
Join us on our Facebook 
group. Interact with editors 

and Sunday school teachers. Post 
pictures of your class. Brag on what 
God is doing in your class. You 
teach with us; now interact with us. 
Check out our group, “Word Aflame 
Preteen Curriculum Teachers.”

Materials in this curriculum may only be copied for use in the local classroom. Do not reproduce, 
distribute, or transmit any other part of the Word Aflame curriculum in any form or by any means, including 
photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without possessing prior documented 
approval from Pentecostal Publishing House, a department of the United Pentecostal Church International. To 
request permission, contact customerservice@pentecostalpublishing.com.

Websites indicated in source citations are not intended to imply an endorsement by Pentecostal 
Publishing House (PPH), nor does PPH vouch for the content of these sites. Given the transient nature of 
online publications, it is possible a web address may no longer be active or may have been altered since the 
print date of this publication.

All Scripture quotations are taken from the King James Version unless otherwise noted.
All Scripture quotations marked (NLT) are taken from the New Living Translation, ©2015 Tyndale House 

Foundation. All rights reserved. 
All quotations marked (AMP) are taken from the Amplified Bible, ©2015 by The Lockman Foundation, La 

Habra, CA 90631. All rights reserved.

Preteen Teacher’s Manual
Manufactured in U.S.A., December 2019, 1422011
www.pentecostalpublishing.com • All rights reserved
©2019 Pentecostal Publishing House,  
36 Research Park Court, Weldon Spring, MO 63304

EDITORIAL STAFF
Editor in Chief: Robin Johnston
Associate Editor, Curriculum: 

Lee Ann Alexander
Children’s Editor: Chris Anderson
Preteen Editor: 

Deanna Barnes

WRITERS
Ashley Hibbetts, Sharon Krnavek, 
Melinda Poitras, Brandy Toenges, 
Barbara Westberg, John Alan Wilson II

DESIGN
Layout: Dennis Fiorini
Artist: Dave Hill, Anthony Mitchell

 Editorial: The Quest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2
 Classroom Décor: Snow Quest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3

UNIT 1: BETTER THINGS
December 1, 2019     1 • The Better Plan (God’s Better Plan for Mary). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8
December 8, 2019     2 • The Better Priest (Jesus, the Better Priest) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  14
December 15, 2019     3 • The Better Sacrifice (Jesus, the Better Sacrifice) . . . . . . . . . . . .  20
December 22, 2019     4 • The Better News (Jesus, the Better News)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  25

UNIT 2: FAITH 
December 29, 2019     5 • God Loves Faith (God Called Abraham)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  30
January 5, 2020     6 • Enduring Faith (One Woman’s Enduring Faith) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  35
January 12, 2020     7 • Faithful in Correction (Jonah Repented) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  41
January 19, 2020  8 • Showing Our Faith (Noah Showed His Faith)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  47

UNIT 3: GODLY LIVING
January 26, 2020 9 • Pursuing Holiness (Israel Wanted to Go Back) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  53
February 2, 2020 10 • A Chosen Generation (Paul Let His Light Shine) . . . . . . . . . . . . .  59
February 8, 2020 11 • Subject to One Another (Jesus’ Footwashing Service) . . . . . . . .  65
February 16, 2020 12 • Standing Strong in Faith (Enoch Stood Strong for God) . . . . . . .  71

REVIEW 
February 23, 2020 13 • Faithful to God . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  76

Faithful to God
Snow Quest
Table of Contents

PT Wnt20 TM.indd   1 7/8/19   9:48 AM



 

3

SNOW QUEST FAITH TRAIL 
Welcome students to a quest—a pursuit of becoming 
faithful to God—with an exciting, snowy scene. 
Challenge them to climb higher and love deeper as 
they examine the life of Jesus. Expand their horizons 
with the study of biblical characters and their life 
situations, illustrating the concepts of Hebrews, 
I and II Peter, and Jude. Warm their hearts with 
God’s compassion. Spark their imaginations with 
God’s anointing. Above all, prepare students for a 
successful Christian life with a future in Heaven.

