
DOROTHEA’S DINOSAUR 
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I hope you like my new pattern. If you have made the elephant or unicorn you should find this one easy. 
It started off as a dinosaur, but, with the addition of wings became a dragon as well! The back plates 
are made of fabric rather than felt, so it is washable (and chewable!), so suitable for even the smallest 
child, though you might want to replace button eyes with embroidered eyes for a baby. 

You can make it all in one colour, or mix and match with contrasting underbody, back plates, whole wings 
or just wing fronts or backs! Good luck and have fun! 

 

INSTRUCTIONS 

You will need: 
Fabric for single colour: 40cm wide x 20cm long (see diagram). 
Fabric for multi-coloured: Main body pieces 25cm x 25cm  

Under body pieces 14cm x16cm  
8 small scraps of contrasting fabric(s) (for the spine plates)  
Dragon only - 14cm x13cm Extra fabric for wings 

Matching thread 
2 small eyes or buttons 
Heavy duty (upholstery/button) thread to sew on eyes 
Hollow fibre filling.  
 
If using a patterned fabric, place the pieces carefully to achieve special effects or to match 
decoration on both sides or to pattern match. You may need a larger piece of fabric to match larger 
patterns. 

With the exception of eyes and closing up after stuffing, all sewing is done by machine, using a 
small stitch length. Seam allowances are just under 1/4 inch (0.6 cm). Start and finish seams with 
a few reverse stitches. 

Completed dinosaur is approximately 4½ inches (11.5 cm) tall.  

1. SPINE PLATES 

With right sides together, fold the plates in half and sew along the long edge. Trim the 
top corner close to the stitching. 

Turn right side out. 

Use something pointed, like a 
knitting needle, to push out the 
top corner. 

 

FOR DRAGON:  Put a little stuffing in each spine plate and go to STEP 4 - WINGS 

DINOSAUR 

Pin six of the spine plates to the right body piece, on the right side of the 
fabric, along the dinosaur’s back, in line with the top edge, 
overlapping them slightly. Pin one of the two 
remaining plates at each end slightly 
proud of the edge of the body 
piece. This will create a smaller 
spine at each end when 
finished (see diagram). 

Machine tack just inside seam 
line. Trim plates back to the 
edge of right body.  

Hint: For such a small piece, it is difficult to start and 
end stitching with reverse stitching to secure. 
Instead, stitch the full length twice by stitching 
(forwards) from wide end to point, keep needle in the 
fabric, raise sewing foot, turn the fabric, drop the 
foot, and stitch back over first line of stitching 
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DINOSAUR OR DRAGON 

2. UNDER BODY 

 

Clip the front corner of the under body pieces, just 
inside the seam allowance.  

 

 

With right sides together, pin/tack and stitch under 
body pieces to body pieces, between A and B, 
leaving the top ¼ inch unstiched at each end of 
stitching and easing to fit at the clipped corner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With right sides together, stitch underbody pieces 
together, takingcare not to catch the body pieces. 
Leave open between marks for turning and 
stuffing.  

 

3. BODY 
 
Join body pieces right sides together from A to 

B. 

Clip curves and trim corners 

 

 

 

 

 

Turn right side out through gap in underbody and 
stuff firmly.  

Hand stitch the under body seam closed. 

Attatch eyes with button thread. 
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DRAGON WINGS  
(Note: in the picture tops are red, undersides green, each cut from fabric 14cm x 6.5cm) 

           

           

           

           

 
   

 
      

           

           

           

           

           

4. WINGS 

With right sides together, sew the wing backs to fronts 
leaving tops open  

Clip corners, trim curves and turn right sides out. 

Stuff the wings sparsely.  You can use a piece of thin 
wadding or felt.  

Machine ‘quilt’ the wings as shown.  

 

With wing fronts facing each other, machine baste both wings together along straight top edge 
(this ensures the wings match up when finished). 

Pin the wings and six of the spine plates to the right body 
piece, on the right side of the fabric, along the dragon’s 
back, in line with the top edge, spacing them out from 
head to tail, with the wings in the middle. Pin one of the 

two remaining plates at each end slightly proud of the edge 
of the body piece. This will create a smaller spine at each end 
when finished (see dinosaur for detailed diagram).  

Machine tack just inside seam line. Trim plates back to the edge 
of right body. 

Go to STEP 2 - UNDER BODY 
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