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Ivy Bird

Ivy wakes with the birds. She flutters, she flits... then takes flight into the endless blue of imaginative play—
foraging for nectar, pecking in the sunshine, splashing the day away. Introducing an aviary of beautiful birds to 
little ones, Ivy Bird is a celebration of nature, friendship, and the love and comfort found in feathering the nest.

A note from the Author:
Ivy Bird was one of those things that happen when you’re immersed in creative meanderings of a certain ilk—
and this time, it was my love of birds and my disdain for bird cages. I’d been reading a lot of books on birds, 
was illustrating them for a book and some maps I’d been working on, and was watching Jess Racklyeft create 
her 2018 aviary of beautiful bird images, when the manuscript popped into my mind. I love picture books that 
combine fact and fiction, and most of my past works are of this type. It’s wonderful to be able to enchant children 
with a narrative, but (very surreptitiously!) enlighten them, too. The result was a simple narrative about a little 
girl and the birdlike way she moves through a single day. The parallel narrative of a pet canary and a discarded 
bird cage at the end of the story, adds edge and meaning to the story, and the bird facts page at the end offer 
a birdseed scattering of information little ones will love. I’m all about drawing children to nature, and I’m hoping 
Ivy Bird and its beautiful, evocative illustrations, will see little ones rushing into the garden each day, peering in 
bushes and into branches on high, on the hunt for a cheep, cackle or twitter.

A note from the Illustrator:
This book was very special to me for several reasons. First of all - with a daughter called Ivy who is obsessed 
with all animals, I loved thinking about the way she moved through the world in such a whirlwind, and tried to 
capture this feeling in my simple line illustrations. Secondly, I spent 2018 focusing on many bird related projects, 
and did an exhibition of 60 bird artworks late in the year - birds seemed to be on my mind! I loved being immersed 
in them in this book. Thirdly, with every book I try and experiment with media and technique, and felt like I really 
stepped outside my normal processes to create the look and feel for this one. Normally I work with watercolours 
and digitally, but for this I collaged acrylic, paper and pattern to make a really bright and contemporary mix of 
colours and textures. I feel really happy with the result, and the look is quite different from my previous titles.

Selling Points:
• Great read aloud for young children
• Early introduction to learning about different types of birds
• Cleverly combines fiction and non fiction
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