Room Decoration
Attach the door poster (trp) to the classroom door. Frame the entrance with a snowy 
mountain. Stack and secure multiple sizes of cardboard boxes with the smallest 
at the top. Hot-glue or tape the boxes together. Next, crinkle long pieces of white 
bulletin board paper. Starting at the top of the boxes, cover the boxes with the 
crinkled paper, using a staple gun to keep the paper in place. Create crevasses on 
the mountain with blue paint. Spray the mountain with Elmer’s spray adhesive and 
sprinkle on fake snow. Use classroom décor art  to print and cut out skiers to attach 
to the side of the mountain.

Within the classroom, hang giant purchased or cut-out snowflakes sprayed with 
glitter. Cover blue and white paper lanterns with Elmer’s spray adhesive. Add glitter 
and fake snow and dangle from high points in the room. String multiple sets of icicle 
lights across the windows.

Decorate the Walls
The wall decorating ideas can be adapted for any size classroom or teaching situation. 
Decorations can be basic or detailed and three-dimensional. Designs can be reduced 
in size to fit bulletin boards. Simply choose the best ideas for your students.

Wall 1: Welcome to Snow Quest
This wall should have a writing board as the focal point for teaching lesson segments. 
Cover the wall with sky-blue paper or plastic tablecloths. 

Hang several strings of snowballs from the ceiling about three inches away from the 
wall. Make the snowballs by pulling apart cotton balls to shape into a variety of sizes. 
Using a sewing needle, thread the cotton balls with long lengths of fishing line. Attach 
the lines to the ceiling at uneven intervals for a more natural appearance. Put a hot 
glue dot on the bottom of each cotton ball to prevent it from sliding down the line.

In this area, display the New Birth poster (trp) “To Be S’MORE like Jesus,” and refer to 
it each class period.

Wall 2: Winter Wonderland
Cover the entire wall with blue paper or a snow backdrop wall scene. Stand a few 
decorative white pine trees or decorative white stick trees in front of the wall. 
Pile polyester fiberfill around the bases of the trees to look like snow drifts. Place 
Styrofoam balls sprayed with adhesive and covered in fake snow around the piled 
snow. Shine an LED snowflake light toward this wall.

Prop a sled or skis near the tree display. The winter gear can be changed every few weeks.

Keep all important items for 
interaction and teaching at students’ 
eye level. Anything higher should be 
used only for decoration.

DÉCOR DEVELOPMENT

Explaining Our Acronyms and Symbols
  =  Downloadable resource 

using code on TRP 
instruction sheet

 (ap) = Activity Paper
 BP = Bible Point
 HC    = Home Connection

 JBQ =  Junior Bible Quizzing
 LA =  Life Application
 MV = Memory Verse
 (trp) =  Teacher’s Resource 

Packet
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Wall 3: Ice Skating Scene
Envision the wall in three equal horizontal parts. To the top third of the wall, attach 
deep blue paper to make the sky. Attach white or light gray paper to the lower two-
thirds of the wall to make a frozen lake. Imagine the line between the two colors as 
the horizon of the scene. Just above the horizon, attach various shapes of jagged 
mountain silhouettes cut from black or dark gray paper. At the top right of the center 
of the sky, attach a white half circle near the ceiling to suggest the sun shining on the 
scene. Add sun rays cut from white paper or brushed on with white paint.

Use classroom décor art  to cut ice skater silhouettes from black paper. Attach the 
ice skaters as if they are speeding around the lake. Add gray or black swirls (using 
markers or paint) to simulate the ice skaters’ tracks on the frozen lake. Shadows of 
ice skaters could also be added with black or gray paint. Brush small amounts of 
white or silver glitter glue randomly across the lake to create a suggestion of ice.

Wall 4: Ski Lodge 
Cover the entire wall with 4'' x 12'' rectangles of brown paper, using several hues for 
a more realistic appearance. Attach the paper in staggered horizontal rows to create 
the look of a wood wall.

