
The Inspiration Behind The Story
“Beauty” was inspired by a real and magnificent 

Beauty Leaf Tree that lives in our backyard 

in suburban Darwin. Our tree, as in the story, 

is home to many creatures and is the reason 

we are awoken by birdsong each morning and 

shaded from the tropical sun in the heat of the 

day.

Observation of the abundance of life in and 

around our tree led me to read David George 

Haskells’ “The Songs of Trees” and I began to 

consider the role of trees as pivotal connectors 

in the network of nature. In creating “Beauty” 

I hoped to illustrate and illuminate the impor-

tance of trees in our environment and the con-

nections existing between plants, animals, soils, 

even the air we breathe.

In the story, Mrs Lee’s objections to the Beauty 

Leaf tree’s ‘mess’ isolates her not only from the 

tree’s positive qualities but also positive connec-

tion with her neighbours. I wanted “Beauty” to 

celebrate the importance of human connectivity 

and community in addition to our connectivity 

with the network of nature.

In researching “Beauty” I enjoyed many trips 

to the George Brown Darwin Botanic Gardens 

in Darwin and many hours sketching and con-

templating our backyard Beauty Leaf Tree. The 

illustrations for “Beauty” were created with wa-

tercolour on paper (at times using some very 

tiny brushes!)

Teachers’ notes By Sandra Kendell

Before Reading 
Take a look at the cover and predict what the story 

might be about?

What might the title Beauty relate to?

What hints do you get from the endpapers as to what 

the story may be about?

BEAUTY 

Activities
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Art 
Can you find a way to represent the various 

animals and plants and how they relate to 

each other? 

Sandra has used the image of a tree to show 

some of the relationships. 

What other ways could you draw some of the 

relationships between the various plants and 

animals? 

Can you make some charts for your class-

room of the symbiotic relationships found in 

the book?

What is Mrs Lee missing out on by not 

accepting the tree?

What have you learnt about symbiotic relation-

ships?

Can you think of some other symbiotic rela-

tionships in nature?

Explore other symbiotic relationships.

Can you make a list of all the animals and 

plants found in this book?

Writing 
Sandra uses a mixture of fiction and non-fic-

tion to get her information across. Why do 

you think she does this?

Explore this writing technique in your own writ-

ing to get across factual information in a fun 

and engaging way.

The main character in this book uses letters 

to change Mrs Lee’s mind about the Beauty 

Leaf Tree. Think about an issue that is import-

ant to you. Who could you write a letter to in 

an attempt to try and convince them to take 

action or enact change? As a class write let-

ters to a chosen organisation or government 

department etc. asking for action or change.

What are some other ways of persuading peo-

ple to make change or take action?

After Reading 
What do you think are the main themes to come out of this book?

Thinking about the title again, Beauty is the name of the tree but what else can that name be 

applied to in the book?

Why do you think Mrs Lee is so against the tree?
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