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Not So Quiet Mouse

No so Quiet Mouse loves more than reading, the only problem is he reads very loudly.

From the author of Not so Scary Bear comes a tale of a mouse whose personality is sometimes too large for his 
friends. Not so Quiet Mouse celebrates the joy of reading and the enduring acceptance of true friendship.

Author:
Ruth Waters is the author/illustrator of Not So Scary Bear. Her collage illustrations are all handmade using 
acrylic, glue and a lot of mess. 

A note from the Author:
In 2018 my debut picture book Not So Scary Bear – about a bear and his friendship with a little mouse – was 
published.  I knew during the making process that this little mouse had a story of his own to tell. And, just like Not 
So Scary Bear, I knew it had to be a story about defying stereotypes, belonging and being yourself. 

Whilst the seeds of the story were beginning to grow in my head, I was also spending my days trying to control 
two noisy children - regularly telling them to “not jump on the furniture”, “sit still” and “be quiet”. But, equally, 
knowing that it was this confidence, enthusiasm and energy that made me so proud of them and often made 
me laugh out loud. And so, it was this experience which gradually gave me the core idea of Not So Quiet  
Mouse’s story. 

The Illustration process:
The process began with getting to know the key characters. I did this by creating a series of pencil sketches in 
various poses and settings. I then began to think about how the illustrations could complement and develop the 
text. At the same time, I had to be mindful of how the book should flow visually – such as having a page with a 
big illustration and lots of detail, followed by a ‘less busy’ page made up of four smaller illustrations. I then drew 
the final sketches for every page, making sure I left space for the text (this is called the storyboard). I found this 
stage of the process the trickiest andit took about 2-3 months to get it just right.

I then decided upon the colour palette for the entire book. I wanted it to be similar to Not So Scary Bear but with 
an extra splash of yellow to emphasize the exuberant nature of Not So Quiet Mouse. The next step was to create 
a pack of colouredpaper, using acrylic paint rolled 
on to a variety of textured paper, which I would 
later use to create all the illustrations.

Selling Points:
• Companion to Not so Scary Bear
• Great for young children
• Explores themes of friendship and acceptance
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