Add a large rectangle of blue paper for a window. Draw the mountain view  at the 
lower edge of the paper to suggest a distant view. Spray the tops of the mountains 
with Elmer’s spray adhesive and sprinkle with fake snow.

Attach the unit MV poster (trp) to this wall, changing the poster as the units progress. 
The attendance ski passes (ap)  and the memory mittens (ap)  could also be 
displayed in this area.

Place a table with a red tablecloth and a few chairs near the wall. Make it a place 
where students can gather for a cup of hot chocolate or warm cookies. Consider 
bringing a Keurig with cocoa K-Cups. Add containers of mini marshmallows, 
cinnamon, candy canes, and baskets of paper cups and napkins.

     Looking Ahead
Check the quarter’s title pages (like page 8) now to see what supplies need to be gathered. Designate what activities 
require multiple copies, cutouts, or unusual supplies. Recruit volunteers to help with drawing, copying, or cutting. For 
each lesson:

• Create a sample of every craft activity.

• Practice object lessons well before class to make sure your methods provide the desired result.

Before the quarter begins, tear apart the activity papers and sort the papers by lesson for easier distribution each week. 
Set apart the title page to send home in week 1. This will provide families with a copy of the unit memory posters for at-
home study. Order one activity paper per student with a few extras for visitors and for growth. 

Use the Digital Resources
If you occasionally loan out your teacher’s manual or accidentally leave it at church, don’t panic. Before the quarter 
begins, follow the process on page 2 to download the entire manual to your electronic device. You can check supplies, 
study, and focus your prayers with a few simple clicks on your device.
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Timeline Option
To aid students in understanding where lesson events fall in relation to other events 
in the Bible, we recommend teachers create a timeline on a wall of the classroom. 

• Purchase straight-edge bulletin-board border in a solid color. Using a wall-safe 
adhesive, attach several pieces end-to-end as space permits. 

• From the TRP, print the timeline visuals  of Creation, Noah’s Ark, Abraham, 
Moses, King David, Jesus’ Crucifixion, and Jesus’ Return, as well as arrows. 

• Cut out the arrows and place them at the ends of your timeline to emphasize that 
it goes on beyond what is shown. 

• Over the left arrow, place the Creation visual. 

• Place the Crucifixion visual two-thirds of the way down the timeline.

• Between these visuals, place Noah’s Ark, Abraham, Moses, and King David, 
respectively.

• Over the right arrow, place Jesus’ Return visual. Cut out the “We Are Here” arrow 
and place it next to this visual. 

During each lesson, place that lesson’s visuals on the timeline to show its location in 
relation to the other events students have learned. For a series with several lessons 
in a short time period, we suggest you create an extension above or below that 
“zooms in” on that section of time, and then place the visuals along the extension in 
the order they occur. At the end of the quarter, leave the visuals up. Over time, you 
will create an extensive timeline.

Attendance Ski Passes
An attendance chart for each student is included with the activity papers. A digital 
version  is also available for printing extra copies as needed. This quarter, students 
will track attendance with ski passes. Print a picture of each student. Students will 
glue the pictures to the ski passes. Consider laminating the passes once students 
add their pictures and names and attaching them to lanyards for students to wear. 
Create a few guest passes. Each week, students can track their attendance with a star 
sticker (trp)  applied to the back of their passes.

     What Is in the TRP Digital Downloads?
In addition to visuals and helps for each lesson, the TRP has a “General Item” folder that contains the following:

• Attendance Chart
• Attendance Star Stickers 
• Basic Timeline Visuals
• Classroom Décor
• Digital Postcards
• Home Connection Calendars
• Home Connection Devotionals
• JBQ Quizzes

• JBQ Verses
• Memory Chart
• New Birth Handout
• Spiritual IEP
• Student Information Form
• Teacher Training Article: “ADHD”
• Unit Memory Verse (MV) Handouts

Lessons 3, 7, and 8 also have sound effects available that will assist you in the lesson. To download your 
digital resources, look for the code on the back of the TRP cover sheet.
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Memory Mittens
If you choose to incorporate the Memory Work from the EXPANDED section, a memory 
tracking page for each student is included with the activity papers. A digital version 

 is also available for printing extra copies as needed.

