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The plunge has been taken. 

Swatches can now be purchased. 

 

Called “Whacked Swatches” as they are not evenly cut. 

With each new fabric collection, that same fabric will be ‘whacked’ into a group of 

swatches available for purchase. The price is $5/group plus postage.  

If you see fabric in The Look, here is your chance to touch and feel it! 

Available on a first come/first serve basis. This is going to take some time to figure out 

how many we will need to ‘whack’ per collection. 

 

How to order a swatch group. 

 

 On our website, click on Fabrics  

 Click on Current Group of Whacked Swatches. 

 Proceed to order in the same manner as fabric, etc. 

 Postage will be added at end of order. (Sent 1st Class, postage should be under $3.) 

 

Note:  Only a current group of swatches will be available.  Once we get a 

   new fabric collection, the old ones will be replaced with the new  

 

To order Fabric, Patterns, or Notions,  

Go to … www.casualelegancefabric.com 

There are drop down lists near the top of Home Page. 

Click on a collection or group. 

 

 NEW COLLECTIONS: 

 

  WHACKED SWATCHES (see below) 

  NEW FALL FABRIC   

  DESIGNER FABRIC  

  COAT FABRIC  

   PATTERN REFERENCES EXCUSIVELY: 

 All available on website.  

 

 Loes Hinse Design     

 Loes Hinse Studio patterns. 
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SEMINAR FABRIC 

The last time Loes went on her fabric purchasing trip, she was focused on garments 

for her store, of course, and what Casual Elegance would need for the upcoming Oc-

tober seminars. We needed seminar fabric to more or less duplicate what she has in 

her store at the time of the seminar. One of the seminar perks is visiting  Loes’ store 

to see and try on her garments. Then back at the seminar are most of these fabrics 

available for purchase. You can duplicate what you saw and want!  

 

MAIL ORDER FABRIC 

Time started to swirl. We needed two fabric collections! The solution: Loes busied 

herself cutting swatches for two groups of fabrics! There are a couple of duplicate 

fabrics in each group. 

Our focal point — on the next page — Loes’ great black tweed pants that go with eve-

rything. Because Loes doesn’t have most of the ‘mail order’ fabric, that translates to 

Sharon sewing garments using the new fabric so you can see it made into garments.  

The remaining garments are from Sharon’s sewing room. Yes, the quality is definitely 

not the same compared to Loes’ garments! But we needed pictures!   

For each fabric, Loes gave pattern suggestions as well as a few sewing techniques.  

For most of the fabric, she suggested multiple pattern choices—i.e. Bianca, Perfect 

Tee, or any other of her tee top patterns. Any of her pant fabrics would work. Upon 

completion of these garments, while hanging together (picture on page 11) it was so 

apparent—Loes chose all of these fabrics, and they all work together!! Mentioning this 

to Loes, she commented, “That is what I do!” And yes, these new fabrics are a per-

fect example of what Loes does! 

 

Using very subtle colors and textural interest, she compiled a group of fabrics                        

that make a perfectly usable and coordinated wardrobe.       

 

Read on. It starts on the next page! 

 

 

Checking the calendar, a new season has 

arrived! Time for a wardrobe change! 

 

We have just what you need. 

Tons of coordinates perfect for Fall. 
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A closer look at the 

black tweed fabric.  

Even closer! 
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Two fabric options for      

Loes’ Cap Tee: your choice: 

White/Palest 

Gray Crochet-

look Knit 

  

 

Working with our new fabrics, we have focused on fabric used for Loes’                  

Black Tweed pants.  

 It coordinates with nearly all of our new fabrics making a perfect base for a wardrobe. 

This mid-weight fabric could also be a jacket or a Boot Skirt or A-Line in Skirt Trio    

pattern, both Loes Hinse Design. 

 

Pattern Choices for Garments 

We have attempted to include as much information as possible 

concerning which of Loes’ patterns were used in garments in 

this edition. 

