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View of the Pacific Ocean and lovely coastal trees as seen from the balcony at the            

Hofsas House, hotel location of Loes Hinse’s Carmel Sewing Seminars. 
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To Find Fabric and Patterns in this edition. 

 

Visit the Casual Elegance website … www.casualelegancefabric.com 

 

1. Click on Fabric or patterns. 

2.  Click on a Collection  

3.  Refer to general fabric and pattern categories listed for other products. 

 

 ALL pattern references are EXCUSIVELY Loes Hinse Design and Studio patterns. 

 

This edition of The Look is not our usual. 

 

As you will learn upon reading this edition, we are embarking on a new project. 

Some things don’t change.                                                                                            

Some things do change offering more modern ideas and options.  

These new, modern adaptations do NOT replace Loes’ classic patterns.                                             

You will have the choice of staying with the traditional or opting for some new   

choices to change up your wardrobe. 

Using Loes’ published patterns (you won’t need to purchase new patterns)          

‘how to’s’ will be made available to purchase incorporating the new options. 

 Information on our project will be made available soon. 

 

 

This is not the usual edition of “The Look” as we wanted to include a preview of what 

is coming with a little explanation - letting you know we are very busy working on 

this new option! 

Also, included are the Newest Fabrics! 
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   Are your tired of hearing  

  yourself say, “I can’t believe it is 

  a new year and on top of that we 

 are into the second month! Where  

 does time go?” It does seem to fly  

  by. But face facts, you now have to 

look at your 2016 calendar—if you still use 

 one! I know, the cell phone makes date books, etc.  

   extinct.  

  

I was getting my hair cut a few days ago when an older lady walked in for her appoint-

ment—she thought. Only problem, she was one day and four hours late. AND she 

blamed it on her iPhone! Claimed that’s where she keeps track of things. AND that lady 

is, in my calculation, well past her ‘younger’ years. I was amazed a woman her age 

would be into technology—using her iPhone for her date book! (Never mind the infor-

mation was not correct!)  

I applaud that lady for thinking of herself as very capable of using modern technology! 

I think age is all a perspective anyway! Much of who we are is in our head. If you think 

you are old, you easily succumb to those feelings. If you think of yourself being young, 

you really are young! And just maybe you use your iPhone calendar!   

O.K. Back to thinking more about time. A few days ago, I was perusing through the 

huge amount of paperwork I have representing all of the publications Loes and I have 

done. I picked up some papers stapled together and started to read. Remember the 

days of “Loes and Lillie?” This goes WAY back.  

In the article I read, it starts with 10 people identically dressed marching down Ocean 

Avenue in Carmel, CA. Lillee (as in Loes and Lillee—2 characters in older publications) 

was off to the side beating a small drum, the marching people in sync with the rhythm 

of the drum beat. No one wanted to miss a beat and risk looking different or bad. Loes 

was at the head of the line frequently looking back. She is not walking to the drum 

beat! Actually, she is walking quite swiftly as if trying to escape.  

Those of you who know Loes know she has never and never will march to someone 

else’s drum beat. She is an individualist and very comfortable in her skin. No drum 

beats for her! She, I project, will always be this person.  

Here it is ... 2016             

and already one 

month is gone! 
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Years ago while successfully designing her clothing line sold in her Carmel, CA, bou-

tique, Loes was approached with the idea of offering these same designs in pattern for-

mat made available to the home sewist. This required some changes. Loes wasn't 

afraid of change, and we know the result. She could not have accomplished this with-

out her being comfortable with who she is and not being afraid to try something new.  

Her patterns are classic appealing to a wide age group. And they don’t really ever go 

‘out of style.’ Those who have used and love her patterns are aware of that concept.   

Lately, however, Loes has observed many younger people coming into her store. They 

think her clothes are exceptional, but it is all a little too ‘old’ for them. Even at the 

seminars and the emails received, many are wishing to include a younger approach to 

Loes’ designs.   

A couple of months ago a new business was about to open in Loes’ courtyard. Court-

yards are prolific in Carmel. Seems to be an approach to squeeze more businesses into 

a square block—an efficient concept. It also is so much a part of the ambiance of Car-

mel! Turning into any courtyard, you will find varying types of businesses. That is the 

case with the courtyard where Loes is located. 

One day the owner of this new business opening in Loes’ courtyard came in to meet 

meet her. The new store owner shared her original concept for opening her business—

that being a hair salon with the addition of some ‘modern’ clothing, accessories, etc. 

