
   

 

 

 

 

        Patterns      Carmel Studio     Creative Design     Sewing Seminars      Fabric & Notions 

    Loes’ boutique in October … an interesting corner 



 2 

 

To Find Fabric and Patterns in this edition. 

 

Visit the Casual Elegance website … www.casualelegancefabric.com 

 

1. Click on Fabric or patterns. 

2.  Click on a Collection  

3.  Refer to general fabric and pattern categories listed for other products. 

 

 ALL pattern references are EXCUSIVELY Loes Hinse Design and Studio patterns. 
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Page 3  Seminar Pictures 

Page 4, 5  Seminar Information 

Page 6  What Participants say about 

   the Seminars 

Page 7  More Seminar Information 

Page 8  Brown French Terry Knit Long Coat  

Page 9, 10  Same Brown Furry French Terry Knit in longer jacket.  Plus instructions.  

Page 11  Pale Tan/Taupe Fuzzy Knit Long Vest 

Page 12  Bianca Tops using new fabric 

Page 13  Short Jacket 

Page 14  Serger Sale and list of Seminar Fabrics 

Page 15  Faux Fur Coat 

Page 16  Chenille Coat 

Page 17, 18  Who is Sharon? And more on the seminars 

 

Have a great Thanksgiving! 

And just in case we don’t get another edition out                           

prior to Christmas … 

 

Merry Christmas! 

 

Look for:  

“October Whacked Seminar                    

Fabric  Swatches”                                  

On Home Page, click on Fabric. 

You will find it on the drop down list. 
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A Look at 

Loes Hinse’s 

Sewing Seminars 

in Carmel, CA. 

 

 

Learning  

 

Creating 

 

Sewing 

 

Having fun 
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The 2016 Loes Hinse Sewing Seminars are history!                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 1. Loes’s design creativity is always front and center.  

The first thing—everyone heads to her boutique where participants see first hand her beauti-

fully created garments. You observe the color grouping, the garment designs, and the general 

ambiance found in her boutique. And … you get to try garments on for Loes’ input on fit, com-

patibility of style with your body, and colors.  

 2. Loes shares her creativity. 

New unpublished patterns which include new ’tweaks’ on patterns which she has currently 

used to create some of the boutique garments. Garments made from published patterns are 

also apparent. Only seminar participants get to copy the unpublished, newest creations.  

 3.  Loes has a different approach.  

She thinks! She is a problem solver. She approaches things from a geometric point of view. 

She analyzes what she does.  Does this work spatially? Do the parts work together? Is there a 

better way? She does NOT rely on the tried and true used-a-million-times approach to sewing. 

She tests her approach—maybe a lot of times. She takes time to think about the issue and 

solves it. She shares the resulting answers. 

 4. Loes uses her industrial techniques. 

Loes’ approach to all elements of sewing include her ‘industrial’ techniques. This includes pat-

tern layout, cutting, as well as her own techniques. See #3 above.  She never relies on tradi-

tional sewing which participants quickly learn. 

 5. Loes advises THINKING. 

This includes your thinking about PATTERN CHOICE  and how it relates to your body. Is this 

really what I want? Will it work on my body?  FABRIC CHOICE— is your fabric an appropriate 

choice?  Will the fabric work with the pattern and bring the anticipated result. How can I best 

use what I have learned to produce a garment I really love. 

 

   What are Loes Hinse’s sewing seminars about?  

        Making it all fit together— 

   creative design, sewing techniques, style, colors  
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Quickly, you realize this is perhaps a tad different from other sewing seminars.  

 

 If you are looking for a fitting answer, you will get it. 

 If you are looking for what you should wear—shapes and colors, you will get it. 

 If you want inspiration, you get it! 

  We are there to relax, learn, and have fun. 

  There are some great places to eat in Carmel! 

 

        Very important:  

  

   Loes is not a sewing teacher. She is a designer. 

    Participants must have basic sewing skills. 

   Loes is not a repair person for machines. 

    Participants must have their machines is good working order 

    and know how to use them. 

 

 

Arriving in Carmel, you are ready to ‘get going.’ Maybe it is your first time.           

Maybe your umpteenth time. There is always something new to learn.  

