
Interview with the author
1. What was the inspiration for the story?
Writing a Christmas book has been a Bucket List addition 
of mine for many years. I’ve long collected Christmas 
books for my own kids and even now, as teenagers, they 
still receive a festive picture book in their stocking.

I love the tradition, celebration, togetherness and warmth 
that is Christmas, and I wanted this book to be about 
family and friendship, with the overarching idea that this 
special time of year brings people (or animals!) of all 
walks of life together. It’s a time of goodwill, for sure, but 
also a time to share and to be in touch with each other, 
making the world a much, much smaller place.

I wanted to showcase animals in their natural habitat, 
and feature modern elements in the story, to appeal to 

today’s kids. The animals not only connect via typical 
Christmassy traditions like Christmas cards, but also  
by Skype.

2. What was the most rewarding part of this project?
Working with Windy Hollow for the first time. The ease of 
creating the work, and the wonderful production values. 
I loved that our publisher entrusted Jess and I with the 
narrative and imagery, not to mention the added quirk.

3. What was the most challenging part of this project?
Jess and I have developed such a lovely rhythm and 
understanding of how our text and image tie together, 
there were really no ‘challenges’ per se. It’s fabulous to 
have that natural flow as a team, and to contribute ideas 
openly and happily.
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Interview with the illustrator
1.  What media did you use to create your illustrations? 

Can you briefly describe your process?
This book was created with watercolours and digital 
illustration—my two favourite mediums! I sketched out 
roughs and then sketched again onto lovely watercolour 
paper, and after painting and scanning, used the 
artworks kind of like chess pieces, moving them about 
in Photoshop, and adding shadows and extra effects 
like stars.

For this book, I wanted to create a feeling of family and 
nostalgia, while also representing the diversity of the 
landscapes and animals in the book. I tried to keep the 

palette really bright, and loved creating full scenes for 
each location, with some of the native flora represented.

2. What was the most rewarding part of this project?
I’ve always wanted to work on a Christmas book, and 
I loved being able to zip around countries and animal 
types every page. Kept my interest and vitality for the 
project so strong!

Tania and I have worked on several books before and we 
work together so easily. Cristina from Windy Hollow and 
I have also worked together for years on many different 
projects. It is a real pleasure to be able to work with 
people who know each other and easily collaborate. 



English
Read the story and have children choose a particular 
page they resonate with. Is it the particular animal they 
resonate with, or the tradition depicted on that page? Is 
it both?

Which Christmas traditions can children identify with in 
the pages of the book? Are they any traditions children 
don’t experience in their own homes?

Have children write a short story on the Christmas 
traditions they celebrate at home. Are there any unusual 
traditions?

Have them discuss what Christmas means. How does 
the meaning differ from child to child?

Discuss with children why some people don’t celebrate 
Christmas. It is by choice or belief? 

Explore other cultures and beliefs around the world 
and ask older children to research which festivals and 
holidays might ‘parallel’ Christmas in the West.

Why is Christmas a wonderful time to come together as 
friends and family? What can we do to make our friends 
and family feel special at Christmas?

Indicate the subtlety of the final page, showing how the 
animals ‘come together’ across the miles at the end 
of the book. Talk about how wonderful it is to share 
traditions with people from other countries and cultures.

Research various Christmas food traditions from around 
the world, and choose some new recipes to try, either in 

class, or have the kids bring in their own favourite festive 
recipes or treats.

Visual arts
Have children draw a picture showcasing the Christmas 
traditions they celebrate at home. 

Ask children to choose their own animal and then 
imagine how that animal might celebrate Christmas. Ask 
them to draw a scene.

Children can create their own Christmas decorations, 
inspired by the book. Perhaps they could incorporate 
elements that tie in with each animal, for example, koalas 
could make garlands from gum leaves.

Create a series of handmade Christmas cards using 
iconography from the various Christmas traditions 
around the world.

Drama
Students can role play various scenes from the book, 
taking on animal roles. 

Children can make their own paper puppets based on 
characters from the book, and act out a festive scene.

Music
Which Christmas carols do the children know? Do they 
sing carols at home? Have a singalong!

Older children can identify which carols may tie in to 
certain scenes in the book.

Activities

This project just really came together in a flash—I think 
we did the whole thing in four months which is very quick 
in picture book time! 

3. What was the most challenging part of this project?
The book follows the course of a day—from evening, to 

night, to a full day, to dusk— and building the gradients 
and moods for that changing kind of light is a tricky 
task. I don’t know if I quite made it, but it was lots of fun 
playing with stars and lit-up beehives, as well as sunny 
swimming pools and dusky sunsets.


