
FOCUS VERSE: John 2:19–21; I Corinthians 15:52 
19 Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this 
temple, and in three days I will raise it up.
20 Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this 
temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days?
21 But he spake of the temple of his body.

52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall 
be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

LESSON TEXT: Matthew 27:62–66; 28:1–8; John 2:18–22;  
Romans 8:9–11; I Thessalonians 4:13–18; I Corinthians 15:52
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LESSON BIG IDEA
I have hope because 
Jesus rose from the 
dead.

TRUTH ABOUT GOD
God raised Jesus 
from the dead.

THE PROMISE OF 
RESURRECTIONES
EASTER SUNDAYAPRIL 17, 2022
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BIBLICAL OVERVIEW
Lesson Text: Matthew 27:62–66; 28:1–8; John 2:18–22; Romans 8:9–11;  
I Thessalonians 4:13–18; I Corinthians 15:52

The promise of resurrection from death did not go unchallenged in 
the first century. The Sadducees denied the existence of angels or the 
possibility of resurrection, but the Pharisees disagreed, confessing both 
(Acts 23:6–9). Nevertheless, the Pharisees wanted Jesus’ tomb secured 
to prevent His disciples from stealing His body and claiming He had risen 
(Matthew 27:62–66). Their rejection of Jesus convinced them He would 
not rise from the dead.

Some Jews demanded a sign from Jesus to authenticate His authority to 
cleanse the Temple. Jesus said, “Destroy this temple, and in three days 
I will raise it up” (John 2:19). The Jews thought He was talking about 
Herod’s Temple, but Jesus was speaking of His body. This affirmed 
the truth of the Resurrection (John 2:18–21). The Gospels rely on the 
witnesses at the tomb and others who saw Jesus after His resurrection 
(Matthew 28:1–10; Mark 16:1–14; Luke 24; John 20–21).

Romans 8:9 identifies those who are “in the Spirit” and “not in the flesh” 
as those within whom the Spirit of God dwells. Those who are “in the 
flesh” are those in whom the Spirit of Christ does not dwell, thus they do 
not belong to Him.

Paul equated the “Spirit of God” with the “Spirit of Christ.” They are 
the same. There is only one Spirit. The presence of the indwelling Spirit 
marks a person as a Christian.

In Romans 8:10, Paul used the first-class condition to underscore the 
reality that Christ was indeed in the believers at Rome. In Romans 8:9–11, 
the interchangeable terms indicate it is the same thing to say the Spirit 
of God or the Spirit of Christ, for Christ Himself dwells within a person. 
There is no idea here of a distinction between these terms.

Those living at the coming of the Lord will be instantaneously “changed” 
from mortal to immortal. The “trumpet” is a well-known metaphor 
heralding the end of an age (I Corinthians 15:51–54). (See, for example, 
Matthew 24:31; I Thessalonians 4:13–18; Revelation 8:2.) The resurrection 
of Christ anticipated the future resurrection of deceased believers (I 
Thessalonians 4:14; see also I Corinthians 15:42–57).

EASTER SUNDAY

JESUS SAID, “DESTROY THIS TEMPLE,  
AND IN THREE DAYS I WILL RAISE IT UP” 
(JOHN 2:19).
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LESSON ES

Matthew 27:62–66
62 Now the next day, that followed the day of the preparation, the chief priests and 
Pharisees came together unto Pilate,
63 Saying, Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, while he was yet alive, After three 
days I will rise again.
64 Command therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until the third day, lest his 
disciples come by night, and steal him away, and say unto the people, He is risen from 
the dead: so the last error shall be worse than the first.
65 Pilate said unto them, Ye have a watch: go your way, make it as sure as ye can.
66 So they went, and made the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, and setting a watch.

Biblical Insight
Ironically, the Pharisees, who were Israel’s staunchest defenders of the doctrine of 
resurrection, conspired to ensure the grave was unbreakable. Unwittingly, their plot 
actually worked to strengthen the Christian testimony of Christ’s rising from the dead. 
By having a stone over the door, a Roman guard, and Pilate’s seal to secure the tomb, 
the undisputedly empty tomb served as an eloquent testimony to the miraculous 
Resurrection.

Daily Devotion
A famous line associated with the Titanic is one that probably caused even the manliest 
of men to blush. There is a strong chance it even caused unbelievers to change their 
perception of the power of God after the Titanic sank. An employee boldly uttered 
the words, “Not even God Himself could sink this ship.” While the Titanic cannot be 
adequately compared to the empty grave, and while God did not spitefully destroy 
a beautiful cruise liner, it is important to remember there is nothing too big or too 
permanent for God to move. 