Memory work will be tracked this quarter with memory mittens. Drape yarn or fishing 
line to create a clothesline on or near wall #4. For each student, cut out and hole-
punch the memory mitten (ap) before the first class of the quarter. During the first 
class, have students write their names on the mittens. Each week students will tie 
three-inch lengths of yarn or ribbon in the holes on their mittens after completing 
their memory work. Attach the mittens to the clothesline with mini clothespins.

Additional Bulletin Board Ideas
There’s SNOW Class like Our Class

Cover the entire board with blue paper. Paint the paper with glue. Before it dries, 
sprinkle with fake snow. After the glue is dry, attach the title to the middle of the 
board. Add pictures of students posing with winter sports gear, such as hockey 
sticks, snowboards, or snowshoes.

Faith Stars
Cover the entire board with black paper. Add a silver border. Attach several large 
silver stars, one for each faithful Bible character featured this quarter and one for 
each student. Print out or write the names of the Bible characters, along with Bible 
verse references of their stories. Attach the names and references to the center of the 
stars. Add students’ names to the remaining stars.

The Quest
Using the mountain shape  illustration as a guide, sketch a mountain shape on 
parchment paper. Use a permanent marker to fill in the sketch and write: Let the 
Adventure Begin. Attach to a board covered with black paper. Add a coordinating border. 
Cut small squares from parchment paper. On the squares, use a permanent black marker 
to write goals for your students to accomplish (e.g., pray daily, share the good news, 
stand strong in faith, and so on). Attach the squares around the center illustration.

Offering Method
Collect offering in a tall winter-themed coffee mug.

Volunteers 
Fill a winter beanie with slips of paper containing students’ names. Add a few for 
guests. Choose volunteers by pulling names out of the winter beanie. 

     Bible Quiz Option
Word Aflame is pleased to partner with UPCI Children’s Ministries to present a Junior Bible Quizzing activity as the last 
option for every lesson. The JBQ materials in the General Items of the digital resources  will permit you to study the 
material at your desired pace. 

JBQ’s theme for 2019–20 is Songs of the Shepherd, studying the Psalms of David. We will use the 288 selected JBQ 
verses through summer 2020, so do not feel the need to get through all of the verses this quarter.

• JBQ Verses  breaks down the 288 selected verses into nineteen sets. Start the quarter by sending students home 
with one set of verses. Each week, based on their comprehension of the material, choose whether to send home a 
new set of verses or tell students to study last week’s verses again. 

• The last option of each lesson describes a fun activity to help your students recall the material. Use the JBQ Quizzes 
 that correspond to the JBQ Verses  studied by your students. 
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Additional Ideas
Hang icicles from the ceiling three inches out from the wall. Icicle directions: Drape 
fishing line over newspaper and let hot glue run down the fishing line. Keep adding 
glue to make a hanging crystal effect. Before the glue dries, sprinkle with blue and 
silver glitter.

Rewards
Reward students with winter gear items such as mittens, beanies, scarves, socks, 
hand warmers, lip moisturizers, small bottles of dry skin lotion, specialty hot chocolate 
packs, sunglasses for snow glare, mini snowboard toys, and snow brick makers.

Craft Ideas
Snow Globe Balloons

 Use a funnel to fill an empty clear balloon with fake snow or shredded white paper. 
Inflate the balloon and tie it off. Cut two inches from the top of a disposable cup. Use 
packing tape to attach the tied-off section of the balloon to the bottom of the cup. 
Decorate the base of the cup with beads, craft jewels, and puff paint.

Snow Owls
For each snow owl, turn a white Styrofoam cup upside down. Glue white feathers on 
the sides and around the back half of the cup. Cut out two quarter-size yellow paper 
circles and glue to the cup as eyes. Glue smaller wiggle eyes to the yellow paper. 
Glue a black paper triangle as the beak. Use a permanent silver marker to draw 
squiggly lines on the front to make chest feathers.

Snack Ideas
• To small water bottles, attach labels that say: Melted Snow.

