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To order Fabric, Patterns, or Notions,  

Go to … www.casualelegancefabric.com 

There are drop down lists near the top of Home Page. 

Click on a collection  
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PATTERN REFERENCES EXCUSIVELY 

Loes Hinse Design and  Loes Hinse Studio  

           All available on Casual Elegance website.  

 

The focus of this edition is Loes Hinse’s 

Sewing Seminars in Carmel, CA. 

 

There may be a couple more things thrown in! 
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A combination of Loes’ unique designs—each 

one bearing her signature footprint along with 

her fabric choices result in an unbeatable       

continuity of style … her look.  

 

Her look, her style make a statement. Her de-

signs and color choices make for easy         

adaptability to various life styles.                   

Mix and match potentials are endless. 

 

Entering her store, there is a fluid, all encom-

passing connectivity. Unique pieces of art and 

vintage furniture set the stage. Garments on 

display and on racks showcase her unique sense 

of style. Her creative accessories—scarves, 

purses, and one of a kind ‘Loes crafted’ jewelry 

bring the look together for a stylish, cohesive,                  

and wearable wardrobe. 

 

After being involved with various fashion related 

businesses as well as owning her own boutique in Los Angeles, Loes moved north to the Car-

mel area. Again, she opened a boutique which featured her own designs. Then requests from 

local seamstresses wanting to learn from Loes evolved into her teaching classes. These clas-

ses resulted in her Textile Studio   Patterns.  

Then came a change in business associations ending her involvedment with Textile Studio 

Patterns. Continued requests for patterns resulted in her Loes Hinse Design Patterns. Studio 

Patterns arrived a few years later. After traveling around the country doing seminars, she 

decided to eliminate the travel but continue sharing her knowledge with people interested in 

sewing their own garments—more specifically sewing garments for themselves that looked 

like what they saw in Loes’ store. The Carmel seminars were initiated giving people 4 1/2 

days of learning from Loes and then applying that to their own sewing.  

 

Loes is unique. She is comfortable in her own skin. She doesn’t lose sight of who she is and 

what she does. She stays true to her own uniqueness which includes her philosophy and her 

very doable techniques. She is very willing to share her techniques and philosophy.             

 

The Carmel Sewing Seminars make this possible.  

 

Designer and artist … Loes Hinse 
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TECHNIQUES 

Loes demonstrates her techniques. Many are very different from the traditional. You learn how 

she puts things together—quickly.   

 

PHILOSOPHY 

Pattern Choice 

Shapes of garments and how different garments relate to various body shapes are a key com-

ponent of her philosophy. Not every body can wear every garment design. She guides at-

tendees into making good pattern choices for their unique shape.  

Proportion 

Loes says proportion is key! Each clothing item worn needs to be in the right proportion to oth-

er garments being worn together. The correct interaction of garments in terms of shape and 

length and how they relate to each other and on you is essential to bringing together your 

look, your unique look.  You respond, “Yes, I know—one third vs. two thirds.” Or to even more 

fine tune … 3/8’s vs. 5/8’s. That very well could be the end result. But every body is different. 

Garment shapes look different on different bodies. Proportion is key. And Loes works with peo-

ple to see for themselves how they need to incorporate the correct proportion for their body. 

This is a key ingredient in putting yourself together. 

Color 

A vital part of her philosophy is using the right colors and color combinations. Her color choices 

are subtle and are what she refers as complex colors. Complex colors contain a variety of color 

hues resulting in a subtle, adaptable color easily mixed with other garments.   

Focus 

It is necessary for you to incorporate what you have learned. You must think. Think about 

what you are doing. If something gets tangled up, why did that happen? What do I need to do 

differently. You learn to come up with answers. You need to take Loes’ information and per-

sonally use it. No one can do that for you. Yes, you will be making changes in how you sew but 

also what you sew. Don’t decide to invest your time into making a garment without weighing 

in the above information. This is most important! 

Talking recently about what the seminars are all about, one word was mentioned more than a 

few times … FOCUS. We get caught up being told how to do something and not know why. 

