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Bible Point: God wants us to be holy.

Experience: Have you been asked to do something you knew you should not 
do? Did you feel nervous or intimidated?

Study: Daniel 1:8

Examine: Discuss what it would have felt like when Jerusalem was conquered 
by Nebuchadnezzar’s armies. How would you feel to be captured and taken 
to Babylon? From an age-appropriate Bible, read the story of Daniel refusing 
the king’s meat in Daniel 1.  

Apply: Gather around a platter of different treats. Family members identify 
which treat they think each family member would like best. Then have 
family members reveal their favorites. As treats are shared and eaten, family 
members identify one thing they think God likes (e.g., families reading 
Bibles and praying together, people worshiping and singing, friends loving 
people and sharing the gospel).

Life Application: I will separate myself to please God.

Pray: God does not want us just to look holy; He wants us to be holy. Pray 
for God to show your family ways to be holy for Him. Commit to doing 
something God likes each day this week.

Daniel Refuses the King’s Meat
Daniel Chooses to Stay Holy

Daniel 1



Lesson 2 Family Devotion Word Aflame Fall 2020

©2020 Pentecostal Publishing House,  
All rights reserved.

HC
HOME CONNECTION

Daniel Interprets the King’s Dream
The Statue and the Rock

Daniel 2

Bible Point: God is in control.

Experience: Have you ever had a dream and wondered if it meant anything? 

Study: Daniel 2:19

Examine: Define and discuss the meaning of prophecy (seeing the past, 
present, and future from God’s point of view). Discuss how Daniel was a 
prophet. From an age-appropriate Bible, read the story of Daniel interpreting 
the king’s dream in Daniel 2. 

Apply: Play a game of trust with smaller family members falling backward into 
the arms of family members who can catch them. To include everyone, older 
family members can sit on the floor and lean backward into the arms of 
smaller family members. Discuss why the game is called trust. God’s arms 
are strong enough to catch everyone in the whole world. We can trust God 
to help us because He is in control.

Life Application: I will trust God to reveal His plan.

Pray: Lift hands and voices in praise to God, who always has a plan to help us. 
Ask God to increase your family’s faith in His promises.
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Bible Point: God requires humility.

Experience: Have you ever eaten something that tasted like grass? What 
would need to happen to make you eat grass?

Study: Daniel 4:37

Examine: Discuss what pride looks like. In what areas might we be tempted to 
take credit for our success, not giving glory to God? From an age-appropriate 
Bible, read how King Nebuchadnezzar was taught a lesson in humility in 
Daniel 4:28–37. 

Apply: See who can jump the farthest. Allow three jumps per person and 
mark each jump. Did each person try to outjump the other? Congratulate 
everyone for a good job of jumping rather than beating others. Contrast 
pride and humility. God does not want us to compare ourselves with others. 
He wants us to let Him set our mark. 

Life Application: I will let God control my life.

Pray: Huddle up and pray that God would always keep you humble and 
aiming for His mark for your life. Ask God to show you areas where you 
may be prideful and to help you make changes. Give God thanks for all the 
blessings in your lives.

Nebuchadnezzar Came to God
Nebuchadnezzar Learned Humility

Daniel 4:28–37
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Bible Point: God is the King of kings.

Experience: What is the coolest thing you have ever seen at a party?

Study: Daniel 6:3

Examine: Discuss what you might do to impress your guests if you threw a 
party. Discuss how Belshazzar pulled out the goblets stolen from God’s 
Temple. Then read how God showed Belshazzar who was really in control by 
reading about the handwriting on the wall in Daniel 5:1–6:3.

Apply: Pretend you are having a fancy dinner and create a special place 
setting. Then pretend you have found a stray dog and put a dog dish on the 
floor. Compare the dishes for each situation. What would your special guest 
think about eating from a dog bowl while the dog ate from a fancy plate? 
God is the King of kings. He is more than just a special guest in our lives 
and deserves our best.

Life Application: I will respect God’s authority.

Pray: Identify ways to show God respect through our time, talent, and 
treasure. Discuss how raising our hands to God symbolizes our surrender 
to His authority. Prayerfully surrender your hearts to God, giving glory to the 
King of kings.

