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To order Fabric, Patterns, or Notions,  

Go to … www.casualelegancefabric.com 

There are drop down lists near the top of Home Page. 

Click on a collection or group. 

 

    

PATTERN REFERENCES EXCUSIVELY:  All available on website.  

 

          Loes Hinse Design     

          Loes Hinse Studio  

Loes Hinse Alternatives (New) 
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Snap Front Top 

 

A favorite pattern evolves   
into a new Alternative!  

The Mediterranean Top,                             
Loes Hinse Studio,                                     
becomes a great                           
top with snaps. 

 

 

The new Alternatives will be sold in printed form 

available on the Casual Elegance website.  

On Home Page, go to Pattern Drop Down list   

and then click on Alternatives. 

You will see the new Snap Front Top listed. 

 

In the near future, others will be added to this list.  

More information on next page. 

 

 

The first of Loes Hinse’s NEW Alternatives 
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* More than a Tweak found in our editions of The Look, yet not a new pattern—the 

 new Alternatives take an existing pattern to a new dimensions—creating a     

 different garment. No new pattern is needed—unless you don’t already own the 

 pattern being used. 

 

* The new Snap Front Top contains 20 pages packed with large photos of the pro-

 cess as well as written directions. The instructions and photo illustrations take 

 you through the process of creating the new garment from an existing   

 Mediterranean Top Pattern. 

  

* The neckline is low in front. You will need a cami or another garment under it.  

 

* The new Snap Front Top is $20 plus postage.  As mentioned it will be, upon     

 purchase on the Casual Elegance website, sent to you in printed form via USPS. 

 

 

* Prices will vary on the new Alternative products. Price will be based on content. 

 

* Loes is always creating new things. Our goal with his new product is to provide  

 you with a fun and interesting project that will net something a little different.  

 

* It can be sporty or more dressy as seen in the picture on the last page of this 

 document. That Snap Front Top is dressed up with a scarf. 

 

We think you will enjoy this new top  as well as the idea of Loes’ Alternatives.  

 

*** We have moved the Rochelle Tweak to the Alternatives collection.                            

The Rochelle Tweak will still be emailed to you as a pdf document. 

 

  

More on the new Snap Front Top plus the Alternatives. 
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Recently scrolling back in time, a cohesiveness was apparent in                             

everything Loes has created ... always classic, versatile, and easy to sew. 

 

Paired together with incredible combinations of garments and her original accessories, 

Loes always has and always will make a statement.  

 

 * Garment length  

  * Garment shape 

   * Mixes of texture and color 

 

These may change. Her designs and ability to put it all 

together never change.  

 

And what do they do for you?                                

  

 *  They make you feel good about yourself.  

 *  They are adaptable to what you like to wear —

     formal, casual, or in between.  

  

   Let’s take a stroll down memory lane! 

 

 

 

Loes Hinse, Fashion Designer  
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In the past, we have offered many tweaks in, “The Look.”  Most of them were very 

easy to do following Loes’ drawing and instructions. They are not lengthy but rather a 

page or two. Tweaks are different from our new ALTERNATIVES. 

 

And if you go back far enough, we did offer for sale online ‘tweaks’ via pdf.              

Offered differently now, the tweak idea is not a new one! 

 

 

We plan to continue tweaks in our “Look” publications.  An example of this appears on 

the following page. 

 

 

Back to the tweak on the next page. Fuller pant legs are returning to the              

fashion scene. They offer a sophisticated, yet casual look.                                    

Loes has changed the shape and suggests a shorter cropped length for a              

more modern appearance. 

 

    Turn the page! 

 

We know Loes’ creativity never stops!                                                                  

Sometimes this means a new pattern or now an Alternative.                                                                    

This is a “Tweak” on the Hepburn Pant pattern. 
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All of Loes’ patterns are so adaptable.                                 

A few changes here and there … and suddenly … a new look! 

 

This tweaked Hepburn Pant pattern uses View B. 

Still a fuller leg, minor changes result in an easy to sew, current look. 

Red lines indicate changes made. 

Instructions on following page. 

 

 

HEPBURN PANT … TWEAKED 
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NOTE: Red lines drawn on previous page provide a visual for changes. 

    

  

1.  Front changes   

  Eliminate front darts.  

  Redraw front crotch line  

  Widen side seams at top  

    

  * Starting at top of pattern, add  1/2” on each side. Taper down  

   8” to original cut line. Refer to illustration on previous page. 

 

2. Back changes 

  Widen side seams as per instructions for front. 

 

NOTE: Do not eliminate back darts.        

   

3. Cut out new pattern 

4. Construct garment. 

5.  Per View B, 1” elastic is used at waist. 

6.  Changing length of pant 

 

  * For a modern adaptation to the original longer pant length,  

   Loes suggests using a cropped length.  She currently is using  

   a finished length which  sits at the top of ankle.   

 

  * Pant length a personal choice. Try pants on. Decide what   

   length works best on your body! 

 

 

Tweaking the Hepburn Pant Pattern 

for a great new look 
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Yes, Loes has a bunch of great top patterns.  

Sometimes, you want something a tad differ-

ent. How about a top using the New York 

Dress pattern? It already is a GREAT pattern. 