For a basic tee top, Loes prefers the Bianca, Loes Hinse Design, 

and uses that in her retail store. For most tank tops, she uses 

the Cap Tee, Loes Hinse Studio. She feels they fit most bodies. 

When Loes was recommending pattern choices for the new fab-

ric, it became apparent nearly every knit is workable for any of 

her tee top patterns. You will see the Perfect Tee on future pag-

es. Not only tee tops and tanks, but she suggested cardigans, 

Barcelona Jacket pattern, Loes Hinse Studio. Or make a cap tee 

and a cardigan for maximum mix and match! 

Any of Loes’ pant patterns work with the tweed fabric.  

 

 

Loes’ Sewing Tip: 

 

When working with open 

weave knits such as the 

White/Palest Gray Cro-

chet-look Knit, Loes us-

es a thread pick or seam 

ripper to ease the fabric 

under the presser foot. 

This prevents fabric 

from getting caught on 

the presser foot and 

prevents stretching.  

Holding the fabric se-

curely with left hand be-

hind the foot, stitch 

slowly using the tool to 

ease the loosely woven 

knit fabric under the 

pressure foot.  

You may wish to use a 

different foot as well.  

Ivory/Softest 

Pale Grayish 

Knit Horizontal 

Texture Knit 

Most knits work and you can use a 

different top pattern.  



 6 

 

Black Tweed Pants and lots of options                                      

for coordinating garments! 
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Previous Page Fabric I.D.—Left to Right  

Cardigan, Barcelo-

na Jacket Pattern, 

Loes Hinse Studio, in  

White./Palest Gray 

Crochet- look Knit 

Cap Tee, Cap Tee 

pattern, Loes Hinse 

Studio in Black Knit 

with a soft barely 

there texture 

Perfect 

Tee, LH 

Design in 

Black/

white/hint 

Charcoal 

Striped 

Sweater-

Knit. Re-

fer to 

p.12 for 

sewing 

tips. 

Barcelona 

Jacket, 

Loes Hinse 

Studio, in 

Ivory/Pale 

Gray w/

Charcoal 

Stripe Knit 

Magascar Tank, Loes 

Hinse Studio, in Taupe 

Rayon Crepe 

Perfect 

Tee, Loes 

Hinse    

Design in 

Dark 

Charcoal 

almost 

Thermal 

Texture 

Knit. 

Cap Tee, 

Loes Hinse 

Studio, in Mid 

Gray/White 

Chevron 

Stripe Knit 

Perfect Tee, LH 

Design, in Ivory/

Softest Pale Gray  

Horizontal Tex-

tured Knit.  

Madagascar 

Tank,  Loes 

Hinse Studio 

in White Ray-

on Crepe. 
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Find it on the website: 

  * Look on the Fabric Drop Down List. 

  * Click on “Designer Fabric.”  

 

Find all of the information—price, width, etc. It is 

“Designer Priced!” It is worth it! 

Working for just about any garment, you won’t often 

find this caliber of light to mid-weight weight      

crepe fabric.  

 

A fabulous rayon/silk blend black crepe!   

When you touch and feel it, you know it is   

different from other rayon crepe.               

Loes had it in the past. When she saw it  

 again, she had to order some for us.                              

Thank you Loes! 

 

Have you heard there is something 

new at Casual Elegance?  

  What? 

DESIGNER   FABRIC! 

  . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Loving basics that are adaptable for many occasions, I 

chose to make pants and a matching Madagascar Tank. A 

Rochelle would also work well. I can wear going from 

dressy to casual. Is this an excuse for a new pair of shoes? 

A great skirt, even a dress would be fabulous! 

Or… add one of our current fabric cardigans. It just goes on 

and on and on! 
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After making my garment pattern choices, I tested a swatch. Putting it in cold water, 

it shrank a little in length and a tad in width. It also became a very softly textured 

fabric with a little stretch. To allow for anticipated shrinkage, I added 1” length and 

about 1/4” on sides when cutting out the pants and tank. I always wash in cold and 

line dry this type of fabric. (In fact I do this with almost all fabric.) 