What man thinks is unbreakable, unsinkable, and immovable is just another 
opportunity for the Lord to show Himself strong and mighty. The Resurrection is such 
an example, and the Resurrection was no accident. The intentionality of the miracle 
that man said could not be done is a testimony to how God works. The Rock of all 
ages rolled away the rock that tried to hold Him back. Your miracle could be just a 
stone’s roll away. Nothing is impossible for our Savior who still works in ways people 
say could never be done.

DAY 1 
Bible Reading Plan

Psalm 105  106  | Romans 15 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________
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THE PROMISE OF RESURRECTION

DAY 2 
Matthew 28:1–6
1 In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, came 
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre.
2 And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended 
from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it.
3 His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow:
4 And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men.
5 And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye 
seek Jesus, which was crucified.
6 He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.

Biblical Insight
The first witnesses to the resurrection of Jesus were women, and the first to hear 
the testimony of the angel of the Lord were women. Women were the first people to 
meet Jesus after His resurrection, and they were the first to proclaim His resurrection. 
The male disciples did not believe the women’s report (Mark 16:11; Luke 24:11). To 
reject the testimony and ministry of women because they are women is an error. 
From the birthday of the church onward, both men and women have been equipped 
by the Holy Spirit to function in a prophetic role (Acts 2:17–18).

Daily Devotion
One aspect of the feminist movement in society states women should be treated the 
same way as men. Many believe inequality is at play. Though that might be true in 
certain aspects, the reality is that women are not the same as men, and that is okay. 
Each gender was created with different strengths that equally benefit the church.

Although males and females are not equal in many areas, their differences balance out 
the kingdom of God. Both men and women are called to do the work of Christ, and 
each has essential roles that help make the church whole. Each gender is important 
to God, and He loves each of His children the same. Women, just like men, play an 
essential part in many areas of God’s kingdom and should never feel inferior because 
of how God created them. The differences in our makeup should be seen as strengths, 
not weaknesses, and as opportunities, not misfortune. 

We are all fearfully and wonderfully made. God saw that what He made was good in 
the Garden. He still treasures His creation equally and uses us in the Kingdom in spite 
of and because of our differences. How are you contributing to the kingdom of God?

Bible Reading Plan
Psalm 107  108  109  110  111  | Romans 16 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________
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John 2:18–22
18 Then answered the Jews and said unto him, What sign shewest thou unto us, seeing 
that thou doest these things?
19 Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.
20 Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, and wilt thou 
rear it up in three days?
21 But he spake of the temple of his body.
22 When therefore he was risen from the dead, his disciples remembered that he 
had said this unto them; and they believed the scripture, and the word which Jesus 
had said.

Biblical Insight
Jesus declared that He would raise up the temple of His own body. Scripture also 
testifies to the fact that God the Father raised Jesus from the dead (Acts 2:24; 
Ephesians 1:17–20) and that He was raised from the dead by the Spirit (Romans 8:11). 
Attempts to fragment God into first, second, and third persons introduce notions and 
language not found in Scripture. Although mystery is involved in the Incarnation (I 
Timothy 3:16), it is mystery to be celebrated as miraculous, not to be explained away 
by human reason and in human terms.

Daily Devotion
At many funerals we hear moving eulogies of lives well lived and well loved. During 
these eulogies, the speakers often recite the titles and descriptions of the deceased. 
“John was a devoted father, son, grandfather, and doctor.” “Susan was a patient 
mother, daughter, sister, and loving aunt.” All of these labels describe who the person 
was, but they are not the person’s legal and permanent name. 

We are made up of many elements, but we each have our own name. The same 
concept goes for God. He has many appellations, but He has one name. He is the 
Father, He is the Son, and He is the Holy Ghost, and His name is Jesus. He sealed 
our salvation with His blood. We may say along with the apostle Paul, “Great is the 
mystery of godliness,” and great is His name. Have you taken on the name of Jesus 
in baptism?

DAY 3 
Bible Reading Plan

Psalm 112  113  114  115  | I Corinthians 1 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________
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THE PROMISE OF RESURRECTION

Romans 8:9–11
9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. 
Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.
10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because 
of righteousness.
11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that 
raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that 
dwelleth in you.

Biblical Insight
The resurrection will destroy death, sin’s final effect in the body of the believer  
(I Corinthians 15:54–57). The believer’s mortal body will ultimately be resurrected to 
eternal life through the same Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead. The indwelling 
of the Holy Spirit guarantees that believers will take part in the resurrection. (See 
Romans 8:23; I Corinthians 15:12–58; Philippians 3:20–21; I Thessalonians 4:13–18;  
I John 3:2.)