Checking out Loes’ store, she quickly became enthralled with the classic designs recog-

nizing them as great clothing but not quite her concept. She wanted something little 

more ‘edgey’ - a little more modern.  

Continuing to look and walk around, the visitor spotted a long sweater coat. It was one 

Loes was working on—hadn’t hemmed it, etc. Loes pointed out that this particular coat 

was not finished and was actually too large for the lady.  She tried it on anyway—

unhemmed and all! “I love this coat!,” she said and purchased it. She told Loes this 

was the look she was looking for.  

 

Bring out the cake …  

 

As they conversed, both she and Loes began to see possibilities. Loes’ great garment 

shapes/designs could easily be tweaked into a more modern look. How different can a 

good basic shape be? The difference happens when taking the basic shape a step fur-

ther incorporating a different look. Loes said to her, “Let me show you what I can do 

with a couple of my patterns.”  

 

… and now add the frosting! 

 

The new store is now open and guess what! Loes created every garment in the store—

her basic designs with a modern twist! 
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VERY different in appearance from what you find across the courtyard in Loes’ store, if 

you look closely, you will recognize one of Loes’ patterns! 

 

All of the ‘modern’ looking garments hanging in this new store were             

created using Loes’ same great classic, timeless patterns we all love! 

 

O.K. You say this is confusing. Confusion was not the only initial feeling swarming 

through my mind when Loes first told me about this new turn of events! It was more 

like, “WHAT? Loes have you lost it? Have you abandoned your classic look for a     

modern, albeit more trendy look?” 

 

Not a chance! Remember … some things change and some do not!  

 

      Loes’ store remains unchanged                                                                    

 offering the classic clothing we love.                                                                               

      We have seen this in “The Look.” That w ill continue.  

 

Loes Hinse Design and Studio patterns                                                                 

will be available as usual. That will continue. 

 

Then there is the lady with the large, unhemmed coat!   

 

She has opened her new store 

offering garments with a ’modern’ look created by Loes incorporating Loes’ designs.  

 

 And that clothing, constructed using Loes’ designs, is the inspiration we will use in our 

new ‘how to do it’ publications enabling you to create that look.  

 

 

Remember past publications you purchased containing Loes’ tweaks and ‘how-to-do’ 

modifications of existing patterns?  

 

That, generally speaking, is what we plan to offer you in the near future incorporating 

a more modern look using existing patterns. 
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Back to talking about age. Last week, Loes had a customer come in shopping who is 

on the older end of the age scale. She loves Loes’ clothing and as usual purchased 

several pieces. Then Loes told her about the new look in the ‘other’ store. They 

checked it out. The lady loved what she saw and purchased more clothing there.    

And remember...she is not YOUNG!  

All of this to say, it appeals not only to the young! 

 

What does all of this mean?   

      

                            

 

A Rochelle 

with 

curved 

hemline 

longer in          

back  

A shrug using 

the Bianca 

pattern over     

longer tank 

with                         

intentional 

curved     

hemline 

 

A preview of what is to come ….. 

YOU HAVE OPTIONS: 

1.  Use Loes’ patterns as we have done for a long time. 

2.  Use Loes’ patterns incorporating a new more modern look. And the how to do 

 it will be available. 

3.  Incorporate both ‘looks’ into your wardrobe! 
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Really great warm weather fabric has arrived. 

As you know, Loes works with basic colors which are more subdued. It is a 

great way to build a great wardrobe. 

The last time Loes was fabric buying, she saw some she thought I might want for our fabric 

customers—deviates a little from her traditional colors. She didn’t plan to use them but liked 

them and sent swatches. When the swatches arrived, I got so excited!!! And now that fabric is  

here. 

The new group of fabric is very versatile and perfect for warmer weather. The colors may not 

be for everyone, but if they fit in your palette, go for it! 

When I saw this fabric, I immediately knew this was my new warm weather wardrobe! When 

this fabric is gone, we will return to ‘just Loes’ fabric’—fabric she uses for garments in her 

store.  

 

 

 

                  

Colors read differently on computers. 

Pantone info on website. 
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Fabric is washable and line dry or cool dryer.  

Loes’ jacket has been washed.  

Enhances the texture. 

 

 

New fabric—Cream/Tan Boucle Textured Rayon  

(limited yardage) 

 

Loes used it for both jacket and pants. 