After line drying and pressing the completed garments, there was little shrinkage. Al-

so remember … I did NOT use the dryer. The fabric became very soft with a little 

stretchy and just plain wonderful!!  A tad amount of side shrinking was easily pressed 

out. I serged off the excess I didn’t need at the hemline. The fabric drapes incredibly, 

feels soft against the skin, and all in all is a … must have! 

 

More on working with the wonderful new designer black crepe   

 

Loes sewing tip:  

Before laundry, this fabric is not as soft and pliable as it is after laundry. I STILL recom-

mend NOT washing/drying fabric prior to sewing. It is hard to get crepe back on grain. 

This jeopardizes the finished look of garments. It is essential to have pattern pieces 

placed on the straight grain. Using my recommendation, the garment will hang beauti-

fully and have a professional look.  

While sewing and serging, with your left hand hold fabric firmly behind the presser foot. 

With right hand, hold it firmly in front of the presser foot. Work in small sections at a 

time. Be sure to keep fabric edges together.  

If you have a five thread, that makes it easier. If not, serge first with your 3 thread. Af-

ter serging, the machine stitched seam line will be easier to control. 

Any extra effort using the above … it is worth it! You will love this fabric made into a 

garment/garments! 

 

Purchase more designer fabric now on the website. Pictures in next edition. 

 

Gorgeous faux fur    Beautiful black wool                   
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Pale Tan Rayon Gab 

 

This great Ascona Pant and Mada-

gascar Tank in Pale Tan Rayon Gab 

blend well with the new fabric col-

lection. If you live in a warmer cli-

mate, south of the Equator, or just 

want some lighter weight rayon 

gab fabric, this is it!   

AND … Sale Priced 

 

Taupe Textured Poly 

          

  Tan Vertical Knit 

 

Look for our Sale Fabric on Fabric 

Drop Down List. 

Many sale fabrics work well with 

new fabric. 

 

Yes, it is a Loes Thing— 

  * subtle colors              

         * interesting texture. 

 

 Below —2 Sale Fabric suggestions 

 

    Light tan rayon gab … blends beautifully with new fabric and Sale Priced @$10/yd. 
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Hanging in Sharon’s sewing room are garments made from our new fabric. Also       

included is the Pale Tan Rayon Gab in pants and a Madagascar Tank. It blends so 

beautifully. And in California, I can wear light tan for awhile! Long sleeves may have  

to wait awhile longer.  

 

 

 

Checking the above collections of garments, it became apparent two were missing! 

 

             

   

Perfect Tee 

in Charcoal      

Jersey Knit 

Fabric differ-

ent from ear-

lier gray knit-

w/thermal 

texture on 

pages 6    

and 7. 

Perfect 

Tee in 

White Jer-

sey Knit 

with      

subtle 

shiny 

threads  

And this soft black 

knit w/barely there 

texture is so gor-

geous, it will soon  

be another Perfect 

Tee.  In fact, 

maybe 2 of them!  

      Talk about 

comfort.            

 Talk about 

basic tops! 
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Working with the Black and White Stripe Knit  

 

 

This fabric is beautiful. BUT has VERY uneven sel-

vages. When it arrived and was unpacked, I saw the 

weird selvage on the bolt. I assumed it was not   

bolted correctly.  

 

Not being intimated due to my really wanting a top 

made out of this fabric, I cut off enough fabric for a 

Perfect Tee.  O.K. This fabric was weird. I washed/

dried it thinking maybe that would bring the fabric 

back to its senses! 

That did not fix it! 

 

Then I knew I was in trouble! I called Loes!  

She confirmed this happens at times but she was al-

ways able to use it. 

She gave some great suggestions that worked!  

Her suggestions are on the next page. 

 

It took some extra time. But this fabric is stunning. 

I love the texture. 

I love black and white stripes with a hint of charcoal! 

