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                         Something old and new again … swatches available  

   When a new batch of fabric arrives in the future, this fabric will be         

 cut into swatches. You will be able to purchase each batch on the website.  

   If you receive, “The Look,” an email will be sent to you when available. 

    

  Things have changed since the old swatch subscription days! 

   No longer having a laser cutting machine, the swatches will be cut 

   quickly … ‘whacked!”  

   They are called Whacked Swatches. 

 

We are in the midst of working on fall fabrics and garments. 

In the meantime, check out the website. There are LOTS of fabrics GREAT for 

transitioning into fall. Most of them are on sale! 

 

Also, don’t forget to check our remnants.                                                       

You just might find something YOU have to have.  

 

    Our goal:  Provide you, the home sewer, with Loes’ how-to’s         

         using her designs, techniques, and inspiration. 

Loes’ creativity is unique and never-ending! 

 

In this issue, you will learn about Loes’ voyage in life.  

Her design education Europe, her experience in the industrial garment production     

arena plus creating garments for the Hollywood movie and advertising industries. 

Owning a boutique featuring her own designs located on Rodeo Drive in prestigious 

Santa Monica, CA, and from there venturing from L.A. up to the                                

Central California Coastal Region. 

From there, things kept moving along! 

 

We also have answered the question often asked, “How did Loes and Sharon      

(Casual Elegance) get started working together?”  
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Recently looking at stacks of publications we have done, I found myself focusing on 

the pictures. They say so well what Loes’ philosophy is about. A subdued color pallet 

defines her fabric choices. Her European training influences the simple design lines 

which evolve into her simple, sophisticated, and versatile garments. Suitable for a 

professional environment, yet workable for any casual wardrobe needs. And don’t    

forget! They easily upgrade to a more “black tie” setting.  

 

In this edition, we have included photo collages of many of Loes’ garments—most 

have been in previous publications. They are all usable and sewable.                                 

Also, people ask … How did this thing between Loes Hinse and Casual Elegance 

(Sharon Lyon) happen? 

 

For clarification, the following was written by Sharon. 

 

Previous to my working with Loes, in 1998 I opened a small fabric store in a town close to 

Chico, CA, where I live. Easing into this new venture, store hours were limited. During this 

time I had contact with other designers and sold their patterns. I did my own fabric inventory 

purchasing which entailed periodically sitting down with a sales rep looking through swatches. 

Several weekends per month, I did trunk shows in various locations in northern California. In 

addition, each Fall and Spring I held one day workshops at local venues featuring designers 

and speakers from the sewing world. This drew people from Sacramento and the Bay Area. I 

had my little store. I had local customers, and I enjoyed meeting other people at the out-of-

town trunk shows. I loved it. 

Then the internet became popular. One day, a lady who worked for me decided to post about 

Casual Elegance on a popular sewing site. Over night, I received 150 requests for swatches. 

That got my attention! The internet was fast becoming ‘the way to go.’  I had to make a deci-

sion—cute little fabric store or mail order business. I guess you know which choice I made. 

Quickly, the mail order business started offering a swatch subscription service.  

At one of the out of town trunk shows, a customer approached me suggesting I meet Loes 

Hinse. Vaguely aware of Loes and her patterns, I knew she was located in the Carmel, Califor-

nia, area.   

 

* * * * * * *  

 

Loes’ heritage is in Holland. Growing up in that country, she often faced difficult times brought 

on by the ever-intensifying war. It was not always pleasant. Everything was in turmoil includ-

ing her family. Food was often scarce. One story I remember is about her mother riding her 

bicycle to a U.S. Army Base begging for leftover food. She was then able to feed her family.  

Despite difficulties, Loes did survive all of this and got her education in that country which in-

cluded fashion design. 

Her life then brought her on a journey to the United States, Los Angeles to be more specific. 

There her then-husband (a very prestigious antique dealer) and Loes lived a life which includ-

ed people from the Hollywood scene. The stories I have heard include a rather wild life style! 
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In L.A., she became involved in a business which included creating garments for Hollywood ce-

lebrities. One of my favorite stories involved her creating garments for Farah Fawcett (think 

Charlie’s Angels and that will date you) who was doing a Cougar commercial. Loes had to be at 

the photo shoot in case garment adjustments were needed. The shoot was at 4 a.m. because 

the lighting was better at that time of day! Another one … she created clothing for Joan Rivers. 