• Place powdered donut holes in plastic bags labeled: Snowballs.

• UTZ white cheddar snowballs

Service Project
Help students collect winter gear to share with people in need. Old Navy sells 
inexpensive scarves, gloves, and beanies.

Facebook
Join our Facebook group: Word Aflame Preteen Curriculum Teachers. Interact with 
editors and Sunday school teachers. Share tips and gather ideas. Post pictures of 
your class (with parental permission) and encourage others by posting what God is 
doing in your students’ lives.

IMPORTANT!
Always be aware of students’ food 
allergies.

SHARE IT!
Please share pictures and videos 
of your class in action. Upload your 
photos to our Facebook group: Word 
Aflame Preteen Curriculum Teachers. 
Spread the joy and inspire others.

Note: Before posting pictures of 
students, get parental permission 
using the student information form .
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Unit 1
Better Things

Unit Aim
Students will explain how God gave 
us better things through Jesus.

Unit Memory Verses
Hebrews 8:6–7

Scripture Text
Luke 1:26–38
Hebrews 1

Bible Lesson Verse
Hebrews 1:3

Bible Point
God became flesh to save us.

Life Application
I am thankful God came to save me.

December 1
2019

1
CORE SUPPLIES

Excite and Engage
Welcome: Christmas or worship soundtrack, offering container, attendance ski passes (ap) , a 

picture of each student, scissors, glue, markers, attendance star stickers (ap) , (Optional: 
laminate the passes, hole-punch the tops, and attach them to lanyards.)

Opening Activity: Activity papers (page 1), pencils, markers, suitcase, clothing and travel items

Relate and Receive
Bible Lesson: Bibles, rolls of paper towels and toilet tissue, aluminum foil, artificial flowers, ribbon, 

lace, timer

Apply and Act
Life Application: Cut out the spinner (trp) and attach the arrow to the center of the circle with a metal brad. 

New Birth poster (trp); individually-wrapped candies, stickers, or small prizes

Prayer and Call to Action: No supplies needed

Home Connection: For each student, copy the unit 1 HC calendar (trp)  and the lesson 1 HC 
devotion . Separate the activity paper covers (ap) to send home. Prepare student information 
forms  for parents to fill out as they drop off or pick up their children.

EXPANDED SUPPLIES
Worship and the Word

Worship: Suggested songs: “Revelation Song” by Kari Jobe, “King of the World” by Natalie Grant 

Memory Work: If you have not done so already, cut out and hole-punch a memory mitten (ap)  
for each student. Cut yarn or ribbon into 3-inch lengths for students to tie in one hole on their 
mittens. Use yarn or fishing line to create a clothesline for the mittens and hang them with mini 
clothespins.

Unit 1 MV poster (trp), angel costume (e.g., foil halo, wings, white sheet), Bibles

Reinforce and Review
Activity Paper: Activity papers (page 2), pencils

Option 1: On index cards, write several life plans (e.g., become a nurse, have two children, join a 
baseball team, receive a degree, become a bank manager, and so on). Hide the cards around the 
classroom.

Option 2: Each student will need a sheet of cardstock and markers. They may need to see the New Birth 
poster (trp) as well.

Option 3: Select and print one set of JBQ Verses  for students to take home. Research Junior Bible 
Quizzing at the website, www.najbq.com.

THE BETTER PLAN
God’s Better Plan for Mary
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 CORE (designed for a teaching period around 45 minutes)

EXCITE AND ENGAGE
Welcome

Welcome students with a soundtrack of Christmas carols or worship music and invite 
them to explore the classroom décor.

Help students cut out and individualize their attendance ski passes (ap) , by adding 
their names and pictures. Students can mark their first day of attendance on their 
passes by adding an attendance star (trp)  to the back of their passes. 

Select a volunteer to collect offering and lead everyone in saying the Bible point: God 
became flesh to save us.

Opening Activity: Planning for a Big Trip
Distribute activity papers, pencils, and markers. Imagine you are planning a trip 
anywhere in the world with a group of friends. Designate a time limit to complete the 
travel plans.