 

We would LOVE to have you attend.  Email Sharon (contact info on last page)            

to receive more specific information. 

 

2017 DATES 

March 3-7 and 24-28 

October 6-10 and 20-24 



 6 

    

I like to come to the seminars be-

cause I always leave feeling in-

spired—that I can create a wardrobe 

that fits,  that is uniquely mine, and 

that is flattering. Of course I also love 

seeing the shop, all the new pattern 

ideas and being able to see and touch 

the fabric. 

I come to Loes’s seminars to learn Loes’ tech-

niques and for fitting. Also, I like how quicky 

her patterns go together. I have not sewn a 

garment using patterns from the big compa-

nies since I started coming to Carmel in 2006. 

I have sewn all my life and made my own 

clothes since High school and fitting was al-

ways a huge problem. I have all sorts of fitting 

books, but using Loes’s patterns and learning 

how she fits is so simple. I always get so many 

compliments on my clothes. I will admit, I 

still cannot sew without pressing seams.  

(Insert: Loes does not advocate pressing 

all seams.)    

As an older woman, I find the clothes in the 

stores are either, not age appropriate or look 

frumpy. With Loes’ patterns and Sharon’s fab-

rics, I am able to walk out the front door look-

ing my best with not a lot of effort in con-

struction. 

 I have a very large family and I run 

and buy for our gift shop. Therefore, I 

have very little time to be creative and 

sew for myself. I especially like Loes’ 

methods—fast and easy. Her patterns 

fit into my lifestyle and her fabrics are 

quite nice. With her guidance, I am able 

to make a new outfit in the four days of 

concentration and focus. I usually come 

home with a few garments cut out and 

can pick away at projects without the 

need for decision time that I do not 

have. 

My husband likes Carmel and the free 

time to spend on his own projects. 

Thus, he attends with me and takes me 

to dinner. It is like a mini vacation with 

some accomplishment along with it.  

As you can tell, it fits nicely into our 

lifestyle and I love it! 

Loved every minute at the seminar 

and think of it every day. Who 

knows, I just might show up again.  

The reasons I go to Loes Hinse Seminars: 

1. Beautiful setting 

2. Chance to sew with others who enjoy         

the craft—fun ladies to share and steal ideas 

3. New, innovative styles and patterns—chance 

to get patterns not offered elsewhere 

4. Ability to try on similar garments at the bou-

tique to check on fit and actual look of gar-

ment on 

5. Custom fitting of patterns, guarantees satis-

faction with garments made 

6. Unique fabrics selected just for the Loes style 

of sewing 

7. My husband loves to come along to spend his 

days photographing the local beauty 

Then she added more: 

 expert sewing technique demonstrations 

 small groups/personal fitting when needed 

 terrific camaraderie 

 FABRIC! 

Recent comments from people who have attended Loes’ seminars  
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PATTERNS AVAILABLE AT SEMINARS 

As mentioned earlier, every effort is made to make available to seminar participants patterns—

published and unpublished patterns.   

A full inventory of published patterns is available for sale. 

Loes’ unpublished patterns—both current and past are available only for participants to trace. 

(This is a bonus for attending the seminar!)    

   

FABRIC AVAILABLE AT SEMINARS                                      

Seminar Fabric available to duplicate boutique garments.   

If not the exact fabric, we offer substitutes.  

 Usually what is left of this fabric is available on the website after the seminars. 

Plus most of the current fabric found on the website is found at the seminar. 

 

NOTIONS AT SEMINARS 

Loes is very specific about notions she recommends. 

Serger thread  

Sewing machine thread (for your convenience) 

Waistband elastic  

Lingerie elastic for stabilizing 

Shoulder pads  

Pattern paper (heavy)  (for tracing final patterns after adjustments  

Pattern hooks for hanging patterns 

Loes’ labels (in your garments) 

 

 

In the last edition of The Look, we mentioned October ‘seminar fabric’                                

being available after the seminars.  

On the following pages you will visit, via photos, Loes’ boutique garments made from                   

‘seminar fabric.’  

Loes creativity always is a huge factor in the seminars.   

Included are some ‘how-to” instructions.  

ENJOY! 
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 Recently, Loes has focused on vests— 

     long, knee length, or can be shorter. 