She actually went to Joan Rivers’ home for consultations Will limit this to just these wo stories! 

Then trouble began with the owner of the business, and Loes left to open her own boutique lo-

cated on Montana in Santa Monica. That business very successfully operated for years. During 

this time she used a professional seamstress, living and operating her business in the general 

Carmel, CA area. She sewed Loes’ boutique garments.  

Having a young teenage daughter and living in L.A. did not mix well. Suggested by the profes-

sional seamstress she employed, Loes journeyed up to the Carmel area to visit. Shortly after-

wards, she and her daughter moved to Carmel Valley where the daughter was able to pursue 

her love of horses. Loes bought her a horse! Everyone was happy! 

With her contacts in this area, Loes’ designs became well-known. As a result, she was asked to 

teach classes at a sewing related business in Pacific Grove, located near Carmel. The classes 

focused on her designs and industrial techniques which were based on her industrial garment 

production knowledge and experience. Quickly, everyone wanted her designs in pattern form. 

This evolved into the Textile Studio Pattern business partnership. The Textile Studio Patterns, 

designed by Loes, became well-known and loved in the sewing world. 

Loes made another decision. She moved out of the Textile Studio Pattern business and that 

business relationship. She wanted to design on her own and open her own boutique where she 

would sell her exclusively designed garments. And she did! She opened that boutique in a 

great space located on Lincoln Street in Carmel. One thing about Loes, she is NOT intimidated 

by anything. If she gets an idea she deems worth pursuing, look out world! She will do it! 

The business quickly became a popular shopping destination for both locals and out-of-town 

visitors. Again, sewing enthusiasts saw her garments and wanted the patterns used to con-

struct them! The result … Loes Hinse Design Patterns. (Studio Patterns came along later.) She 

started making the patterns available to the sewing world which included her original designs 

along with her unique construction methods. 

During this time, she traveled around the United States offering workshops sharing her design 

expertise and her industrial sewing techniques.  

 

* * * * * 

 

Shortly after the customer’s suggestion at the trunk show regarding my meeting Loes, coinci-

dentally my husband and I were scheduled to celebrate an anniversary in Carmel, and the ho-

tel was located a couple of blocks from Loes’ store. My curiosity was piqued! The first day in 

Carmel, I ventured up the hill to Loes’ store. Many of you have heard this story in more detail. 

To make a long story shorter… we immediately clicked.  

She shared her new pattern designs! I was impressed! The garments hanging in her boutique 

were incredible. Again, I was impressed! We talked for awhile and then she suggested I return 

the next day.  Walking back to the hotel after our first meeting while mulling the day’s experi-

ence over in my head, it dawned on me …. ask Loes to come to Chico and do a Fall workshop. 
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The next day, up the hill I ventured back to Loes’ boutique. First thing on my agenda … ask 

Loes if she would come to Chico and do the Fall workshop. Her immediate response was, “Yes!” 

With no hesitation, she accepted my offer and in September shared her expertise with a sold-

out group of 50 sewing enthusiasts. Many of those people wanted more of what Loes had to of-

fer! Our first thought was for her to return to Chico, and we could do a longer workshop (a few 

days) at this same Bed and Breakfast Inn. And they would be called … seminars! And people 

could bring their machines and actually sew experiencing first hand what Loes offered.  

We were in the early planning stages when it dawned—Chico, California, is a very nice place. 

But in my estimation and you would agree, it does not compare with what Carmel has to offer. 

Additionally, it would be much easier for Loes to do the seminars there and use her store and 

its contents as a focal point. We formatted the first 4 day seminar. She found a local hotel with 

a conference room that would accommodate a small group of people, their sewing machines, 

sergers, and sewing related items. It all came together quickly. 

 In September of 2001, we had our first Loes Hinse Sewing Seminar in Carmel, CA. It was a 

success! It was sold out. We do limit attendance to 10 people. Shortly, we were planning and 

booking the hotel conference room for more seminars! Loes and Sharon were now involved pre-

senting multiple seminars on a semi-annual basis. 

This hotel was convenient for attendees to book rooms and stay there as well as it was within 

walking distance of Loes store. (It is even more convenient now since Loes moved her store to 

a location 2 blocks from the hotel). 