What happens at Loes’ seminars … you learn the how and why. After hearing and learning her 

concepts …. YOU have to think about them and commit yourself to doing them. Why does she 

position her hands on the fabric maintaining control of how the fabric goes under the pressor 

foot. Why does she does not let the fabric zip under the pressor foot quickly? Why does she 

check the progress of a seam being sewn?  Why does she keep checking making sure the ends 

going to meet? And on and on it goes. If all of this information is important to you, focus on it 

and understand how it can change the way you sew when creating your garments.  Let it be-

come part of your sewing habits. That is Loes’ intent! 

 

The basic bones of each and every seminar … techniques and philosophy 
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FIT ISSUES 

Loes designs and creates garments with a purpose in mind. Her design intent can be sabotaged 

by alterations. There is not one answer to a particular fit issue. You may have been taught a 

particular pattern adjustment always works for a particular problem. The assumption is this an-

swer/adjustment is going to work for everyone having that problem and on every design.    

Every body is different! Every design is different. There is not a one-adjustment-fits-all-

answer. Yes, there are some generalities. If they work—great. But if they hinder the shape and 

drape (the designer’s intent), they don’t work. You may say, “But I have always done this or 

that.” If it hinders the intended look of the design—it doesn’t work! 

Fitting issues are a part of every seminar. You learn Loes’ answer(s) to your fitting problems. 

Then you need to incorporate her input into your garment focusing on her suggestions.  

After you learn from her what needs to be done to rectify a problem, you need to think about 

it. (Back to that again!) Why does this work? Why can’t I do it the old way?  You can, but you 

will not get the “Loes Look.”   

 

 

 

 

a little more info about Loes and her seminars …  

 

To sum it up ... 

 

The three ‘R’s’ of Loes Hinse’s Sewing Seminars 

 

Review Loes reviews her techniques and what you need to know. 

Reflect Reflect and think about what you have learned and apply that to your  

  sewing creations. 

Renew Renew your sewing habits incorporating what you have learned into your 

  own sewing and lifestyle. 
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The seminar begins …  

 

It all starts late Friday afternoon. After checking into the 

hotel and getting your sewing ‘stuff’ unloaded in the con-

ference room, everyone takes the 2 block trek down to her 

store! 

The pictures don’t really do it justice. The ambiance is en-

hanced with artful objects and arrangements. Clothing 

hangs on the racks in wearable coordinates. Garments on 

display catch your attention. There always is a classy, 

wearable, cohesiveness to everything in the store. It all 

comes together as one showcase.  

Beyond the clothing, there are always new, creative dis-

plays—her amazing, hand-crafted jewelry, scarves, purses, 

etc. The intention, of course, is for these accessories to en-

hance the clothing on the racks—complete the look.   

So, you are there. You look around.  You talk with the oth-

er people. You try on clothes. You find yourself getting ab-

sorbed into this creative place. It is intoxicating! 

The next day, Saturday, everyone returns to Loes’ store to 

seriously try on garments, have Loes give you her input 

regarding size, color, proportion and whatever else. It goes 

on and on. 

After lunch, we head back to the conference room at the 

hotel where the seminar is held. There we begin to assimi-

late and think about what we want to accomplish. The pat-

terns are there. The fabric is there. You can choose your 

first project. There always are one or two garments which 

catch everyone’s attention. Often, that becomes a focus.  

Before getting engulfed in a project, Loes begins demon-

strations of her techniques. For newbies, she will go over 

the basics. For the others, more often that not, she is guid-

ed by questions. How do I do this? What is this?  

I have, with the exception of one, attended every seminar. 

Every one of them is different. Loes does not operate on a 

preplanned agenda. She functions at her best when she 

goes with the flow! Concerns are voiced. Questions are 

asked. That fuels her response with demonstrations and 

explanations. Never lacking is learning! 

Her reason for being there is to help you get what you 

need. You learn her techniques, you hear her philosophy, 

you get her fitting help.  But it is up to you to take it from 

there. You need to think about what she is telling you. The 

idea is for you to learn … think and incorporate it all into 

your sewing and lifestyle. 

 

       … and you don’t want the seminar to end! 
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The three ‘R’s of Loes Hinse’s Sewing Seminars 

 

 

REVIEW  Loes reviews her techniques and what you need to know.  

