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Around day 3-4, your tattoo will start to peel dead skin, similar 
to a sunburn peel. This skin will peel of in the colors of your 
tattoo, the is perfectly normal and not the ink coming out of 
the skin. While washing the tattoo, you may notice a lot of the 
skin start to come off at once. It is okay to help this along as 
your washing, as long as it doesn’t hurt to do. Any scabs on 
your tattoo should be left alone to fall off on there own. If your 
tattoo is itchy it is important not to scratch it. Instead lightlt pat tattoo is itchy it is important not to scratch it. Instead lightlt pat 
the area.

If for any reason your tattoo becomes stuck dry to your 
clothes or sheets during the healing process it is important not 
to yank the cloth from the tattoo. Instead wet the cloth and 
gently lift it from the tattoo.

While the majority of the tattoo healing is completed in the 
first two weeks, it takes four weeks for the tattoo to be fully 
healed. For tattoos that experience a rough heal 
(experiencing scabbing, allergic reaction or infection) it may 
take a bit longer then usual. For the first two weeks it is 
important to avoid submerging the tattoo in water such as a 
bath, pool, lake, and ocean. It is also best to avoid working 
out, activities that cause excessive sweating, clothing that is out, activities that cause excessive sweating, clothing that is 
tight or rubs the tattoo area and having the tattoo in direct 
sunlight for the first two weeks.

After your tattoo is healed, it is best to continue to regularly 
lotion your kin, and wear sunscreen over your tattoo when 
your tattoo is exposed to the sun to help your tattoo last as 
long as possible.

There are no silly questions! If you have any questions about 
your healing process, please feel free to contact your artist 
directly or give us a call at our shop at (212) 253-2775.

Traditional Aftercare: 
When your tattoo is complete, your artist will wrap your 
tattoo with saran wrap or another bandage type. It is best 
to leave this on for around 3 hours. 

When taking oWhen taking off your wrap, and whenever washing your 
tattoo, it is important to do with clean hands and in a clean 
environment in order to avoid infection. Wash the tattoo 
with luke warm water and an antibacterial hand soap, we 
recommend Dial handsoap. It’s best to avoid hot water as 
your skin is extra sensitive and feels similar to a sunburn 
during the healing process. Whenever washing your tattoo 
in the showein the shower, make sure it’s the last thing you wash in 
order to wash away any other soaps that may have gotten 
on the tattoo.

After washing your tattoo, pat and let dry. Then apply a 
very thin layer of ointment such as Bacitracin or A&D 
Ointment and rub it in. It is very imporant to use this 
minimally as too much ointment can sufficate your tattoo 
and cause excessive oozing or scabbing. 

For the first night you can re-wrap your tattoo in saran For the first night you can re-wrap your tattoo in saran 
wrap, as long as you cleanse the tattoo and apply the 
ointment immediately before wrapping it at night, and 
washing again and applying the ointment as soon as you 
remove it in the morning. 

For the first two days, wash your tattoo often.For the first two days, wash your tattoo often. At least 
three times a day, morning, mid-day and evening. It does 
not hurt to wash it more, and wash it immediately if it 
becomes dirty for any reason. Apply thin layers of the 
ointment after washing and throughout the day as needed. 
When your tattoo starts to feel dry or tight, apply more 
ointment.

On the third daOn the third day, switch to a NON-SCENTED hand lotion 
such as Aveeno or Lubriderm. If the lotion burns when you 
apply it, you can extend using the ointment for one more 
day in place of the lotion. 

Continue washing the tattoo with the antibacterial hand Continue washing the tattoo with the antibacterial hand 
soap 2-3 times a day, and using the non-scented hand 
lotion as needed for the next two weeks. You can apply the 
lotion as much as you like without having to worry about 
putting too much on. 


