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GROWING YOUR TREE!
   With a little care to get it 
started, your Jonsteen tree 
seedling will provide decades 
(and perhaps centuries) of 
enjoyment – increasing in size, 
beauty, and value.
   Right now, your tree is 1 to 3 
years old, and has already 
survived the most fragile stages 
of its life.  Though your young 
tree will prefer living outdoors 
year-round, you should protect 
it from prolonged periods of 
sub-freezing temperatures for 
the next few years.

Remove your Jonsteen seedling from its packaging by 
removing the black cap at the bottom of the tube and 
carefully pulling out your tree.  Remove the protective 
peat pot which is wrapped around the tree's root 
structure.  Gently straighten your seedling's root plug, 
and immerse the roots (roots only!) in a glass of 
water.  Let the roots soak for about an hour before 
planting to establish absorbency.

PLANT YOUR TREE!

If the weather in your region becomes severely hot or 
cold, you'll need to pay special attention to your 
seedling during these periods – especially when it's 
small.  When it's hot (over 95°F), locate your tree in a 
morning sun area out of the drying wind.  When cold 
(below 15°F), best to over-winter your tree near a 
sunny window in a cool, unheated area, such as a 
garage, mud room, breezeway, or basement.

HOW's the weather?

Next, fill a 2-5 gallon container (or larger, if you wish) 
with a high quality, well-draining potting soil.  Dig 
out a hole for your seedling approximately 3" in 
diameter and 8" deep.  Place the seedling's 
straightened root plug into the hole you've prepared, 
and fill in soil snugly around the tree.  The soil should 
just cover the top of your tree's root plug, reaching up 
to the base of the tree's stem.  Give your tree a nice 
drink of water, and place it in a protected location, 
out of the wind, with good sunlight.  

Keeping your tree in good health is easy.  Watering 
should be done only after you've allowed the soil to 
dry-out quite thoroughly.  Be careful not to 
over-water your tree – the soil should dry down to just 
barely moist before thoroughly watering again to 
saturation.  Feeding your tree with a high-nitrogen 
fertilizer is recommended.  Time-release fertilizers, 
such as Osmocote™, work well and are particularly 
easy to use.

KEEP IT HAPPY!

When your tree is a few feet tall and growing well, 
you may want to transplant it to a permanent 
location in the landscape.  Both spring and fall are 
especially good times for transplanting (fall's best).

Good drainage and good sunlight (and, in colder 
regions, an area with some protection against the 
brunt of winter's winds) are the main things to look 
for in your planting site.

Choose a location well away from buildings, power 
lines, and other trees (at least 12'), and clear all 
vegetation from the planting area.  Dig a hole big 
enough to take your tree's root ball with a small 
margin extra.  The bottom of the hole should be dug 
out to allow 6" of good, loose soil beneath the tree.  
Again, good drainage is a must.  A mixture of the 
surrounding soil, compost, and sand should be put 
around the roots, and gently firmed.  Water your tree 
thoroughly.  

An occasional application of fertilizer will help 
nourish your tree and 
condition the soil.  
For its first summer in 
the ground, your tree 
may need occasional 
watering.  In colder 
climates, heavy 
mulching around the 
tree provides good 
protection in winter.

A Permanent Location
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