REFLECT  Reflect on what you have learned and apply that to your sewing     

   creations. Think about changes you need to make. Am I putting into 

   practice what I  have learned? 

RENEW  Once again you can incorporate those ‘learned ideas ’ into your     

   sewing and your lifestyle. 

 

 

 

Every body is unique 

 

 

PERSONALITY Loes is quick to help you incorporate your uniqueness into your   

   clothing needs which reflect your personality. This includes every-

   thing you wear—style, color, and accessories. 

 

SHAPE  Loes will guide you to choose garment shapes  for your unique shape.

      

 

PROPORTION Loes says proportion is key! Each clothing item worn needs to be in 

   the right proportion to other clothing being worn. Again, this is a per

   sonal thing and needs to be incorporated into your uniqueness. It is 

   all about what looks best on you—not the person next to you.  
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LOES HINSE’S SEWING SEMINAR 

in 

Beautiful Carmel By the Sea, California 

 

TUITION  $700 

  * $250   Non-refundable deposit secures your reservation. Deposit is 

     transferable one time to another scheduled seminar. 

  * $450  Non-refundable and non-transferable balance due 1 month 

LOCATION   

  * Conference room at the Hofsas House on San Carlos Street between 3rd 

   and 4th, Carmel, CA 

  * For information on booking a room, visit www.hofsashouse.com, email     

   info@hofsashouse.com, or call 831-624-2745. To get seminar room rates, 

   it is best to contact them directly. Staying at this hotel is not necessary but    

   convenient. 

 

For more information, please email or call Sharon (contact info on last page).                

A seminar information document will be emailed to you.  

We would LOVE to have you attend! 
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15-4003 

Closest color description on Pantone Chart  

 

Gorgeous blue gray with a lot of blue jersey knit. 

You must have this! 

Can’t wear gray, you can probably wear this! 

Great weight with lots of lycra 

No see through   

Easy to sew 

Color ‘goes’ with everything 

 

Pattern used:  

Sweater Set Pattern, Loes Hinse Design 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wear tank alone 

Wear tank and cardigan  

together 

 

Finger tip length  

or choose length best for you! 

Yes, there is a yolk on this tank! 

My intent was to use the tank in 

the Sweater Set Pattern.  It had 

been awhile! This tank has a 

center front seam which initially 

I intended to use. Then I real-

ized I did not have enough fab-

ric!  So … I eliminated the cf cut 

line and seam allowance and 

placed the new center front on 

the fold. Saved 3/4” ! STILL   

didn’t have enough fabric. That 

is when I decided on a yolk as I 

had a couple of scraps that 

would accommodate. I used the        

Mediterranean Pattern’s yolk    

as a guide.  

I am very happy with the tank! 

 

 

 

 

 

Loes is into longer         

cardigans.                          

She has been for awhile. 

My first reaction -       

skeptical. 

 

Not anymore! This below 

knee length with elbow 

length sleeves is a new 

choice in my closet! 

 

Note:  Mannekin is not  

sitting on the floor as it 

appears to be.  
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Constructing the cardigan 

 

Cutting cardigan pattern: 

 

* Measure new length for your cardigan and add length. 

* Add 1/2” to 1” on side seams at bottom. Taper up to original hem cut line. Can use another 

 jacket pattern as a guide. 

* Cardigan in Sweater Set Patterns has long sleeves. Cut off sleeve length allowing for a wide 

 hem. Can use sleeve from another pattern having elbow 

 length sleeve choice. Allow for 1 3/4” hem. 

 

Preparing fabric: 

 

* Cut a swatch and test for shrinkage.  

 Note:  This fabric is MUCH easier to sew before fabric is  

    laundered. 

* Will shrink a little in width and length. Adjust pattern to allow. 

 (Lengthen/widen—Easiest—go up a size) 

* Cut off curly selvages. Fabric cannot lay straight if curling        

 selvages are not cut off. 

* Establish grain line at bottom of fabric. There are subtle lines in 

 the weave of the fabric making it easy to cut horizontally. 

