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These can also be called riddle stories. They introduce children to a lot of 
information about various animals, provide a background for later animal 
classification work and provide a fun way to practice reading and thinking skills. 
They are also great for initiating discussion or inspiring further research.
Activity 1
 The simplest activity is to match the animal picture with the name of the 
animal. This is a good opportunity to introduce children to animals they are not 
that familiar with. This material can be used over and over. A few animals can be 
introduced each week over the course of the year.
Activity 2
 After laying out all the photographs an adult can read the description from 
one text card. The child can guess which animal is being described.
Activity 3
 The student can read the text cards and match them to the appropriate 
photo individually.
Activity 4
 The child can draw pictures and write their own little story about the same or 
about different animals.
Activity 5
 Animal magazines can be cut up to make cards, booklets and charts.
Activity 6
 Research and make sets of cards of animals that live in the same continent. 
All seven continents can be done in this manner.

Riddle Stories
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toad

????
Although I am an amphibian like 

a frog, with no tail, my body is more 
stout and warty. I can secrete an 
irritating fluid through my skin that 
bothers the eyes and mouths of 
animals so they usually leave me 
alone. I am usually nocturnal and my 
call is a short trill. As a youngster I am 
a black tadpole.

Can you say my name?
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click beetle click beetle

ladybug ladybug

praying mantis praying mantis
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wasp wasp

bee bee

stink bug stink bug
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mayfly mayfly

mosquito mosquito

lacewing lacewing
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ant ant

fly fly

butterfly butterfly
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????
I am large, from 2 to 4 inches, 

and green or brown in color. I have 
a long body, a triangular head, 
and powerful front legs. I am a 
very skilled hunter, using tricks of 
camouflage and stillness to capture 
my prey. I have great eyesight and 
can rotate my head. My eyes can 
actually change color so I can see 
in the dark! I look like I am praying. 
Who am I?

????
I get my name for my ability to 

right myself if I find myself stuck on 
my back. A spine on the underside 
of my thorax fits into a groove on 
the underside of my abdomen. If I 
am upside-down, I arch my body 
and with a loud click, snap myself 
straight, launching into the air. I am 
a master of thanotosis or feigning 
death, tucking my antenna and legs 
close to my body and remaining still 
for a long time. Who am I?

????
I am a small spotted beetle. Some 

people call me the most valuable 
insect. I like to eat mealy bugs and 
aphids, which are terrible pests. 
I am a real friend to farmers and 
gardeners who can buy me by 
the thousands to let loose in their 
gardens and fields. Children like me 
and there is even a poem about 
me! 

Who am I?

Praying Mantis
I am large, from 2 to 4 inches, 

and green or brown in color. I have 
a long body, a triangular head, 
and powerful front legs. I am a 
very skilled hunter, using tricks of 
camouflage and stillness to capture 
my prey. I have great eyesight and 
can rotate my head. My eyes can 
actually change color so I can see 
in the dark! I look like I am praying. 

Click Beetle
I get my name for my ability to 

right myself if I find myself stuck on 
my back. A spine on the underside 
of my thorax fits into a groove on the 
underside of my abdomen. If I am 
upside-down, I arch my body and 
with a loud click, snap myself straight, 
launching into the air. I am a master 
of thanotosis or feigning death, 
tucking my antenna and legs close to 
my body and remaining still for a long 
time.

Ladybug
I am a small spotted beetle. Some 

people call me the most valuable 
insect. I like to eat mealy bugs and 
aphids, which are terrible pests. 
I am a real friend to farmers and 
gardeners who can buy me by 
the thousands to let loose in their 
gardens and fields. Children like me 
and there is even a poem about 
me! 
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????
OK, I admit it. I don’t smell very 

good. That’s why I have my name. 
The fluid I discharge not only smells 
bad but also tastes unpleasant. I 
dine on tree sap, fruit and vegetable 
juices and I’m sometimes known 
as the “shield bug” because of the 
flat, shield-like shapes on my back. 
I’m usually green or brown but 
sometimes come in bright red, yellow 
and black. Who am I?

????
Watch out because I sting! I am 

often confused with bees, but I’m 
not hairy and do not carry pollen. 
My nest is a single exposed comb 
suspended from a narrow stalk 
that can be found hanging or 
underground, depending on my 
species. During the winter, all of us 
abandon the nest except the queen 
who may overwinter there.

Who am I?

????
I live in a colony with many of 

my companions. This home, which 
you call a hive, is built of little cells. 
Each hive is ruled by a queen who 
directs the whole community. I 
nourish myself with the nectar of 
flowers. With this nectar, I make a 
special food for the winter which you 
probably like very much because it is 
so very sweet. 

Can you guess my name?

Stink Bug
OK, I admit it. I don’t smell very 

good. That’s why I have my name. 
The fluid I discharge not only smells 
bad but also tastes unpleasant. I 
dine on tree sap, fruit and vegetable 
juices and I’m sometimes known 
as the “shield bug” because of the 
flat, shield-like shapes on my back. 
I’m usually green or brown but 
sometimes come in bright red, yellow 
and black.