On the front page, students plan the trip by working individually or in groups. 
Students should mark locations on the map and complete travel itineraries. Will you 
need airplane tickets and rental cars? What type of weather can you expect? What 
items will you need for the trip? 

As students work, choose one student at a time to come to the front and add an item 
of clothing or a travel item to the suitcase. To signify the end of the session, close 
the suitcase.

How would you feel if—after all this hard work—your trip was completely changed 
by God? What if He said you had to wait thirty years before you could leave? Ask 
students to write their thoughts in the area provided on the activity papers.

Read I Corinthians 2:7–8 (in both KJV and NLT). Over hundreds of years, God made 
plans for the Messiah to come. He wanted things to happen a certain way. He kept 
His ideas a mystery because He did not want anyone to change the plan.

I Corinthians 2:7–8 (KJV)
7But we speak the wisdom of God in 
a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, 
which God ordained before the world 
unto our glory: 8Which none of the 
princes of this world knew: for had 
they known it, they would not have 
crucified the Lord of glory.

I Corinthians 2:7–8 (NLT)
7No, the wisdom we speak of is the 
mystery of God—his plan that was 
previously hidden, even though he 
made it for our ultimate glory before 
the world began. 8But the rulers of 
this world have not understood it; 
if they had, they would not have 
crucified our glorious Lord.

     Teacher Devotional
Read Hebrews 1. Prayerfully consider what this passage says:

About God
As the creator of the universe, the almighty God could have been exempt from facing the pain and 
suffering that life can bring. Even so, He chose to manifest in the flesh and then subjected Himself to 
the human experience. His love and desire for our salvation was His motivation.

To You as a Teacher
We should approach each day with a thankful spirit, knowing that the God of all creation came to save 
each of us individually. Our actions and words should reflect a constant rejoicing in this knowledge. Daily 
displays of thanksgiving are in order toward the King of kings.

To Your Students
God’s presence, manifested in the human body of Jesus Christ, changed our world forever. He brought a 
better plan, opening the door for us to experience freedom from sin and have a joyful, Spirit-filled life. As you 
study and prepare, imagine yourself offering students the brightest, most valuable gift of all time. It is their 
opportunity for blessings today and eternal life forever.
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• Who was this promised Messiah? Jesus, God manifest in human flesh

As the time that led to the New Testament unfolded, people seemed to have 
forgotten about God’s plan for a Messiah. Maybe they had lost hope during the long 
years of waiting. In this lesson and the next few lessons, we will explore how God 
provided a better plan for all the people of the world.

RELATE AND RECEIVE
Access Prior Experience: Ask students to share about a time when plans were 
changed, and they had to try something new. Were you afraid? What was the 
outcome? Were you glad you tried the new plan?

Bible Lesson: God’s Better Plan for Mary (Luke 1:26–38)
Choose a volunteer to read Luke 1:26–27 (margin). Mary was planning a very special 
event. She was engaged to marry Joseph. Planning a wedding involves many details. 
While recognizing that planning a wedding in Mary’s day was certainly different, discuss 
the emotions involved with choosing the dress, flowers, finding a venue, locating a 
caterer, and so on. Talk about the emotions involved in such a life-changing event. 

Form two teams (boys and girls). Have each team select one student to stand in the 
middle to be “dressed.” 

• Have the boy team create angel attire using paper towels and a halo of twisted 
aluminum foil. 

• Have the girl team prepare a bride outfit with toilet tissue, artificial flowers, 
ribbon, and lace. 

Set a timer. When time is up, tell the bride to show off her costume. Wow, what a 
beautiful dress! I imagine you are very excited about your wedding day. All of your 
family will be there to celebrate your special occasion. It will be such a big day for you.

Have the angel walk over and whisper in your ear. Really? Look sad; then say to 
the bride: Oh no! I am sorry to tell you, but plans have changed. There will be no 
wedding. The angel says God has another plan. The bride will have a baby instead. 
She will carry the Messiah, the Savior of all the world. Have students remove their 
costumes and return to their seats.