 

Although Loes had a ‘tweaked’ long vest pattern  

available to copy at the seminar, it is very easy to  

duplicate using the Sweater Coat pattern or the                                      

Barcelona Jacket pattern. 

 

We mentioned earlier about how important it is to 

think about fabric. This is a very good example of 

that! You will see in the photos how differently the 

fabric reacted to serging all the edges.  

The brown fabric is very stretchy which results in the  

serged edges being very curved. The tan fabric is not 

as stretchy. The serged edges are quite flat.  

 

 

Instructions are for both vests shown. 

Chiffon pocket instructions are on next page. 

 

1. Recut back and front of pattern. 

2.  Reduce width of armhole at shoulder 1”.  

 Refer to dotted line. 

3.  Lengthen armhole at sides 5”. See dotted line. 

4.  Construct garment serging/sewing shoulder  

 and side seams. 

5.  At center front, using center front mark as a                               

 guide, eliminate fold-under facing. 

6.  With serger knife in UP position and RIGHT                                                   

 side side of fabric facing up, serge around entire                                          

 garment. 

7. With knife still in up position, turn fabric to WRONG side up and serge again 

 around entire garment. Repeat a 2nd time with wrong side up. 

1” 

5” 
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Tan/Taupe Furry Long Vest 

Use the Barcelona Jacket pattern 

lengthening to desired length or 

use the Sweater Coat Pattern.  

 

 

Use instructions on previous page. 

 

Note the serged edges on this 

vest are quite flat. This is due to 

the difference in fabric as com-

pared to the Brown French Terry 

Knit. 

 

Loes used inseam pockets. 

Any pocket type is usable. 
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Brown French Terry 

Knit Vest 

 

 

(Photo lightened to see 

serging details.) 

 

Instructions for this vest 

on previous page.  

 

 

 Vest how-to on  page 8.  

 

The difference in serged edg-

es due to fabric differences 

are very visible. They each 

have a different look! 

 

 

Chiffon pocket how-to             

on next page 

Worn under vest—Bianca 

Sweater pattern in 

Bronze/Charcoal Striped 

Knit  
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CHIFFON POCKET INSTRUCTIONS 

 

1.  Cut pockets—Length 17”  Width 8 1/2” 

2.  On wrong side, fold both ends in creating a 

 rolled hem.  

3.  Stitch down both hems. 

4.  Folding right side out. Place top of pocket just below bottom rolled hem. See 

 photo at bottom right. 

5. At top of pocket barely on chiffon, attach pocket to coat top stitching across 

 pocket top and down both sides to just below hems. See photo bottom left. 

 

 

 

 

Close up of serged 

edges. 
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Brown French Terry Knit in 

a long Sweater Coat.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In photo Loes used a ‘tweaked ver-

sion’ (available at the seminars) of 

the Sweater Coat pattern, the regu-

lar Sweater Coat pattern, Loes Hinse      

Design, can successfully be used.  
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Some Tee Tops (Sweaters) seen in Loes’ store. 

All Bianca’s … any of Loes’ top patterns work with these fabrics. 

    

Charcoal   

Rayon Jersey 

w/Lycra 

White/Pale 

Gray Soft 

Textured Knit 

Black Fuzzy 

Knit 

Bronze/

Charcoal Stripe 

Knit  

    Making Loes’ Short Jacket on next page. 
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Center 

front  

 

Making Loes’ short jacket 

Using Barcelona Jacket Pattern 

 

 

1.  Cut out pattern per instructions except                     

 shorten jacket.                   

NOTE:   Make shorter length considering what                                                                                         

  length looks best on your body, what you                                

         will wear under jacket, etc. 

   

2. At center front, cut off 

 part of fold-under facing 

 leaving 3/8” to turn     

 under for front facing. 

 See fold under front fac-

 ing in photo. Same as 

 neckline. 

3. Per pattern instructions, 

 construct garment. 

4. Fold under neckline and 

 fronts and topstitch. See 

 photo. 

5. Use a 5/8” hem. 

 

 

SEE PHOTO AT LEFT  

LOES’ TECHNIQUE             

AT FRONT Center font 
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Don’t miss our Serger Thread Sale 

 

On home page, click on Fabrics. On drop down list, click on Serger Thread on Sale. 

