic-Tac-Toe Review
Draw a tic-tac-toe grid on the board . Let’s play tic-tac-toe, but since Jesus 
described Himself as the Alpha and Omega, instead of using X and O, we 
will use the Greek symbols for Alpha and Omega. Write the symbols (A and 
Ω) on the board . 

Form two teams; assign each team a symbol . Ask the first team a review 
question from the lesson . If they answer correctly, they may place their team’s 
symbol in the grid . If they do not answer correctly, the opposing team can 
answer the question with an opportunity to place their symbol in the grid . 

Continue as time allows . The losing team goes first in the next round .

Option 3: JBQ Introduction
Introduce the concept of Junior Bible Quizzing . Hand out one set of JBQ Verses  . Explain 
that each week, a fun activity will help students review the material . 

Option: If you have some JBQ games for the upcoming quarter prepared, show students 
some activities they will be playing . 

See page 5 for more information on the JBQ option . 

Unit 1 Memory Verses
“I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, 
and heard behind me a great voice, as 
of a trumpet, saying, I am Alpha and 
Omega, the first and the last: and, 
What thou seest, write in a book, and 
send it unto the seven churches.” 
(Revelation 1:10–11).
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