Read Luke 1:30–31 (margin). Ask students to shout the baby’s name, “Jesus!”

The angel only gave a few details about why Mary had been chosen and what would 
happen. It was not the normal way of doing things, so it must have been hard to 
understand why God would ask Mary to have a baby when she was not yet married.

In New Testament times, it was considered shameful for a woman to have a baby 
before she was married. Mary must have been worried about her life being ruined. 
What would people think? How would they treat her when they saw her in town? 
What would Joseph think?

Ask a volunteer to read Luke 1:32–33 (margin). Explain how the angel’s words 
described the promised Messiah. This baby would fulfill God’s plan to save the 
whole world from their sins. His kingdom would never end.

Mary’s dreams of a beautiful wedding must have faded as she began to imagine the 
joy of bringing forth the promise and plan God had given many years before.

Bible Lesson Verse
“Who being the brightness of his 
glory, and the express image of his 
person, and upholding all things by 
the word of his power, when he had 
by himself purged our sins, sat down 
on the right hand of the Majesty on 
high” (Hebrews 1:3).

Luke 1:26–27
26And in the sixth month the angel 
Gabriel was sent from God unto a city 
of Galilee, named Nazareth, 27to a 
virgin espoused to a man whose name 
was Joseph, of the house of David; 
and the virgin’s name was Mary. 

Luke 1:30–31
30And the angel said unto her, Fear 
not, Mary: for thou hast found favour 
with God. 31And, behold, thou shalt 
conceive in thy womb, and bring forth 
a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. 

Luke 1:32–33
32He shall be great, and shall be 
called the Son of the Highest: and 
the Lord God shall give unto him the 
throne of his father David: 33and he 
shall reign over the house of Jacob 
for ever; and of his kingdom there 
shall be no end.
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Ask a volunteer to read Luke 1:36–38 (margin). The angel assured Mary of God’s plan 
by sharing the news that her cousin, Elizabeth, was also pregnant. Elizabeth and her 
husband had never been able to have children. She was way past childbearing years, 
but God had provided a miracle baby to them as well.

When Mary traveled to visit Elizabeth, the baby inside Elizabeth leapt for joy. 
Elizabeth felt the power of the Holy Spirit and blessed Mary with encouragement and 
God’s promises. This was God’s way of letting Mary know the angel’s message was 
true and would certainly come to pass. Mary was no longer afraid to fulfill what God 
had called her to do. She trusted that God would take care of her and protect her.

APPLY AND ACT
Life Application: I am thankful God came to save me.

We all make plans. After church today I plan to _____________. Your family is 
probably making plans for your Christmas celebration.

Discuss how God made the best plan of all when He sent Jesus into the world to save us 
from sin. Review the New Birth poster (trp). Our new birth is the first step to every other 
plan God has for us. He wants us to repent, be baptized in His name, and be filled with 
His Holy Spirit. He wants us to live a holy life and prepare to live with Him forever.

Gather students around a table with the assembled spinner (trp) in the middle. Why 
are you thankful God came to save you? Give each student a turn to spin. 

• If the spinner lands on a number, the student who spun uses that number to 
count around the table to the right until she reaches the student at that number. 
For example, if the spinner lands on three, she will count her neighbor on her right 
as one, then the person after that as two, finishing at the third person. The third 
student will then be asked to share a reason he is thankful God came to save him. 

• If the spinner lands on a star, the student who spun receives a prize. 

Play until all students have a chance to share a reason they are thankful for God’s 
saving power.

Prayer and Call to Action
When God became flesh to save us, He was fully God and totally human. He experienced 
the same feelings we feel today. He understands our happiness, our disappointment, 
our pain, and our temptation. Even though He never sinned, He felt the heaviness of sin. 
He provided a better plan to save us from sin.

Lead students in a prayer of thanksgiving for God’s faithfulness. Thank Him for 
providing exactly what we need.

Home Connection
• For each student, send home a copy of the unit 1 HC calendar (trp)  and the 

lesson 1 HC devotion , or show parents the URL on the back of the activity 
paper so they can download it themselves.

