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Chicago Jazz Philharmonic releases its latest recording “The Chicago River” an 
Audio CD/DVD project based on the photobook by Richard Cahan & Michael Williams  

The Lost Panoramas: When Chicago Changed Its River and the Land Beyond 
 

 
JUNE 14, 2019 – CHICAGO, ILLINOIS:  Chicago Jazz Philharmonic’s “The Chicago River,” was first 
commissioned by the Symphony Center Presents Jazz Series and premiered as part of the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra’s Rivers Festival in 2013. Composed by Co-Founder and Artistic Director, 
Orbert Davis, this is the second full-orchestra release for Chicago Jazz Philharmonic and the final of its 
‘Trilogy Recordings Project,’ including “Sketches of Spain” (2014) and “Havana Blue” (2016).  
 
“The Chicago River” recording is a five-movement suite which Davis considers quintessential ‘Third 
Stream,’ the blending of classical and jazz. Davis’ use of orchestral tapestries, coexisting within soulful 
improvisation, covers a multitude of moods, emotions and character. The DVD cinemagraph features 
historic glass plate images from the photobook by Richard Cahan and Michael Williams, The Lost 
Panoramas: When Chicago Changed Its River and the Land Beyond.  Brought to life by Davis’ works, 
the moving images transport the viewer back in time during the turn of the 19th Century, when Chicago 
reversed the direction of its river. 
 
The reversal of the flow of the Chicago River is one of the greatest engineering feats ever undertaken, 
and greatly improved the city of Chicago’s sanitation and public health while also having less positive 
consequences on the natural environment and cultural landscape for other parts of the region. “Tourism 
and commercial development along Chicago’s riverfront are at an all-time high,” added Birdie Soti, 
CJP’s Executive Director. “Our hope is that this release will inspire conversations for both Chicagoans 
and visitors enjoying the Riverwalk, and that it also inspires conversations with our neighbors across 
the region who were also affected by the river’s reversal.” 
  
Davis was captured by the notion that the river’s geography didn’t change, but everything around it did. 
“When you look at the river, you see the water and the river itself, but even more so we see the 
reflections in the river that change over time. I make musical connections to the aspect of reflecting," 
says Davis. 
 
Produced by Orbert Davis and Mark Ingram for Orbark Productions, “The Chicago River” is slated for 
release Monday, June 17th on 3SixteenRecords. The CD/DVD will be available at 316sixteenstore.com 
and through all major digital distributors. 
 
 
 
ABOUT ORBERT DAVIS 
Emmy-Award winning trumpeter, composer and educator Orbert Davis is co-founder, conductor and artistic director 
of Chicago Jazz Philharmonic (CJP), a 55+ piece symphonic jazz orchestra dedicated to bringing together 
audiences of diverse backgrounds through multi-genre projects. Over the past 30 years, Mr. Davis’ mission-driven 
career has evolved successfully as a leader in Chicago’s arts and culture community. He is widely respected in not 
only all things JAZZ, but also for the distinctive ability to use his musical talents to make positive impacts on society 
through arts education and advocacy.   In addition to the music education work that CJP does, Davis also co-owns  
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and operates Discover Music: Discover Life, Inc. a company that develops curriculum and implements programs 
that uses music to teach academic and life skills. 
 
Orbert has many composer commissions to his credit, including an original score for the national PBS documentary 
"DuSable to Obama: Chicago's Black Metropolis" produced by WTTW, where Orbert garnered his Emmy-Award 
for its soundtrack. His latest CD release, “Paradise Blue,” composed for the critically acclaimed theatre play of the 
same name, garnered him a 2017 JEFF Award for ‘Best Original Music’ in a theatre performance.   
 
Orbert recently celebrated his 400th show as radio personality and host of "The Real Deal with Orbert Davis", a 
weekly 3-hour program airing on 90.9fm WDCB (also streaming live online at wdcb.org). It’s no wonder Downbeat 
Magazine dubbed him "Orbert, Inc." in a four-page feature story, lauding a long career of note-worthy 
accomplishments. 
 
Mr. Orbert Davis has a Bachelor’s degree in trumpet performance from DePaul University, a Master’s degree in 
Jazz Pedagogy from Northwestern University, and an Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters from Governors State 
University. He is a former associate professor at the University of Illinois at Chicago and artist-in-residence at 
Columbia College Chicago. He lives in Chicago with his wife Lisa, their two daughters, Zoe and Sydney, and sons, 
Orbert and Benjamin. 
 
 
 
ABOUT RICHARD CAHAN AND MICHAEL WILLIAMS 
(AUTHORS, “The Lost Panoramas: When Chicago Changed Its River and the Land Beyond”) 
Richard Cahan and Michael Williams, authors of The Lost Panoramas are photo historians. They have teamed up 
to produce more than twelve award-winning books. Most are based on long-lost archives or photographic 
collections. Called “The eloquent archival sleuthing duo” by Booklist Magazine, Cahan and Williams have written 
about photography art and history. They are currently at work on a book about the civil rights movement. They 
also own CityFiles Press, a small publishing company that strives to present meaningful projects that have 
emotional and artistic impact. www.cityfilespress.com  
 
 
 
ABOUT CHICAGO JAZZ PHILHARMONIC 
Founded in 2004 by Orbert Davis and Mark Ingram as America’s definitive “Third Stream” orchestra, Chicago 
Jazz Philharmonic provides rich, accessible, multi-cultural music experiences that bridge gaps in jazz and 
classical genres. The CJP performs works from the standard jazz big band to the classical symphony, while 
creating a “new aesthetic” in cross-genre collaborations. The organization also provides music education through 
Jazz Alive, a weekly music and band education program for Chicago Public School students, and the Summer 
Jazz Academy, a two-week immersion program in music theory and practice. Chicago Jazz Philharmonic 
performances entertain and inspire, and the community-based education programs improve lives from school age 
through adulthood. 
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