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To Find Fabric and Patterns 

 

Visit the Casual Elegance website … www.casualelegancefabric.com 

 

1. Click on Fabric. 

2.  Click on a Fabric Collection. 

3.  Refer to general fabric and pattern categories listed for other products. 

 

 ALL pattern references are EXCUSIVELY Loes Hinse Design and Studio patterns. 
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2015 LOES HINSE CARMEL SEWING SEMINARS 

October 2-6 

October 23-27  (full) 

2016 Dates 

March 4-8 and March 25-29    October 7-11 and October 21-25 

Contact us for information. (Contact info on last page) 

 

 

There was no  

July, 2015, edition of 

“The Look!” 
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By now, you have seen the latest two patterns in Loes Hinse’s               

Studio Pattern Collection. You probably own them! 

 

 

Both of these new patterns have shaping on the side seams as well as 

center front and back. A boat neckline completes the look.  

 

 

 

 

The Madagascar Tank pattern 

has two views—a “regular” 

length and a “tunic” length. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rochelle Top pattern      

has two views—a long sleeve 

and a 3/4 length sleeve. 
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MADAGASCAR TANK vs. ROCHELLE BLOUSE 
 

They look similar. 

Except the Rochelle has sleeves.  

Can I just add sleeves to the Madagascar Tank Pattern? 

No, they are differently designed and drafted patterns. 

 

We over-laid the two patterns to compare the difference.  

Madagascar Tank is outlined in red. Rochelle Top is outlined in green. 

They look similar but are quite different.  

 

 

 

1.  Comparing front at shoulders         2.  Comparing front at shoulders and 

 and neckline       and neckline 

 Madagascar on top      Rochelle on top 

  

        ROCHELLE  FRONT 
MADASCAR  FRONT 
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MADAGASCAR BACK 

5. Comparing side seams    6.  Comparing center back seams 

 Rochelle on top      Madagascar on top 

 

 

3. Comparing back at shoulders and   4. Comparing back at shoulders  

 neckline       and neckline 

 Madasgar on top      Rochelle on top 

 

ROCHELLE  BACK 

MADAGASCAR 

ROCHELLE 
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Although the Rochelle Top pattern was designed for woven fabric, knit fabrics can be used. The 

end result should be a well-fitting top that drapes nicely and is not too large on your body.  

 Loes’ recommendations for using knit fabric: 

  Knit fabric drapes (hangs) differently than woven fabric.  

  Check out your knit fabric. If it drapes, it should be o.k. 

  Use a smaller size. The bulkier the knit, the smaller the size.  

  For the above knit Rochelle, Loes used one size smaller. When it was laundered 

   and dried, it was great. 

  Using 1/2 size smaller is another option. If doing a rayon jersey, 1/2 size smaller 
   should work. 

Note:   Definitely check a swatch of your fabric first. That will tell you about shrinkage. Some 

  knits, such as the above, can be laundered and dried prior to cutting. Your trial swatch will 

  give you that knowledge. 

Check “Rochelle Top Fabric Collection” on our website. 

The Rochelle Top is great in woven fabric. 

The Rochelle Top is also great in   

knit fabric. 
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Loes Hinse Design Pant Patterns 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Loes Hinse Studio Pant Patterns 

 

 

  

  

Oxford 

European Basic Pleat 

Hepburn 

Bilbao 

Ascona 

 A pant pattern… 

 It’s all about fit and fabric. 

     

  (continued on next page) 
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Loes’  pant patterns are designed for different body types.                                               

NONE of her patterns are the same.  

 

  The Ascona Pant is roomier on the top but the leg is designed to go       

   ‘in’ for a slimmer leg. 

    The Oxford is slimmer on top and tapers out to a fuller leg. 

    The Helpburn is slimmer on top with a full leg. 

       The Ascona is a pant with a trouser fit.  

 

 Loes’ pant patterns are drafted for certain types of fabric. It is important to 

take that into consideration. (Info on pattern cover.) 

 

 The Ascona Pant can be made using fabric with less drape. 

 A pant pattern with a fuller leg must have a drapey fabric. If not, the   

        intent of the design is lost. 

   

 

When thinking about a pant pattern, one MUST not only think about a         

pant pattern—but rather a pant with a body. 

 

It’s easy to get caught up hearing about a pattern—how great or not so great it is. The person 

thinking it is great feels that way because it works with her body. And whatever fabric she 

used worked. The person not liking it so much doesn’t like it because it didn’t work for her par-

ticular body.  (Or perhaps used the wrong fabric.) 