• Send home the cover of the activity paper, showing parents how the back 
contains the MV posters for the entire quarter. Encourage them to post it in a 
visible place, like the fridge. 

• Use the student information form  to get contact information from parents. This 
will be used to establish a home connection throughout the quarter.

Luke 1:36–38
36And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, 
she hath also conceived a son in her 
old age: and this is the sixth month 
with her, who was called barren. 
37For with God nothing shall be 
impossible. 38And Mary said, Behold 
the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto 
me according to thy word. And the 
angel departed from her.
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 EXPANDED (designed for a teaching period over 45 minutes)

WORSHIP AND THE WORD
Worship

Discuss the importance of surrendering to God’s plan. He is the King of kings, and He 
knows the best plans for our lives. Ask students to worship Him as they listen to the 
words. Suggested songs include:

• “Revelation Song” by Kari Jobi

• “King of the World” by Natalie Grant

Memory Work: Hebrews 8:6–7
Dress as an angel for this segment. Remind students of the angel delivering news 
about the birth of Jesus to Mary. 

Using the unit 1 MV poster (trp), dramatically read Hebrews 8:6–7 as if you are 
announcing good news. For clarification, read the NLT version (margin) and discuss 
the meaning of the passage. 

Explain how the verses relate to the better plan. Old Testament law provided only 
a temporary forgiveness of sin. In the New Testament, God set up a better plan, 
through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. In the New Covenant, a person’s 
sins can be completely erased.

Practice the verses several times with different students acting as the angel 
delivering the message.

Distribute memory mittens (ap) . Students color them and write their names on 
them. Let them tie their first fringe in the unit 1 section. Collect the mittens so you 
can hang them on the clothesline.

Unit 1 Memory Verses
“But now hath he obtained a more 
excellent ministry, by how much 
also he is the mediator of a better 
covenant, which was established 
upon better promises. For if that first 
covenant had been faultless, then 
should no place have been sought 
for the second” (Hebrews 8:6–7).

Hebrews 8:6–7 (NLT)
6But now Jesus, our High Priest, 
has been given a ministry that is far 
superior to the old priesthood, for he 
is the one who mediates for us a far 
better covenant with God, based on 
better promises. 7If the first covenant 
had been faultless, there would have 
been no need for a second covenant 
to replace it. 
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REINFORCE AND REVIEW
Activity Paper

On the back of the activity papers, students fill in the blanks to complete the 
statements. Once finished, students write the circled letters in the blanks below to 
reveal the word that means “God’s plan to come in flesh as the Messiah.” 

In addition to the plans they have already made for this week, challenge students to 
seek to know God’s plan for this week as well.

Option 1: God’s Plans—the Best
Have students search the room for the prepared cards containing different life plans 
(e.g., become a nurse, have two children, join a baseball team, receive a degree, 
become a bank manager, and so on). 

One at a time, let students share the card they found. Discuss the merits of each plan. 

• How might God have a better plan? Instead of just joining a baseball team, God 
might ask the person to lead a Bible club. God’s plan might include raising foster 
children instead of having two biological children. 

Ask students to describe the benefits of following God’s plans and the blessings 
people incur when they stay in God’s will.

Option 2: God’s New Birth Plan
Give each student a sheet of cardstock and markers. Have them draw four pictures 
(without words) illustrating God’s new-birth plan. Let them refer to the New Birth 
poster (trp). Let students share their art and explain their pictures.

Display the pictures around the New Birth poster (trp).

Option 3: JBQ Introduction
Introduce the concept of Junior Bible Quizzing. Hand out one set of JBQ Verses . 
Explain that each week, a fun activity will help students review the material. 

Option: If you have some JBQ games for the upcoming quarter prepared, show 
students some activities they will be playing. 

Answers for AP
sin, forgotten, secret, Savior, 
favored, plan, married, trust, 
Gabriel, holy, confirmation
Secret word: Incarnation

See page 6 for more information on 
the JBQ option. 

PT Wnt20 TM.indd   13 7/8/19   9:48 AM