Daniel Interprets the  
Writing on the Wall

Mene Mene, Tekel, Upharsin
Daniel 5:1–6:3
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Bible Point:  Jesus came to save sinners.

Experience: Has anyone ever made fun of you or punished you for doing 
something you really believe in?

Study: I Timothy 1:15

Examine: Define mercy as not receiving deserved punishment. From an age-
appropriate Bible, discuss Paul’s role in Stephen’s stoning in Acts 7:54–8:3. 
Then read I Timothy 1:15–16 and discuss why Paul would consider himself 
the chief of sinners. How did God show mercy to Paul?

Apply: Have everyone name different rules people follow at home, at church, 
and at school. Are rules good? Are they always followed? Discuss a time 
when someone broke a rule and received mercy rather than punishment. 
Jesus knows we are human and make mistakes. He wants to help us and 
rescue us when we mess up.

Life Application: I need God’s mercy.

Pray: Lead a prayer of repentance. Ask God’s forgiveness for doing things that 
do not please Him. Then thank Him for showing mercy.

Chief of Sinners
Paul Receives Mercy

Acts 7:54–8:3
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Bible Point: Jesus came to rescue us.

Experience: Have you ever been rescued from a scary situation?

Study: I Timothy 2:3–6

Examine: Discuss the meaning of rescue. Who are some people who rescue 
others? From an age-appropriate Bible, read and discuss I Timothy 2:3–6. 
Then read Matthew 27:45–56 and discuss what Jesus endured that we 
might be rescued. 

Apply: Designate a day or evening when the kids may not open the refrigerator; 
they must ask an adult to retrieve items for them. Discuss what it was like 
to not have free access to fulfill their needs. Compare this to how sin locked 
us out of a relationship with God, but Jesus paid the ransom and bought our 
freedom. Discuss how we need to be born again to be rescued (Acts 2:38). 

Life Application: I need Jesus to rescue me.

Pray: Thank Jesus for making Himself and all His blessings available to us 
when He went to the cross.

Jesus Paid the Ransom
Jesus Delivered Us from Sin

I Timothy 2:3–6



Lesson 7 Family Devotion Word Aflame Fall 2020

©2020 Pentecostal Publishing House,  
All rights reserved.

HC
HOME CONNECTION

Bible Point: God’s Word is good for us.

Experience: Who is someone whose advice you really listen to? Have you ever 
gone against that person’s advice?

Study: II Timothy 3:16–17 in relation to Luke 11:27–32

Examine: Discuss the importance of God’s Word. From an age-appropriate 
Bible, read Luke 11:27–32. How did Jesus use Jonah to teach His lesson? 
How did Jesus use the Queen of Sheba to teach His lesson? Did the people 
listen to and obey God’s Word, or did they just want Jesus to do miracles?

Apply: Play Simon Says. Then discuss the importance of following 
instructions from parents, teachers, your pastor, police, and God. Have 
everyone name something God created. God gave instructions to the 
animals, fish, and insects He created thousands of years ago. They still 
obey. The Bible is God’s Word; it gives us instructions for how to live.

Life Application: I will listen to and honor God’s Word.

Pray: Identify some instructions from God’s Word that you will follow this 
week. Then, as a family, commit yourselves to honoring God’s Word.

Let the Word Do the Work
Jesus Teaches about Jonah

II Timothy 3:16–17; Luke 11:27–32
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Bible Point: God wants us to share His Word.

Experience: Have you ever shared very important news with a friend or family 
member?

Study: II Timothy 4:2

Examine: First, read II Timothy 4:1–5 from an age-appropriate Bible. Discuss 
how Paul told Timothy to preach God’s Word in good times and bad. Then 
read Acts 19:21–20:1 and discuss how Paul followed his own advice.

Apply: Assemble a crunchy food (chip/cracker) and a quiet food (bread/
banana) for each person. Have everyone crunch. Who was loudest? Chew 
the quiet food. Who was the quietest? Identify places where you have to be 
quiet. Identify places where you can talk as much as you want. God wants 
us to share His Word with others. Identify places where you could talk about 
the Bible. Who could you tell about Jesus? What would you say?