 

* * * * * * 

         

Within a very short time, it became obvious, seminar attendees wanted to be able to use the 

same fabric Loes used for creating her boutique garments. Loes suggested I go to L.A. with her 

to order fabric! I did! I was so overwhelmed! Sixty thousand square feet of fabric on four floors, 

a basement, and a loading dock was a lot different from ordering fabric from a sales rep with a 

limited number of swatches! Being overwhelmed is not a strong enough description. Not only 

that, the only access to various floors at that time was using a rickety elevator. And when you 

did and saw all the pillars holding this enormous building together—all I could think of was …. 

EARTHQUAKE! What if it happened while we were marooned on one of the floors or in the base-

ment with only a rickety elevator to escape!  Fast forward for a moment, that situation was lat-

er remedied with stairs!! She has used this wholesale fabric source since getting fabric for her 

boutique garments in Santa Monica continuing through the years nonstop to the current time. 

When she arrives, she is on a mission! She navigates through this enormous place with the fi-

nesse of a seasoned athlete. And do NOT get in her way! She knows what she wants. She is on 

a mission! Immediately begins cutting swatches from the rolls and rolls of fabric—some stacked 

so high help is needed. She cuts her basics then goes after coordinates. After cruising through 

this place and accumulating all of the swatches she wants, she begins her ‘sit down’ process. 

Then she discards what she doesn’t want and assembles groups of the coordinating fabrics she 

intends to order. Fortunately, she showed me the ‘ropes’ and also cut swatches for me! Eventu-

ally, our orders were placed and we left.   

After leaving, do you know what Loes said to me?  She told me NOT to go with her in the fu-

ture!!!  I was too much of a distraction!  I laughed. She was right. And as you already have 

been told, we get along just fine! 
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After that experience, she places my orders at the same time she places hers. And yes, she 

does it more efficiently without my interruptions!  Even though she needs to take more time 

assembling swatches for me, it is more efficient than my being there asking her question after 

question or my getting lost in the stacks of rolled fabric. We did have fun though! 

 

* * * * * 

 

Casual Elegance’s mail order customers experienced the shift to my offering exclusively Loes’ 

fabric choices. (If Loes can’t duplicate our orders exactly, and for the most part they are, she 

chooses fabric that is very close to hers.)  

Publications became centered on what Loes did. There was a publication name change along 

the way. Photos taken of her garments became more and more of a focal point. Our two busi-

nesses remained separate but closely entwined with the working relationship. 

Another idea crossed our minds. We needed to make available to the sewing world more detail 

concerning what Loes does and has to offer. People wanted to know more. They wanted to 

know how they could personally incorporate all of this into their personal sewing.  

Possibilities became the result of that thinking. Online documents purchased on the website, 

they each included different aspects of what Loes did—philosophy, techniques, and how-to-

make and also how to change (tweak) certain patterns This was very successful. 

Somewhere along the line, The Look evolved.  It became yet a different approach to what we 

had been doing. Downloaded on the Casual Elegance website, there is more focus on actual 

pictures of Loes’ designs created from fabric available on the Casual Elegance website. This in-

cluded minimal instructions—not the amount of detail as in the Possiblities. We have heard 

over and over again how much you enjoy the pictures! The photos taken at Loes’ store are her 

designed garments hanging on her racks. The Look remains available. There is no set schedule 

for its availability, but we attempt to publish them as often as time allows.  And an email is 

sent to subscribers when a new one is available.  

 

* * * * *  

 

Influenced by what we have done in the past, a new idea is becoming a reality. Similar to the 

Rochelle Tweak, available for purchase on the Casual Elegance website, will be Updated Pat-

terns (changes made to a published pattern making it more current). Not only that but some 

portions of the Possibilities will eventually be updated and made available for purchase. 

I think you will enjoy these updated publications. If you receive The Look, you will receive an 

email when the first one is ready. At this time, it will be in the same format as the current Ro-

chelle Tweak. You place an order, we process the order, we email the document to you.  

Some say it is amazing how easily and well we work together. We both agree it is a result of 

both of us being a little … nuts!  We love what we do!  It just keeps on and on and on!!  

 

Our working together works! She is totally the creative side.                                                           

I am the other things we do. 