 

Doing some spring cleaning in the fall! 

Take advantage of the sale price—1/2 off    Regularly $6/cone  Now $3/cone 

 

This is the thread Loes uses. It is much lighter in weight compared to traditional serger 

thread. There are 6,000 yards on this cone compared to 3,000 on most brands. 

 

VERY LIMITED SUPPLY!  DON’T WAIT TOO LONG.   

When this batch of thread is gone, it is gone! 

 

 

 

Seminar Fabric 

 

On home page, click on Fabrics. On drop down list, click on October Seminar Fabrics. 

 

You will find: Black Fuzzy Knit, see page  12 

   Black Wool Crepe, has also been on web 

   Darkest Brown Poly W/LYCRA—FABULOUS FOR PANTS (no pic’s) 

   Pale Tan/Taupe Fuzzy Knit, see page 11 

   Pinky Tan/Taupe Faux Fur, see page 15 

   Taupe/Black Tweed Chenille, see page 15 

   Taupey Gray Tencel– GREAT PANTS (warmer weather) no pic’s 

   White/Pale Gray Soft Textured Knit, see page 12 

 

Fabrics not listed here but used in pictures in this edition are available on the website. 

Click on Fabric then click on NEWEST FALL FABRIC 
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Faux Fur Coat 

 

A lighter weight faux fur— not warm 

enough for cold temperatures. 

 

   Sweater Coat Pattern 

1. Per pattern instructions, cut out 

 coat adding an additional 1/4” at 

 neckline from center front, across 

 back, to center front. 

2.  Serge/sew coat per pattern              

 instructions. 

3.  Finishing neckline: 

 Using a 5 thread serger, serge 

 around entire neckline from center 

 front to center front. Fold to inside 

 and topstitch. 

 Using a 3 thread serger, serge 

 around entire neckline from center 

 front to center front. Add a line of 

 machine stitching on seam line. 

 Fold under and topstitch in place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coat in photo is knee length. 

Colors are more subtle. 

 



 17 

TAUPE/BLACK CHENILLE 

Light weight 

Great jacket or light weight coat 

 

Beautiful fabric 

Colors blend with everything. 

 

Sweater Coat Pattern 

 

Refer to Faux Fur Instructions  

#1 on previous page for addition-

al neckline treatment. 

 

The fabric does ravel. 

However, using a 5 thread 

serger, there was no ravel issue 

 

If you don’t have a 5 thread 

serger, serge around all cut   

edges prior to sewing coat. 

 

Test a swatch using your serger. 

 

Note from Sharon:   

This fabric is GORGEOUS, but it does 

ravel. Using my 5 thread serger I did 

not need to serge around cut edges 

of coat pieces prior to construction. I had NO problem with raveling fabric. Per pattern 

instructions, I assembled the coat. I do advise adding 1/4” at neckline (same as previ-

ous page) to add a little more fabric to turn under.  

 

“Where did you get that coat?”  Question asked every time I wear it. 
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A recently asked question 

 

You see the name, Sharon, every now and then in our publications. Recently, someone 

asked, “Who are you, and how do you fit in?”  

 

For those of you who do not know, I am the owner of Casual Elegance. As is very ap-

parent, Loes and I work very closely together while maintaining our individual business 

names and function.  As I often say, “Loes is the creative one; I do everything else!”  

 

In fact, what we do together is based on her creativity. She is constantly creating gar-

ments for her boutique in Carmel, California. Retail store has a following with people 

coming from all over the world! For many years now, she has created patterns, the ba-

sis for her store garments, for the home sewer. Now, she has added new unpublished 

patterns which are included in what the Carmel sewing seminars offer.  

 

What I do at Casual Elegance is an attempt to bring Loes and her creativity closer to 

the sewing public. It is a means for the home sewist to obtain Loes’ patterns, the fabric 

she uses (she orders all of Casual’s fabric to duplicate what she does), and her pre-

ferred notions. This is accomplished in part via the Casual Elegance website. In addition 

to enhance the availability of these items, The Look is published. The Look, again is to-

tally based on Loes and her creative genius. We (Loes and Sharon) talk on the phone … 

a lot. We live 5 hours apart. I learn what she is doing, she sends me pictures, she gives 

me instructions that eventually, in the most part, make their way to you, the person 

reading this. My part in all of this is basically writing and doing what is necessary to 

make our endeavors a reality. 