 

Be sure and see the notice about the price cut. It is on the next page! 

 

 

 

NOTE:   There are interesting threads on the edge of the selvage. I t is al-

most a fringe.  The thread fringe is quite long. My first intent when making the cuffs 

you will read about was to have fringe on the outside of the garment. I don’t think it 

was meant to be (translate that to Loes would probably roll her eyes!) as I ended up 

with the fringe on the inside. I then cut it off! Still with the diagonal stripes on the 

cuff, it adds interest … I thought! 
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Loes suggestions for sewing the black/white/hint of charcoal stripe   

sweater knit fabric.  

 

Just for YOU … 

If you want to make one of these great striped sweaters, the fab-

ric price has been reduced to $10 per yard. Originally, it would 

have been $16! 

 

 

NOTE: Purchase an extra 1/2 yard of fabric.   

 

 

1. Lay out fabric. Pick a stripe. Using that as a guide, 

 cut across fabric width. This establishes the grainline. 

 

 

 

 

NOTE:  It is impossible 

  to lay fabric flat 

  and fold evenly 

  so selvages 

  match. And there is an interesting fringe  

  of thread on selvages.   

 

 

2. Making sure stripes are lined up (including 

 stripes on underside) fold fabric allowing 

 enough width to place the front pattern 

 piece.  Pattern piece is at bottom cutline. 
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NOTE: Be sure each time you fold or refold the fabric,  

  the grainline stripe you cut is at the bottom and 

  both layers are even.  

 

 

 

 

 

3. Using same procedure for laying front pat-

 tern piece on fabric, refold fabric allowing 

 enough width to accommodate the back 

 pattern piece making sure bottom of pat-

 tern piece is on same bottom cut line and 

 all stripes match. 

 

 

 

4.  To cut out sleeves, recut across fabric picking same stripe to establish the 

 grainline for the sleeves.  Refold allowing enough width for sleeves. Be sure 

 hemline of sleeves is matched on new cut line. Procedure is same as #2 and 

 #3. 

 

5.  Following pattern instructions, complete sewing the garment together matching 

 stripes as much as possible. (Except if you incorporate Sharon’s Sleeve Option.) 

 

Sharon’s Sleeve Option: This should be done prior to sew- 

     ing/serging sleeve to garment.  

 Not knowing what I was up against, I didn’t cut off enough 

 fabric for long sleeves which I wanted. Trying to be re-

 sourceful, I decided to make cuffs so when attached 

 equaled finished sleeve length. To do this, fold fabric so it 

 will lay flat letting it do its thing! Stripes will be on an an-

 gle. Cut off enough to fold the fabric under for a 2 layer cuff plus seam allow

 ance. Stripes will be on an angle. With sleeve and folded cuff right side out, 

 sew/serge cuff to sleeve bottom. After cuffs are attached. Sew/serge sleeve 

 with cuff attached to garment.  

Actually, I think the diagonal appearing cuff adds interest!                                                    

To do this, you won’t need extra fabric. 
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This lovely picture and the cover 

picture were photographed by    

Loes’ 12 year old granddaughter 

while their family recently         

visited Hawaii. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attend a Loes Hinse Sewing Seminar in Carmel, CA.  

Remaining 2016 dates: 

Oct. 7-11 and 21-25 

2017 dates: 

March 3-7 and 24-28 

October 6-10 and 20-14 

©  2016    The Look is created and published by Loes Hinse and Sharon Lyon.  

Loes Hinse Studio, Loes Hinse 

San Carlos Square, between 5th & 6th on San Carlos St. 

P.O. Box 1991 

Carmel, CA  93921 

P    831.620.1060 

Casual Elegance, Sharon Lyon 

P.O. Box 6453 

Chico, CA  95927 

 

P  530.343.6838    E      info@casualelegancefabric.com     

F  530.894.5321    W    casualelegancefabric.com 

 

       More new fall fabric coming in the next edition of The Look … or before! 