 



 7 

 

Let’s start off with tops. Loes’ go-to top pattern is the Bianca. Most of the tops seen 

here are the Bianca. But, if you prefer the Perfect Tee or any others—the same look! 

 

You asked for pictures! We are giving you pictures! 

   You may have seen them before! It is fun to take another look! 

       And YOU may find motivation! 

 

These pictures have been used in recent publications. As I relook at them … 

what can I say?  It is the Loes Look!  Classic, Chic, and Timeless. 

And the timeless part includes recently updating her look which you saw                                                    

earlier this spring in The Look. 
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    MEDITERRANEAN TOP 

 Mix and match …   

         or not! 

    CAP TEE over BIANCA 

LONG SCARVES 

  over BIANCA 

CAP TEE with scarf 
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The ever popular CARDIGAN 
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     CARDIGANS grew into COATS! 
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TIMELESS …. CLASSIC …. CHIC 

 

Don’t you want to dress like this? 

 

Loes Hinse Patterns 

Casual Elegance Fabric 

 

JUST WHAT YOU NEED! 
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       Now that we are looking forward to fall with cooler weather,           

the new ROCHELLE TWEAK with sleeves will be perfect.  

 

A cardigan … a blouse … your choice. 

 

Another one of Loes’ great design ideas! 

 

    Go to the Casual Elegance website 

 

  Click on PATTERNS                                                   

  Click on PATTERN TWEAKS 

The Rochelle Tweak picture will appear.  

Click on PURCHASE  

 Proceed as with any other purchase 

     on the website.     

                                                     

After purchase, the document will be  

emailed to you as soon as possible. 

 

 REMEMBER—you must have the      

 original ROCHELLE TOP PATTERN   

 to use when incorporating the         

  Rochelle Tweak.     

 Pictures of actual construction as well        

as written instructions will guide you through 

the sewing process. 
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FABRIC SALE 

All fabric on this page—$10/yard 

 

 Transition into fall. 

  Limited yardage. 

   Don’t wait to order! 

    Can’t beat new price! 

 

 

TEXTURED KNITS 

  

1   Tan vertical textured open weave  

 (more taupe than tan) 

2   White textured knit 

3 Palest tan textured knit 

4 Ivory with slightest hint of pink 

5 Taupe light weight knit  

6 White, palest gray w/black stripe 

        

 

     1                     2                      3              4               5                           6 

Rayon Jersey Knits 

w/Lycra 

     1                     2                 3 

 

 

1 White  

2 Red  

3 Black—lighter 

weight (heavier 

black jersey 

not on sale) 

 

Black Knits  

 

 

 

 

 

Black Rib 

Black with swirls 

Woven Fabrics 

 

 

Gingerale/

Ivory Tex-

tured Cotton 

Blend 

 

Flax Woven 

Rayon 

 

 

 

Honey Poly/

Rayon Blend 
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  SPEND TIME WITH LOES 

   LEARN HER TECHNIQUES  

    GET PERSONAL HELP WITH FITTING 

     EVERYTHING IS RIGHT THERE JUST FOR YOU! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   WE WOULD LOVE TO HAVE YOU JOIN US!  

 

Attend a Loes Hinse Sewing Seminar in Carmel, CA.  

Remaining 2016 dates: 

Oct. 7-11 and 21-25 

2017 dates: 

March 3-7 and 24-28 

October 6-10 and 20-14 

 

CALL OR EMAIL FOR INFORMATION  See contact info on next page. 
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Loes Hinse Studio, Loes Hinse 

San Carlos Square, between 5th & 6th on San Carlos St. 

P.O. Box 1991 

Carmel, CA  93921 

P    831.620.1060 

 

Casual Elegance, Sharon Lyon 

P.O. Box 6453 

Chico, CA  95927 

P  530.343.6838    E      info@casualelegancefabric.com     

F  530.894.5321    W    casualelegancefabric.com 

 

©  2016    The Look is created and published by Loes Hinse and Sharon Lyon.  

     

    I keep hearing …. Where did the summer go? 

       Don’t we ask that every year? 

 

  It is about to move out of the way for the new fall season to arrive.  

 Stay tuned. We will have some great fall garments, fabrics, and inspirations …. SOON! 