Daily Devotion
To many people theme parks are some of the most exciting places to visit. This is 
especially true for children, those who have children, or those who are children at 
heart. As exhilarating as theme parks may be, rare are the parks that allow guests 
inside without asking them to pay a price. Take Disney World or Six Flags for example. 
Imagine if you were to approach the gate with lunches packed, water bottles ready, 
all your kids’ hair perfectly combed. Suppose you tried to walk past the attendant 
without a valid ticket or proof of purchase. You likely would be stopped, denied 
entry, and asked to leave the same way you came. Worse yet, you may be escorted 
out by security.

You must have the right ticket to enter. The same concept rings true for our salvation 
and entry into Heaven. Repentance, the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, and baptism in 
Jesus’ name are all part of what we need to make sure we walk past the gate. Jesus 
paid the ultimate price on the cross, but we still have to do our part. Jesus gave us the 
gospel; our response is our responsibility. Have you responded to the gospel?

Bible Reading Plan
Psalm 116  117  118  | I Corinthians 2 DAY 4 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________
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LESSON ES

DAY 5 

Reflection and Prayer
 » What can you do to apply this principle to your life today?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________

I Thessalonians 4:13–18
13 But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are 
asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.
14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in 
Jesus will God bring with him.
15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain 
unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.
16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:
17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.
18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words.

Biblical Insight
In Paul’s world, sleeping was a common euphemism and metaphor for physical death. 
The resurrection of Christ anticipated the future resurrection of deceased believers. 
The “word of the Lord” could indicate something Christ revealed personally to Paul, 
or it could point to what Jesus taught about Himself in the Olivet Discourse—namely, 
that He would return in the clouds of Heaven with angels and a loud trumpet call to 
gather His people unto Him (Matthew 24:29–31).

Daily Devotion
Released in 2002, the track “Arise My Love” performed by NewSong depicts the 
Resurrection in a beautiful and dramatic way. You may have heard it while you 
watched a sign language or dowel rod performance at an Easter service in the early 
2000s. The song was popular and for good reason. 

Toward the end of the song, the lyrics—like the Scripture—remind us that death does 
not have the final say. We have a promise of a resurrection in Christ. “Sin, where are 
your shackles? Death, where is your sting? Hell has been defeated. The grave could 
not hold the King.” Just as the grave could not contain Jesus, we are promised that 
death will not have the last word for us or any who have given their lives to Christ 
and followed His plan of salvation. We have hope beyond the grave and a promise of 
eternity with Him when we live our lives according to His Word.

Bible Reading Plan
Psalm 119:1–48  | I Corinthians 3 
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The Promise of Resurrection

My Prayer for the Upcoming Week
How do you want to be different because of what you have experienced today?
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

Scripture Focus: John 2:19–21

The Lesson in Context
Even secular historians acknowledge that Jesus Christ is the central figure in human 
history. However, His resurrection is more than a history lesson; it has eternal 
consequences for all people. Jesus prophesied that He would rise from the dead. 
The disciples doubted initially and only understood after the fact. But once they saw 
the risen Christ and believed by faith, they were never the same. The Resurrection 
was not an event for them; it was a person. People in sin who doubt Christ’s claims 
and ignore His love will find themselves eventually entering an eternity of suffering 
and pain. People in Christ, who through faith believe His claims and obey the gospel, 
will find abundant life now and a future filled with joy in His presence. 

Jesus still wants to be known as the Resurrection to people today. Yes, it was an 
event, but it is also a person to be experienced in the power of the Holy Spirit. This 
is the Pentecostal message: everyone everywhere can experience resurrection life 
through “the resurrection, and the life” (John 11:25)—Jesus Christ our Lord. Let us 
respond to God’s Word with faith and let God move on us through the Holy Spirit.

Group Discussion
1. Jesus prophesied about His death, yet Scripture indicates it still shocked the 

disciples. Why do you think this was so?

2. What implications are there for present-day disciples in the knowledge that 
Jesus willingly surrendered to the will of God?

3. Joseph of Arimathea was called a secret disciple, but the death of Jesus 
brought Joseph’s affection to light. What do you think it was about Jesus’ 
death that stirred Joseph to action?

4. How has the hope of Jesus’ resurrection changed your life? When was the last 
time the hope of His resurrection ignited your faith?

5. When you think of the final resurrection of the church, what is the most 
exciting thing to you?
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