Wasp
Watch out because I sting! I am 

often confused with bees, but I’m 
not hairy and do not carry pollen. 
My nest is a single exposed comb 
suspended from a narrow stalk 
that can be found hanging or 
underground, depending on my 
species. During the winter, all of us 
abandon the nest except the queen 
who may overwinter there.

Bee
I live in a colony with many of my 

companions. This home, which you 
call a hive, is built of little cells. Each 
hive is ruled by a queen who directs 
the whole community. I nourish 
myself with the nectar of flowers. With 
this nectar, I make a special food 
for the winter which you probably 
like very much because it is so very 
sweet. 

© Montessori 123: Who am I Insects Zo49

Prepared exclusively for Montessori 123 Free Materials | info@montessori123.com



????
You might think I’m just a graceful 

elegant insect made to beautify a 
garden but I do more than that! I am 
an important predator, controlling 
pests like aphids. Before they get 
wings, larva use sharp jaws to hold 
an aphid while it sucks out the 
insides. We eat so many aphids we 
are sometimes called “aphid lions!” 

Who are we?

????
If you see what looks like an out-

of-season snowstorm you may be 
watching a “hatch” of me. Millions 
of us hatch at the same time and 
live only one to four days, just long 
enough to mate. We start life as 
underwater nymphs, before we 
become long-tailed adults. Fish love 
us and we are models for artificial 
flies that are used by fishermen. 

Who are we?

????
If you spend time in the outdoors, 

you know me! I live in most of the 
world and have an annoying high-
pitched buzz produced by my wings. 
If you don’t slap me, I will bite you, 
suck your blood and cause great 
itching. Only females bite and their 
saliva causes the itching. They use 
the blood to produce eggs which 
they lay in water like puddles, lakes 
and swamps. Who am I?

Lacewing
You might think I’m just a graceful 

elegant insect made to beautify a 
garden but I do more than that! I am 
an important predator, controlling 
pests like aphids. Before they get 
wings, larva use sharp jaws to hold 
an aphid while it sucks out the 
insides. We eat so many aphids we 
are sometimes called “aphid lions!”

Mayfly
If you see what looks like an out-

of-season snowstorm you may be 
watching a “hatch” of me. Millions 
of us hatch at the same time and 
live only one to four days, just long 
enough to mate. We start life as 
underwater nymphs, before we 
become long-tailed adults. Fish love 
us and we are models for artificial 
flies that are used by fishermen. 

Mosquito
If you spend time in the outdoors, 

you know me! I live in most of the 
world and have an annoying high-
pitched buzz produced by my wings. 
If you don’t slap me, I will bite you, 
suck your blood and cause great 
itching. Only females bite and their 
saliva causes the itching. They use 
the blood to produce eggs which 
they lay in water like puddles, lakes 
and swamps.

© Montessori 123

© Montessori 123: Who am I Insects Zo49

Prepared exclusively for Montessori 123 Free Materials | info@montessori123.com



Butterfly
I seem to live two lives. For a time 

I was a caterpillar eating leaves, 
flowers, fruits, and seeds. Then I 
built a little case called a cocoon. 
In the cocoon, I changed and I 
came out beautiful and with wings. 
Imagine my surprise when I broke 
out of my cocoon! I could fly! There 
are thousands of me, each with a 
special design and size and color.

Ant
I am the most plentiful insect on 

earth. I live and work with hundreds 
of my companions. We each have a 
special job to do. Our nest is called 
a colony or sometimes a hill, and we 
build them in many different places. 
Some of our hills are taller than you 
are. I am a hard worker but not very 
welcome at picnics!

Fly
Do I really have to introduce 

myself? I’m not such a nice fellow. 
When I emerge from my egg, I start 
out as a maggot, living on decaying 
things. When I become an adult 
with two wings, I fly around, often 
carrying germs with me. I really like 
spending time in your house, usually 
playing around your windows.

????
I seem to live two lives. For a time 

I was a caterpillar eating leaves, 
flowers, fruits, and seeds. Then I 
built a little case called a cocoon. 
In the cocoon, I changed and I 
came out beautiful and with wings. 
Imagine my surprise when I broke 
out of my cocoon! I could fly! There 
are thousands of me, each with a 
special design and size and color.

Do you know what I am called?

????
I am the most plentiful insect on 

earth. I live and work with hundreds 
of my companions. We each have a 
special job to do. Our nest is called 
a colony or sometimes a hill, and we 
build them in many different places. 
Some of our hills are taller than you 
are. I am a hard worker but not very 
welcome at picnics!

Do you know my name?

????
Do I really have to introduce 

myself? I’m not such a nice fellow. 
When I emerge from my egg, I start 
out as a maggot, living on decaying 
things. When I become an adult 
with two wings, I fly around, often 
carrying germs with me. I really like 
spending time in your house, usually 
playing around your windows.

What is my name?
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