Life Application: I will share God’s Word.

Pray: As a family, name some people who need to hear God’s Word. Then seek 
God’s face as you prayerfully look for ways to share His Word with them.

Preach the Word
Paul Preached in the Face of Danger

II Timothy 4:1–5: Acts 19:21–20:1
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Bible Point: God inspires us to build His church.

Experience: Have you ever helped build something? What was it and who did 
you help? 

Study: Ezra 1:5

Examine: Discuss how your church was built. Imagine going away for a long time 
and then returning. What would it look like? From an age-appropriate Bible, 
read Ezra 1–3, focusing on how God inspired them to rebuild His church.

Apply: Take the family on a tour of your home. Describe the features of each 
room and allow family members to point out something they love about it. 
Thank God for your home. Discuss the different rooms in your church. Allow 
family members to point out something they love about your church. When 
we love something, we take care of it.

Life Application: I will build God’s kingdom.

Pray: Identify ways to show appreciation for the family home and God’s 
house. Prayerfully thank God for your home and church.

Rebuilding the Temple
Cyrus Helps God’s People Rebuild

Ezra 1–3
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Bible Point: God gives us burdens.

Experience: Have you felt compassion when you saw a person in pain or in 
need of help?

Study: Nehemiah 2:18

Examine: Define burden as when God places something on your heart. From 
an age-appropriate Bible, read how God placed a burden on Nehemiah’s 
heart in Nehemiah 1–3. Discuss any burdens your family members may be 
feeling from God.

Apply: Identify tasks family members usually do around the house or yard. 
Swap tasks for a few days so each family member is assuming someone 
else’s burden. If one person usually empties the trash, have another do it. 
If one person usually folds towels, have another do it, and so on. Afterward, 
discuss how it felt to help someone else and have someone else help you.

Life Application: I will respond when God places a burden in my heart.

Pray: As a family, pray that God would open your eyes to helping others 
every day.

A Burden to Build
Nehemiah’s Burden

Nehemiah 1–3
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Bible Point: God strengthens us when others oppose us.

Experience: Think back to when you first learned to ride a bike or skate. How 
many times did you fall? What did you do when you fell? Did you give up or 
did you get back up?

Study: Nehemiah 4:9

Examine: Discuss how we face opposition every day. Then from an age-
appropriate Bible, read how Sanballat and Tobiah opposed Jerusalem’s 
rebuilding efforts in Nehemiah 4; 6:15–16. Discuss how Nehemiah 
responded first with prayer and then with action, placing a tool and a 
weapon in each worker’s hands.

Apply: Let everyone arm wrestle each other, even if the pairs are unequally 
matched. Discuss how physical strength is nothing compared to spiritual 
strength. With God on our side, we are stronger than the biggest opponent, 
but we must ask for God’s help. Have the smallest person arm wrestle 
again, but this time ask for help from the biggest person. It is a sure win.

Life Application: I will do what God asks, even when others try to stop me.

Pray: Thank God for strengthening us when others try to stop us from doing 
His work.

Nehemiah’s Opposition
A Tool and a Sword

Nehemiah 4; 6:15–16
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Bible Point: God desires to free and help the oppressed.

Experience: When you need help at home, who do you turn to? How do you ask?

Study: Nehemiah 5:11

Examine: Discuss poverty and how some families have less food and 
provisions than others. Then read Nehemiah 5 from an age-appropriate 
Bible, discussing how Nehemiah saw the needs of the poor and decided to 
do something about it. What was the response? 

Apply: Jesus wants us to help those who are in need. As a family, assemble 
blessing bags to carry in your car and distribute to those in need. Fill 
a gallon bag with a variety of supplies (e.g., water bottle, snack food, 
bar of soap, toothbrush, toothpaste, tissues, hand sanitizer). Include a 
handwritten card with a word of encouragement and a Bible verse.

Life Application: I will help those in need.

Pray: Pray over the bags and thank God that you can help others. If you are in 
need of help, ask God for wisdom on where you can turn for assistance.

Nehemiah Defended the Poor
The Poor Cry Out to Nehemiah

Nehemiah 5