Notice she turned the fabric using the texture vertically. 
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First choices for the new  wardrobe   

  

1. Pants (cropped) in Honey Poly/Rayon Blend.                                                                   

 (Fabric would also make a Madasgar or Rochelle.)  

 

2. Madagascar Tank in matching Honey Textured Rayon—

 different texture from #1 but same color. Subtle hori-

zontal texture adds pizzazz to this one!  

(Added 3” to tank length on this one.) 

#1 

# 2 

# 3 # 4 

Making cropped pants 

on next page. 

1 2 

2 

3  and  4 

Tan /Black           

Checked  Fabric 

  

Wear checked 

pants and top    

together or        

coordinate with #1 

and 2 or w/black 

1 

 

3. Cropped pants—Tan/Black Check 

Rayon Blend 

 

4. Madagascar 

 Tank—same 

 check fabric 
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Making pants in a cropped version is easy. 

Using favorite pattern, shorten at hem leaving enough for hem allowance. My cropped 

pants’ length is just above the ankIe. I cut off 3” at the bottom of original pattern and 

allowed for a 2 1/4” hem. 

If needed, when cutting redraw cut line enabling hem to lay flat when folded under.   

 

                  

  Finished hem 

Pale Beige Sweater  Knit 

This pale beige knit fabric works great with 

both fabrics on previous page and is great 

with the white herringbone—or black. Is a tad 

too pink to use with the tan herringbone. 

Make a Bianca  or your favorite top. Tank Dress Pattern (tank), 

Loes Hinse Design, would be great.  

     Light weight and some see-through. Make a  cami to wear 

under. Cami in Tank Dress Pattern. 

White and Tan/ivory Rayon Herringbone  

Pants—any length, jacket, skirt… You get the idea. You  

should have this one! Wear this with  EVERYTHING!!!  

There is nothing in this fabric group that doesn’t pair     

perfectly with this these herringbone fabrics.   This is for everyone!! 

Above Bianca different fabric … 

Similar to new knit!. 
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Complete the wardrobe with these …. 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A cardigan to 

wear over        

everything! 

 

Or beautiful tops!  

New black microfiber 

  Midweight 

        No added lycra     

  Pants, etc. 

New Black Rayon Jersey 

 Perfect for warm weather tops 

 

Rayon synthetic blend knit with spiral  

design woven into the knit fabric is GORGEOUS!! 

This one is good any time of year! 

A cardigan to 

wear over        

everything! 

 

Or beautiful tops!  
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JUST A  THOUGHT ABOUT OUR RUST RAYON BLEND! 

 You have seen this beautiful rayon textured fabric! You may have purchased it!  If you have not … it is 

on sale for $12/yard and is a great addition to your wardrobe. Fabric is mid weight and would work as a great 

transition fabric.  Easy to sew. Great to wear. Has some stretch!  

    Look for it in the Sale Fabric Collection. 

 

 

Using the Madagascar Tank 

Pattern Loes made  …            

a tank w/scarf 

 

And a dress 

 

Sharon made pants  

Choose pattern 

Great fabric.  

Washes well in cool water.  

Line dry.  

Little or no pressing. 

Great for travel.  

Wear that gorgeous black knit cardi-

gan over this!  

Or the beautiful jacket on page 8. 

Or use this fabric to make the     

jacket on page 8. 
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©  2016    The Look is created and published by Loes Hinse and Sharon Lyon.  

Loes Hinse Studio, Loes Hinse 

San Carlos Square, between 5th & 6th on San Carlos St. 

P.O. Box 1991 

Carmel, CA  93921 

P    831.620.1060 

 

Casual Elegance, Sharon Lyon 

P.O. Box 6453 

Chico, CA  95927 

P  530.343.6838    E      info@casualelegancefabric.com     

F  530.894.5321    W    casualelegancefabric.com 

 

 

 

Get this new fabric while it is available! It is on the website. 

There is still fabric on sale and remnants you must have! 

And serger thread … on sale. 

The thread won’t be on sale at 50% for long! 

Now is the time … even if it means adding to your stash! 

 

 

We are very excited about these new possibilities—tweaks. 

It is a change—yet it is not. 

It is adapting your existing Loes Hinse Design or Studio 

patterns into a new look you will love! 

Our intent is to offer these tweaks as an option. 

 

If you receive The Look, you will be notified  

when the new instructions are available online. 

LOES HINSE SEWING SEMINARS IN CARMEL, CA. 

2016 DATES 

March 4-8 and 18-22    October 7-11 and 21-15 