 Use grain line when laying out pattern pieces. 

  

Constructing garment: 

 

* Except for items mentioned above, follow pattern instructions.  

 

This Sweater Set Pattern is a new favorite!   

I love the fit of the cardigan and the tank.  

It worked very well with this great jersey fabric.  

       It will get worn often.                                                                        

  

 And I like the jersey long cardigan idea. Thank You, Loes!                                                             

      I plan to do this again! 
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   MUTED  AQUA RAYON JERSEY 

   

  Gorgeous color 

  Perfect warm weather tops 

  Color works with everything 

 

 

Hanging in Loes’ store ... 

A gorgeous Bianca, Loes Hinse Design 

 

Very thin—can see through.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The color is so great, it caused me to look for another way to use it.  

I love Loes’ Bianca, but I was thinking more in terms of a tank top! 

 

 

 

First thought …   I would use the tank included in the Tank Dress pattern—perfect. 

 

Second thought …Two layers would eliminate see through as well as eliminate clinginess 

    caused by fabric’s lighter weight.    

 

Third  thought …   Make cami using the same fabric — cami pattern included in the Tank  

    Dress pattern! A ‘two for one’ deal! 

                      (more on next page) 
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Constructing the tank and cami 

 

Wanting to make a matching tank using the same fabric, I                   

realized I would also want a cami to wear under it.  

 

Making a tank and a cami out of the same fabric, Loes suggested 

making the tank longer which I did. If that look is not for you, 

shorten the cami … or lengthen the tank!  Or wear another tank—

even a lace tank under the muted aqua rayon would work. The 

rayon is very light weight so adding another layer is not going to 

effect the heat factor while wearing.  

(I tested it when it was 110 degrees where I live.) 

 

 

Some hints: 

 

* While stitching/serging shoulder and side seams  

 Hold one hand behind presser foot and one in front pulling 

 on fabric. If this is not done, the seam will pucker. 

* Stabilize neckline and armholes. 

 Lingerie elastic cut in half. There is a line on the elastic to follow. Cut elastic same 

 length as area to be stabilized. Do not make it shorter as the fabric will gather up when 

 stitching it to garment. Attach to neckline when serging raw edge.  

 Narrow strips of washed chiffon cut on bias can also be used.  

 Fusible tape — bias for curved neckline and armholes. 

* Use a 3 thread serger when serging around neckline and armholes. Five threads are 

 too bulky and eliminate needed stretch. Five thread serger can be used on straight 

 seams. 

* Stabilize hem.  

 See above. Straight grain iron on tape could be used. 

* A rolled hem is another option. 

 

The above hints apply to both tank and cami. 

 

The techniques/hints are same for all jersey knits but more needed                                      

in the lighter weight choices.  
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Need pants for your jersey tops! 

 

   Always ...                                  

 a perfect wear-over-

 everything warm weather 

 cardigan 

 Black open weave knit. 

 Sale price— $12/yd. 

Check out all fabric                   

collections on website. 

 

Rayon jersey knits — sale price — $12/yard 

 

Limited yardage 
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    Come to a seminar! 

      Learn from Loes! 

       Get inspired! 

 

Current window dispay 

Loes’ Carmel store 

 

 

Loes’ creativy never ends! 

February’s Ivory w/Glitter Hopsack  

turned inside out for this gorgeous coat 
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We would love to have you attend 

 a Loes Hinse Sewing Seminar in Carmel, CA.  

 

Remaining 2016 dates: 

Oct. 7-11 and 21-25 

 

2017 dates: 

March 3-7 and 24-28 

October 6-10 and 20-14 

©  2017   The Look is created and published by Loes Hinse and Sharon Lyon.  

 Loes Hinse 

San Carlos Square, between 5th & 6th on San Carlos St. 

P.O. Box 1991 

Carmel, CA  93921 

P    831.620.1060 

 

Casual Elegance, Sharon Lyon 

P.O. Box 6453 

Chico, CA  95927 

P  530.343.6838    E      info@casualelegancefabric.com     

F  530.894.5321    W    casualelegancefabric.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Take time to          

relax and enjoy the 

beauty of summer! 