You want a basic black dress? This is it. 

 

But there is more ... 

Some of you have already discovered this 

dress pattern, View A,                              

makes a great knit top! 

 Cut a little different from other            

Loes’ top patterns, it has … 

  * Wider shoulders—more  

   space  across upper chest 

  * More side shaping  

   

Easy to change pattern into a top.  

  * Use length/shorten line as 

   new bottom.     * 

  * Or choose your own length 

 

Construct the top! 

 

NOTE: View A’s elbow length sleeve can be lengthened if preferred. Loes is                 

  currently using a lot of 3/4 length sleeves which finished length is between               

  elbow and wrist. A great look! 

 

Comparing Patterns 

 

A pattern comparison drawing comparing the Bianca, Perfect Tee, and the  

New York Dress on next page. 

Cowl Top is not included in drawing but is very similar to the New York Dress top. 

  

 

View B 

View A 

 

 

View  

A 

 

 

Another Tweak 

The New York Dress can be a top pattern.  
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Red is Bianca 

Blue is Perfect Tee 

Green is New York top 

 

Perfect Tee and New York shoulder seams 

start farther from neck and extend farther 

toward sleeve. This results in a wider upper 

chest area. 

 

Bianca neckline is cut closer to neck. The 

Bianca’s shape results in a closer fit across 

the chest. This works great for MANY     

people! The Bianca is Loes’ “go to” top  

pattern.  

 

However, you may prefer a wider chest    

area - especially if you have a larger bus-

tline and/or wider shoulders. The Perfect 

Tee, the Cowl Neck (not in drawing,) and 

now the New York pattern fall in this cate-

gory. The upper shape of Cowl is close to 

the New York. 

 

Another noticeable difference is the side cut 

lines. The New York Dress has a more fitted 

side seam.   

 

  

Note from Sharon: Being wider on the upper part of my body, this New York Dress 

    top is a winner! The shoulder seam is wide and hits a tad below 

    my ‘shoulder joint.’  For me, I like that! It is a roomy fit yet has 

    side shaping. 

 

A very rough sketch comparing the fronts of                                                                  

the Bianca, the Perfect Tee, and the New York top. 
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Loes’ techniques are always valuable. 

 

Recently, she has been talking about 

using the “Open Toe Foot” for nearly 

everything.  

 

Loes mentioned this at a few semi-

nars in the past. It probably went 

over the top of some heads. It did 

mine! Then I realized … you can  

more easily see what you are sewing 

when using the open toe foot. Nothing 

is blocking your view.  

 

Also great for topstitching—you can 

see exactly where you are stitching.  

 

 We are already talking about more 

quick and easy tips to be included in 

the future.  

 

 

Note from Sharon:   

I have switched. In fact, I am not 

sure where my ‘regular’ foot is! 

 

 

Loes’ Sewing Tip ... 

for this edition 

A new feature item we intend to continue 
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White 

Textured   

Sweater 

Knit 917-8 

Brown 

Satin 

Back 

Rayon 

Crepe     

817-2 

Palest Pink Heather 

Knit  917-7 

 
Indigo Tiny Rib 

Knit        817-5 

Tiny ribs 

  

Light weight 
textured knit 
with faint dark 
purple  woven 

into black. . 

 

Still available … knit fabric on sale! 

 

All knits mentioned on this page work well for the new 

Snap Front Top  

Snap Front Top Black/White Textured 

Sweater Knit  917-9 

Dark Indigo Rib 

Knit     817-14   

Black 

micro 

fiber  

Black w/

white tex-

tured poly  

917-3 

 And great pant fabrics 
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Don’t forget lace fabrics. Lace is fabulous for “Thinking Spring!” 

Charcoal Lace  917-4 

 

Beige Lace  917-4 

 

Ivory Lace  917-2 
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2018 Seminar Dates 

March 2-6 and 23-27 

October 5-9 and 19-23 

Contact Sharon for information and signing up. 

 

©  2018  The Look is created and published by Loes Hinse and Sharon Lyon.  

 Loes Hinse 

San Carlos Square, between 5th & 6th on San Carlos St. 

P.O. Box 1991 

Carmel, CA  93921 

P    831.620.1060 

 

Casual Elegance, Sharon Lyon 

P.O. Box 6453 

Chico, CA  95927 

P  530.343.6838    E      info@casualelegancefabric.com     

F  530.894.5321    W    casualelegancefabric.com 

 

Already into the second month of the new 

year, it is not too late to think about making 

some resolutions—whether it be personal hab-

its or how we dress and present ourselves. 

 

Having a wardrobe that makes you feel good 

about yourself is essential. And if you can sew, 

you have just made that a whole lot easier! 

 

Loes is notorious for her simple, classic de-

signs. We love her patterns. We also love the 

fabric she chooses for Casual Elegance. Putting 

them together nets a great wardrobe. 

 

And now the new year has brought another 

item … Loes Hinse Alternatives. Taking an ex-

isting pattern to new heights resulting in an 

entirely different garment.  The Rochelle Tweak 

has been moved to the  Alternatives section. The 

Rochelle will continue to be sent via pdf.  

 

NEW FABRIC ARRIVING SOON! 

Another look at a Snap Front Top 