 

The other huge item bringing Loes’ creativity and expertise to the home sewer is her 

Sewing Seminars in Carmel.  Again, she is the creative part in TOTAL. I take care of the 

other things that make it happen.  

 

In this edition, we have focused on the Carmel sewing seminars and have included a lot 

of information on what Loes’ sewing seminars are all about. We hope it is informational 

and enjoyable reading! 

 

I must add a couple of tidbits! In all of Loes’ seminars which have been in existence 

since early 2000, I have missed one seminar. You may wonder—don’t I get bored with 

seeing and hearing the same things over and over? Not a chance! Get bored around 

Loes and what she does … never! Some things, probably in the tidbit category, evolve 

into something huge—at least huge for me! 
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As I was sewing a Barcelona Jacket last night—actually the short jacket seen earlier in 

this edition, I remembered. which now fortunately has become a habit, a technique 

learned from Loes at a seminar! It was not a major ‘how to do demo’ but rather just 

mentioned.  When finishing a neckline at center front (and applicable to many other ar-

eas), leave a long thread tail. When you find yourself needing to do some hand stitch-

ing, put that thread tail through a needle and your are instantly ready to hand stitch. 

The thread is secure. No need for knotting the thread hoping it won’t slip. Yes, I 

learned that from Loes—really basic and simple but I had never thought of doing that!  

 

I could go on and on and on. Each seminar is so different.  Bottom line … her approach 

and techniques which include her total approach to designing and sewing are front and 

center. This is amplified by everything else that goes on! Before each seminar, we talk 

about what she is currently doing and how that will be covered at the upcoming semi-

nars. She is always  creating something new and different so there is not a chance of 

her not having something totally new to share. And questions … people are encouraged 

to ask questions. Very often those questions lead to a demonstration as more than one 

person wants her answers. In essence, there are planned basic demonstrations and 

there are ‘spur of the moment’ demonstrations and sharing of her knowledge and ex-

pertise. It all evolves into a very busy four days! Some people get up very early and 

come down to the conference room where the seminar is held. Some sew late into the 

night.  

 

You have already read some seminar participant’s comments about their attending. 

One of those people attended the very FIRST seminar. She lives on the opposite side of 

our country! She has missed very few spring and fall seminars since. And when she 

did, it was health related. Another comment was from a first time participant last 

month. And you know what?  She will be back! 

 

And something foremost in both Loes’ mind and in my own, we endeavor to offer 

something educational and enjoyable. And we do have fun!  

 

A view of the Pacific Ocean taken while standing on one of the decks at                                 

the Hofsas Hotel where the seminars are held. 
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All of the seminar fabric is in limited supply. 

Check it out.  If you want some, don’t wait long to order! 

 

©  2016    The Look is created and published by Loes Hinse and Sharon Lyon.  

Loes Hinse Studio, Loes Hinse 

San Carlos Square, between 5th & 6th on San Carlos St. 

P.O. Box 1991 

Carmel, CA  93921 

P    831.620.1060 

 

Casual Elegance, Sharon Lyon 

P.O. Box 6453 

Chico, CA  95927 

P  530.343.6838    E      info@casualelegancefabric.com     

F  530.894.5321    W    casualelegancefabric.com 

 

 

We know Loes is really into scarves!   

They are such an important part of her look. 

 

They are so easy to make. The easiest ones require cutting the size you want and 

serging around the edges. (For a more finished look, you might want to incorporate 

her serged hem technique on page 9. 

 

Now that Christmas is coming …. 

Scarves make a great gift—to yourself or someone else. 

 

Purchasing a little extra fabric, refold the fabric allowing enough width for 

a front pattern piece to be placed on the narrower folded fabric with cf on 

fold. Using fabric length and still folded the same, place a back pattern 

piece with cb against fold.  (They ae placed length wise on fabric length—

not next to each other as usually done.)   

The sleeve can be placed in same manner above that.                         

You may have to refold to accommodate sleeve width.  

 

You now have a long piece of fabric perfect for a scarf ...              

or maybe two! 