 

Not all pant patterns work for every body. There is a different fit for different bodies.         

There  are pant patterns that are more universal in fit, but generally they are                      

better for specific body types. 

 

 

 

All of Loes Hinse’s pant patterns are different.  

 

Examples:   

Examples:   
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When choosing a pant pattern, it is very important to think about                

your body shape. Also, proportion between a pant and what is worn              

on top is a huge factor.  

 

Think about your body shape and what pants look best on you. You may need to enlist the 

help of a friend. Consider what you have felt most comfortable wearing. When did you get 

those compliments? What were you wearing on top? 

 

 Here are generalizations about the shape of the pant and the shape of the body. 

 

     Shorter legs and not chesty on top—wider leg pant  (shorter top) 

     Longer legs and/or slimmer legs and chesty on top—narrower leg pant (longer top) 

 

Patterns can usually be adapted for different body types. An example: the Ascona can have 

legs widened. The Oxford can have legs narrowed.  

  

In an earlier edition of, “The Look,” we featured an article comparing the Oxford Pant and the 

Ascona Pant. That was a good example seeing the difference in pant patterns. 

 

When considering a pant pattern, don’t rely on what you hear! Consider your own body shape 

and what looks best on YOU!   

 

 And do NOT forget proportion.  

 

     Do you look better in a shorter top and fuller legs?  Loes does!   

     Do you look better in a longer top and slimmer legs?  Sharon does 

 

 

 

You can enjoy a great fit and feel. Remember, think about YOUR body.                 

What works for you? 

Don’t rely on someone else’s experience! 
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While living in Carmel, Andrea was for many years a frequent customer at Loes’ store. She 

definitely “got” Loes’ wardrobe concept! Then she started sewing her own clothes integrating 

the “Loes Look!” She no longer lives in Carmel but maintains contact and is a great          

customer.  She and her husband travel frequently. She definitely has the “travel wardrobe” 

concept down pat! The above 7” pile of clothing was the basis for three weeks in June in hot 

and humid Italy, one week in Venice, Tuscany, and Umbria.  

 

About her travel wardrobe she wrote:  

“I wore them all. It was so easy to switch from casual to dressier. Add a great necklace and 

you amp up the outfit you wore earlier in the day, although I did change twice a day because 

of the humidity. I fit right in with the Italians because my clothes complimented me, and 

that’s how the Europeans dress. You could spot the Americans and their cookie cutter clothes 

in an instant.” 

 

Her 7” pile consisted of: 3 skirts, 4 black tees, 2 white tees, 1 animal print tee, 1 lace tee, 

and 1 squishy jacket. (Bacelona jacket with 4” hem.) See next page. 

On the plane she wore a pair of slacks and a long sleeve tee. 

She also brought: rain jacket, 2 nightgowns, undies, bathing suit, umbrella, 2 pairs of shoes, 

and cosmetics. 

 Accessories were: 2 scarves and jewelry.   

7” tall 

 

Andrea’s 

Travel 

Wardrobe 
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Later she wrote: 

 

“I’m a great customer because of you and Loes. If it appears in the newsletter, I do it! It’s a 

no brainer. I’m so comfortable with what I wear, and I think that’s a big part of looking great. 

If someone were to show up on our doorstep right now with free trip tickets, I could be 

packed and out the door in an hour :-) Everything goes together.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Andrea’s Barcelona Jacket 

(squishy jacket) seen in       

her pile! 

 

 

“I purchased the scarf from 

Loes many years ago.” 

Duplicate jacket fabric 

with current Black/Tan 

Textured Knit 
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Take a moment to enjoy the beauty surrounding us.                                            

Think about incorporating Loes’ pattern designs and our fabric into your wardrobe.                         

     Consider what works for you … not for somebody else.    

     

©  2015    The Look is written and published by Loes Hinse and Sharon Lyon.  

Loes Hinse Studio, Loes Hinse 

San Carlos Square, between 5th & 6th on San Carlos St. 

P.O. Box 93921 

Carmel, CA  92921 

P    831.620.1060 

Casual Elegance, Sharon Lyon 

2500 Durham-Dayton Hwy, #8, Durham, CA 95938 

P.O. Box 6453 

Chico, CA  95927 

P  530.343.6838    E      info@casualelegancefabric.com     

F  530.894.5321    W    casualelegancefabric.com 


