
2WTCBE-2019.indd   1 27/8/19   11:31 pm



Two Ways to Live: The choice we all face
© Matthias Media 2003

All rights reserved. Except as may be permitted by the Copyright Act, 
no part of this publication may be reproduced in any form or by any 

means without prior permission from the publisher.

Matthias Media
(St Matthias Press Ltd ACN 067 558 365)

Email: info@matthiasmedia.com.au
Internet: www.matthiasmedia.com.au

Please visit our website for current postal and telephone  
contact information.

Matthias Media (USA)
Email: sales@matthiasmedia.com

Internet: www.matthiasmedia.com
Please visit our website for current postal and telephone  

contact information.

Scripture taken from the Holy Bible, NEW INTERNATIONAL 
VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.  

All rights reserved worldwide. Used by permission.

ISBN 978 1 921068 77 5

Design and typesetting by 
Graham Clarke of Made by Design.

Two ways to live
The choice we all face

Phillip D Jensen and Tony Payne

SYDNEY • YOUNGSTOWN

2WTCBE-2019.indd   2 27/8/19   11:31 pm



The message at the heart of 
Christianity is really quite 

simple—simple enough to be 
outlined in a few pages. It 
is a message from the Bible 

about God and his son, Jesus. 
It is about life and death, and 
the choice that we all face. 

And it all starts with a loving 
creator God…
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1  God is the loving ruler of the world.

He made the world.

He made us rulers of the world 
under him. 

You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive 
glory and honour and power, for you created 
all things, and by your will they were created 
and have their being.
 Revelation chapter 4, verse 11

But is that the way it is now?
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t he first point of the Christian 
message is that God is in charge of 

the world. He is the ruler, the supreme 
president, the king. Unlike human 
rulers, however, God always does what 
is best for his subjects. He is the kind 
of king you’d like to be ruled by. 
 God rules the world because he made 
the world. Like a potter with his clay, 
God fashioned the world into just the 
shape he wished, with all its amazing 
details. He made it, and he owns it. 
 He also made us. God created 
people who were something like 
himself, and put them in charge of 
the world—to rule it, to care for 
it, to be responsible for it, and to 
enjoy all its beauty and goodness. 
He appointed humanity to supervise 
and look after the world, but always 
under his own authority, honouring 
him and obeying his directions. 
 You can see this represented in the 
illustration above: God is the ruler 
(the crown) and humanity is created 
to live in and rule God’s world under 
God’s loving authority. 

It all sounds rather ideal—God in heaven, 
people ruling the world according to his 
directions, and everything right with the 
world. But everything is very obviously 
not right—with us or the world.
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We all reject the ruler—God—by 
trying to run life our own way 
without him.

But we fail to rule ourselves or 
society or the world.

2

There is no-one righteous, not even one; there 
is no-one who understands, no-one who 
seeks God. All have turned away.
 Romans chapter 3, verses 10-12

What will God do about this rebellion?
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t he sad truth is that, from the 
very beginning, men and women 

everywhere have rejected God by 
doing things their own way. We all do 
this. We don’t like someone telling us 
what to do or how to live—least of all 
God—and so we rebel against him in 
lots of different ways. We ignore him 
and just get on with our own lives; or 
we disobey his instructions for living 
in his world; or we shake our puny 
fists in his face and tell him to get lost. 
 How ever we do it, we are all rebels, 
because we don’t live God’s way. We 
prefer to follow our own desires, and to 
run things our own way, without God. 
This rebellious, self-sufficient attitude is 
what the Bible calls ‘sin’. 
 The trouble is, in rejecting God 
we make a mess not only of our 
own lives, but of our society and 
the world. The whole world is full 
of people bent on doing what suits 
them, and not following God’s ways. 
We all act like little gods, with our 
own crowns, competing with one 
another. The result is misery. The 
suffering and injustice that we see 
around us all go back to our basic 
rebellion against God. 

By rebelling against God, we’ve made a 
terrible mess of things. The question 
is: what will God do about it?
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